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Sources Log For Legislation Entries
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Democest end proad of it said Rex.
“That was back in the days whem the
serder of Democrats in West Braach
woulda fill a pew in this church ™
Q
Dorothy Hisbhouse Towell, who
. lves in Bdwandoville, [Hinots, was

vauﬂﬂnd-hdbdm
year of William Peaa College, Then
she landed the job thet ook her w Des
Moinca

She sabd Foster wes respocied in the
brgislsture, “He had lots of patience
and he wns a hind man. Me was
wonderful o work for He waa not
afrerd to spoeak ep and amy what he
Cromaght

Posacr was a Democret, but e was
sl kncwn 21 aa independent thinker
who dda’l mvoid challeaging memben
of his cen party whea Ne belioved be
was right

George & Mills sponl’ more than 0
yoar as a reporier for Kren news T
pepens and the Associamd Presa. Nom
rotired bt tidl wrsting, e lives in
Dies Moines

Mills rememben the leglulative
wanions in the mid 19308 2
“rembusctions” but ey lod i some
of the most far reaching kgislation in
the steic™s history, he said. 1 was 2
tune whea FDR's New Deal and at-

tempta o ond the Depresston were
rereping Amcrica

“No leghlstive scation aince has  ~
been that productive,.” Mills said

Foster served in the leghlsture when
Ly wore passod 10 towcue failing
banks, W sct up relief programa for the
pootr and peeasons for the clderly, to
reise toacher talarics, 10 catablish the
loan State Patrol and to give small
butincsses 8 chance W0 compete againy
larpe corporations.

Foster, however, did not believe that
more lews were alwans the anrwer. He
argucd that mowt legislative proposals
should ot get oul of commitice

LaMar Foster: ‘Mr. Democrat’ in VVB

hecasse they 100 ofton representott
gpecial interests end not the public,

"It s oot the pumber of lewa we
mabe but the quality of those which
we onact that counts,” he wrote. |
am, and plwwys hove boon, for lews
which are for the gracral welfure, and
! am equally as strong against pressure
group legilation

In 1915, Foster drew fire from his
fellow logislaion by proposing an
amendineal o the jowa Constitution
sholith the House and Scnate and
replace it with “one legislative bady of
nod besa than nincty-nine memben ™
The proposal failed,

“"Meny legislaton are afrabd that if
the number ia reduced they might be
the ones W ose thelr fobs' he wrote.
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It wams in 1977 that Poster became
the oaly West Brancher 10 over be
clocted Spealer of the House. Al the
time, there were 108 House scats and
the Democrats and Republicans were
ovenly wplit with 4 represeatatives
cach .

Al the art of the 47 Oencral
Asscmbly, the two sides were dead-
locked for two days in choosing a
rpcaber. The Democrata’ choke was
Leroy 8 Meroer of lowa City Koy )
Sours of Charles City was the
Reprablicans” pick.

In three roll<all votes, the Demo-
crats wore unsucoossful in gotting
Mcroes clectad. Just 10 mapage b lic
on cach voie, they had tocarry in
John Ryder, a Dubuque Democrat who
was 30 scenously Ul that his voice
could barely be heard in the House
chamber. “They had to carry him in in
a chair,” Mills, who covered the legts-
Iative scaslon, said .

The deadlock was broken when
Foster's name was tossed in the ring.
And the Democmts found help from
the Republican side of the aisle In
Albert Beltman of Hospers, a first-
term represcntative “who was a
rencgade and wouldn't go for Sours,”
Mills said.

“The Democrats took Beltman to
lunch and had a phalanx of Democrats

around him so the Republicans
couldn’t get 10 him, The resull was
that LaMar was clecied. From then on
they referred o Beltman as "Boltman’
for bolting his party”

aMills sakd Foster was “a good
rpcaker and a dama good legislame
And he was hacet. Somebody tried o
buy him off with a cash psyment, but
he wouldn't have any pant of n”

In the past 100 yean oaly twh other
Weat Brancher have served In the
siste deghalature — Herd Hinkhouee, a
three-term Deenncratic representative
who was firt elocied tn 1M, and his
grendinther, RW. Hinkhouse, a bogis:
lator in the late |B90s and also o
Democrat,

“it's an honor for aayone 1o be
Speaker of the House,” said MHerb
Hinkhouse. “Many of the Issucs that
Pat Foser faced arc atill alive

(J

Codar County Republicans won back
the House seat in 1938 as Gondon
Smith of Clarence heat Poster by 406
voica,

Twa years later Poster was unsuc.
cesaful in running for the lwa Scnate
He then turned his attention 0 local
pvernment and hia livestock buying
and trucking busincaa

He was a member of the Weat
Branch school board for 12 years, -
scrved onc ycar aa a counly supcrvisor
and remained active in party politica.
In 1963 he was clected mayor of Weat
Branch,

Foster only served s mayor for one
year — 1964 — because he won
another (wo-ycar term in the lowa
House. lronically, he ended A 1. Men:
ang's string of seven stmight House
terma, It was Mcnsing, a Republican
from Lowden, who defeated Foster'a
son — the late L.P. “Pat™ Jr. — in
1952. Mensing took back the scat by
beating the clder Foster in 1966,

But West Branch's Mr. Democrat
found some vindication in the cloctions
of 1964 and 1966 He won his home
precinct by more than 300 votes both
lmes,

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO — 1916

Nearty 400 cans of livestock pessed through
West Branch during the daylight hours last
woek,
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Help for the hard times
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