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Our Life 
A little gleam of time between the eternities 

Portlandville, Iowa platted May 22, 1872 

Incorporated as Akron, Iowa September 7, 1882 

__ Dediilation 
To those pioneers who first came to this area in search of a new life, a fertile soil and a 

promising future; to those who followed to furnish the necessities for that new life, to 
contribute toward the growth and prosperity of a new community and to provide a market for 
the products of the rich soil; to those who are perpetuating the ideals and goals of our 
predecessors by added investments for the improvement of our town and surrounding farms, 
we dedicate this book. 

It is the sincere hope of the History Book Committee that the contents herein compiled will be interesting to all who have a 
heritage in the city of Akron, and informative to those who follow. 

Material for this book was gleaned from many sources. Some we believe to be quite authentic, such as the files of the Akron 
Register-Tribune and previously published historical records of Akron and Plymouth county. 

Other sources were contributions from and interviews with citizens and long-time residents. This information, we confess, 
was virtually impossible to completely verify, and memories have a way of becoming clouded with the passing of years. 
Conflicting facts and dates were ironed out whenever possible and so we present to you this book on the premise that mistakes 
are practically inevitable on projects of this nature. 

There will be omissions and contradictions but after a full year of effort in compiling this book, and our resulting 
apprehension as to its perfection, we are comforted by the statement made to us by one of our seasoned residents who assured 
us that if you've never made a mistake, you haven't done anything. 

We are extremely grateful to those volunteers who assisted in aur research, writings, editing, and typing. We are also 
grateful to the Book and Thimble club for their help in selling sponsor pages for the book. The material for this book was 
compiled from March, 1981 to the printer's deadline, March, 1982. This should be taken into consideration regarding dates, 
offices held, etc. 

We also appreciate the contribution of the hundreds of pictures, and regret that space allows only for a choice of those that 
best fit the occasion. 

Book Committee 
Karan Taylor, Joyce Thorson, and Lois Halseth 

Published in cooperation with the 

Akron Register-Tribune and Le Mars Daily Sentinel Job Printing 

April 30, 1982 
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HENRY A. STRYZEWSKI FAMILY 

Henry A. Stryzewski was born in Oshkosh, Wiscon
sin, on July 31, 1897 to Emil and Hulda Stryzewski, one 
of ten children. He came to Akron to visit his uncle and 
aunt, the Rev. and Mrs. Fred A. Meske and liked Akron 
so well, he went into business with his cousin, Frances 
Meske, until she was married three years later to the 
Rev. John Langholz. Henry owned and operated the 
Variety Store for 53 years until his death on January 25, 
1970. 

Emma Gillmann Stryzewski was born on September 
19, 1897 in Alvord, Iowa, one of 13 children. Her father 
and mother were the Rev. and Mrs. Emil Gillmann. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stryzewski were the parents of three 
children: Ralph, born December 17, 1922, of Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. He was married to the former 
Blanche Baily of Parker, South Dakota and they are the 
parents of five children: Mark, Scott, Grant, Lee and 
Ruth Ann. Ralph is a car salesman. 

Esther of Carroll, Iowa was born March 4, 1924. She 
married John J. Rogers in 1950. They had one 
daughter, Ann Elizabeth born September 30, 1954. 
John passed away in July of 1960. Esther married 
Williams L. Chambers in 1965. He passed away in 
January of 1979. 

. . Ph.yllis of Minneapolis, ·Minnesota-was bottOutie-23;--
1927. She was married in 1950 to Glenn W. Kask. They 
are the parents of two children, David and Susan. 
Phyllis works as a part-time library aide in Minnea
polis. Glenn is a senior social worker for Hennepin 
county. 

ALFRED JOHN SWANSON 

Alfred John Swanson was born in Edosa Skaraborgs, 
Lan. Sweden on May 14, 1872. He came to America 
April 15, 1892, took up residence in Chicago, Illinois 
and worked for a lumber company for several years. In 
1908 he came to the Akron community. He farmed for 
years on the Schneiderhienze farm and remained there 
until his death on October 5, 1972. 

Amanda Louisa Sand was born in Malmbeck Swolen, 
Sweden October 11, 1879. She came to America when 
she was 17 years of age. She met Alfred Swanson in 
Chicago. Amanda married Alfred on January 27, 1901 
and came with him to Union county, South Dakota in 
1908. They had seven children: Elsie (Carlson); 
Stanley; Arthur; Herbert; Antionetta (Buum); Walter 
(died April3, 1931); and Leonard. Amanda died May 4, 
1946. • 

C. A. SWANSON FAMILY 

Carl August Swanson was born in Edasa, Sweden, 
October 7, 1868. He had six brothers and sisters. The 
family resided on the farm 'Sormon' near Edasa. 

Carl came to the United States when he was 21 years 
~f age. He lived in Connecticut for two years, then 
moved to Chicago where he worked for the Chicago 

444 

transit and Marshall Field department store. He and 
Gerda Linn were married in January 1915 in Chicago. 

Gerda Linn was born in Simonstorp near Norkopping, 
Sweden, May 2, 1883. She came to the United States 
when she was 18 years of age, living in Chicago. She 
had ten brothers and sisters. 

Carl August and Gerda came to the Akron vicinity 
shortly after their marriage. They farmed in Union 
county, South Dakota for a few years and then moved to 
the farm south ofAkron, where their son, Roland still 
resides. 

The couple had four children: Ralph, Lillian, Roland 
and Harriet. 

Ralph lives in Miami, Florida. He and Bertilda 
Steensland were married in August 1930 in Chicago. 
They have two children: Joan and Craig. 

Lillian lives in Akron. She and Robert Adams were 
married in September 1935. They have two children, 
Sylvia and Robert. 

Roland married Esther Sand in November 1938. They 
have four children: Kenneth, Alyce, Keith and Lynn. 

Harriet lives in Sioux City. She and Leonard Jensen 
were married in September 1943. They have one son, 
])\\"axi!e . 

Gerda passed away in January 1947. Carl August 
passed away in June 1952. 

FRANKJ. SWANSON 

Frank J. Swanson at his desk in the House of Repre· 
sentatives in Des Moines, Iowa. Taken in 1928. 

Frank J. Swanson was born October 19, 1865 at 
Stockryd, Jokoping Lan Smoland, Sweden. He came to 
the United States with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Swan 
Swanson, when he was six years old. His parents 
settled on a farm in Union county, South Dakota, where 
Frank grew to manhood and engaged in farming. 

In 1890 he was united in marriage with Miss Betsy 
Johnson. For about three years after their marriage 
Frank and Betsy lived in Sioux Falls, South Diikota 
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.. )re he conducted a shoe store. They again farmed in 
\ ' 
l.Jrtion county for several years before coming to Akron. 

About 1900, when rural route four was started out of 
Akron to the southeast, Mr. Swanson served as its car
rier for a time. He afterward engaged in several 
business enterprises in Akron, first in the hardware and 
furniture business, later in the real estate business, and 
was one of the organizers and president of the First 
Trust & Savings Bank, of Akron. He attended S.D.U. 
two winters. Mr. Swanson became a licensed mortician 
and operated a mortuary until his retirement in 1937. 

Mr. Swanson served two terms on the Akron town 
council, from 1918 to 1923. In 1928 he was elected on 
the Republican ticket to represent Plymouth county in 
the state legislature. He was a builder of the Akron 
hospital. 

Mr. Swanson became a member of Freedom Lodge 
#434 AF & AM in 1906 and afterward filled several 
offices of the lodge, including that of worshipful 
master. He was also a member of the Sioux City Scot
tish Rite .... vu;:u.,•v·•J 

Frank Swanson was a charter member and one of the 
organizers of the Immanuel Lutheran church of Akron. 
He and his wife had a foster son, Harley C. Lewison of 

~~A\ron. Betsy Johnson Swanson died in 1937 and Frank 
l /~941. 

LEONARD SWANSON 

·Leonard Swanson and Violet Anderson were married 
October 5, 1943 at the brides home in rural Beresford, 
South Dakota. They live on the farm known as the 
Schneiderheinze farm. Leonard was born there, they 
now own and farm it. 

They had five children: Verdell; Eugene; Venita; 
Vivian (Hoops); and Linette (Reed), seven grand
children and one great-grandchild. 

THE ROLAND SWANSON FAMILY 

The spring of 1921 was moving time for the C. A. 
Swanson family. Carl August, better known as August 
was moving a load of machinery.He was moving from 
the farm where Elmer Anderson now lives -in South 
Dakota. 

Along the way he met Laurence Fletcher who told 
him the Big Sioux river was bank full and the bridge 
had left the road about a foot. August was not about to 
go back. His trustworthy team, (Lady and Dick), set a 
steady foot on the bridge and took August and the 
wagon loaded with machinery safely· across to Iowa. It 
was nearly dark when he arrived at the livery stable in 
Akron (located where Sheveland Welding is now) and 

Clmeone told him the lower .bridge went out. Being a 
le surprised he said, "I just crossed it." , __ ./ 

It was in 1922 that Carl August, his wife Gerda and 
three children Ralph, Lillian, and Roland, settled in 
their new home two and one half miles south of Akron. 

445 

That year a fourth member (Harriet) was born to the 
family. 

Ralph grew up on the family farm, married Esther 
Sand in 1938, and are still living there, making it home 
for 60 years. 

The second· generation grew up on this same farm. 
Roland and Esther's family: Kenneth, Alyce, Keith, 
and Lynn. 

Kenneth, the oldest, married Betty Beitelspacher, is 
now teaching vocational agriculture in Le Sueur, 
Minnesota. They have two children: Angela and 
Roland. 

Alyce is married to Marvin Toben. They live on the 
Toben farm, and have three children: Laura, Russ, and 
Joe. 

Keith is married to Janice Carel, they live on the 
farm across the road from the "home" place, and have 
five children: Kristin, Stephen, Carrie, Kirk, and Carl. 

Lynn, the youngest, married Linda Hansen, they live 
in Akron, IQwa and are farming the home farm. Lynn 

Monica. 

BURTON SWIFT 

Burton [Lefty) Swift playing for the Baltimore 
Orioles. 

Burton P. Swift married Arlene Anderson of Elk 
Point, South Dakota. They have three children, Burton 
V., Sally, and Suzanne. 

Burton V., married Judith Linton of Middletown, 
Ohio. They have two children, Robert and Kimberly. 
He works at Sioux Tools in Sioux City. 
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© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Name: Frank J Swanson 

Age in 1910: 43 

Estimated birth abt1867 
year: 

Birthplace: Sweden 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Father's Birth Sweden 

Place: 

Mother's Birth Sweden 

Place: 

Spouse's name: Betsey 

Home in 1910: Akron, Plymouth, Iowa 

Marital Status: Married 

Gender: Male 

Yearof 1870 

Immigration: 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 

Members: Frank J Swanson 

Retsey Swanson 

Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Akron, Plymouth, Iowa; Roll T624_418; Page: 14A; 
Enumeration District: 119; Image: 428. 

Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: AnCf'_stry.corn Operations Inc, 2006. 

Original data: Thirteenth Census ofthe United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624, 
1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, 
Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web 
page:NARA 

Description: 
This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United States Federal 
Census~ the Thirteenth Census of the United States. In addition, each indexed name is linked to 
actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information recorded in the census includes: name, 
relationship to head of family, age at last birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married, 
widowed, or divorced, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more. Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate lnfonnation PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of1 

Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1910USCenindex%2c&rank=O&gs ... 8/24/2010 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Frank J Swanson 

Birth Year: abt 1866 

Birth Place: Sweden 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1915 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Plymouth 

Locality: Akron 

Mother's Sweden 

Birthplace: 

Father's Sweden 

Birthplace: 

line: B1222 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 

Members: 

Source Information: 
Ancestry. com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 18.56, t88s, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as weil 
various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of Iowa via 
Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 
1836-1897· Information a'•ailable for an individual \o\i.ll vary according to the census year and the 
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database 
though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. 
Learnm~ 

Anc:estry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRNACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of1 

Ancestry.rom 

http:/ /search.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=O&gsfn=Fra... 8/24/2010 
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I920 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

You searched for Frank J. Swanson in Iowa 

1920 United States Federal Census 

Frank J Swanson 

Akron, Plymouth, Iowa 

54 

abt 1866 

Sweden 

Self {Head) 

[Head] 

Betsey 

Sweden 

Married 

White 

Male 

1870 

Yes 

Yes 

lt~t:iex s~van~slll 

Hark)'Jl_:wll_l!~Q_!l 
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You searched for FrankJ. Swanson in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Frank J Swanson 

Birth abt 1866 

Sweden 

Male 

White 

Married 

1Jan 1925 

Iowa 

Plymouth 

Akron 

Husband 

Anna Swanson 

Sweden 

Swan Swenson 

Sweden 

Sweden 

Betsy Swanson 

IA1925_1878 

26 
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