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Pat's Dance, Spring Clean-Up Week, 8th Annual 
Salesmen's Day. Ridiculous Day, Moonlight Madness and 
Shop Christmas in Hartley. One new addition to Ridicu­
lous Day was a Chamber fund-rai sing Slave Auction. 
Chamber members volunteered to work one day for the 
highest bidder: thirty-three members participated raising 
over $2000. 

Efforts to form a JayCees organization (formerly known 
as Junior Chamber of Commerce] succeeded for a short 
time in 1975. However the group disbanded and has not 
been able to re-establish itself. 

The newest organization initiated by the Chamber of 
Commerce is the Goodwill Ambassadors. These Chamber 
members are considered an arm of the Chamber -
promoting goodwill and welcoming new business to 
Harlley. 

Records show that in 1978 there were 105 active 
members and Lifetime members participating in the 
Hartley Chamber of Commerce. 

Farmers Mutual Insurance 
Association of O'Brien County 

The Farmers Mutual Insurance Association of O'Brien 
County, Iowa, was organized in the spring of 1890 through 
the conscientious efforts of a group of public-spirited men 
in canvassing the county to procure one hundred thousand 
dollars insurance on property in O'Brien County, the 
requirement necessary in order to obtain the charter . 

Most of the credit for signing up the required amount in 
order to obtain the charter should go to J. P. Martin, 
Sutherland, Iowa, a Civil War Veteran, who served as the 
first President, and incidentally lived to be one hundred 
two years old, the last Civil War Veteran in Iowa at the 
time of his death on September 20, 1949. 

Mr. Marlin traveled on horseback, on foot and by one 
horse sleigh all through the winter when finally on March 
11, 1890 Articles of Incorporation were approved, with the 
following officers: J.P. Martin, President; S. B. Crosser, 
Vice President; L. T. Gates, Secretary; and H. P. Scott, 
Treasurer. 

The first million dollars in risks was not obtained until 
1900 and through the untiring efforts of the Officers, 
Directors, and Agents, the Association continued to make 
a rapid growth. By continued inspection and risk 
prevention, the Association has been able to maintain the 
needed surplus without any substantial rate increases. 

In 1923 the Home Office of the Association was moved 
from Sanborn to Hartley, Iowa. William Treimer of our city 
was elected Secretary, the position he served until the 
time of his death on April 6, 1957. The Farmers Mutual 
Insurance Association, also known as the O'Brien County 
Mutual Insurance Association, continued to maintain its 
position as a progressive Company, and it was on March 7, 
~941 the Association purchased six fire trucks to be placed 
m the various towns of O'Brien County. to be manned by 

volunteer firemen of each town. This number was 
gradually expanded to eleven fire fighting units, with 
placement in all towns of the County, as well as one unit to 
serve the Granville area of Sioux County. It was through 
such a plan as this, the rural people of this area were not 
taxed for fire protection, and it was the foresight of the 
Directors that the fire trucks would pay for themselves in 
the buildings that would be saved as a result of the 
ownership. It has been said that this Insurance Association 
was the only Insurance Association in the United States, 
that provided this number of fire trucks to a community in 
the interest of fire safety, which was also a move to 
maintain low cost insurance for its policyholders. 

Similar to a good many other County Mutuals, the 
soundness and integrity of the Directors and Officers and 
their continuous service with very small remuneration for 
their services during the pioneer days, were the 
fundamental reasons for the successful operation of the 
O'Brien County Mutual. .. during eighty-nine years in 
service, only five Secretaries and seven Presidents served 
this organization. 

Tribute should be paid to certain Directors and Officers 
who have served in the past, but are now deceased. 
Among this group, the County Mutual includes Wm. 
Appeldorn, Sr., Paullina, Iowa; Warren Norton of 
Sanborn; Orren Tjossem of Gaza; and R. L. Simm of 
Paullina; Wm. Treimer of Hartley ; George H . Kaiser of 
Primghar; Orlo H. Smith of Paullina; John Watterson of 
Sutherland; P. L. Youngers of Sheldon; Anton Baadte of 
Sheldon; G. W. Smith of Paullina and Fred Nelson of 
Sheldon. And there are others, having passed on, but 
contributing much to the success of the County Mutual. 

Now the Farmers Mutual Insurance Association holds 
the enviable record of being one of the largest County 
Mutual Insurance Associations in the State of Iowa, with 
over two hundred million of risks in force and a reserve for 
claim payments of over one million five hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Current Directors and Officers now serving this County 
Mutual are President Walter Kruse of Sheldon; Vice 
President Harold Klink of Spirit Lake; Secretary-Treasurer 
Virgil Treimer of Hartley; Assistant Secretary-Treasurer 
Duane Kolpin of Hartley and Office Manager Gloria 
Riedemann of Hartley. Other directors serving are 
Bernard Watterson, Sutherland; Wm. Appeldorn, Paul­
lina; Raymond Youngers, Sheldon; Wallace Sirnm, 
Paullina; Ronald Vander Sluis, Primghar; and David 
Norton, Sanborn. Sterling Archer, former Treasurer, 
serves in position of Director Emeritus. Risk management 
position is held by Harry Kaiser with George Sleeper as 
Claims Supervisor. 

In 1973 the Association built its first Home Office 
Building located at 91 S. Central Avenue, Hartley , Iowa, 
and plans are soon to be underway to celebrate its lOOth 
Anniversary scheduled for March of 1990. 
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1804 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

SAM SWI FT 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Sam Swift, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Sam Swift was born in Benton, Wisconsin, in 1876, and passed away 
July 19, 1~52, at the age of 76 years. 

His grandparents were among the earliest pioneers. They immigrated 
from Ireland in 1826 and settled in Lafayette county, Wisconsin. 

From 1906 to 1914 he held the office of county recorder. He was a barber 
by profession and was in the barber supply business for 20 years. 

Mr. Swift married Dorothy Baule in 1902, and to this union three chil­
dren were born. 

He served Dubuque county in the Forty-fifth and Forty-fifth Extra 
sessions of the General Assembly. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Ho~(se of Representatives of the Fifty­
eighth GeneraL Assembly &f Iowa: That in the passing o.f the Honorable 
Sam Sw.ift, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and useful 
public servant, and the House by this resolution would express its appr e­
ciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members of his family. 

Be It Fu1·ther Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

JOHN L. DUFFY, 
T HOMAS P. O'TOOLE, 
CASEY Loss, 

Committee. 

WILLIAM TREIMER 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Honor-

able William Treimer, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 
William Treimer was born February 6, 1886, and passed away April 6, 
~'9~1 

He married Emma Krebs of Durant, Iowa, on September 21, 1910. 
They became the parents of four sons: Wilbert, Virgil, Donald, and 
Wayne who preceded him in death. 

Mr. Treimer served as secretary of the Hartley school board for many 
years and was secretary of the Farmers Mutual Insurance Association 
of O'Brien county; treasurer of the Iowa Mutual Tornado Insurance Asso­
ciation of Des Moines; and was one of the fou nders and vice-president 
of the Allied Mutual Casualty Company of Des Moines. 

He was a member of the Methodist church. 

He served as O'Brien county representative in the Forty-fifth, Forty­
fifth Extra, Forty-sixth, Forty-sixth Extra and Forty-seventh General 
Assemblies. 

He is survived by his wife, Emma, and sons Virgil and Donald of 
Hartley and Wilbert of Des Moines. 
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Therefo're, Be It R esolved by the H ovse of Rep1·csentativc:; of the Fifty­
eighth General A ssembly of Inwa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
William Treimer the people of O'Brien county and the entire state of 
Iowa have sustained a great loss and the House expresses its appre-­
ciation of his character and public service and tenders, by this resolution, 
its sincere and heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their great 
sorrow and loss. 

Be I t Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread up<m 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enr olled copy to the family of the deceased. 

MARVIN W. SMITH, 
W. J . JOHANNES, 
MERLE W. HAGEDORN, 

Committee. 

IRA L. TURNER 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Ira L. Turner, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Ira L. Turner was born at Oakland, Iowa, Octo-ber 18, 1882, and passed 
away at Malvern, Iowa, May 27, 1957. 

On March 15, 1905, he married Allie M. Thomas. To this union five 
children were born: Orville F., Avoca, Iowa; Leafy Leader, Atlantic, Iowa; 
Mervin E., Malvern, Iowa; Max L., Elliott; Iowa, and Ned H., Malvern, 
Iowa. 

Mr. Turner was educated in the rural schools and Capital City Com­
mercial College. 

He served two terms in the Iowa General Assembly as Representative 
from Mills county in the Fifty-second and Fifty-fifth sessions. 

He was a member of the Masonic lodge, Order of the Eastern Star, 
Malvern Rotary Club of which he was a past president, and Methodist 
church. He was a trustee of the Hastings Methodist church for twenty 
years, and past Sunday school superintendent there. He was a member 
of Mills County Farm Bureau and past president. He was vice--president 
of Producers Live Stock Marketing Association at the time of his death. 

Mr. Turner owned and operated a three hundred twenty acre farm 
north of Malvern and fed from one hundred to two hundred head of 
cattle each year. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Rep1·esentatives of the Fifty­
eighth General Assembly of I owa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
Ira L. Turner, the people of Mills county and the entire state of Iowa 
have sustained a great loss, and the House expresses its appreciation of 
his character and public service and · tenders, by this resolution, i ts sin­
cere and heartfelt sympathy to his family in their sorrow. 

Be It Further R esolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

RoscoE E. GREENWOOD, 
GONR.AD OSSIAN, 
PAUL M. WALTER, 

Committee. 
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IGI Individual Record FamilySearch™ International Genealogical Index v5.0 

North America 

William Treimer 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 06 FEB 1885 Dixon, Scott, Iowa 
Christening: 
Death: 06 APR 1957 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

August Treimer 
Sophia Kruse 

Messages: 

Pedigree 

Family 

Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LOS Church. No additional information is available. 
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter. 

Source Information: 
No source information is available. 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/IGI/individual_record.asp?recid= l 00217297407&... 1/17/2010 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for William Treimer in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: William Treimer 

Birth Yl'ar: abt 1886 

Birth Place: Iowa 

Gcnckr: Male 

Race: White 

~larital Status: Married 

Ct•nsus Date: 1915 

Residt•nce Statt•: Iowa 

Rcsidcnct' Count~·: O'Brien 

Locality: Hartley 

Mother's Germany 

Bilthplact': 

Fatht'r's Germany 

Birthplace: 

Roll: IA1915-364 

Line: 332 

Nt'ighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Mcmht'r'S: William Treimer 

Source Jnformation: 

Age 

29 

\rt<'\"-.tf).l'QI'n. lou•a State n.•JL"US ('(1/li!{'tion. IHJb-J925Id;ttctbast:' on-lind. Pr0\0, l,;T, lS-\: 
\n<.-...stn.~-om Opt>rdtiun~ Inc·. :1007. Orig.inf'll dat:t: ;\lit·rotilm or luw.- ~l<\lt.' (A.·n,uw-.. 1856. t8$t:;.. 
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PERSONAL INFORMATION 

BJ William Treimer 
Bom: 6 Feb 1886 

LocatiOn, (~.:ouiHry ) 

Died: 6 Apr 1957 
Hartley, fcounlyl, Iowa, USA 

I Vu:~w ptrSon·s InfO 

Fa mily Hist orica l Records 

Family Groups 
Spouse 

Wife 
Born: abt 1885 in LOcation, (countryl 
Died: abt 1955 in Location, !countrvl 

Marriage: abt 1809 in Loc:ation, [lOUI1try] 

Children 

Donald 0 Trelmer 

Vul}•l w Tretmer 

Augu$t Tre•mer 

Sophta Kruse 

Family Facts 
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William Treimer 
S.M 6 ~b 1885 on Dillon, Scott County, Iowa 

[)o.>•Jl 6 Apr 1957 in Hartley, O'Bnen County, Iovra 
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Medlil Gallery 
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18Ss 
C:d··b 

1910 

Aqol5 

1957 

Comments 

Birth 
Dixon, Scott County, lowo 

Marriage to Emma Krebs 
~ Scott County, Iowa (Month & Day unlcnown) 

Death 
Hlrtley, 0'8nen County, Iowa 

Add a comment 
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Fam1ly ~!embers 

Parents 

August Tre.im er 
1843 1918 

Sophia Kruse 
185<> 1911 
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Emma Krebs 
37 .. 
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You searched for William Treimer in Iowa 

Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500S-1900s 

Name: William Treimcr 

Year: t868 

Platt·: Scott Co., Iowa 

Source Publication 2771 

Code: 

Prima£! Treimer, William 

lmmi~rant: 

Source GREENLEE, JANET. Naturalization Index of Scott 
Bihliogr<1phy: County, Iowa, 1842-1930. Des Moines: Iowa 

Genealogical Society, 1981. 228p. 
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