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"Brick" Valentine's Passing 
JOHN K. Valentine of Centerville will be 
· remembered as one of the most per:;on­
able men who ever held state office in Iowa. 
As a democratic lieutenant governor . pre~ 
siding over a strongly republican senate, 
1\'Ir. Valentine, considerably ~rounger than 
the senate average age: merited and en­
joyed the friendship and respect of all mem­
bers. His passing at 46 has occasioned sad­
ness among those who knew him affection· 
ately, as "Brick." 

"-1.\oQ\oi.U,I.I.' .f,i. I.Vi.~i.I. .... V ,..~.._...,,.,~,,._~J ""'"'""'- o;;lto'-"'lo6'"'l ,...,..,....} -••w~• 

and Gilbert Davidson. 

30 YEARS AGO 
Miss Mirium Winter, of lst St. SE was hostess 

last night to the Clio club in their regular ses­
sion. Mrs. Grace Eager gave a very fine talk on 
"The St:l!'Y of Our National Ballads" while the 
Federal Administration lesson topic w as con­
ducted by Miss Dol'is Markley and Helen Mae 
Jones and 1\lrs. Dorothy Pool. Durin.t: the business 
session, l\Irs. Dailey was taken into the cluo. 

40 YEARS AGO 
New York-Judging from the intense interest 

manifested among all classes in the opening or 
the series of post-season games between the New 
York Nationals and the New York AmericanS' to­
day little old New York is in grave danger of go­
ing baseball mad before the series is concluded. 
Such an army of fans as moved on the Polo 
grounds for the initial contest this afternoon has 
never before been seen in this metropolis. 
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to 1936 and was instrumental in the formation of the Iowa Highway 
Patrol. 

Paul was Exalted Ruler of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Iowa City Lodge No. 590, in 1915, and later served as president of 
the Iowa State Elks Association. He also served as district deputy of 
the Elks southeast Iowa district. He was a charter member of the Mar- . 
quette Council, Knights of Columbus. The council's records also list him 
as the only Iowa Cityan ever to have become a member of the Alhambra, 
the fifth and highest degree organization of Knights of Columbus. 

He was a member of the Holy Name Society of St. Mary's Church. He 
also was affiliated with the Chicago Athletic Club. He was a member of 
the old Iowa City Alert Hose CompanlT· During World War II he was 
engaged in national defense work in Des Moines with the Solar Aircraft 
Corporation. 

Paul married Laura M. Englert on June 4, 1913, who survives him. 
Also surviving him are a son, Donald W. of Iowa City, and a daughter, 
Mrs. Joyce Dixon of Norfolk, Virginia. His parents preceded him in 
death. 

Be It Resolved by the Senate uf the Fifty-fourth General Assembly: 
That in the passing of the Honorable Paul G. Schmidt, the state has lost 
a valuable and honored citizen and the Senate would tender by this reso­
lution its sincere sympathy to the surviving members of his family, and 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be. spread upon 
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary be instructed to send 
enrolled copies to the family of the deceased. 

LEROY S. MERCER, 
HERMAN B. LORD, 
CARL T. ANDERSON, 

Committee. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

JOHN K. VALENTINE 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable 
memorial commemorating the life, character, and public service of the 
late Honorable John K. Valentine, of Centerville, Iowa, begs leave to 
submit the following: 

John K. Valentine, lawyer, legislator, and soldier, was born in Oska­
loosa, Iowa, February 5, 1904, the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Valentine, 
and departed this life October 12, 1950. From the period of a few days 
of age until his passing, Senator Valentine was a resident of the city of 
Centerville, except for the periods in which his political service took him 
to Des Moines, and the time he spent in the armed services of his coun­
try. He graduated from the Centerville High School in 1922, being an 
outstanding athlete. In 1926, he graduated from the Liberal Art School 
at the University of Wisconsin, and in 1929, he received his law degree 
at the University of Iowa. In 1929, he entered his father's law firm in 
Centerville, and continued as a member of that firm until his death. 
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He was elected State Senator from the Appanoose-Davis County dis­
trict in 1933. During his tenure in the Senate, his abilities came to the 
fore and his hand played an important part in drafting and guiding into 
legislation many of the important laws that are now on the statute books. 

He was only 29 years of age when elected to the Senate on the Demo­
cratic ticket. In the depression-ridden session of 1933-1934, and 1935, 
Senator Valentine climbed the ladder to political success. He became the 
leader of his Party in the Senate. Such laws as the state sales tax, in­
come and corporation tax, and the bank moratorium Act were skillfully 
guided by his hands. 

He held membership on the legislative interim committee which sought 
large scale reorganization of the state government in the 1935 session. 

The administration looked upon Senator Valentine as one of the most 
able party members, and handed large responsibilities to him. The Gov­
ernor appointed Senator Valentine to the Iowa State Tax Commission 

· in 1935. He resigned in September of 1936 to run for Lieutenant Gov­
ernor, and he presided with great skill and harmony over the State Sen­
ate during his term as Lieutenant Governor. His ability to win friends 
and influence people played an important role. He was a candidate for 
reelection in 1938, and was defeated. 

He was appointed United States District Attorney in 1939 by Presi­
dent Roosevelt, and served in that capacity with his usual capability. 

At the urgent demand of his many friends, and contrary to his own 
wishes, he became a candidate for Governor in 1940, but he was defeated. 

Senator Valentine was connected with the Iowa Southern Utilities 
Company since 1935, and was elected General Counsel on April 21, 1941. 
On March 17, 1942, he was elected as a director. 

At this time he respouded to his country's call aud volunteered in the 
armed forces, and was called to duty as a Lieutenant J.G., October 31, 
1942. He served with the armed guard as gunnery officer, traveling in 
many parts of the world. In 1944 he was appointed as liaison officer for 
the Navy, attached to the Iowa Selective Service office at Des Moines. 
He served there until Septmbr of 1945. 

He was proud of his service record and liked to recall his days in uni­
form. When he left the service he was a full Lieutenant and subsequently 
appointed .to Lieutenant Commander. On returning from the service he 
renewed his connections with the Iowa Southern Utilities Company. At 
the time of his death he was vice president, general counsel, and director 
of the company, having been elected vice-president in 1948. 

His devotion to his work at the Iowa Southern Utilities was in keep­
ing with his usual way. He gave it all the energy and devotion he could 
muster, although he was ill during the last four years of his life. 

He was a director and an advisor of the Iowa Trust and Savings Bank 
of Centerville, a one time member of the state advisory committee on 
rules and procedure of the Supreme Court of Iowa, a one time civilian 
aid to the Secretary of War for the State of Iowa. 

He was a member of the Association of Commerce, member of the 
Elks, Eagles, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Lions, and 
Rotary. At one time he was president of the Centerville Country Club. 
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The work which he did for his community was invaluable.. He O»uld 
always be counted upon to do a good and effective job. One :so vigorous 
and so active, it was little wonder he suffered a violent heart attaclk at 
the age of 42. In October of 1948, while working at his law office one 
evening, he was seized with a heart attack. He was a full year recOIVer­
ing, and several times subsequent to his recovery had been in and out of 
the hospital. However, he seemed to be his same zestful self when he was 
taken with another heart attack on September 14, 1950, while worlking 
in his Iowa Southern Utilities office. He failed to recover. 

He left in death his wife, Billie, whom he married N ovem~r 30, 1!.~32, 

a brother, Robert, and a nephew, Dennis. 
Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Fifty-fourth GeTiberal 

Assembly: That in the passing of the Honorable John K. Valentine. the 
state has lost a valuable and honorable citizen, a man who devoted many 
years of his life to public service and the Senate expresses by this l!>eso­
lution its appreciation of his character and public service and tenders 
sincere sympathy to the surviving members of his family, and 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this memorial resolutiom be 
spread upon the Journal of the Senate and that the Secretary be in­
structed to senq an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

SHERMAN WEST, 

A. E. AUGUSTINE, 

FRANK C. BYERS, 

LEO ELTHON, 

JOHN P. BERC, 
Cvmmitt«ee. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
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Bert Nov 4, 1880-Nay 24, 1972 

Claude A. April 15, 1886-0ct 5, 1981 

B:ery 1 E • Feb 6, 1890-Nar 13, 1984 
Francis M. Sept 2, 1895-Har 4, 1972 

AnnaT. 1889-1981 Joseph R. 1887-1964 

Raymond Ralph Iowa ~vT 3 USNR Wt-1 II 
Nov 19, 1910-Feb 23, 1967 

Alvia r1 (mother) 1883-1942 Thomas Sr. 18?6-1942 

Billie A. Nay 26, 1910-June 8, 1957 

.John K. Feb 5, 1904-0ct 12, 1950 
Spanish American tvar Vet 

-~-·--~------ ----

Jl.nnette K. Apr 6, 1878-Nar 7, 1946 

H. E. Nov 26, 1865-Apr 2, 1937 

Robert Sept 11, 1910-Nov 9, 1977 

Charles L. Sept 17, 1902-Apr 25, 1947 
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1910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

~ancestry: on1 

) YousearchedforJohnK. Valentine in Iowa 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Name: JolmKValentine 

Age in 1910: 6 

Estimated Birth abt 1904 
Year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Son 

of House: 

Father's Name: H 1M 

Father's Birth Indiana 

Place: 

Mother's Name: Annellie 

Mother's Birth Iowa 

Place: 

Home in 1910: Center!lilleWanl2,Appanoose, Iowa 

Marital Status: Single 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 
Members: 

Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Cente1'Ville Ward 2, Appanoose, Iowa; Roll 
1'624_390; Page: sB; Enumeration District: 15; Image: 1239. 

Source Information: 
A:ncestry.com.1910 United States Federal Census [database on-line}. Provo. UT, USA: 
Ancestry. com Operations Inc. 20o6. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the 
following NARA web page: NARA Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. 
Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910. Washington} D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1910. T624, 1,178 rolls. 

Description: 
This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United States Federal 
Census, the Thirteenth Census of the United States. In addition, each indexed name is linked to 
actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information recorded in the census includes: name, 
relationship to head of family, age at last birthday, sex~ color or race, whether single, married, 
widowed, or divorced, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more. Learn more ... 

http:/ /search.ancestry.com/cgi-binlsse.dll?indiv=1&db= 191 OUSCenlndex%2c&rank=O& ... 
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John Kalbach Valentine (1904 - 1950) - Find A Grave Memorial 
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John Kalbach Valentine 

Memorial 

Birth: 

Death: 

Photos Flowers 

Feb. 5, 1904 
Oskaloosa 
Mahaska County 
Iowa, USA 
Oct. 12, 1950 
Centerville 
Appanoose County 
Iowa, USA 

Iowa State Senator and Iowa Lieutenant 
Governor. John Kalbach Valentine was the son 
of Hosford E. and Annette (Kalbach) Valentine. 
His father, Hosford Edwin Valentine, served as 
Mayor of Centerville, Iowa 1897-1898. John 
graduated from Centerville High School, at 
Centerville, Iowa, in 1922. He attended the 
University of Wisconsin and obtained his law 
degree from the University of Iowa in 1929. In 
1929 he entered his father's Law Firm in 
Centerville. He served as Vice President, 
General Counsel and Director of the Iowa 
Southern Utilities Company in Centerville. He 
was elected Vice President of the company in 
1948. In service to his country he spent three 
years in the United States Navy. His political 
career was varied. He was elected as the "Kid 
Senator" from the Appanoose-Davis District in 
1933, being only 29 years of age. In the 
depression ridden sessions of 1933-34-35 
Valentine climbed the ladder of political 
success. He became party leader of the senate. 
In 1936 John ran for Lieutenant Governor on 
the Democratic ticket. He was elected along 
with Governor Nels Kraschel. He was defeated 
for re-election in 1938 by Bourke B. 
Hickenlooper. In 1940 he ran for Governor and 
was defeated by Governor George Wilson. (bio 
by:~ 

Burial: 
Oalcli!_nd~ 
Cerltenlille 
~noose County 
Iowa, USA 

Maintained by: Find A Grave 
Record added: Aug 13, 2000 
Find A Grave Memorial# 5037588 

Cemetery Photo 
Added by: Garv Craver 

Photos may be scaled. 
Click on image for full size. 
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