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its sincere sympathy to his family. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of this resolution be spread upOl. Cll<O 

Journal of the Senate and that the Secretary of the Senate be directed to forward an 
enrolled copy to each member of the family of the deceased. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

ARTHUR A. NEU, Chairman 
ELMER LANGE, 
HENRY LUCKEN, 

-------
EDWARD J. WENNER 

Committee. 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resulution 
cop1memorating the life, character and public service of the late Edwiird J. Wenner, 
~ ~,]leave to submit the following: 

Edward J. Wenner was born in Benton County, Iowa, July 3, 1880, the son of 
Christian and Margaret Cokely Wenner, pioneers of Benton County. His father, a 
native of Ohio, came to Iowa in 1855, and his mother, born in West Virginia, arrived 
in Benton County in 1860. 

Mr. Wenner attended public schools, graduated from Tilford Collegiate Academy, 
Vinton, in 1900, and received a law degree attheStateUniversityof!owain1903. 
He was admitted to the Iowa bar in June of 1903 and in 1904 was granted a Master of 
Law degree from Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 

His marriage to Elizabeth P. Parrott took place on August J 7, 1 ~91 0. They were 
the parents of three sons, Frank, Edward and Jackson. 

Mr. Wenner had practiced law in Waterloo from October, 1904 until his death 
on March 28, 1967. He was a member of Christ Episcopal church, and of the Black 
Hawk County Bar Association and the Iowa State Bar Association. An active member 
of various fraternal orders, Mr. Wenner had advanced to the grand and supreme lodges. 

His public service began in 1915 when he was elected county attorney of Black Hawk 
County, a position he held until 1921. He served as president of the Iowa State Associa-
tion of County Attorneys in 1916-1917. • 

A Republican, Mr. Wenner was elected to the Iowa Senate in 1930 and served 
during the 44th and 45th General Assemblies. 

Survivors include his wife, two sons, Fra!lk W. and Jackson C., five grandchildren, 
and several great-grandchildren. A son, Edward, preceded him in death. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE SIXTY-SECOND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: That, in the passing of Edward 
J. Wenner, the citizens of the state have lost a valued, loyal, and honored citizen, and 

resolution tenders its sincere sympathy to the members of his family. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That, a copy of this resolution be spread on the 
Journal of the Senate and that the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to forward an 
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enrolled copy to each member of his family. 
GENE F. CONDON, Chairman 
FRANCIS L. MESSERLY, 
CHESTER 0. HOUGEN, 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

RALPH W. ZASTROW 

Committee. 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolution 
commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Honorable Ralph W. 
Zastrow, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Senator Zastrow was born on a farm at Clarion, Iowa on September 2, 1889 and 
died on December 17, 1965. He was the son of Frederick W. Zastrow and Adelia Wright 
Zastrow. He married Elma Maaser of Waverly, Iowa on June 25, 1919. She preceded 
him in death. They had two daughters, Helen (Mrs. Keith Noah) and Virginia (Mrs. 
James F. Smith) of Charles City, Iowa. He married Katherine Mull Falvey on November 
14, 1963. 

Senator Zastrow graduated from Clarion High School in 1908, and attended the 
law department of the University of Iowa, graduating in June, 1918. He e~ablished a 
law practice in Charles City in 1919 which continued with the addition of His sons-in­
law, the firm now being called Zastrow, Noah and Smith. Senator Zastrow ser_ved in the 
1943, 45, 47, 49, 51 and 53 sessions of the legislature, and was majority floor leader 
in the 1953 session. He headed the Floyd County Republican Committee for several 
years. He was Director of the First Security Bank, and was an active member of the 
Methodist Church. He held membership in the County, State and American Bar Associa­
tions, the Lions Club, Masonic Lodge, Knights of Pythias and the Order of Odd Fellows. 
He was formerly chairman of the Floyd County Red Cross Chapter. 

His passing is a loss to the State of Iowa and his home community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE SIXTY-SECOND 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IOWA: Thatinthepassing of the Honorable Ralph W. Zastrow, 
the State of Iowa has lost a valued and honored citizen, and by this resolution attests its 
respect for and admiration of him and tenders its sincere sympathy to his family. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon the 
Journal of the Senate and the Secretary be directed to send an enrolled copy to the 
members of his family. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

VERNON H. KYHL, Chairman 
ROBERT R. RIGLER, 
DELBERT FLOY, 

Committee 
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empioye at the plumbing business and on the expiration of that period came to 
\Vaterloo, where he entered the employ of Zook & Bentz, continuing with that 
firm for five years. He then embarked in business on his own account. form­
ing a partnership with J. B. Bruner under the firm style of Bruner & ::\ewton. 
They opened a general plumbing and heating establishment and not only handle 
supplies of that character but also do all kinds of repair work and conduct a 
general jobbing business in plumbing supplies. Mr. Newton has concentrated 
hi~ efforts upon the upbuiiding of the trade with good results, for the firm no\\· 
has a liberal patronage and from the business derives a gratifying annual income. 

On the wth of July, 18g8, :\fr. Newton \vas united in marriage to :\li,-,­
_\lice E. l\IcKray. a native of Greeley, Dcla,,·are connty, Iowa, and a daughter 
of \\'illiam and Flora (Chase) :\IeKray. Her father \Yas a butcher by trade 
and is now deceased. He never came to this county. Her mother still ~urvin·.; 

and is a resident of St. Paul. l\Iinne;;ota. :\Irs. :\ ewton died on the Sth o i 
December, 1914. leaving four children. namely: 1{uhy Helen. Ralph Eugene . 
. \lice ?11ae and \\-anda Juanita. 

:\Ir. Newton is a ::\fason, holding membership in the blue lodge, the chapter. 
commandery and the ::\Iystic Shrine. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias 
fraternity, to the Travelers Protective .-\.ssociation and to the Commercial Cluh 
an<l Board of Trade. He exercises his right of franchise in support oi tlw 
men and measures of the republican party but has never been a politician in 
the sense of office seeking. He has always felt that in order to advanc·c in 
business he must concentrate his energies upon his duties. whether in tlw 
employ of others or in the conduct of his own business, and it has bee11 by 
reason of his unremitting energy and persistency of purpo;:.e that he ha~ g:tined 
the comfortable competence that he nmY enjoy;:.. 

EDWARD J. WEX:'\ER. 

Iowa has always been distinguished for the high rank of her bench ami bar 
and almost every town as well as city claims those who are able to cross sword~ 
in forensic combat with the ablest lawyers of the country. Electing to engage in 
law practice as a life work, Edward J. \Venner has continuously advanced 
in this difficult and arduous profession and today is accorded a large and di~­
tinctively representative clientage in recognition of the ability which he has 
developed and which places him among the able representatives of the bar in 
Black Hawk county. He has followed his profession in \Vaterloo since October. 
It)O-t. arriving here when a young man of twenty-four years, his birth haYing 
occurred in Benton county. Iowa, July J, I88o. He is a son of Christian and 
).largaret ( Cokely) \Venner, who in the 'jOs settled in Denton county, Iowa. 
where the father engaged in agricultural pursuits. He has now passed awa~· 

but his widow still resides in that county. 
Edward J. \Venner \vas educated in the public schools and m the Tilford 

Collegiate .\eadem\· at Vinton, from which he was graduated with the cia~~ 

of H}OO. On the completion of his more specifically literary course he entered 
the College of Law of the State Cninrsity of Iowa and secured hi5 LT. R 
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Jegree upon graduation with the class of I«;))J. He afterward gained the l\Iaster"s 
Jegree upon graduation from Yale Cniversity in 1904, having pursued a year's 
post-graduate work in that institution. He was admitted to the Iowa bar in 
1903, and in October, 1904, located for practice in \Vaterloo, where he entered 
into partnership with E. H. ).lc'Coy under the firm name of \Yenner & l\1cCoy. 
This connection \vas continued until 1909, since ,..,·hich time ~fr. \Venner has 
been alone in practice. He has acted for the plaintiff or defendant in many 
important cases tried in both the state· and federal courts and he has displayed 
t·omprehensive knowledge of the principles of jurisprudence, together with an 
assiduous and unrclaxing attention to all the details of his cases and a most 
careful regard for the interests of his clients. His standing among his fellow 
members of the bar is indicated in the fact that he has been honored with the 
position of secretary of the Black Hawk County Bar Association. He is also 
a member of the Iowa State Dar Association. In 1914 he was elected county 
attorney of Black Hawk county on the republican ticket and is now the able 
incumbent. \\"hilc the practice of Ia\\· has been his chief life work, he h;~,; 

also become interested in other business enterprises and projects. 
::\Ir. \Venner is recognized as a leading representative of the republican party 

in Black Hawk county, has frequently been a delegate to the state conventions 
and does all in his power to further republican successes because of· his firm 
belief in the efficacy and value of party principles as a factor in good govern­
ment. He has membership with the Knights of Pythias, has served as chan­
cellor commander of Helmet Lodge, Xo. 89, and for the past five years has been 
a representative in the Grand Lodge of Iowa. He also has membership with 
the Loyal Order of ~loose, and was the first dictator of \Vaterloo Lodge, No. 
_p8. He is a member of the Supreme Lodge, attended the national meetings 
at Baltimore, Cincinnati and ~Iilwaukee and is district deputy supreme dictator 
for the district of IO\va. He likewise has membership with the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks and has been a del~'.:_:'lte to the state convention of that 
urganization on two or three occasions. He has membership in the Fraternal 
.\id Union at Denver and has served for six years as a member of the law 
committee of the Supreme Lodge. He has membership in the Commercial 
Club and Board of Trade and the Town Criers Club. 

On the 17th of .\ugust, 19ro, Mr. \\'enner was united in marriage to :\Iiss 
Elizabeth Parrott, a daughter of \N. F. Parrott, who was associated with The 
Reporter of \Vaterloo, and a granddaughter of ex-Lieutenant Governor Matt 
Parrott. :\Ir. and ~Irs. \Venner have one son, Frank \Villiam. The family attend 
Christ Episcopal church, and in social circles they occupy an enviable position. 
"·hile their own home is the abode of warm-hearted hospitality. 

CL\VDE E. DOAK. 

Claude E. Doak. one of the representative business men and influential 
citizens of Cedar Falls. is the president of Doak's Transfer & Storage Company. 
which he organized in I<)O<), under the 11ame of the Cedar Falls Transfer & 
Storage Company. for the purpose of storing and distributing machinery through 




