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grandfather, Fred Beeler, homesteaded. Larry is an 
active volunteer for soil conservation promotion. 

He married Nelda Ruth Swan, who is the daugb­
ter of Mary Alice and Dale Swan. She was born on 
March 1 J, \937, at the Harken Hospital in Osceola 
and was namedaftera nurse there. Nelda graduated 
from Truro Consolidated School and attended tbe 
University of Iowa unti l getting married. 

Five children weTe born to them: Donald Bruce, 
born May 6, 1957, and his twin brother, Dale Allen, 
who died May 8, 1951; Larry William, born April 
24,1958; Gary Dean, born March 13, 1959; and 
Rebeo;a Ruth, born September 26, 1960. 

Don graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1979. Larry graduated from Iowa Slate University 
in Agronomy in the summer of 1980 after he had the 
privilege of going 10 China that summer. In 1981, 
Gary graduated from Iowa State University in 
Agronomy and Inte$rated Pest Management. 
Bc:cky attended the Umversity of Iowa for two years 
and transferred and graduated in 1994 from Iowa 
Stale University in Home Economics Education 
with a minor in Food and Nutrit ion. 

LINDA DIANN BEELER 

Linda Beeler, daughter of Don and Dorothy 
Beeler, was born Apri l II , 1939, in Des Moines, 
Iowa. She attended the Truro Consolidated School, 
where she graduated from high school. Since then, 
sbe has graduated from Cottey College in Colum­
bia, M issouri; the University of NOflhern Iowa; and 
recei .. ed her Master's Degree from the University of 
Chicago. She bas lived in Chicago since beginning 
her career as a librarian in Thornridge Higb School 
in Dolton, Illinois. She bas seen tbe school's enroll­
ment grow from 2,000 toover 4,000 students. Linda 
has served as a committee member of tbe National 
Library Association. 

Linda Beeler 

Theopera, ballet,and theatre are Linda's favorite 
pastimes. Through the years, she has traveled 
worldwide. 

OTHELLO BEELER 

Othello Beeler was the oldest of Fred and Nancy 
McClure Beeler's sons, born near Peru on April 4, 
1865. He farmed in partnership with his father who 
subsequently made him a gift of 120 acres in Ohio 
township. 

On April 11, 1887, he and Emma Luella Dear­
dorff. a daughter of Pleasant and Catherine Chad­
wick Deardorff, were married. They established 
their home on the Ohio township farm where they 
lived until they retired 10 Peru in 1923. They were 
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parents of Pleasant Fred, born February 17, 1888; 
01t0 R., born December 24, 1889; Lula May, aged 
two years and Clarence, seven months both died in 
1895; and Leo Dennis born September 13, 1899. 

Othello'sdeath occurred March 9, 1931, followed 
by Emma's seven months later on October 9, 1937. 

OTIO R. BEELER 

0110 R. Beeler was born December 24, 1889, the 
second son of Othello and Emma Deardorff Beeler, 
al their home in Ohio township. He attended Oak 
Run School th rough eighth grade, and completed 
ninth grade in the Peru School. After spending one 
year working for uncles on their ranch in Colorado, 
he began his life-long vocation of farming. 

November 27, 1913, he and Nina Porter were 
married at the home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
F.R. Porter, in Truro. They made their home on a 
farm in Walnut township. 

December 19, 1917, Otto was inducted into the 
U.S. Army, and became Mess Sergeant in the Coast 
Artillery at Ft. Flagler, on Puget Sound, Washing­
ton. He returned to [arming following his honorable 
discharge, January 14, 19 I 9. 

OUo and Nina were parents of three children: 
Lula Josephine was born July 16, 1918; Carl 
Eugene, born J anuary 8. 1922; and Billy Otto, born 
May 13. 1935. 

In 1924, the original house was destroyed by fire, 
and the present dwelling was built east of the first 
site. 

Otto was secretary of the neighborhood coopera· 
tive threshing company, and a director of Garrett 
School many years. 

During World War II , he was a member of the 
Madison County Draft Board. 

Nina's death occurred January 3, 1951, and 
Otto's on February 22, 1955. 

WILLIAM J, BEELER 

WilliamJ. BeelerwasbornApril29,18750nthe 
Beeler homestead. He married Hallie Deardorff 
June 12, 1901, and they lived on the homeplace. 

Hallie and Win Beeler 

Hallie Zenette Deardorff was born on October 
17 , 1877. As a young lady, she would hitch her horse 
to a single buggy to drive to homes to give piano 
lessons. Music, especially the piano, was always an 
important part of her life. 

Hallie and Will had one daughter, Velma, who 
died in infancy and oneson, Albert Donald, who was 
born October 5, 1909. The family moved to Peru, 
Iowa, in 1920 and lived there un til 1923, when they 
moved to Winterset. Iowa. 

Will served as Madison County State Represent­
ative from 1939 to 1943. He was also Chairman of 
the Madison County Office of Price Administration 
from 1941 to 1946. 

Will passed away January 22, 1947, and Hallie 
passed away January 17, 1965. 

HARRISON DURHAM 8EEM FAMILY 

Harrison Durham Seem, son of William J. Bcem 
and Amanda Elizabeth (Heacock) Deem, grandson 
of M ichael and Mary Ann (Lockman) Beem, born 
19 January 1858 - Madison County, Iowa - died 
23 November 1933 in Iowa. Married 10 December 

Hanis.on Beem 

1833 to Lauretta Leeper, daughterofHezekeah and 
Nancy (Snyder) Leeper, born 20 August 1861 died 
14 September 1892 in Adair County, Iowa. Chil­
dren to this union were infant son died a t bir th 1884; 
Viola M. born 6 August 1886 died 6 August 1888; 
Ona Stella born 6 July 1888 died 18 March 1974, 
married Verde Creger born March 1918 died 18 
November 1950. Twochildren to th is union: Wilber 
D. Creger born 25 February 1920 - married Edna 
McDonald 3 July 1943 - lives in Des Moines. 
Freda Louisa born 5 April 1922 died 22 August 
1971 unmarried. 

Alta Cora Beem born 22 November 1890 died 16 
March 1980 married l.<lnnie Ivil Rhyno (her cous­
in) II Mar<:h 1920 _ one daughter to this union. 

Harrison Durham Seem - 4 April 1894 married 
2nd, Bertha A. Knauts born 12 October 1870 
Michigan died 27 January 1942 - ldaho. She was 
daughter of John Henry and Tryphina (Nichols) 
Knouts. Two sons to this union: Virgil Otto born 8 
September 1894 died 18 May 1972 Idaho; he 
married Katie Vas born 18 April 1897 in Holland 
died 16 November 1973 Idaho - to this union were 
seven children, Dorothy Hilda; Arthur Vernon, 
Fred V born 3 September 1920 died 21 December 
1956 - Ann Bertha born 5 October 1921 died 21 
December 193 I. They died 25 years apart. 

Truman Otta, Laura Fay, Kenneth Clyde. The 
Beem boys arc successful farmers and stockman in 
the Jerome, Idaho area. 

Ivan Leroy Beem born 5 November 1897 in 
Hanley, Madison Co., Iowa, was an engine man on 
the Union Pacific RR - he was killed in a railroad 
aC(;ident 31 January 1941 in Nevada - milrri~ 
LucilleSatterfie ld 30 June 1926 in Pocatello, Idaho 
She was a registered nurse and now works as famil} 
historian - one son, Ivan R. Deem, insurance mar 
in Pocatello, Idaho, born 6 J une 1927 in Idaho ­
married R. Jacqueline Leigh of Cedar City, Utah-
15 August 1950. He was in service in WWII 
sta tioned in Camp Crowder, Missouri - in the 
Korean conflict he served in the Air Force. Penta· 
gon, Washington, D.C. He was a high school coad 
for several years before entering the insurance 
business. Jacqueline is an English teacher in High· 
land High School, Pocatello, Idaho. There were; 
children to this union: O. Granger. a graduate o· 
Miami University. Florida, School of Music, mar­
ried 3 February 1979 to Diana Pashley. They live il 
Salt Lake City, Utah. Teresa Lucille (Beem) TOOc 
born 5 November 1954, lives in California. Leig! 
Ivan, Geology graduate born 7·19-58, lives in Poca 
tello, Idaho. 

LEMUEL LYCURTIS AND LAURA 
ELIZABETH (ROSE) DEEM 

Lemuel was born in Jackson County, Indiana 2: 
April 1857, a son of Richard Newton and Elsi, 
(Newkirk) Beem. He arrived in this county wilh hi 
parents in the early 18605. 




