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IIlioois .RiiDcidge dtstrictrillnager. month to !59.94;-~ ·f "' 13 ~6 pe;reet1t 
"I expect the board to defmitely increase. Typical monthly bills 

appuve a nue increase, based on the would go up 8.4 percent fcx commer
information we're providing," Unser cial customers and 10.4 percent for 
said. "It probably will be very close 
to what we have proposed.'' · · See RATES, Page 2 

Longtime attorney 
rJ:ohn Mi'tchell dies 

By WALTER B. SfEVENS 
Editor emeritus 

John H. Mitchell, 92, fooner Iowa 
attorney general, famer Iowa Home 
speaker and a prac
ticing attorney in 
Humboldt and Fort · · 
Dodge for 61 : 
years, died Moo- . 
day afternoon at ::, 
Trinity Regional · 
Hospital after a · 
long illness with 
cancer. 

Funeral services 
will be 10 a.m. 
Friday at Corpus J hn 
Christi Catholic 0 H. 
Church following a Mitchell . 
9:30 am. service at Laufersweiler
Sievers Funeral Home. 
: :One of the agani.zerS of Iowa 
Central Conununity College, Mitch
ell served as president of the board 
from 1966 to 1976. That service 
followed 16 years (1945-61) on the 
Fort Dodge Community School 
Board, the last seven as president, 
and five years (1961-66) as a director 

of the Webster Coonty School Board. 
A longtime trustee of Corpus 

Christi Catholic parish, Mitchell also 
served on parish and Sioux City 
diocesan school boards. 

He was one of the organizezs and 
early leaders of the Fort Dodge 
Betterment Foundation and in March 
. 1979 was recognized by the board 
for his 35 years of service. The 
foundation made· land available for 
Iowa Central Community College 
arid other major community develop
ments. 

Other positions he held . through 
the years include: 

• Exalted ruler of the Elks Lodge. 
• Grand knight and district deputy 

of the Knights. of Colwnbus. 
• Commander of the Hwnboldt 

American Legion Post and · the 
Eighth District American Legion. 

• President of the F<Xt Dodge 
Chamber of Commerce, president of 
the Industrial Development Corpora
tion, president of the Webster County 
Bar Association. 

See MITCHELL, Pa~ 2 
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:Crisis line calls ~ 
Date rap.e seen as 
,growing problem 

By LARRY JOHNSON 
' - Editor _ 

' 

her afterward, confiding that she's be 
victim of a sexual assault 

"Right now, date rape is the fastest-1 
are3. The only people who can change 
the young people . themselves." Swan 
"That's why, when we ~· in scho 
really stress mutual respect ' 
- Swartz says she believ~ vrn1t~ Are c. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

and community devel-

~ked 
i vote 
: 20th state to reswne 
lffienl since 197 6. Har
:he 169th person put to 
~U.S. SuJXeme Court's 
that allowed states to 
the ~th penalty. 
r anuary. 2.547 inmates 
rows across the nation; 

the NAACP Legal 
~Fund Inc. 
states that have death 
lifomia and 16 others 
(ecuted anyone since 
unent was restored in 

was scheduled to die at 
fuesday for the 1978 
vas sentenced 13 years 
r.e within 12 hours of 
m i 's two-~ green 
in 1990 before a stay 

se c 1eared the state· s 
by early 1982 one of 

lth sentences upheld by 
then-liberal Supreme 

e then spent most of the 
in the 9th U.S. Circuit 

eals as it became a test 
th penalty issues. 
o years have been spent 
ther Harris could claim 
ineffective psychiatric 

, as Saturday, a federal 
arily halted the execu
. a hearing on whether 
was cruel and unusual 
3ut a tltrte-judge panel 
U.S. Circuit COW1 of 
t.ur"-d that late sunday 

ted from Page 1 

A request from the Fort Dodge Addition. pen;a~ 

The 
for re5 
utility' Mitchell 

Numerous honors and awards 
were made to Mitchell in recognition 
of his charitable, educational and 
community service. AI11Qilg them 
were: 

• Naming of ooe of the dormito
ries at Iowa Central as Mitchell Hall. 

• A special bona' accorded in 
1983 by the Rotary Club, of which 
he was ·a member for more than 50 
years and served as president in 1944 
and 1945. 

• Lions Club Community Service 
Award in 1962. 

• Kiwanis and Sertoma Club 
service awards . . 

• Gnind marshal of the 1989 
Frontier Days parade. 

Mitchell's school board service 
came during an expansion and 
growth period unparalleled in the 
district's history. Most of the dis
trict's present schools, including 
Senior High, were built while he was 
on the board. . 

His career in state government was 
brief but memorable. Elected as a 
Democratic state representative from 
Webster County, he served only two 
tenns, 1933 to 1936. He was only 35 
and in his second tenn in the House 
when he was elected speaker -
youngest ever to hold that offire. His 
election came after he had sponsored 
iimovative fann mortgage morato
rium insurance to provide financially 
hard pressed Iowa fanners time to 
meet their m<Xtgage obligations and 
hold onto their land in the Depres-
sion of the 30s. · 

After one term, 1937-39, as 
auomey general, Mitchell gave up 
state office and returned to Fort 
Dodge to resume the practice of law 
and to accept various leadership 
positions in the community. 

Continued from Page 1 
the co 
group 
have t 
and i The law finn headed by his father, 

the late M. J. Mitchell, also included 88)~ 
his . brother' the . late Dooa1d J. t 
Mitchell, and widely-respected Alan ~ 

~~ 1951 to 1965, Mitchell was subs~~ 
a part-time refttee .in bankruptcy for ~us 
the R<>rt.hm1 district of Iowa. reasoo 

He ended a mstinguished law crease 
career with retiremen~ at age 85, in "It' 
December 1984, from the law flfill of when 
Mitchell, Coleman, Perkins and increa 
Enke. His eyesight was failing is exc 
sharply at the time. we ho 

During most of his retirement 
years, he has lived at the Marian 

Village. E 
Mitchell was born in Fort Dodge 

Nov. 5, 1899. He attended Corpus 
Christi elemerMary schQol and gradu-
ated from Fort Dodge Senior High in abou~ 
1918. right I 

It was while attending Loras somoo 
College in Dubuque that he joined happel 
the Student Anny Training Corps, your f: 
thus qualifying as a veteran of World Mo 
War I. but i1 

He transferred to the Univmity of perpet 
Iowa where he completed undergrad- Y~· 
uate and law school and was cnsts 
admitted to the Iowa Bar in 1923. He sexual 
practiced law in Hwnboldt · from .. S< 
1923 to 1927 when he joined his quite 
father, M. J., in a Fort Dodge about 
~tire. M~ 

He married Ruth Jaqua of Hum- Ad~ 
boldt in February 1926, and they had lion ~ 
two daughters: Jean Kruse and federa 
Martha Schluter. both of whom live contril 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. Ruth died Way · 
in 1979. John's second marriage was for 'ti 
to Helen McCarville, widow of staffer 
attorney Pa~ McCarville. Survivors volunt 
are the wtdow Helen, the two classn 
daughters and six grandchildren. 

F: 
Cont 
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Ave. N., died Monday at Trinity 

JOHN H. MITCHEJ.T, 

):30 a.m. Times
late Conception 
eiokee, with the 
Jiciating. Burial 
:Uvary . Cemetery 
on will be today 
.o Home in 
;crtpture service 

Regional Hospital, Fort Dodge. 

Services will be 9:30 am. Friday Fo•Y.t podge 
at the Chapel of Laufersweiler- f 
Sievers Funeral Home, F<rt Dodge, h :._ • 
and 10 a.m. Friday at Corpus Christi 0 U ___ . smg 
Church, Fat Dodge, with the Rev. 
Albert 0. Grendler, pastor, offtciat- · QK · 
ing at the Mass of Christian Burial. agency . _ S 
Visitation is at the funeral home aftel 
4 p.m. Thursday. A Legion of Mary lari• es 
Rosary will be held at 4:30 p.m.; Sa 

~.m. 

his wife, Marga-
1 Slota, Washta, 
erg, Cedar Rap-
Cherokee; four 

let, Nellie 11es, 
r, William, Fort 
.eva Rosendahl, 
ld Eleanor Lyon, 
"eceded in death 

Keith, and his 

:c. 13, 1938 at 
d and graduated 

Knights of Columbus Rosary, at 7 
p.m.; and a vigil for the deceased at 8 
p.m., all Thursday at the Funeral 
Home. 

Survivors include his wife, Helen; 
daughters, Martha Schluter and 
Jeanne Kruse both of Colorado 
Springs, Colo.; six grandchildren; 
five great-grandchildren. 

May Baskets will 
be delivered 

X>l in 1957. In Second grade students from Coc
ugaret Wasko at pus Cluisti School are taking May 
1ple moved to Baskets to ···adopted grandparents" 
where be worked at the Marion Home on May 1. Betty 
ocp. for 2~ years. Niceswanger is their le3chct. 

by Chris~nsen Years ago Betty began taking May 
:.ee at the time of Baskets to all residents of the Marion 

( Home in honoc of her deceased 
er ~~ the United parents. Instead of spending money 
erc1al Workers on flowers foc her parents' graves, 

she said she felt her parents would 

•VOSt 
want her to do something more worth 
while. 

.. She got to know the stAff at the 
... .. . ' -.:' , _, ~~ ~ -~~ · -

By MICHELL HANSON 
Messenger stJlfl' writer 

A 1.5 percent across-the-boar;d 
cost-of-fiving adjustment (COLA} 
for housing agency employees was 
~ved by the Fort Dodge Munici~ 
pal Housing Agency Board Tues-. 
day's. - · 
Wa~ Taylor, agency director~ 

said the i.ncre$e would take effect 
July 1 and that he would incttpora1e 
it into the 1992-93 budget for the 
board's consideration at the May 
meeting. 

The last iilcre$e was in July ot 
1991 when agency employees re~ 
ceived a 5 percent adjustment 

The board also adopted Resolution 
No. 6-92 oC the Section 8 Existing 
Consolidated Annual Contributio~ 
Contract It amends the Departme~ 
of Housing and Urban DeveJOJ}': 
ment's (HUD) Replacement Fwlding' 
Contributions Contract. 

Taylor said it is a financial change 
•L-• YY'YY"W""'''ro. _~'.,. _ _ • _ __ __ . ..,1'1 • 
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Home DNA • Collaborate • , Learning Center • 

Name : John H Mitchell 

Birth Date: 5 Nov 1899 

Publish Shop + Gift Hire An Expert 

Birth Place : Fort Dodge, Webster, Iowa 

Father's Name : M J Mitchell 

Mother 's name: Mary Howard 

FHL Film 1401748 
Number: 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. Iowa, Births and Christenings Index, 1857·1947 [da tabase on- line]. 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancest ry .com Operat1ons, Inc., 2011. 
Origmal data : 

"Iowa Births and Chnsten1ngs, 1830-1950." Index. Fam1lySearch, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, 2009, 2010. Index entries denved from d1gital copies of original and compiled 
records. 

Description: 
Th1s database 1s an index extracted from more than 1.7 million birth, bapt•sm, and 
chnsten1ng records from Iowa. Learn more ... 

Cont<Kt l'..; \ncl' .... try.com Blm!. .\ffiliatt'" (;ift \\t'rntwr_..;hip.; l'an't'r . .: Visit our other sites: Unrted States 

© 1997-2012 AncestJ~ .com I (',Hvora!(' lnfor mai!Oi l I Jln \ aC~ I Term-. <11 1d l'ondll inlh 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/cgi-binlsse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= FSiowaBirth%2c&rank=0&=%2c ... 7/24/2012 
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Home ~ Family Trees • 
"-----

20 

Shop + Gift Hire An Expert DNA • ! Collaborate • - i Learning Center • I Publish 
--- --------- _ _! _____________ -------- - -------- ---------- ---

Name : John H Mitchell 

Age : 6/12 

Birth Date : Nov 1899 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Home in 1900: Wahkonsa, Webster, Iowa 
[Webster] 

Race : White 

Gender : Male 

Relation to Head Son 
of House: 

Marita l Status : Single 

Father's Name: Michell Mitchell 

Father's Iowa 
Birthplace: 

Mother's name : Mary J Mitchell 

Mother's Canada 
Birthplace : 

Occupation : View on Image 

Neighbors : View others on Qage 

Household Name 
Members : Michell Mitchell 

Mary J Mitchell 
John H Mitchell 

Source Ci tation: Year: 1900; Census 
Place: Wahkonsa, Webster, Iowa; Roll: 465; Page: 3A; Enumeration 
District: 187; FHL m>crofilm: 1240465. 

Age 

34 
28 
6/12 

Ancestry.com. 1900 Umted States Federal Census [database on
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the 
United States, 1900. Washmgton, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Admi nistration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls . 

Description: 
This database is an index to mdiv1duals enumerated in the 1900 United States 
Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded 
many details includmg each person's name, address, relationship to the head of 
household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth, age at last birthday, mantal 
status, number of years married, the total number of children born of the mother, the 
number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, 1f the 
rndividual was foreign born, the year of 1m migration and the number of years in the 
United States, the citizenship status of forergn -born rndrviduals over age twenty-one, 
occupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population 
schedule are linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more .. 

Contact Us An('eStl)' .l'Om Blog ' Arfiliatrs , Gift Mt'mberships ! Careers Visit our other sites: i United States 

© 1997-2012 Ancestr) .com l Corporah• Information I Pri\al'.\ J Terms and Conditions 

helenjwh1 Help 

http ://search.ancestry .com/ cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1900usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2c... 7/24/2012 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

l 

1930 United States Federal Census - Ancestry .com Page 1 of 1 

20 ancestry helenjwh1 Help 

r- Home I Family Tr~~ DNA Collaborate • 
-------------------

Learning Center • 
1 

Publish Shop + Gift Hire An Expert 

You searched for John H • ._Mi-tc-h-el-1 i_n..,I owa 

Provided in 

Association with 

• ... _ ~-~-·- 0 -~- ... -No... 0 0 • 

Name: John H Mitchell 

Gender: Male 

Birth Year: abt 1900 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Race: White 

Home in 1930: Fort Dodge, Webster, Iowa 
View Map 

Marital Status: Married 

Relation to Head Head 
of House: 

Spouse's Name: Ruth Mitchell 

Father's Iowa 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Iowa 
Birthplace: 

Occupation: 
Education: 

Military Service: 
View image 

Rent~~~~~ 
A~e at first 

arnage: 

Jtarrcnts' bi tip ace: 
Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 
Members: John H Mitchell 

Ruth Mitchell 
Mary M Mitchell 

Mary A Jaqua 

Edna Hinz 

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Fort 
Dodge, Webster, Iowa; Roll: 688; Page: 6A; Enumeration 
District: 38; Image: 13.0; FHL m1crof1lm: 2340423. 

Source Information: 

Age 

30 
28 
1 
[1 
7/12] 
2 
[2 
9/12] 
18 

Ancestry.com. 1930 Unrted States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002. 
Origmal data: Un1ted States of Amenca, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of 
the Umted States, 1930. Washmgton, D.C.: National Arch1ves and Records 
Admm1stration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls. 

Description: 
The 1930 Census contams records for approximately 123 m111ion Amencans. The 
census gives us a glimpse 1nto the lives of Amencans in 1930, and contams 
informat1on about a household's family members and occupants includtng: 
birthplaces, occupat1ons, tmm1grat1on, citizenship, and military service. The names of 
those listed m the census are ltnked to actual images of the 1930 Census. Learn 
more ... 

Corllacll".s Am'\·~try.rom Blog Affili..tll'" Cifl M(•mbc.•r-;h ips Can'c.'r..; \"isit our other sites: United States 

if' 1997-2012 Ancesh).com I Corpulah• Information I f'r·han I Tt•rrns and Conditions 
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Social Security Death Index - Ancestry .com 

< .. ...' ancestry · iII 

Home ; Family Trees • DNA • Collaborate .,. Learning Center .,. 

Name: 

SSN: 

Born: 

Died: 

State (Year) 
SSN issued : 

John H. Mitchell 

482-48-2986 

5 Nov 1899 

20 Apr 1992 

Iowa (1956-1957) 

20 

Publish Shop + Gift Hire An Expert 

Source Citation: Number: 482-48-2986; Issue State: Iowa; Issue Date: 1956-1957. 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. Social Security Death Index [database on-lme]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operat1ons Inc, 2011. 
Ongmal data: Socia! Security Admmistrat1on . Sooaf Security Death Index, Master 
File. Sooa! Secunty Adm1n1stration. 

Description: 
The SoCial Secunty Admmistration Death Master File contams mformation on m11!ions 
of deceased indtvlduals w1th Umted States social security numbers whose deaths 
were reported to the Social Secunty Admm1stration. B1rth years for the mdividuals 
listed range from 1875 to last year. Information in these records mcludes name, b1rth 
date, death date, and last known res1dence. Learn more .. 

Visit our other sit('s: United States 

[:' 1997-2012 AnN:'stl"_\.rom l t"r,q>,l\lh' lnit,nn.tiJriJl j l'ri\,1•'1 1 '1\·rm~ .uHil't•lldJI!<)Jl'> 
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