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Frank ’\’icGiEE
Frank T. McGill, 98, died \4onda),

December 22, 1986 1n Hegg Memorial
Hospital, Rock Valluy. ‘
Francis Thomas (Frank) McCiil was
born October 1, 1888 t0 Thomas and
Mary McGill in Cleveland, Ohio. He
moved to Rock Valley, lowa at the age
of 12 when. his widowed Mother
married Thomas Barry. His
graduation from Rock Valley High
in a
country school north of Rock Valley

- and worked in the First National Bank

of Rock Valley. He graduated from
the University of lowa Law School in
1916 and practiced law in Fort Dodge,
fowa until 1917, when he went to
Camp Dodge where he operated a

- Knights of Columbus service man’s

canteen. After the war he returned to
work in the bank and practiced law
where he continued to do so until his

;_m | ..[he St

" Sioux

president of Community Qil board for
40 years, and was a member of the
Coumy and lowa Bar
Association since 1916. He was also
the Honorable Grand Marshall of the
Rock Valley Centennial parade

He is survived by his son, Thomas
and his wife Mary Ellen McGill of
Rock Valley, lowa; daughter and her
husband, Mary and Clyde Goin of
Mitchell, S.D.; 14 grandchildren; and
22 great grandchildren.

The parish rosary was said Thur-

sday, December 25 at 8 p.m. at the

Porter Funeral Home in Rock Valley,
fowa. The funeral mass was at 1:30
p.m. Friday, December 26, at the Saint
Mary’s Catholic - Church in Rock

~Valley. The Father Donald R. Smith

officiating. Burial was in St. Mary’s
Cemetervin Rock Valley. -

Harriet VanDerVliiet
Harriet VanDerVliet, 89, Hull, died
Sunday, December 21, 1986 in
Pleasant Acres Nursing Home, Hull.
Harriet Spinden was born June 2,

1897, in Sioux Center, fowa.

- She married Gradus VanDerVliet
December 15, 1919, in Hull. They
farmed inthe Hullarea. .

Her husband died August 15, 1948.
In' 1960, she moved into Hull. She was

a school teacher in the Hull and Sxoux :

Center areas. She was involved with
the Grandparent Program at Hope

Haven in Rock Valley, lowa, for 12 -

years. She was a member of Grace
Community Church in Sioux Falls.
She spent the last three weeks in the
nursing home. :
Survivors inciude three sons: Her-
man, Hull; Henry John, Brea, Calif.;
and Stanley, Colton; four daughters:
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Frank MCGI“

Frank T. McGill, 98, died Menday,
December22, 1986 in Hegg Memorial
Hospital, Rock Valley.

Francis Thomas (Frank) McGill was

born October I, 1888 to Thomas and
Mary McGill in Cleveland, Ohio. He
moved to Rock Valley, lowa at the age
of 12 when. his widowed Mother
married Thomas Barry. His
graduation from Rock Valley High
School was.in 1906. He taught in a

“country school north of Rock Valley

and worked in the First National Bank
of Rock Valley. He graduated from
the University of lowa Law School in
1916 and practiced law in Fort Dodge,
fowa until 1917, when he went to
Camp Dodge where he operated a
Knights of Columbus service man’s
canteen. After the war he returned to
work in the bank and practiced law
where he continued to do so until his
death. }

His marriage to Lona Norris was on
July 21, 1926 in Rock Valley. She died
on November 3, 1976.

Mr. McGill served in the lowa
Legislature representing Sioux County

from 1934 to 1936. He was mayor of

Rock Valley for 13 years and also city
attorney for many years. He was a

- charter member of the Rotary Club,

served on the school board was trustee

husband, Mary and Clyde Goin of
Mitchell, S.D.; 14 grandchildren; and

© 22great grandthldren

The parish rosary was said Thur-
sday, December 25 at 8 p.m. at the
Porter Funeral Home in Rock Valley,
lowa. The funeral mass was at 1:30
p-m. Friday, December 26, at the Saint
Mary’s Catholic Church in Rock

“Valley. The Father Donald R. Smith

officiating. Burial was in St. Mary’s
Cemeteryin Rock Valley.

Harriet VanDerVliet
Harriet VanDerVliet, 89, Hull, died
Sunday, December 21, 1986 in
Pleasant Acres Nursing Home, Hull.

Harriet Spinden was born June 2,
1897, in Sioux Center, lowa.

- She married Gradus VanDerVliet
December 15, 1919, in Hull. They
farmed inthe Hull area.

"Her husband died August 15, 1948.
In 1960, she moved into Hull. She was
a school teacher in the Hull and Sioux
Center areas. She was involved with

the Grandparent Program at Hope

Haven in Rock Valley, lowa, for 12
years. She was a member of Grace
Community Church in Sioux Falls.
She spent the last three weeks in the
nursing home.

Survivors include three sons:
man, Hull; Henry John, Brea, Calif.;
and Stanley, Colton; four daughters:
Mathilda Kuipers and Mrs. Bernard
(Henrietta) Meendering, both of Hull;

Mrs. Gerrit (Anetta) TerMaat, Hick-

man, Neb.; and Mrs. Henry (Bernice)

. Vink, Colton; 37 grandchildren; 89

great-grandchildren; and nine great-
great- grandchxldren

Servics were held at 1:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday in the Hull Commumty
Building, Hull. Bunal was in Hope
Cemetery,HuH i -
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He has been called the last true gen-
tlemanin Rock Valley In the circles of
law, bankmo and local government his

- name was synonymous with integrity,

rank T. MecGill
and when Frank T. McGill passed
away on Monday, December 22, Rock
Valley said goodbyeto anold friend.
““He loved Rock Valley,”

went anywhere that he didn’t
about thistown.’’

‘McGill has been a name that means
something in Rock Valley for decades.’
Frank moved -here when he was 12

years old, and. graduated from Rock #§

Valley High Schoolin 1906.
At that time he began a career that,

in one way or another, had its effecton”
everyone who lived iRock Valley. He +

worked at such various occupations as

oriat ang Satetedisatork @alectiondotmiled y vplin@ s Cand S 2

|ra ends with deat of Fra

because in some ways he did not really
fit in.. The town and region had
Lhanged during. his lifetime, and
people are now predominantly Dutch,
predominantly reformed- Protestant,
and predominantly conservative
Republican. Frank was-Irish, a dedi-

‘cated Catholic and a devoted Demo-

crat.

related §
Frank’s son, Tom McGiil. “We never
CTOW |
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Valley said goodbyetoan old friend.

- “He- loved Rock Vaﬂev o 'relatedj’i_'_
: Frank s'son, Tom \1c6111 ““We never |
~went anvwhere that he dldn

b d

about this town.

McGill has been a name that means -
'somethmg in'Rock Valley for decades. ™
.Frank moved -here when he was 12
years old, and graduated from Rock '§
Valley High Schoolin 1906. 4

- At that time he began a career that,. .
in'one way or another, had its effecton
everyone wholived irRock Valley. He -
worked at such various occupations as
teacher, banker, and lawyer; he served :
on such diverse bodies as the Fair
Board, city government (as mayor),-
| andthelowa Legislature; he was active -

- on the school board,
Catholic Church, and the }xmghts of §

in St. Mary’s

Columbus.

For a time his path led away from
Rock Valley, when he practiced law in -
Fort Dodge and when he operated. the
Knights of Columbus servicemen’s -
canteen at Camp Dodge. But he retur-
ned to Rock Valley, and for about 70 8
years his presence on Main Streetasan :

attorney and banker and a Roek Val’iey_

promoter was a fixture. i
Today, the law firm Frank started is |

still going strong, now as McGill and

Scott. The McGill is for Michele, his |

granddaughter. Frank practiced law

with son Tom as McGill and McGill

from 1952 through 1981.

Inaddition, other grandchﬂdren are |

doing business in Rock Valley. Frank

owns and. operates Frank’s Market,
and Mark is the propnetor of Thor- :

nburg Company.
- Frank McGill- was a, marked success

‘ here, a fact all the more- remarkable ot

CTOW

A car belonging to John Van Beek
- School Saturday morning. Due to pa
delayed in arnvmg, and extens: ve. dam
warsunknown Lo 2%

" “Source: lowa Territorial.and State Legislators-CoHection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State. Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa. '
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>ath of Frank McGill '

e in some ways he did not really
The town and region had
d - during his lifetime, and
are now predominantly Dutch,
jinantly reformed Protestant,
lominantly. conservative
lican. Frank was Irish, a dedi-
Catholic and a devoted Demo-

_ Nevertheless, he captured the
respect and admiration of those
around him, which was borne out
when he was elected to city office and
thentothe lowa Legislature.

When he reminisced, it was usually
about the good things. About the first

(coniinued on pa etweive)
pPag

of lowa Library, Des Mo




in them are several projects. that w
,f,of 1mportance to northwest lowar
=}~ Overthe next five years the stat
AN spend $9 750,000 on highway

Y .-provement prcuects in Sioux Co

‘This year ditching and shoulder 1
wxl.} be done on Highway. 75 fror
miles north of the Plymouth C«

" the country,

(Commued from page one/

R Drwatel\ ow ned CIQLITIC powex piant in -
- sRock Valley, when people first began

. to widely-use ‘electricity, especially in
and. the . ad\vent of ‘the |

" teléphone,  cement  sidewalks,
" _automobiles and street lights instead ..

”-vcny ball park was. built, and the way

" baseball became a matter of town iden- -

tity.and pridein thelate’30s. ‘
} ““He ‘'was very proud of that ball
‘ park He served on the fair board when
- theygotrid of the old fairgrounds, and
-they gave the city the park. Then when -
 he was mayor he got the WPA to build
~ the pavilion .there. He was awfully
- proud of that,”” Tom recalled.

- "When Frank passed away he"was 98 |

| Hegg support cor

-vears old. He had led a long and fruit-
ful life, and even in his final years he
was a noted figure. He will be remem-
bered for the way he faithfully kept of-

fice hours at the law office wellinto his

' 90s. He will be remembered for his im-
‘peccable manners and the way he still -
tipped his hat to ladies on the street. -

faxthfully attended church, 51tt1ng in:
-the front row at nearly every serv1ce up,
untll the day he died. :

Frank T. McGill was a man Rock |

-VYalley was proud of, a sophisticated
individual who représented us in the
~highest circles of the state, but still a

- home-grown citizen who kept himself |
| in 1986, the hospltal nursmg
| doctors clinic plus an addition:

onthesame level aseveryoneelse.
- You gave a lot to this town, Mr.
" McGlll ‘We’re sorry to see you g0; but.

- we’reglad we ‘had.you for so long.

e Iowa Terrltorlal and State Leglslators Collect|on complled by vqunteers and staff at Ihe State

- | line to Maurlce usmg up $275,0

» that kL
“Also in 1987, $454 000 w1ll be
"~ to: replace the Six Mile - Creek
-Spring Creek b_ndges east QfVH
den on Highway 10, and $20,00
be used on lights at the two int

© of kerosene lamps. About when the ,:_k.'.:.'_t_lo.-nsofnghway 18 ana Mg nwrd,

 This year and in 1988, a to

- $2,996,000 will be spent on re-gr

‘and re-paving the intersectic
Highway 10 and nghway 75 knc
MI“IOD Dollar Corner.

. In 1988 another bridge on Hig

IO over a small creek just w

,._-‘-H\btghway 75 will be replaced

- The “*Support Committee’’ f
Hegg Memorial Health..Cente
‘with the executive committee tc
of the needs and proposals f
provements  of the Health (

- He will be remembered for the way he"' “ They were’ mformed and enlig

‘on the first. ‘proposal of plans,
was. ‘‘Three Phase”” wiring for
tlre Health Center Complex.

- The nursing home, called
,Manor was built in 1963, as a s¢
unit. The Hegg ‘Hospital,

~allowance for one doctors clin:
built as a seperate unit, in 1967

~ tors clinic and. dental clinic, ¥
~-bined into a- oﬁe unit complc

rhstorlcal Soclety of lowa lerary Des:Moines, lowa:’
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'Letter',fto the .,Editor |

and 1985,

In the nation, our older population .

the. number of people 60+
years and older grew by 3. 7 million or
‘ten percent. Thrs 1S compared to’ onl\. a

“four percent erowth rdte for the under.ﬁ .
'60 populatron

~ Today, there are 39. 5 rmlhon people'-

over age. 60, 28.5 million over age 85
(the fastest growmg segment of the
‘ "aome populatron) S
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Dear Editor,

With the passing of F T. (Frank)
\L.Grll Rock Valley has experienced
not only the passing . of a prominent

citizernrbut also the passmg of a legend

andanerda.
‘\rost of the young peopie and non-

:» natives of this small city on the Rock
River havenoidea of what significance
this dynamic person had on life in

Rock Valley..
do;,

Very few realize that he subsidized

his college education by teaching in a

one room country school near Doon.

By teaching one year and attending the -

University of lowa the next, he even-
tually attained -his Juris Doctorate

degree which authorized him to hang"

out his lawyers shingle.

Only a few may remember when he'

came to the Valley to work for a long
ago defunct bank. With a deep

obligation to his fellowman he gave
service totally above and beyond the

call of a banker. With the crash of the
stock market and the closure of his

‘bank, he took it upon himself to pay

off many of the depositors with his
personal funds. His only ulterior
motive for this human action was his
love and respect for ‘his Rock

Valleyans.

Probably no one recaHs his service
as a statelegislator at the State House.

"Although I've been removed from my
boyhood home for a long tlme I.can’t

recall anyone else from Rock Valley
who has been elected and then served
his state.and city in this high posrtron
Today we .constantly read of

politicians benefiting from their elec-
ted offices, but with Frank it was only-
serving his con-
stituents lovally and to the utmost of

business, as usual,

his ability.

Being raised on the “South” side of |
the tracks, I realized numerous scrapes
with the law (primarily Dick Van
Eldik.) On a couple of occasions I ap-

~ peared before Mr. McGill (the mayor

of the town.) I feared for the worst,

which could be incarceration in the =

dastardly city jail but found instead an
individual that understood how boys

may act and was sentenced to a very
fair pentence. As the Mayor of Rock'

Valley he proneered many projects

such as the paving .of Main Street. This
may seema small task, but at that time
the pro and con camps were at- each

‘others throats. Being a true drplomat
he smoothed most of the feathers and
took a giant step forward. I’m sure its
hard for many present day ‘citizens to

remember getting stuck in the mud

holes in main street.

As a lawyer I don’t thmk he ever
made as much money as he could have
It is my opinion that much. of his
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; ‘satlsfled wrth hlS servrces I wonder 5 ¥
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Search Results
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'Francis MCGILL
Birth Date: 30 Sep 1888
Death Date: Dec 1986
Social Security Number: 482-16-1338

State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: lowa

Death Residence Localities
ZIP Code: 51247
Localities: Carmel, Sioux, lowa
Rock Valley, Sioux, lowa
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