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St andard Porm For He mberl o f th e L eq ~ s latu re 
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1. B i r t hda y and p 1 ac o,-.:If='?;Y=~'iI-'/c..'lu{j::1;?'-----"~"¥''''''''/'-'Cf'''''><'/T''i'''rnt<'---=-. 
2. Marriage (s) dato place 

V 
3 . Significant event. for example : 

A. Bu.in~" -.%41a.<4d,~t'.vv";.,, /7.}9. 11 ''''''';'', "/ 4. 

{h,;",,'-,.,J, ~ 1M' ~t;..~ .1"" a.-~)tirW ' . 
B . Civic r •• pcn.lbll1tlo~, {)c,..,,,4,,rC~,. 

Wh, •. lI,,":nI¥ '" :6 Q.{j.~ ' 

! 
4. Church memb.r.hlP, ____________ ~~~~~~~~------------------
5. Sessions .ervt d, __________________________________________ _ 

7 . Death d1~/q75~ .• ~ -&Z,o"'; ;:~M . .1. IA t , •. ,.!~, t91""'A .;~,"-

8 . Children 4u,.Ji,,,,,~, , ~~tf.:,k"'t7 
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A ttorney Sewell 
Died Saturday 

E. Allen 
5ervcd as Prl'5ident of the latter in 
1958 ;jnd 11)6.'1. 

Sl'wrll was ;l membc>r of the 
United Methodist Church of 
Onaw;!. Delta Chi and Phi Delta 
Phi fraternities: the Onawa 
Kiwanis Club, having sen'ed as 
President in 1965. the Onawa 
Chamber of Commerce, the Onawa 
Country Club. David McNeill Post 
1'\0_ 129 of t~.e American Legion of 
Onawa. and the I.O.O.F. Lodge 1'0. 
380 of Onawa. He was named to 
Who's Who In Amerd:l.n Politic! 
and to Who's Who In the :'IlIdwett. 

ICIAL COUNTY G. 
'y NEWSPAPEtt 

~:'\BERGER HEADS 
rO~lEE GROUP 

!nbcrger has been 
lent of the Siouxland 
tub. 
~ of this club IS to :lid 
13\'[ 'their voc3i 
ak and to assist 
re·habilitation. 
s affiliated with the 
I Association of 
ies in New York and 

by the American 
y. There arc over 200 
; with a membership 
O. Until formation of 
Club, Iowa. was the 

tbout such a club. 
\bcrgcr altcndeo:l the 
onvention in Los 

delegate. This year 
convention ..... iII be 

5, Texas. 

\55 FOR SWlil1!'oUSG 
::GI:-';S 

session of swimming 
the Gunnnr Olson 

!OJ in Onawa ..... iII be 
through July 16 fo:­
~m Onawa. Turin. and 
!d spe-cial requests [c,;­
rhere will be ::I third 
:ssion from .July 21 
ust 1st (or swimmers 
mg. Blencoe. and 
're will be no I($sons 
Jl~' ! ' the pool .... iIl 
)th t .emoon and 
da~ . 

ur swimming lesson 
o Kindergarteners 
approximately 100 

i!cd in our Egg cLas.~. 
t<ltes a slight revision 
s.c~~t: : t" which w!!J be' 

He was one of the attom('ys who 
established the Little Sioux Inter­
County Drainage District and ",-as 
attorney for West Monona Com­
munitv School District. He was 
appointed as Chief Commissioner 
(or the Condemnation Commissicll 
of the Federal District Court of the 
l'\orlhem District of lo ..... a, so ap­
pointed by "Judge Mc:'llnnus. 
During a period of rive years, he 
was retamed as one of three 
la\\1'('rs by the Iowa Legislature 
whn drafted the Iowa Conservancy 
Law. approved by Governor 
Robert D. Ray. The Consen'ane)' 
Law. in CUKt in Iowa. has been 
widely studied in other states and 
elsewhere as a model vchiC'le for 
en\'irbnmenlilJ control. 

He is survh'cd by his wife. 

SEWELL F.. ALU::-,; 

Frances, of Onawa; his son and 
partner. Stephen Whiting Allen of 
Onawa; his daughter, Mrs. 
Thomas (Ellyson) Reinhardt of 
Minnetonka, Minnc:;ota: a sister, 
~lrs. C.P. (Hermione) O<I!:cr of 
Long Beach. California: and his 
brother. Philip Allen of Omaha, 
Nebrasl·a. Thtrt are four grand­
children. Thomas \llhiting Allen. 
age 12: A1thon~' Michael Allen, age 
5: Meli~ Ann Reinhardt. age 4: 
and Rebecca Ann Reinhardt. age Z. 
He was preceded in dea!.b by his 
parents. 

$ewell E. Allen, senior memtx!r 
of the A\1N) and Allen I...aw Firm of 
Onawa. . va. passed away sud· 
denly at his home on June 28. 197:'. 
at the abe of 62 years. 

He was bom ;:.1 10\':'3 City. Iowa. 
on May 4. 1913. the son of the lale 
George Eugene A!lcn and Hilda 
Ellyson Allen. and he had ~n a 
resident of Onawa cor.tinuously 
since 191~. Follo ..... ing his early 
edu'tl'ltion In the Onawa public 
schools. he took pre~aratory 
education at Compton Junior 
College in California and receiHxl 
his B.,\. Dl'grce from the 
\.:niversity 0: Iowa in HIlS. He 
graduat!.'d from the \.:ni,·ers:ly of 
10· ... ·01 College of Law. Juris Doctor 
Degree. in 1939 and began his 
practice of law in Onil ..... a in 1939 
ant' had been continuously so 
occupied since that time. except 
[or three years during World War 
II .... ·hen he served as a Staff 
Sergeant in the Army !lledical 

Corps stationed in Ihe Europcl'ln 
theatre of the ..... ar. 

On "larch Ii. 1943. he was 
married to Frances Whiting at 
Washington. D.C. 

Long active in the Democratic 
Party. he was a member of the 
Iowa House of Repr('S('ntath'cs in 
1941-1942; National Com­
mitteeman. Young Democrats 
1942-1945: Chairman of the 
Democratic Party in ~Ionona 
County 1945-196&. He \\as a C.1n· 
didate for Lieutenant-G<:\'em!Jr :n 
lMG and 1952. He served as " 
:-:ll'mber of the State Central 
Commillce 1954·1%8; delesale 10 
thl' Democratic :\ational Con· 
~en:io:\ in 19Xi and \960. He was 
:'>Ionona County Altorne~' 1963-196S 
and sen'ed as a special ;lssiSlilnl to 
:r.e Attorney General of Iowa in 
1965-I9Gi. 

He was a member of tl'Ie 
American. the Iowa. and Monona 
County Bar Assodations. having 

Services were held on Tuesday. 
July 1. 1975, at the United 
Methodist Church. Onawa. 10000'a, 
with Re\,. Thomas Scats of­
ficiating. The orgOJnist was Clara 
I\e!!e~·. the soloist was EV;ln 
DaviC'S. The song sdection ~,as 
"Dan:1Y Boy" 

,;cti\e bearers were Elroy 
!llaule. Don Reese. Dr. Omilr 
Staoch. Ed Jones. Lyle Ross. and 
James Craford. HGnorary bearers 
were the Monona County lawyers 
and jucges. 

interment was i:l the Onawa 
Cemetery with arrangements by 
the Pearson Funeral Home. 
Onawa. Iowa. 

-
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THE STORY OF IOWA 

ville News," io \Voodbury Coun ty. Thert he: remained 
until August, 1939. when he en tered the eml' \oy of the 
" Keosauqua Republican." In November, 1939. M r. 
K elley left Keosauqua to establish h imself in Onaw a. 
At fir s t he was fore man of the mechanica l d epartmt'nt. 
In Jan uary, '9-1 <1 , he was made business manager of 
the "Sentine]" and two years later, in January, 19-14. 
he became editor and publisher, and he h;l.s since done 
much to build the: paper fu r ther in p restige, dn.:u ]a­
tion and advert ising value and con tent . 

Mr . Kell ey has alwilYs been act ive in the affa ir s 
of the comlllunities ill which he hdS worked. He has 
become a leading citizen of Onawa. At Correct ion ­
ville hI:' was president of the Lions C lub twice and he 
is ta king a leadi ng part in the p rogram of the Lions 
Club of Onawa. H e is a lso active in the Masonic 
fra te rnity, in which he holds the Thirty-second degree, 
and is a Past Master of the On awa lodge; in the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, and in the Independent 
O rder of Odd Fellows. He is promin en t in the or­
gan izations of the newspapH trade, including the 
Iowa Press Associa tion and the National Editorial 
Auodation. He worships in the Methodis t Church. 

Mr. Kelley married Clara Evelyri J obes, a native of 
Casey, Iowa, on May 15, 19Jo. Mrs. Kelley, who is a 
gradua te of the Iowa Sta te Teachers College at 
Cedar Falls, is president of the P.E.O. Sisterhood of 
Onawa, Pas t Matron of the Order of the Eastern Star , 
and a member of the Federated 'Nomen's Clulls and 
the Rebekah! at Onawa. One son was born to the 
Kelleys, Donald Ray Kelley. 

SEW E LL ELLYSON ALLEN-An attorney who 
has served his area as political leader and legi slator , 
Sewell Ellyson Allen has a statewide repu ta tion for 
zeal in puhlic service. which bega n long before he 
obtained his law degree. when he assumed the re­
sponsibilities of deputy clerk of the Court of Monona 
County. Mr. Allen, whose base of operations and 
home arc in Onawa, seat of that cou nty, is a veteran of 
W orld War II. 

He wa s bo rn in Iowa City on May 4, 1913. H is 
father was the noted \:Vester" Iowa attorney. George 
Eugene Allen of O nawa. Born in Delavan, Illinois, on 
October 17, 1886, the elder Mr. Allen had a 1lI0st 
distinguished career tha t ended in Onawa with his 
dealh on November zo, 19-'4. He was ed ucated in 
the public schools of Nevada, seat of Story County : 
at Coe College, Cedar Rapids: the State University of 
Iowa, Iowa City: and the University of Chicago. H e 
spen t one year at Coe an d received the degrees of 
Bachelor of Arts from the Sta te University in 19 10 
a nd of Bachelor of Laws in 191J. Between the two 
degrees he spent two years at the Universi ty of Chi­
cago, where he also s tudied law and where he 
achieved such prominence among his fe llow students 
a s to be elected presiden t of his class. A t the State 
Universi ty of Iowa he was the debater for the law 
school. H e was elected to Delta Chi frate rnity while 
in Chicago. D uring the summers and other free time 
in his school days, George E. A llen worked on his 
father's farm in S tory Counly. After obta ining his 
degree in law, the elder ~Ir. Allen taught in the high 
school at ~fitchell. South Dakota. for one year and 
then for another year practiced law and was an edito r 
and publisher at Moville, in Woodbury Coun ty. I n 
19 15 George E. Allen moved to QllalVa, where he 
continued !he practice o f law, for ming a partnersh ip 
called Qli\<er and Allen. Later he practiced inde­
pendently. H e served three te rms as Coun ty Attorney 
of Monon a County, the first beginning in 1919. the 

second, in 1 93l, and the third, in 1936. For $n'ual 
years he was also ,)residen t of the school board. AI 
the t ime of his death in 1944, he was chairman of the 
~tonona County Democrat ic Committee. Throughout 
hi~ career as an a tto rney he was act ive in the Monona 
Count}', Iowa State and American ba r a ssocia tions. 
In June. 191.l, George E. Allen ma rr ied Hilda Ellyson, 
a native of Iowa's \Vest Branch. A gradua te of the 
State University of Iowa and the holder of the Bach· 
elor of Arts degree, )'I rs. Allen taught in Iowa's high 
schools for eight years. Sewell Ellyson Allen is t he 
oidesl of Mr. lind Mrs. George E. Allen's three chilo 
dren. T he othe r two. in the o rder of their b irth, <Ire 
Philip Austin }\ lIen and Hermione Georgette, now 
Mrs. Clarence Potter Baker. 

Sewell Ellyson Allen was graduated from the Dna· 
wa High School in 1931. H is high school career had 
been distinguished. He nOI only was a football player 
but a leader among his fellow studen ts, whom he 
served as president of the jun ior class. as we ll as in 
other capacities. In the sum mer vacations he worked 
in various s tores. In the fall of 1931 he went to Comp­
ton, California. near Los Angeles. where he became a 
student in the Compton Junior College, in which he 
was acti\<e also in student p rograms, including the 
Spanish Club. A t the conclusion of his two yeaTS there, 
Mr. Allen returned to his nalive state and ~nlered the 
State University at Iowa City. In 1935 he was gradu­
ated with the d~gree of Bachelor of Arts. At the uni­
versity he was elected to Delta Chi frat ernity. :\t r. Al­
len proceeded with his education until he reached the 
junior year at the State Univenity School of Law. but 
then withdrew to become deputy clerk of the U onona 
County Court at Onawa. In Ihe fall of 1937 he rc­
elltered the Law School and in 1939 was graduate.1 
with the degree of Juris DOClor . At the law school he 
became a member o f P hi Delta Phi. 

Admitud to the Iowa S tate Bar in August, 1939, 
Mr. Allen formed a partnersh ip with his fathe r in 
O nawa, the law fi r lll being called A llen an d ," lien. 
The partnership continued unti l July 1. 1942. when 
Sewell Allen was called into the Un ited S tates Army. 
In 1940. he had been elected to the Iowa State I'l ouse 
of RepHsentatives and had o therwise begun to ex­
hibit qualities of public leaders hip. I n the Army he 
was trained at Camp Picke ll. Virginia. an d then 
se rved with the 23rd Genera l Hospital in the European 
Theater of Operations for two years. attaining the 
rating of staff sergeant. Exactly a month after V-J 
Day clllJ ed World Vlar II in the Pacific. ;\Ir. Allen 
was separated from the service, on Oc tober 2, 1945. 

His father having died the year before, ~Ir. Allen. 
on his return to Onawa, too).: up the practice of law 
alo ne. At the $ame time he resumed his place in civic 
and Democratic leadership. and in 1946 he was the 
Democratic candidate for the office o f Lie utenant 
Governor of Iowa. In 1948 he was the De mocrat ic 
candidat e for D istr ict Judge of Iowa 's Fourth Judi­
cial Dis trict. A former member of the Young Demo­
crats National Committee. he is now chairman of the 
Monona County Democratic Committee. He is a lso 
active in the Monona County, Iowa S ta te and ,"meri­
can bar associations. the Ame rican Legion. the Ma­
sonic fraternity, and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 

Mr. Allen .married Frances Vlhitin g on March Ii, 
1943· A natIve of the town of \ ·Vhiting. ~I r s. Allen 
is a fOrlner st udent of both Rockford College. at Rock. 
ford, Illinois, and the Universi ty of Ari~ona. at Tuc­
son. Two chiM ren have been born to ;\Ir. an d Mrs. 
Allen: Stephen Whi ting Allen and Ellyson ,·\lIen. 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.




