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grew substantially, and with funds collected in
the /Baltic provinces of Russia in the early ’60s
by the late Dr. Sigmund Fritschel, then president
of the seminary, the financial condition of the
Wartburg was materially strengthened. By
1874 the early storms had all been weathered,
and Wartburg was permanently established as
an integral factor in the expansion of the
Lutheran Church in the Midwest. The enroll-
ment by that year had outgrown the limited
capacity of the plant at St. Sebald. A large
building at Mendota, Illinois, was taken over and
Wartburg again became an urban institution.
Soon the enrollment, made up of both American
students and students from Europe, had again
doubled. About this time the Dubuque Board
of Trade offered the old Emerson Estate on the
southwestern outskirts of the city to Wartburg,
provided the property be improved and devoted
to educational purposes. On September 17, 1889,
the old Wartburg Seminary Building, being an
enlargement of the old Emerson homestead, was
dedicated. Soon after the removal of Wartburg
back to Dubuque the immigration of students
from Germany and other foreign lands began
falling off. Today the enrollment consists prac-
tically entirely of American born students, grad-
uates of American colleges and preparatory
schools. Only graduate students are now en-
rolled in the Seminary.

The beautiful new Wartburg buildings were
dedicated in 1916, after the older buildings had
proven inadequate. These buildings are con-
structed of native limestone, excavated from the
seminary grounds. Wartburg Tower is visible
for miles around from practically every highway
leading into the city. The present plant is con-
ceded to be the most beautiful and practically
appointed quarters of any similar institution in
the land. The environment of campus and build-
ings 1is consistent with the high educational
ideals. Wartburg has graduated over 800, almost
500 of whom were graduated while the institution
was located in Dubuque.

The president of the Wartburg Theological
Seminary is Dr. Max Fritschel, widely known
as a scholar and an authority on Lutheran
Church administration in America. Doctor
Fritschel was born at St. Sebald in Clayton
County, Iowa, February 21, 1868. Several mem-
bers of the Fritschel family have been leaders
in the Lutheran Church. His parents, Doctor
Sigmund and Margaret (Prottengeier) Fritschel,
were born in Germany and came to Iowa in
1854. Doctor Sigmund, a minister of the Lutheran
Church, established congregations in Iowa, Wis-
consin and Illinois, was in Detroit for a time,
and in 1857 was called to the Wartburg at
St. Sebald.

Max Fritschel has been a student all his life.
He took his A. B. and A. M. degrees in Thiel
College at Greenville, Pennsylvania, and had the
Doctor of Divinity degree conferred upon him
by the same institution. He was abroad in study
at Rostock, Erlangen and Leipzig, Germany.

Doctor Fritschel came to the Wartburg Theo-
logical Seminary as assistant professor and after
two years was made full professor, and since
1906 has been president of the institution. He
has served on numerous committees of the
Lutheran Church of America and at present is
a member of the merger committee, working out
details for the merging of synods of the church.

Doctor Fritschel married Henrietta Hille-
mann. They have three children: Irma, wife of
T. H. Streng, of San Antonio, Texas; Max, pro-
fessor of English in the Technical High Sechool
at Milwaukee; and Sigmund, associated with the
Dubuque Telegraph-Herald.

- SAMUEL DANFORD WHITING, of Iowa City, has
had a career of well-earned success in the law,
He had to work his way through college and law
school, was a teacher for several years, and at
the present time is a member of the State Legis-
lature.

He was born at Clermont, Fayette County,
Iowa, May 16, 1875. The Whiting family is of
English ancestry and came from Boston, Eng-
land, to America about 1630. Samuel Whiting
was one of the early Puritan preachers at Bos-
ton. Members of the family were soldiers in
the Revolution and in the Civil war. Mr. Whit-
ing’s father, Timothy H. Whiting, was born in
the East, and came out to Iowa in 1861, locating
at Clermont. He was a surveyor in early life,
was associated with some of the early railroad
building in the Middle West, and for a number
of years he and former Governor Larrabee were
partners in the brick and tile business at Cler-
mont. He is now living retired at Los Angeles,
California, where his wife died December 28,
1921. Timothy H. Whiting married Mary Anne
Dudley, who was born in New York State. They
had five children: Mrs. Blanche Dornan, of Los
Angeles; Mrs. Bernice Barlow, of Blacksburg,
Virginia; Samuel D., of Iowa City; Mrs. Donna
May Lowis, of Colby, Kansas, and Nathan D,
of Los Angeles.

Samuel D. Whiting was ten years of age when
his parents moved to Iowa City in 1885. He
attended public schools there, graduating from
high school in 1892, as valedictorian. The fol-
lowing four years he was at the University of
Iowa, taking the liberal arts course, and in spite
of the fact that he had to work to pay part of
his expenses, he became prominent in student
affairs, representing the Irvin Institute Society
every year, was president of his class and treas-
urer of his class two years. After graduating
in 1896 he was principal of the Shueyville High
School a year and in 1897 was elected county
superintendent of schools for Johnson County,
serving two terms in that office. In 1902 he
entered the law school of the University of Iowa .
and was graduated LL. B. in 1904. In law school -
he was president of the Forum Society and one
of the outstanding debaters in the school. Since
graduating he has practiced law at Iowa City
and has gained enviable prestige at the bar of
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that university town. He has handled cases in
all the courts and has been admitted to practice
before the Federal courts. He is a member of
the Johnson County Bar Association.

Mr. Whiting for years has been a recognized
leader of the Democratic party in his section of
the state, has served as Democratic committee-
man and in 1926 was elected to represent John-
son County in the Legislature and was reelected
in 1928. For the past six years he has been a
member of the Iowa City school board and twice
was chosen president of the board. He has filled
all the chairs in the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, is a member of the Congregational
Church and has taught a class in Sunday School.
During the World war he was on the home de-
fense committee. Mr. Whiting is interested in
farming.

He married, August 16, 1904, Miss Caroline
Buresh, of Johnson County. They have four chil-
dren: Nathan B., an electrical engineer with
the Westinghouse Electric Company at Chicago,
Samuel B., of Iowa City, Miss Mary C. and
Joseph T., students.

CHESTER ARTHUR PHILLIPS, dean of the College
of Commerce of the University of Iowa, has won
qany honors in the educational field, as an au-

rority on finance and particularly in his admin-
istrative and teaching work at Iowa City, where
he has had his home since 1913.

Doctor Phillips was born at Scipio, Indiana,
July 17, 1882, son of Jacob and Celia (Celestia)
Phillips. He was educated in public schools in
Indiana, and graduated with the A. B. degree
from Central College of that state in 1904. He
was principal of the high school at Weston, Ohio,
in 1904-05, and held the chair of English and
history in Central College in 1905-07. He then
entered Yale University, where he took his A. B.
degree in 1908, the Master of Arts degree in
1909, and in 1919 Yale conferred upon him the
Doctor of Philosophy degree. He was instructor
in economics at Yale in 1909-10, and from 1911
to 1913 was instructor in economics and finance
at Dartmouth College.

On coming to Iowa City in 1913 Doctor Phil-
lips served as assistant professor of economics
and finance at the State University until 1918,
was professor of economics and finance from
1918 to 1920, and since 1921 has been dean of
the College of Commerce. He was special teacher
and lecturer on economics at Columbia Univer-
sity in the summer sessions of 1919, 1920 and
1922, and at the University of California in the
summers of 1923 and 1928.

Doctor Phillips is author of Readings in Money
and Banking, published in 1916, and Bank Credit,
published in 1920. He has been a member of
the advisory council of the Stable Money League,
is a member of the International High Com-
mission of the Pan American States, and is a
member of the American Economics Association,
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of Political and Social Science, is a national
councilor of the United States Chamber of Com-
merce and president of the Iowa City Chamber
of Commerce. Doctor Phillips is a director of
the First National Bank of Iowa City and a
member of  the United Brethren Church. His
college and honorary fraternities are Phi Sigma
Kappa, Phi Beta Kappa, Delta Sigma Pi and
Beta Gamma Sigma.

He married Mary Gordon McMurray, of Hun-
tington, Indiana, and they have three children,
Jessie Dorothy, Gordon and Van Lehn.

JosePH JAMES is manifesting in his adminis-
tration as mayor of the vital little City of Ox-
ford, Johnson County, the same loyalty and
progressiveness that have marked his activities
in business. Mr. James has been a resident of
this county more than forty years and no citi-
zen has more secure place in popular confidence
and esteem than the popular mayor of Oxford.

Mr. James was born at Newcastle, England,
May 31, 1865, and is a son of Joseph and Annie
(Young) James, who continued their residence
in England until the close of their lives, the
death of the former having occurred in 1884 and
that of his widow in 1913, and both having
been earnest communicants of the Established
Church of England. Of their six children Joseph,
Jr., of this review, is the one surviving son, and
the three surviving daughters still remain in
England—Mrs. Fannie Snowball, of Harriet;
Mrs. Kittie Hewiston, of London; and Mrs. Mary
Bettenstadt, of Hexhal. The father was identi-
fied with the milling industry during his entire
active career.

Joseph James, Jr., immediate subject of this
sketch, attended the Eildon House School in Mel-
rose, Scotland, and thereafter continued his’
studies in Croft - House School in Cumberland
County, England. He then entered historic old
Cambridge University, in the law department of
which he completed a partial course. He left the
university in 1882, when he was seventeen years
of age, and in the following year he enlisted in
the British Army, in which he received commis-
sion as second lieutenant in the Northumberland
Hussars. After two years’ service with this com-
mand he was transferred to the Sixteenth Lan-
cers, with which he did loyal service in quelling
insurrection on the part of Arabs in Egypt, where
he remained somewhat more than one year. On
his return to England, in 1885, he resigned from
the army and became a clerk for Lohden, Jacob
& Company, owners and operators of a line of
steamships. By this concern he was given assign-
ment, in 1886, to the opening of an office in
Brisbane, Australia. In this mission his voyage
brought him to the United States, and upon
landing in New York City he decided to forego
his journey to Australia, the great island con-
tinent, and to establish permanent residence in
the United States—a decision that he has never
regretted, though he retains deep affection for

\tAcademy'of Political Science, American Academy
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Nelle; 1902 - 1982.

Ernest J, Dr; 1883 - 1948.

Myrtle F; 1886 - 1981.

Winfred Trexler; 1879 - 1947,

Anne Harper; 1880 - 1960.

L Verne; 1896 - 1948.

Edna K; 1900 -

Arthur L; 1885 - 1948. (Masonic emblem)
Mollie M; 1886 - 1968. (OES emblem)

Charles S; 1888 - 1948.

Marguerite H; 1896 - 1971.
Edgar F; 1875 - 1963.
Edith A; 1879 - 1975.
Edward S; 1890 - 1949.
Emma; 1902 -

Roy G; 30 Jan 1890 - 20 Jun 1964.
Lelia Noel; 2 Oct 1894 -

Milton B, the Rev.; 24 Aug 1869 - 26 Aug 1954.

Lilian Reynolds; 10 Oct 1869 - 13 Sep 1963.

Rachel Williams; 1909 -
Kenneth Webb; 1906 - 1982.

Samuel Danforth, father;
(IOOF emblem)
Caroline Buresh, mother;

Mary Caroline, daughter; 15 Oct 1907 -

Vera J, Lewis' wife; 2 Jul 1914 - 2 Aug 1979.

Anson A; 1 Mar 1887 - 24 Sep 1974.
Dorothy O; 27 Oct 1887 - 10 Jan 1975.

Eva, mother; 1886 - 1948.

Arthur, father; 1883 - 1953.
Hazel Siders; 1908 - 1953.
John Maynard, 1917 - (US Navy emblem)

Della Marie; 1894 -
Maynard John; 1891 - 1953.

1904 -
1896 - 1962.

Norma W;
J Morris;
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164 HISTORY OF JOIINSON COUNTY, TOW.A
SAMURKL DANFORTI WHITING

Samuel Danforth Whiting, the subject of this sketeh, is en-
titled to write his name among the first families ot New Eng-
land. Tlis ancestors were among the founders of Boston, and
Lowell, Massachusetts, is located on the Whiting farm. His
father’s ancestry dates hack to the seventeenth century n
Massachusetts. Timothy Whiting and Mary A, Dudley, his
parents, however, are natives of New York state, hoth being
horn in Jefferson county. Ilappily, both are now living, the
father in honorable retirement, at Towa City with our subject.
The mother is a practicing physician at Los Angeles, (‘alifor-

RESIDENCE OF SAMUEL DANFORTH WIHITING

nia. Timothy Whiting, in early life, was a railroad engineer
(civil), but later took up in connection with his profession the
business of brick and tile. ITe is well and favorably kunown
throughout Towa, having done a larege amount of surveving in
the state. e was at one time in company with Ex-Governor
Larrabee in the brick and tile husiness at Clermont, Towa. The
Whiting family came west to Fayette connty, Towa, ahout 1861,

at the beginning of the Civil War, and resided in that county .

until 1885, where Mr. Whiting was county supervisor, when
they removed to Towa City in order that the children might
have the educational advantages of the Tniversity city. Five

L — —

“




am—

BIOGRATHICAL 165

children were horn to this excellent couple, all of whom are
living at this writing.

Samuel Danforth Whiting, the third in order of birth, was
born in 1875 in Clermont, Fayette county, lowa, and came with
his parents to Towa City when lie was ten vears of age. Here
le grew to manhood, was educated, entered business, and still
resides. He gradnated from the Towa City high school in the
class of 1892, and from the State University of Towa in the
class of 1896, with the degree of A. B. Following his gradua-
tion he hecame principal of the Jefferson Township high
school, Shueyville, Towa, for one vear. He was then elected
county school superintondent and served from 1898 to 1902.
Thereafter Mr. Whiting entered the Law Department of the
S. U. L and graduated in the class of 1904, with the degree of
1L.B. He immediately put out his <shingle’” and hegan the
practice of law. Being an expert French, German, and Bo-
hemian scholar, his pathway to professional success has been
uniformly progressive, and le is regarded as one of the sue-
cessful members of the Johnson County Bar Association.

Mr. Whiting married Caroline Buresh, of Shueyville,
daughter of Joseph and Mary (Kahoun) Buresh, both de-
ceased. Mr. Buresh was a farmer of Jofferson township. He
was a native of Boliemia, horn in April, 1338, and came to
America in 1864, He accidentally shot and killed himself
while hunting, in 1883. THis marriage to Miss Kahoun took
place in Cleveland, Ohio, December 23, 1869, where he Jived
for ten years and was emploved by a glass company. Miss
Kahoun was a native of Bohemia, and came to America when
sixteen years old. She was the fifth child in her father’s
family.

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Whiting:
Nathan, Samuel, Mary, and J oseph. The family resides on a
forty-acre tract north of the Kimball road, facing North Sum-
mit avenue, a sightly, heautifully shaded place, famous for its
products of fruits. Mr. and Mrs. Whiting are members of the
Congregational church.

STEPHEN ALFRED SWISHER

The name of Swisher bulks largely in the history of John-
son county. Tt is one of the early names of this scetion of the
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Birth: May 16, 1875
Death: May 3, 1953
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