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Committees :;' , 
,Nilm.ed Ii! County : 
Conventions ' Today 
·.Ruckmo", Is New:' 
Choirma,'f of Union ' 
County Committee' 

Prominent C.reston 
Man Hod Been III 
About 6 Years 
S. Ray Emerson, prominent 

Idem of· Creston •. dl-ed this ' 

Carl Ruekmlln, Dodge '.'~''';p I 
farme'r who has -b(>cn 

Mltll of the Union ~~S;~;::~~~~ I ~~~:~ tlon and ·l1'Il'trketlng 
the past )'t'ar, toda,y \"1M 

as !he CCt:"l:n!t:cc ch:llrman 
comIng. year. ' Ruckman 
Raymond. A. Strain of 
to .... -mhlp who Is the' new 
chillman. i 

Ed Winkler of Uncoln "township. Emerson was Il native ot 

..... as elected as 1he third of Llncoln 

".:;:, 

E~pect '~ugusf ' 
T~mperotures to ·' . 
Be Below Normal .:" 
W~N m-:-The ;~ath! 

said' Friday lis: 3Q.day 0\.. 
.• ::.: .: . August calls fot" femj)et 

. to ~ .vera.l;'e· below' normal 
the northern MIt of ' the naU< 
e;'(cepl for near normal.ln thelIo' 
et lake~. Middle AtIantl"c.~ Sti\e 
and noi1.hwt'i't" OOIIst. :";"(-,.,' 

Above normal temPt't8tur't!~ '"a. 
expec;ted in the ~thern .:hill 
the country except for near ' no 
mal central p)ain~:~ ~e b 

is expe"eetd . to ,.r 
eentraJ and rio~ t II.,,:::' .. :::: .. ~::~ . nallon, but. 'su 

.nLinIa1! is predid~ ,"It 
southeast, fAr wu 't, and 'Nt! 

Texas. Near nonnal amounts· 'a: 
Indicated in the . ·noeky mounta 
states, Ohio \·a]e!y. Middle :Atla 
tlce states. south~m plains, a r 
guU coast. ---

a ' eommittee alternate J;:',':~~I~'i:~~~~"fty;.~:H~~'~',~Yn born Feb. 
of "!lie ' committee. He sueeee<is 'He-i"d,,": 

:Elrrler' E~erllng Of Spaulding town- Creston hlgh 
ship, woo 'was' n:lm~ · as . the i from Central' 

. alternate fer the new term. He . was~;;;:;.,",; 
l'uce'ecdS' Frank Miller. ' Meta F. Raney 

., Altori-I>ecker of Jones ' him. 
a community a buUd· 
In&" the ~t year. was named >h,iI'''' 
sec:olxl. alternat e. 
. The 'deiegatC1! met In the .rum,q 

PMA COllnty co:went.'on 

PMA office here I",ni;:~:~; I 
Their only duly was 0-
af the· county committee. 
13.:~ bid been chosen In 'm,;,,';p' 
eleCtions h('ld during ·the past 
weeks. . 
. New . committee terms 

MO!"lday: Oni'of the fitSt 
the Cl'mmitl~ ;,vill be 'the , 

Start ·Blood'Donor· . 
D",.rnili .. ft ·Monday ' 
........ \.1 " .. lilY ' -

A'drive to recrui! 200 blood don· 

~t~~:~cr'rY .:.... Ha"ny F ot"( 
• City, dlcl ,at' 3:<lO ; 

an illilc!>s 0: mor , 

ors' rot' the visi t of tho! Red Cross 

blOOdmobUe to Cre-ston on August , '"""", 
II will ·J». started :Monday by the 
American Legion Auxiliary. A 
team of Alixiliary ' members will 

call upon every ~~~~;;"~~~ •. .1"'''~: I 
in Creston to recruit 
meet the quota for the visit. Mrs. 
Frank. C. Ileynolds,'-' A"u."'<iliary 
presidenl. said today ..... 

PeUJ. Ryason ' Is 

,. 
lilt ~tC 1\ BUOt ~'Q~II' 

.. SAVE,. .llfEl .. 

,. '-'·.I· ~.-"',"""" 

assist her' In : the 'drive ·are 
Mrs: Oscar Sehraufek, Mrs. Ken.. 
neth Harnmlln. MN:. Dale Johlln. 

Wh~o'~;;:;~~i;~·;:·,~~~ 
lire thm 

III~t r ("\\, Mn""'~ 'Io" ne~. M1":' . J . It. CIIrhon. Mr~ . F.nrl 
Maple or De~ 
Holme, of RIpon, 
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LARK DRIVE-IN * 
Theatre: 

~r,CiE ROAD AT HIGHWAY W 

t .;00 1'.11-1. I-'I~f s bow start. at du."; 

PHONE 113 

::Orne !III ;I'OU a re -Your CAr III your t.'1 eclro * 
- SUN. and MON. 

~n "",6'/~~I\I'$! 

of Union 

trude. 
" 

" 

~~~~~~~~~[~~~~§;I~~~~~f~r~~~ proposed lin im-dollar inerell,se. 
approval but the 

committee kfllro I ';".M" , I 

"'c, 
with Guy. F. 
1!Oft ,buslnen 
contInued In 

~. In .~~~~r; 

measure-Iait Saturday. 
SeCf{!ULry of Treasury Humph. 

who with · Budget ·Director 
sat on the Whitel:louse 

lafer ' the adminls-
o~rate under . the 

275 billion dollar debt 11m· 
the ,remainder of the year . 
at aU pOnible. '· 
WIll make every etrort to 

..... Uh the demand ' of the 
committee to post· 

,"'''!;';''Y Iror action by it 
and until thl:! 

of congress 
said in a 

As 

Fuueral 
m. ·Wednc 
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~9.95; Fri~~d-
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G has been 
Cort. Violet'~ 

84. 307 W. 

, Shop. Open 
Phone 379-W. 

Shop. Spec-, permanents 
foe appoint-

- -r s . Onl y 
ca .. mn k. 

{eliest. Pha n' 

Shop. Pho ne 
t of Strn nd 
e. 
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till' , "" '"'' .. ". 1(1'"" for pr(>liminary he;lrjn~. ! ... '~kd 11""1'111:: III (:))11'11 , .•• IIII!;,' 
1IIIIn dharl"1 "0(11'1 h,'!'I ' !odol'!' .11111::" n wn:.; Iwlt! In J.3jJ wllhout H. J. Kl lll l'man. AuO!. I. 19:-,:~ . oOl1d. 

Plainlift'~ P"W )nl1 dl' l'lal'{'d they 
\'oroncr's jury reportl..'(l ?\'1l'~. W('I'(' IIlal·/'I .. d :,1 ,lado'oll. ;\11On., A 

I \illo 11 "cum, . .' to h('r denlh {clon- ()t:: . :n, l~~lX . :1I,t! WI'n' !111(,'J' eli. 
Y by u:enns of stra ngulation \'ol'l·l'd. They r"mal'/'ied in Ol'I{)'ll'r 
f' bnnd~ err hel' hUsband," Th(> 1!152, an ',! livf'rl lo,t!'('HI(' !' unti! 

iousl 

"I Ih 
coror Junt· Ef.i:l, Tht·\, ha\'(' Iwo ";lildn'n . 1(>1' said. bel' Jal'nyx had been Plain: if f "h,11'i:cd dcfend :lnl ',\'jlb crus 

hl'(!, c!'Upl ;lIId inhum;ul In'lIl:lll'nr, D,' , 
{'riff Thoral All said :-'1rs, Dil· ('1'''(' ;1\\' :r:'c!f'd hI'" a rl i\'or;" ', .. II .... Sh 

Jon'~ pUl'lly clad body wus Iound t()(~, of !ll(' dlildl'{'rl, and $t;O /}t,'I' 

ht' fOOi of the bed. lIer face mf)llih fo!' duld !>.llnfl()!'!. ot I 
WI:S o,'uis;:od and there was a ja;!:. ! . -- ' ___ •. _ _ 
1:1.."':\ cut on her arm, 1\\10 nearly I ~l E 
..:omp ty Whisky bottles were in the- Ray merson ... 
.-oon 1 and lnc rloor w<'l.s strewn • 
with shaU~rcd gla.ss . (ContinuPd frnm Page J) 

SI ockhul'r.el' was found slllmpe'd 
unc on~iou<' In 0. comer, the sher- homes. 
if! s aid. The hardwtll'eml!n and thl' During lllOS{' ),(",'1r.<: ht. s(,l'\'{"d 

acti ve woman had 1'I?gis t'.'re~ I foul' .)<.'':lI'S a~ a mernh.er of the 
hf' hotel as MI'. and l\!rs. C('ClI Crest.'m !H.hOv! boar'd . ('rghl years 
kbul'P:('I', the sherif( add{~. n9:U.193:J ) as mnyor o( C!'('stOIJ. 

uthoritiel' were SummoTled to I as z. memb~ r' of the oo.:lrcl of the 
Tangncy Hol£:l when the desk I First COllgr£'glllion.:l1 ehun·h, .:IS 
k, MlJ.rvin En!;h~. 17, n~ported I pre-sidell!, of Ih::- Ch,lmbe!' of Corn. 
ght in progress in the third m('l'l'e, the Hotal'Y club. r-be Crest­

r room, The sheriff saij Dillor; j moo!' Golf club, nnd th{" Creston 
from the hotel while .authOri- 1 Counh-y club. He was n member 
were en !'olJte "nd was arrest- oC the- Elk" lodge here and was a 

latcr when h<.> !'eappear('(i and 132nd degree ~Tason. 

.:\ 1<1' 

al I 
Sloe 

A 
Ihe 
c1er , 1; 
floo 
can 
ties 
cd 
ask cd for a room, Sinl('l SI'nator 

f rank C. Doty, 18, 
:\-fr. Emerson was honol'ed hy 

his ({'lim;' buildt,T'S in Iowa with 
the presidency oi Ihe :\iaste'l' 

l nuilders of 10w:1 nnd wjlh !h~ na-

0 f Macksburn 'D,'e'" il:j:la0~1~~a~:~:~d~~C~mO:I':~:' Gen· 
;" ,) In 1,140 Me. Emmo" w"' elected 

. . 10 the IOwa ~tate senate from the 
JIII'..AO<SBURC--Fl'ank C. Doty, firth district, which Includes Un. 78, a lifetim(' resident oC the ion Ringgold nnd Decatur ('()Un­
acksllUI1!: vicinity, died at the tie~. He scrved, one term and \\'<lS 
nt!?rsct 'hospital Saturday mom- appcintro 10 the Iowa state h~gh­

g, His death followed a 24-hour. way commission. on whi eh he 

M 
Wi 
;n 
ill. 

:less, serve-d IWO terms. 
Funeral arrangements hnve not Mr .. Em<'>l'son was president of 

be 
d, 
,c 

78 
fa 

~n made pending word from a the 10w.3. Srute Sa\,jn~ ... bnnk her(> 
ughter who is. !tn army nurse for a number of yenr~ but. M'rel' 
rving In France. suffering a stroke i n 1947. gave up 
Mr, Doly, a retired farmer . was the pt'esid(>ncy :md became chair­

yCArs old on July 24. He had man of the board of the bank . . n 
rml'<i in the Macl(sburg com· poSition he held at the time of hiS 

m , unity (or many years but had death. 
etired, 

~i 
Surviving arc his widow, Bes- T k O'f t 
e: th!'ce daughters, Mrs, Mary Ike a es .,. 0 

H 
g 

" 

11 ,- . C·'y " ' s T "';s 1",,_ M . 'A'· .... '- r:.OU'-Il""nr.r a O,lo\V<l h, n .... , '-'V' ~~, l eer "1''''' "" ' ''' ... __ ~I 
c.~.sen of Ankeny, a nd Cap,t. WASHINGTON l:rl _ Prl'"ident 
'en~ Doty, an army nurse now In IE" nl O"Jer look off from National' 

"ranee; six c~andchildren, three ail:~r~ 'at 12:37 p. m, 1003:: for 
relit grandchild ren; n. brother, Scattll' where he will altent.! Ilw 
nk.t' Daty oC Ben~on, Kans.; and govelnors' e(lnfcren<:c. 

. 
g 
J 
a sister. Mrs: Delilah Pyle of AI- Gov. Frank Lnu<;(.'hc of Ohio 
buquerquc, N. M. who will n<lmc the late Sen, Rob. 

His body is. at the Watts funeral ert A. Taft's s.u"cessor joined the 
home at Lol'lmor. prc:.>identinl party fol' the flit::ht. 

30 Survive Crash 
Of Air France 
Plane In Turkey 

PAJUS (JPI.-·An Air Frallce C(,m­
stdlatioll plane crashed today in 
~oulhwcsl TUl'kry, The' nidine 
hel'(' .~nld :';0 pl1 .~ ::e'Il):('r<; s\ln'l v('(1. 

The pre!'idcnt took orf shortly 
after attl'ntJing memorial s{'r, 
vices for Sen. Taft. _._-----
Visitors ham St. 
Louh in Greenfield 

GrtEE:;-,rVI ELI) ,"Ir', lind ~In •. 
r' ... _ . ,-, ,,_ ,. r ,', 

WIf,1. (·O ..... FEll WITH ltilf',r; - "" ·.rd" , 
1,.,1. J,IIII ,\ " ... i ... tanl S""r,'t;II"," ,\ ;dl"r It,,!. .· 
If . AI'·:>.and, ' r ~lIIl1h of :"'" ,I.,r .. " ,;. :.1 \\ 
1'11" twu "ffida!" an' fl.\ lllc, t" h "t,,, 
SHUll! 1\""':111 ,·r,· ... 't!'·nl ~.\II~"'''fI i:! .. , 

CA!<N!V 

1 

''6U~1 NOS'> MillS 
L.UNCH 
$/,3L 

~~\t 
v ; 83 

,T. fI".II .,. U. 8. 'P.ol . 
'-_~~~'c· 1'>!1J ~11lU.~, ...... 

"Setter make that 8usinessmcn's 
from the Better Susine! 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

UNION COUNTY IOWA 

HISTORY 

UNION 
COUNTY 
HISTORY 

UNION COC/\ ~~~~~ 
HISTffilCA 

SOC IETY 
INC, l 'JhI,/ 

Wriuen by the people of Union Count)' and Compiled by the Union County Historica l 50dely 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

DICK EMERSONS 
Rcy. Stephen L. Emerson and Mary L. Emerson 

were married October 17. 1852 allicking County. 
Ohio. They moved \0 Union County in 1856. To IhlS 
union were born fou r sons: Willie George, Ralph, 
Lincoln Jasper, Stephen, and three daughters: Jen· 
ny, Lea and Chattie, They resided in Creston at 408 
North Mulberry. 

UnCQln Jasper married Verna Shaw and to Ihis 
union were born Ray, Ethel, Donald, :Jean, Ellen 
and Willard. They resided at 4]0 North Mulberry 
and Lincoln Jasper was a builder. 

Lincoln Donald marr ied Hannah James on June: 
16, 19f6 and they had two chi ldren, Hannah Beryl 
and Lincoln Richard. Don and Hannah resided at 
1200 North Sycamore Street for 43 years. Ha nnah 
died in 1966 and Don in 1972. Beryl married Patrick 
Hannan, Jr. They had four children and resided in 
Kansas City, Missouri. Pat died in May 19S0 and 
Beryl resides in Kansas City. They both graduated 
from Creston High. Lincoln Richard attended 
Irving Grade School and gradua ted from Creston 
High School in 1936, then a ttended the Lincoln 
Flying School in lincoln, Nebraska. He married 
Vera Farnsworth in September, 1941 in Buffalo, 
New York. To th is unIon were born three sons. 
Donald Richard attended all C reston Schools and 
graduated from Iowl State University. He is pres­
ently DirectoroC Alumni Affairsat the Universltyof 
Colorado in Boulder. He married Sally Saunders of 
Iowa City and thcy have two SOns, Matthew and 
Christopher. LiMoin J~ffr~, attended all grade 
schools and graduated from Cre$ton High School 
and Southwestern Community College. He is mar­
ried to the Cor mer Joann FineoC Maryville, Missou­
ri, who is a teacher in the Creston High School. Jeff 
is owner and operator of the Emerson Construction 
Company in Creston, Iowa. Jotl Ray attended all 

Richard, Jeffrey, Vera, Dic:k, and Joel Emerson. 

grades and graduated Crom high school here. He is 
a graduate of the University oC Nebraska and 
George Washingtnn University and is presently a 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy Nurse Corps as an 
anesthet ist at Porumouth, Virginia . He marr ied the 
former Merri Kay MinkoCCreston. They have two 
children, Shannon and J.J. 

Richard (Dick) served in the ETO during World 
War II . After returning to Creston he operated the 
Emerson Construction Company and the Emerson 
Kitchen and Bath Center for the past 3S years. 
Landmarks that were built by the Emerson Con· 
struction Company arc: Matilda J. Gibson Ubrary, 
Creston Mutual Telephone Company, First Meth­
odist Chun::h, Episcopal Church, Eagles Building, 
Agnew Building, and many homes in the rural and 
town. Dick was the first Judicial Magistrate 
appoin ted in Union County and has served in that 
capaci ty for eight years. DIck is a past president of 
the Creston Rotary Club; Blue Grass Shrine Club 
and American Legion. He was alsoa member of the 
Creston School Board, Za Ga Zig Shrine and is I 
member of the Methodist Church and a 2S year 
member of Crest moor Golf Club. 

Vera graduated from Creston High School and 
attended Junior College. She is a pan president of 
the Bancroft Hinory Assembl,' Cres ton Adult 
Education, Women's Bureau 0 the Chamber of 
Commerce and Board member, Uni ted Fund, Red 
Cross Bloodmobile. She is current ly an officer of the 
Republican Women, Member and on the Board of 
Methodist Cburch. She is an active partner in the 
business and a kitchen designer and member of the 
American Insti tu tc of Kitchen Dealers. At present 
she is a part-time Housing Aide for Union County 
through the Iowa State University Midcrest Exten· 

sion Service. The Emersons resided at lOIS North 
Spruce for 23 years but presently reside at 609 
North Cedar. 

Our years in Creston have been mostly pleas.ant 
and rewarding. We have seen a few changes over the 
years. We have purchased our cemetery lots at 
Graccland so thi~ is undoubtedly the "end of the 
trail" for us. Vtra Emerson 

STEPHEN L. EMERSONS 
J asper Pricst Emerson' (StephenS, James., Ste­

phen J, S tephenJ, Rober! of Haverhilll (1809-1887) 
and wife Eliza (McCamy) are buried in the ·Afton 
Cemetery. They came from licking Co., Ohio in 
1857 four yea" after the;rson,Stephen L., had built 
a log cabin near 12-Mile Creek and returned for his 
family. They were homesteaders. Jasper btlilt the 
first (rame house in Hi8hland Twp. and was known 
for the looms, spinning wheels and beautiful ... e 
handles he made. As Justice oC the Peace he sell ied 
quarrels, "cried" public sales, and performed mar­
riagcs until son Stephen was ordained as a Christ ian 
minister. Other children were: Nancy Deuel later 
Barber, 18)5; Lucretia Wickham, 18)7; George W. 
Ca. 1839; William J .Ca. 1843. 

S tephen Lafayette Emerson7 (1830· 1906) was a 
farmer Ind ci rcuit -riding preacher. In his early 108 
cabin he had a Seth Thomas clock. One day when his 
wife, Mary Ann (Peck) was alone with the children 
the latCh-s tring was pulled and several tall Indians 
filed in. Hiding her fright , Ma ry Ann offered them 
scats which they solemnly took. All were si lent tew 
some time until the clock s truck when the Indians 
burst into ellci ted talk and laughter and soon left. 
They were Pottawallamie Indians who returned 
annually tovisit ramily graves along 12·Mile Creek. 
hunt and hold contesu with thesellie rs. Their Chief, 
10hn Green, left his son, John White, with S tephen's 
family to go to school. He learned rapid ly but soon 
was called away to replace as chief his father who 
had died. Children of Stephen and Mary Ann were: 
Ralph W., 1853; Willis George, 1855; JennieEckert 
later Hayden, 18 58; Mary C hallie Smith , 1861; 
Lincoln Jasper, 1863; Lydia Stone 1866; and Ste­
phen S., 1869. 

Lincoln Jasper Emerson' (1863-19 19) was a 
stogie jOiner framing large structures such as 
churches or barns with pegs instead of nails. One 
was the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in 
Creston. His wife was Verna (Shaw) ( 1866-1931). 
Shc knew her Bible50 well that she fill ed in when the 

Stephen Ray Emerson 

Baptist minis ter was gone. Lincoln seldom attended 
church ucept when she preached but he was a good 
man well · liked by all. Their children: Stephen Ray 
( ISS9- 19S3); Ethel Wilbee (1 892- 1959); Jean Wise 
(1893· 1953); Donald L. (lg9S- 1973); Ellen Davis 
(1900-1921); Willard (Buck) (1902) and Gerald ine 
Atwood (I90S). 

Stephen Ray Emerson' and English- Drama 
teacher Meta Florence Raney (J88S-19S9) werc 
married in Fairfield. Ia. 13 Oct. 1913. Ray always 

thereafter claimed I) as his lucky number 
headed the Emerson Brothers COnstruct ion 
which built many homes in the 1920$ as well a 
Congregational and Episcopal Churches. He 
Mayor of Creston for 3 terms, Sta te Senator 
terms and a Sta te Highw'l Commissioner 
years. He was President an t hen C hairman c 
Board of the Iowa State Slvin", Bank. He WI! 
liked and respected and he had a grea t sen 
humor. Meta only taught in the High School fo 
years but many of her students kept in touch 
her know how she had inspi red t hem. Ray ~ 
32nd degree Mason, Rotarian, Master Build 
America and one of the Four Horseman go 
Meta was a P.E.O., member of Bancroft, Li! 
Board member and they bOth belonged to the 
Gray Mare bridge club.Their children: Fral)o 
Brown (19IS·19Sg); Rachacl Knock; and 
James who has fond memories of growing I 

Creston in the 1920s and 30s. by: Jane £rn, 
Jon~s 

T. STEPHEN EMERSON 
Emerson is among the earliest A mcrican faIT 

has been traced to various localities in Eng 
Records show tha t a coat-of-arms was gran t 
I S)5 to Radus Emerson. 

, 

" 

four Sons or T. Stephen Emo:rwn _ John. 
George and Jasper. 

Several generat ions later Thomu, wife, _ 
beth and 10 children left England . Tradit iOI 
they came in the ship "Elizabeth Ann" in 
Records of England show the fa mi ly was nOl 
formists and probably had difficulty gettin 
Reference to Thomas as a baker in Massach 
records may mean he assumed the character 
a rt isan to make removal from England less d ir 
Granted SO acres of land in 1638 at Ip 
MauachusetU. 

Early March, 1697, Abnake Indians desc 
on the outlying homes of the Village of Havel 
the Massachusetu Bay Colony. They killed; So 

some of the inhabitants; took captives and t 
homes. ThQmas's grandson and family were 
Hannan Emerson Dustin , her baby and Nurse 
Neff were captured. For rcuons unknOIl 
Indians grabbed the baby by the feet and das 
head against a tree. April, 1697, another ( 
named Sam asked a brave to $how how he ki 
swiftly ; the brave obliged. After all were asl( 
captives obtained tomahawks, killed 10 Ir 
loaded what they would need in one canoe; sa 
rest. At dawn Hannah retu rned to camp ands 
the 10 Indians. Having been given upfordea~ 
was great rejoicing wben tilt captives ret 
Hannah traveled to Boston. petitioned the G 
Court for a bounty to help them rebui ld and 
nish their home. Hannah was awarded 25 ~ 
Mary and Sam each rcccived 12 pounds 6 51 
and Hannah was proclaimed I heroine. 

Five generations later great-great-great gl 
ther Stel;lhen Emerson, born 1782 at Wearo 
Hampshrre, married Eliubeth Boynton, bor 
at Andover, Massachusetts. He served 40, 
the unpopular war of ISI2. With 6 childrc 
moved to Licking county, Ohio in 181 S. Trip 
days; with only 7St, no land for sale, they S( 

on a large tract of land. She died ISS4, hedio 
Great-great grandfather Jasper Priest 

1809, Weare, New Hampshire. MarriCl! 
McCamey (McCamy) who was born 1807, 




