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30 Aﬁgust 1871, on farm in Ludlow Twp, Allamakee Co., Ia

Name of Representative_p,ccn 1oow uenpy Senator

f_-, It

1. Birthday and place

2. Marriage (s) date place

CraveMaryFatby {8May 877 —6Jume—1549—to—June—1905—(exr1904)

3. Significant events for example:

A. Business_ i lessat-and-sure-donles

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession

4. Church membership_ p.ganutarian : . A
, 41st & 42d GA, 1925-1929 Allmmakee Co.— et of Flptocentadivee
5. Sessions served,js g 4ich cA 19291033 SD 40, Allamakee Co.-ofen.Z

6. Public Offices

A. Local

7. Death_ 15 yuno 1952 Veterans Memorial Hospital, Waukon; bur. Qdkland Cem
8. Children none

9. Names of parents See #12

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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10.Education Breckenridge Preparatory & Business Institute, Decarah

11. Degrees

12. Other applicable information_ : - L -y

Father, (Simon) .Friederich (Frederick) Hager was born 16 May 1830 in Ratfeld, Lippe-
Detmold. He was _one of four friends, Helmingsmeier, Ruggenmeidey and Krueger;—whowith——
him came to US to eScape military service & because of economic conditions. The person
who went into military service in jhis place died-during servidte.—All eame—te—Sheboygan;—
Wisconsin, where they worked to accumulate money to support move to Iowa. His employer
offered him a lot in Chicggo (in what is now the Loop) .,  or wages to-werk—inWauken—He——
chose latter. All four also obtained stock to peddle across XXXimmx Wisconsin as they moved.
He also spent three years in Rloomington, Ill., wherethreesiblings—tiveds—totretd—irim
learn Bhgkmusg English. Several years later Helmingsmeier induced his three sisters to come
to US, and each married one of the others of the guadrumvirate—Hiswife wasKarotime)——
Wilhelmine Helmingsmeier (most of her relatives used name Helming), born March or May 24
1837 in LangenhQzghaus£n+_Llppe_DeLmnld,__Sha—ma;;&eé—Sémeﬁ—Ffe1dttihhhin—ﬂauknn——ﬁ"ﬁﬁiy—fﬁ58.
They had 8 dauhgters ahd 5 sons. He took up a sabdier's claim 6% miles west of Waukoon,
broke prairie,_fenced .and made many substantial dimprevements— Replacedorigint—farmdweiting
with brick house. His farm was one of finest and most valuable in section. He left later

and moved to Waukon. As hés-daughters—marrieds;-hegave ecach $105000 asdowery.—Also e

was one Hf founders of Azlmona Braesbyterian Church in Ludlow Twp.
John, third son -and seventh echildy; started—infarmimplementbusimess 1 Waukono in [895.
In Spanish American War he was part of 49th Iowa Infantry. Added Buick dealership in 1908.

Mason, Trustee of church, Kiwanis, involved in construction of Betemmms Memorial Hospital.
Survived by widow and two sisters.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Sources Log For Legislation Entries

Applicability -

Source. Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained

Wwﬂ/ W__ﬁ,..d j&nMo‘. 2 M ) {/Qtu;_t., 0, /793
7;1__?;, A GA—L. '?L

Stork/Clingan, Legéslators

Towa Offictat—Repgisrter—1929=30
Senate Journal 1953

History Allamakes Co. 1989

Past & Present Allamakee Co. 1913
Allamakee Co Burizi groumds

sessions served

Tl
Uiy

memorial resolution
— er

bio of brother

—parents—imr#aimona——m
he & wife in Oakland
Krueger, Kruegers amd Stefifenms o Ta1839=1964———=<—reftoirim
Abernebhy/Helming, Hehhingsmeiers fro Lippe-Detmold

1996 x biodata—
Whos Who in Iowa 1940 %

MMM MK K

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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| Last Thursday in Waukon 69

|lamake¢ county . took advantage-
(children’s clinic in Waukon. St

amined -and diagnosed ailments of

imended tc them by the local physicians:’ Records

TSR,

technicians frem the University of Iowa working
with the Crippled Children’s Society of Iowa ex-

~
-

children of Al-

of the. crippled
uff doc!ors and

chiidren recom-

of each child was complaied and will be s:udwd
and reperis sent back to the child's. .doctor.
Dr.”H. H. Hemboldt, ped:atncum is examining |
Kenneth Byrnes, son of:Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Byrnes. ]
Assisling with the examination is Mrs. C. G. Bray.
Waukon registered nurse while the boy's mother
watches the examination with connderable m-.
terest—Waukon Newspapers photos - X

“Here |

Civalun Gueelor, announced
., Tuesday thai registration for -
all boys and girls wishing to’
participate in the  progrem
will' be ‘held Friday: morning -
--at. 9 a.'m.iat the swimming

ming, golf. tennis,
-baseball | ‘and
* sports desired will be

midget .

be taken *

S

S¢ nd Crippled Children’s Clinic
Held In Waukon 69 Are Exammed

'Honeymooners Not

Mr. and Mré. Walie Oge
-burn, who were on a hone

|
!

Last Thundny 69 ch]]dren ‘of
Allamakee conuty’ took advant-.
lage of the- State Services © for
Crippled Children clinie which

was held in:Waukon at i}*c h:gh
school.

The chrld'cn. all recom"r'end-
ed by their attending physician,
had the opportunity of being ex-
eamined by some of the best doec-
tors available from the Univers-
rt} of Iowa medical: college.:

parents, was . examined. - and &
case record was studied. Results
of the examination. will be sant

to- the child's: ph}rsmlan tcgether|

vwrith: recommended
treaiment

There were tw d l.r cians
Doctors R Ri 'Reu‘;ho]d fand JoWa
Bergand two orthopedic surgeons,
Doctors ‘I, V. Ponseti and J.\'C.
Mulier at:the: clinic.

i care; nd

Dr. Ponseti iz a nalive of Spain
but is on the staff at SUI and|
Mulier ‘is a Belgian domg
is a

Dr. .
some advanced work and
SUI staff ‘member. L

Miss Jo Simonson,  a spe
and hearing consultant and Mike
Freel, a speech student, were in
charge of that” section of the
work. Helen = Steele = was the
physir-" thcrapxst with the clinie.

Jonr Taylor. and: ' ‘Richard
Low: g, hoth  psyz holognst*:
from state division,of child
u{h‘am were mcm‘bevf of. the

:linie. personnel.

- The iredical socml mmulmntc s

~ere :Dorothy - Ryan: ‘and: Ideila
Maw Smith was_ the
tionist, “Janet *Buinmham the
lental ?‘vglemct and: ¥: Betlty
Amelon, Bernadeen Laures, Dar-

ene Crouch and Evelyn Black,

he medical, secretaries.

Four registered and one prn:‘-
ical nurse from the county as-
isted at’ the elinie. ~They  in-
Juded Mrs. Bernice “Moore and
Wirs, Stacia Hartley, botheregis-

c"ed ‘nurses from New | Albin;
Afs, ' C. G Bray, = Mrs. ‘Esther
Juntrock, beth “Pgl'stcred ‘nurses

md Mrs, Edna Lippe, practical
wrse from Waukon. &

In addition to these there were
4 who assisted .at the - clinic
ither by
n serving Iunr‘n"s to the chil-
iren and to the clinic personnel
T in driving automobiles. Those
hildren requiring " laboratory
vorkor- x-ray work-were trans-
woried to the Waukon Vetferans
Aernorial ‘hospital for: that work,
. These ivolunteer - workers in-
Tuded: I_‘rances Brophy, Lansing;
Arvs.~i'Hernard . Houlihan, g
Yorothy 'Schrupp, both. of i Har-
ers: Farry; Mrs. Gil Beeler, Now
yIhin; oMrs 2o Gardon* Lau, and
AIrs."Hoy Neison, Waterville; and
Are W, W. Owen, Mrs. Louis E,
{ully: Darlene - Kelley, - Shirley
Hoclk, “*rg. B, H; Gracber, Mrs,
Tarri 'atch.‘old, Mrs. ' Curtis
Srug Mrs, Cletus: Hufl-
nan, aI Wsukon

There are 32 of" these clinir:.s ;

ield throughout the. state each
‘ear_beginning 'in Fc—hruary jand
ontinuing through.to -Tavember‘
"his  is the!second [straight” ;rear
hat such:a clinic:has been Nald |/
n WaulSwurce] fowe:Temttdhal emg
juest of  the 'mediecal soclety of
he county, Agsisting ix the rget-

Fach child,’accompanied by:. his:[._ dent of |

Inc:den'ly

-helping at the school d

Mrs: |

Local Girls' Will &
Go To Scout Camp
Held At Decorah

’Waukon Girl ‘Scou t s

again this year at Phelps. park,
10 a. ' m.:10.3:30%5: m. sdaily:
“Mrs." Lynn: liorrew, presi--
-local’ Girl Scout
announces * that =
- the “chartered /‘buses™ which
“owill ‘fake girls: to TDecorah
_daily . will leave : the. court -
house at'9 a. m. each’ morning

No: gi.rlsgre to: remam ove:-

Equ.tpment ca}ls Ior Nose

ssafe

the camper's_name::
‘Girls! are; to wcar comfmt

nurt”.and sturdy shoes and sccks
mitted:Rain logs should be-tak-

en ' in’case ‘the weather seems
threatemng

POSTVILLE—Funeral serv
for Mrs.”Elizabethi Sonnkal 2,
will be: Held! Wednesddy, June’ il
at: 9:30" o'clock finZSti Bmdgets
Catholic: church thIE ‘Rev. TV

vilie recidenw pas.SCd awa, June
7 at ‘thethomezofihier: daughter
e S:.D.,following a.per-
iod - of: failing: health: ~Sha was
born March 14, 1870 at - Postyille’
and until 12 vears.ago thiz’
been her home. ;3

si E ~Leuiof | Fos
wl]et ‘sevéralsprandehil ren,:
d\"bat manddh:idth-"

open: “their:

mernirn

.Begson

-1t is'hoped that enough women

@et%?% “Hournament, omen

who careliinlerested - golf;!
whvt‘ner lhm"can nlhy m- noti | =

ing. .up nf Lhr,- ommirutlnn of

and|
Brownies are to attend day camp.|

Decorah, June 23-vhrough 27 fwm

and the' public school at 9:15. |-

g
lunch thefirst dgyron]y. ‘a blan=
ket for'rest.: pcrmd

jack
ch lmfe :35: ,mches of < clothes ine >

eqmpment mubt be- Iabe ed: thh ;

ahle
slacks and ‘shirts;“that:dirt won't |1

No. halters or sundresses are per-.

‘|'sonic. orders,: a “trustee o

'r'ko._d

1ad T

jiglatore cammn%r&npae d by s

moon. trip after: bem§ ma
ried in Chicago, have a very
-ponr 1mpressian%ol “theihi

y . wh Y.
‘struck some.. of the' h!ack!op_
which had. broken up-'during:

Hager moved .io
‘he was a young.ma
ed in the imipl

Té ese iv

‘land was acf.we ni civic, affairs;of

W,
Veterans Memorial hospt:

al ‘and other ‘civic’ projects:

He was’a member of the Ma

First- P"esbyterlan church,
men‘bvr ofithe Fiwanis! f-lub
m ‘all took an-active part. ’

Survivors' inelude
the former  Graces Falby: &
sisters; Mrs Jo‘hn Opfer;of:
Mrs. Edw_ard

a‘; yet

) us:hy,
van, business| -an{ﬂy

arw;.maf.lﬂn;iwnh ‘Ryard “they’
are: ~asked“to contact James
ptihtrg 'pronl,;l to Jiune 17 ‘gs-_hwwill

Womer- golrers of Wadkon wdll s
“Thursday | (-
with a8 o'clock: break-|.
fast {ollowed. by:a round of! golfs|:

Qppiears 30g et fhe Sigs
Waukon' éarlv: Monday | /morning
nbmmd rur Dra Molnes:cqrrying

Happy on Iowa Roads

-'the rectn.t mon.!hs' after: the 1 o

‘his. widow,

rdrgemem., h_ave ‘beeneompleted |

1.1 But listen }Tlds. tiis

ap el

- ing in* the ' Junior.

. Hey k
Would'™:
1 b or
“have

--abln and Mrained: ﬁupvrde:on"

but Lhor

“fact:rthere i

mm
end - a’ couple mornln

lxying., golf ami
-aﬁmoon ours;.

urrounding area and wduld-‘._
inue until: some lima i August,

S:II:IO Any =‘donations ; from
$1,00 “up “is.accepiable.; Have
checks.made‘pdyableto’ the:

fauleo n:g“ﬁ"“* Fund

¢ programn gets

‘pool. ‘Registration for swim- ' -

other .

at that time. The boys play-—
Legion -

- baseball team: -will not hnve )

you ‘like “to Jearn: to
Fswim, play. golf, tennis: .or. base-

alls ftball?. Would “you'like
t complete: ‘recreation
program n Waukon: under. ‘cap-

~Undoubtedly-the answer!is yes|
1 2bi T

o dollars’ "to: be
:nsed to carry out: such a pro-

et
date for

Jun

an offica, 'l
‘| siderable write~-in o
| Democratic . party
for al least two «
affices but until th
vass, by the board
| this ‘Tuesday, the ¢
he‘known, ¢

'But:the eyes o! i
be “focused ‘on the
tion.which has the
inating a candidate
Visor.post.
- |candidates for the
‘= | none of the five w
‘|2 30 percent majl
by Towa-law: for.n
‘The. {ive candidat
Kruger, ¥
Hérman, -
Dwight .

Mrs. E. De
thes Are

g% POSTVILLE—FL
for Mrs.
)| Castalia were held
‘a (10 at: United Breth
/| Castalia,
Mm‘s‘l'xal]to - offic

[

There +

Morrell
Haoland’
3 _Van Broc

Edna Do

the Rev.

1814 ‘at <

she spent her entir
as married to Ch:
g who! p: “ceded
- |last »March 29,
Surviv

nch_..‘dt

' Wwho hai ‘completed m
: 1 Jeader’in “this c

emember:if; t
smlr'lg_“ii':vqﬂ}. betto --yuur*;}?mp{lt

rm\lr-- 1%

arenrrad f



Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collecti

JOURNAL OF THE SENATE
MEMORIALS

JOHN H. HAGER

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable reso-
lutions commemorating the life, character and public service of the late
Honorable John H. Hager, begs leave to submit the following:

John H. Hager was burn in Ludlow Township, Allamakee County,
Iowa, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Hager, on August 30, 1871, and
died at Waukon, Towa, June 10, 1952. His education was acquired in the
rural school and Breckenridge Institute at Decorah.

He served in the Spanish-American War with I Company, 49th Towa
Volunteer Infantry, In 1895 he engaged in the farm implement business
in Waukon, which he conducted for several years.

June 14, 1905, Mr. Hager married Grace Falby, formerly of Burlington,
Vermont. She survives with his two sisters, Mrs. John Opfer, Waukon,
and Mrs. Edward Opfer, Rochester, Minnesota. The Hager family circle
numbered twelve children, all of whom, with the exception of the sisters
mentioned, preceded him in death.

In 1924 he was elected State Repesentative from Allamakee County,
and from 1929 to 1932 served as state senator from the fortieth senator-
ial distriet.

He was active in all ecivic affairs, especially in securing Waukon’'s
Memorial Hospital. A member of the Masonic fraternity for fifty years,
the Shrine and Consistory, charter member of the Golf and Kiwanis
Clubs, and an active member of the Presbyterian Church, where he
served as trustee until his death.

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Fifty-fifth General Assembly:
That in the passing of the Honorable John H., Hager, the state has lost a
valuable and honorable citizen and one who contributed unselfish service
to the State of Iowa.

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread on
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary of the Senate be
directed to forward an enrolled copy to the members of the family of the
deceased.

WM. LINNEVOLD,
A. J. JOHNSON,
GEeoRGE L. Scorr,
Committee.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.



Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators C

226 IOWA OFFICIAL REGISTER 1929-1930

versity Law School in 1920, Octuber 10, 1917, enlisted in Dattery C, 339th Field
Artillery, and on April 12, 1918, whi ioned at Camp Dudge, Lowa, was injured
in a motor truck accildent which result his bemg confined to the army hospital
until the 4th day of January, 1919, While a patient in the army hospital at Fort
Des Maines, Iowa, in 1918, he met DeElla Kinzan, of Minneapolis, Minn., a Red
Cross nurse, whom he married following his graduation from the university in 1920,
He has one daughter and two sons. Since 1920 has been engaged in the practice of
law in the city of Boone. lowa, and is a member of the firm of Baker and Doran.
Has never held any other political office. Member of the American Legion, A, F,
and A. M., B. P, 0. E. A. T. O. fraternity, and the Lions club of Boone. Elected
to state senate November 6th, 1923, Republican in politics.

Joseru R. FraiLey.—Senator from the first district, composed of Lee county, was
born in Ft. Madison, March 2, 1876, Graduated Ft. Madison high school in 1893;
State University of Iowa, liberal arts, 1898 ; law, 1900. Second lLeutenant. Company
F, Fiftieth Iowa Infantry, United States Volunteers, during Spanish-American war,
and up to the time this regiment was mustered out of service. City solicitor of Ft.
Madison from 1905 up to the time he tock his seat in the senate, at which time he
resigned. Served as a member of the state senate from Lee county in the thirty-sixth,
thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, forty-second and forty-third general as-
semblies. Connected with the legal department of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad from 1900 to 1905. Practiced law in Ft. Madison since 1905. Is mar-
ried. Republican in politics. During the political eampaigns of 1920, 1924 and
1928, he spoke for the republican national committee in many states. He is trustee
of the Cattermole Memorial Library in Ft. Madison, and was one of the trustees
of the $250,000 gift of Alexander Coleman, Esquire, for the purpose of building a
road in Lee and Henry counties, Iowa.

Frep C. GircurisT.—Senator from the fiftieth district, was born in Pennsylvania
in 1868, removed to lowa 1871, and has lived here since, Educated in common
schools and at state teachers' collegze. Taught school two years and was county
superintendent of Pocahontas county 18%90-92. Completed law course at state uni-
versity of Iowa in 1893 and was admitted to the bar. Married Ellen Hurley in 1896
and has three children. Was a member of the house in the twenty-ninth general
assembly. Elected to the senate in 1922 and re-elected in 1926. A republican in
politics. Residence, Laurens.

0. E. GunpeErsoN.—Senator from the forty-first district, composed of Mitchell,
Winnebago and Worth counties, was born in Worth county, Iowa, February 25, 1875,
He was educated in the rural schools, St. Ansgar Seminary and Institute, and the
Northern Illinois Normal Schoel. For several years he was engaged in farming,
merchandising and teaching. In 1903 was elected county superintendent of Worth
county and served nine years. He moved to Forest City in 1913 and has been in-
terested in farming, banking and insurance. The communities in which he has
lived have called upon him to serve as town clerk, councilman, member of the county
fair board, of the city commercial club and as president of the board of trustees of
the city library. In 1897 he married Gurine Finnesgard of Kenyon, Minnesota,
and has two children, Esther and Harvey. Another son, Maurice, accidentally
drowned at Cleak Lake, August 4, 1924, Elected senator in 1924, Re-elected, 1928.
A republican in politics.

J. H. Hacer.—Senator from Allamakee and Fayette counties, was born in Alla-
makee county, August 30, 1871, Received his education in the rural schools and at
the Breckenridge Preparatory and Business Institute of Decorah, Iowa. Was quar-
termaster sergeant, company 1, 49 Iowa Vol. infantry, during the Spanish-American
war. In 1895, he engaged in the farm implement business at Waukon, and in 1908
added the Buick line of cars and has since continued in that business. Was married
June 14, 1905, to Grace Falby, formerly of Burlington, Vermont. Member of the
Presbyterian church, Shrine consistory and K. P. lodge, a charter member of the
Kiwanis club. Served three years as president nf the chamber of commerce. Elected
representative in 1924 and 1926, Elected state senator in 1928, Republican in poli-
tics.




Jack and Dellene Hager

Marjorie Eleanor (Kobriger) Hager, named him
Ronaldo John ... Ronaldo to honor the husband
of the aunt/midwife who helped in his delivery
and John because they wanted to call him Jack.
His mother often teased that she wanted a Tom,
Dick, and Harry, but instead got a Bob, Jack, and
Jerry. (His wife asks, “Then why did she name
them Robert, Gerald, and Ronaldo?”) Jack and
his two older brothers were born in three consec-
utive leap years.

altended elementary school in Castalia,
1 ¢ was also an active member of Zion
L. an Church there. While living in Castalia,
he attended Postville High School where he par-
ticipated in all sports offered, but says his best
memories are of football and track. He graduat-
ed from Postville High in 1955. He jomned the
U.S. Army in July of 1955 and served at Iron
Curtain Border, Regen Germany while stationed
at Landshut, Germany. He completed two gears
of active duty, Then he attended Greer Shop
Training, Inc., in Chicagoand completed the cer-
tification requirements in refrigeration and air
conditioning on March 10, 1958. While attend-
ing classes in Chicago, he also worked in the mail
department at the LaSalle Street Station.

n June 1, 1958 he married Dellene Elaine
Schultz. They lived in Monona, lowa where Jack
hauled milk for Carnation Milk Plant and Del-
lene taught fifth grade. In 1959 they moved 1o
Postville. Jack continued 1o haul milk for several
years, then started working for Postville Imple-
ment Company where he is currently employed.
Dellene continued teaching in the Monona and
Postville schools.

Dellene (Schultz) Hager was born in Postville,
lowa on May 15, 1937, the daughter of Harvey
and Hattie (Vogt) Schultz. She has one sister,
Joan (Schultz) Moore, Dellene attended first
grade a1t West Grove School in Allamakee Coun-
ty near Postville, then completed her elementary
and high school education in Postville, graduat-
ing from Postville High School in I9§5. (The
Class of 1955 started the Postville Youth Center,
and Dellene is proud to have the first member-
ship card.) She completed the two-year teacher
education g)rugram at lowa State Teachers' Col-
lege in 1957 and began her teaching career in

onona, lowa, She continued her education
while teaching and graduated with high honors
from the University of Northern Iowa in 1968.
She is currently teaching in Postville and contin-
ues 1o take interesting courses for college credit.
For thirty years, she has been a member of Club
of lour. a community organization whose
= s are study, service. and sociability.

1s an active and dedicated member of the

Postville Volunteer Fire Depariment. chairman

of the Postville Park Board. and a member of the
asonic Lodge and El Kahir Shrine.

Jack and Dellene are members of St. Paul
Luthc;an Church. They enjoy golfing. boating,
traveling, reading, and dinners with relatives
and : lowa Territorial and State Legisl

JAMES AND DEBORAH (SCHULTZ)
HAGER

James N. Hager was born in 1945 to Nathan
and Alta Hager of Waukon. He attended Ludlow
Country School #2 and Waukon High School.
Jim also served with the National Guard. Jim
started farming with his father, after graduating
from Waukon High School and attended Hum-
bolt Institute in Minneapolis.

James Jason Joshua Deborah Hager

In 1971, he married Deborah L.A. Hager,
daughter of Cloy and Lorraine Schuliz of Post-
ville. Debbie graduated from Postville High
School and attended Mankato State College.
And now works as the Allamakee County 4-H
Program Assistant. They are the parents of two
sons, Jason James Hager and Joshua Jonn
Hager. Jason and Joshua attend Allamakee
Community Schools. Debbie and Jim belong to
Zalmona Presbyterian Church, Farm Bureau
and other a%ricultural and community associa-
tions, They farm in Ludlow on the Hager farm,
that was purchased in 1854 by Jim's Great-
Grandfather Fredrick Hager an immigrant from
Germany.

Fredrick Hager was among the early settlersin
lowa and who came to this section of the state in
1849, He came 1o America between 1846-1848.
He was suppose to serve in the German army,
but paid a man to take his place. this was custom-
ary and permissible in Germany at this time. The
man who took his place was killed in battle. Fre-
drick came to Wisconsin and worked near She-
boygan. After working here for sometime his
employer gave him a choice of his wages of a lot
of land south of there. The land was situated in
what is now the Chicago loop area. He choose
wages and traveled to Allamakee County and
purchased land from the government by a Origi-
nal Patent signed by President Franklin Pierce in
1854, This land is situated in Ludlow Township
west of Waukon. He then returned to Illinois and
worked on a farm for wages and 10 learn 1o speak
English more fluently. Fredrick also spent each
winter in Missouri cutting wood for the river
boats for needed cash. Fredrick’s two sisters,
Mrs. August Simmons, and Mrs. Conrad Sander-
man and one brother, Simon Hager also came
from Germany to settle in this area. One brother,
Henrick Hager stayed on the family farm in Ger-
many.

FI)I.‘dI'ICk married Miss Wilhelmina Helming
in 1858 and after the wedding they made their
home in Ludlow on the land he had purchased
years earlier. He cleared. broke, fenced the land
and made improvements when possible, In 1875
he replaced the original farm dwelling with a
brick home that is sull being used. Fredrick and
Wilhelmina had 12 children. Mary Sophie Hager
Opfer, Helen Hager Krampe, Minnic Hager
atgmﬁotlenttoMGanSIIad,

Martha Hager Kiesau, John Haﬁcr, Lydia Hager
Ludeking, Paul Hager, Emma Hager Opfer, and
Clara Hager Opfer. One child died in infancy.

Their son Paul Hager, after going to school at
Lime Springs Normal Training and becoming a
teacher returned home and helped with the farm.
Paul also taught school in Ludlow Country
School Number #2 and #3. Paul married Flora
Buettell in 1904. Her father was the Reverend
Michael Buettell of Zalmona Presbyterian
Church in Ludlow. Flora also taught school in
Ludlow Country School #3 only at a different
time. They had five children: Robert Hager,
retired schoolteacher, Waukon; Esther Hager
Yates retired secretary, Seminole Florida; Alice
Hager Tobin, retired schoolteacher, Adams Wis-
consin; Lois Hager Simmonds, retired school-
teacher, Waukon and Nathan Hager retired far-
mer, Waukon.

Paul's son Nathan began farming with his
father on the family farm after high school.
Nathan married Alta Gilbertson daughter of
Carl and Hilda Gilbertson of Waterville in 1942,
Alta worked for Dr. Bakkum in Waukon. Nathan
and Alta have been and still are active in many
community organizations in Waukon. They
reside in Waukon. Nathan and Alta are the par-
ents of three sons; James N. Hager, Waukon,
Steven M. Hager, Waukon and Randall C.
Hager, Marshalltown, They also have one grand-
daughter Shay Hager, Marshalltown and two
grandsons, Jason and Joshua Hager Waukon.

JOHN (JACK) AND DENISE (WHITE)
HAGER

John (Jack) Jeffry Halgcr was born 6-16-46 to
Donald S. and Alice (Palmer) Hager in Waukon.
He grew up on a farm in Ludlow Township with
his parents, older sister Donelle and younger
brother Alan Dale.

John (Jack) and Denise Hager Michael, Jon, Chnistina,
Andrew March 1988

Donald S. Hager was born 5-3-20 on the home
farm in Ludlow to Albert Simon and Anna (Hel-
ming) Hager. On 2-7-41, Donald married Alice
Palmer (born 11-15-18) who was the dau%h{:r of
James Raymond and Della (Invick) Palmer.
Donald farmed in partnership with his father for
eleven years until Albert and Anna moved to
town, During these years the two families lived
in the farm house and Jack was able to follow
both men around the farm.

Denise M. White was born 3-29-47 in
LaCrosse, Wisconsin to J. Robert (Bob) and
Uvonne (Hummel) White. She is the third of
nine children, having four brothers and four sis-
lers.

Bob White was born 3-8-21 to James C. and
Genevieve (Lambert) White. Bob was a rural
mail carrier for 30 years, owned a cattle leasing
company and a couple farms. In 1971, Bob was
elected Mayor of Waukon and served in that
capacity until his death 10-4-72 of a heart attack.

Uvonne D Hummel was born 9-5-21 to Alvin
P.and Frieda (Chynka) Hummel in New Hamp-
ton, lowa. Uvonne married Bob White on 9-20-
4],

Jack Hager and Denise White, high school
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10 PAST AND PRESENT OF ALLAMAKEE COUNTY

church and the latter is active in church and Sunday school work. A resident
of this section for fifty-six years and continuously identified with its growth
and development, Mr. Sherman has become widely and favorably known in the
locality as a man enterprising in business, progressive in citizenship and faithful

to all the ties and obligations of life—one of Allamakee county’s most honored
pioneers,

O. J. HAGER.

O. ]J. Hager occupies a notable place in financial circles of Waukon as president
of the First National Bank, while his connections with other leading institutions
through investment or official service make him also one of the country's most
conspicuously successful financiers, He is a native son of Iowa, born in Alla-
makee county April 7, 1867, a son of Fred Hager, who was among the early
settlers in Jowa and who came to this section of the state in 1849. He married
here Miss Wilhelmina Helming and after the wedding took up a claim some six
miles beyond Waukon which he cleared, broke and fenced and upon which he
made many substantial improvements, replacing his original farm dwelling by a
good brick residence and making his property one of the finest and most valuable
in the section. When he left the farm he moved into Waukon and there spent the
last years of his life, passing away November 4, 1909, having survived his wife
since 1891,

O. J. Hager was reared upon his father’s farm and acquired his primary edu-
cation in the public schools, supplementing this by a three years’ course in Decorah
College. After laying aside his books he taught for four years but at the end
of that time came to Waukon, where he aided in organizing the First National
Bank with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. Mr. Hager was made cashier
and he served in that capacity for five years, advancing afterward to the position
of president, an office which he still holds. The bank purchased an old building
which they tore down and replaced by the present modern and commodious
structure which is complete in furnishings and equipment and a worthy com-
petitor with the finest financial institutions in the state. The capital stock has
been increased to one hundred thousand dollars and an extensive and growing
patronage has been built up, much of the success of the concern being due to
Mr, Hager’s able and far-sighted management. He is connected in an important
way with various other banks in this vicinity, being president of the Waterville
Savings Bank; vice president of the New Albin Savings Bank, and a stockholder
and director in the Dorchester Savings Bank. He is connected in a similar way
with the Brownsville State Bank of Brownsville, Minnesota, and has come to be
known as one of the authorities on finance in this part of the country, his stand-
ing being based on twenty years of able work along financial lines.

Extensive and important as are his banking interests, Mr. Hager has yet
found time to devote to other lines of activity and during the period of his resi-
dence here has been prominently connected with many profitable business enter-
prises. He is a real-estate dealer on an extensive scale, buying and selling Towa
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and Minnesota lands and specializing in improved and unimproved farm proper-
ties, in which he has valuable holdings.

On September 20, 1900, Mr. Hager married Miss Ella Stevens, who was
born, reared and educated in Waukon. She is a daughter of Peter Stevens,
one of the original settlers in Allamakee county and for a number of years a
prosperous farmer. He later moved to Waukon. Mr. and Mrs. Hager are the
parents of two daughters, Helen and Anna. The family are members of the
Presbyterian church and are well known in religious and social circles. They
occupy a modern and beautiful residence in Waukon which Mr. Hager erected
and which they have made a center of hospitality for their charming circle of
friends. Fraternally Mr. Hager is connected with the Knights of Pythias and
his political allegiance is given to the republican party. A man of high worth
and sterling integrity, he is widely known throughout Allamakee county, a com-
munity which has known him during his entire life.

HON. JOHN F. DAYTON.

There is scarcely a phase of legitimate activity in Allamakee county in which
Hon. John F. Dayton is not successful and prominent and to the advancement

vhich he has not by his ability, industry and enterprise made substantial
cuntributions. He is one of the county's political leaders, an able and success-
ful member of the bar, a forge in the development of the fruit growing industry
and each year of his activity since he came to Waukon in 1873 has witnessed his
growing prominence in all of these fields of endeavor.

Mr. Dayton was born in Saratoga county, New York, January 10, 1849, and
is a son of Dr. Simon N. and Lydia (Houghton) Dayton, natives of New York.
Dr, Dayton spent his youth and early manhood in that state and afterward moved
to Illinots, locating in Rockford, where he engaged in the general practice of
medicine until 1890, when he returned to New York and located in Corinth,
where he spent the last years of his life, dying there in the fall of 18g9. His
wife survived him only a few months, passing away in February, 1900.

John F. Dayton grew to manhood in Rockford, Illinois, and acquired his
education in the public schools, graduating from the Rockford high school with
the class of 1867. He was afterward a student in Beloit College for three years
and when he left that institution read law in Rockford. In 1873 he came to
Iowa and settled in Waukon, where he was admitted to the bar. In the same
year he formed a partnership with his uncle, Hon. Henry Dayton, and their
association has continued since that time, the firm being today one of the strongest
in the county, connected through its patronage with much important litigation.
Mr, Dayton served as county attorney for two years and in public life proved
as able, far-sighted and progressive as he is in the private practice of his pro-
fession.

Aside from his work in the general practice of law Mr. Dayton is also well
known in Allamakee county as an extensive fruit grower. In 1878 he planted

" 'ost forty acres of land in grapes. strawberries and raspberries and later

.ed a nursery, where he specializes in raising apple trees and others bearing

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



ALLAMAKEE

- IPA WHO'S WHO

State Bonk, Clarrisse Minn; 1924-32 dep
clk of dist court of Allomokee Co; 1932-
34 ins agt & in newspaper work; |1934-
clk of dist court of Allamakee Co; AF&AM
54; Norwegian Luth Ch of Amer, Waukon;
hobbies: carp work, gardening; res W Main,
Waoukon.

FREDRICKSON, ADOLPH R: Physician &
Surgeon; b Adams, N D Apr 3, 1888; s of
Carl F Fredrickson-Anna Augustson; ed
Walsh Co N D; State Normal Sch, Mayville
N D 1912; U of Minn; gred St Louis U Sch
of Med, 5t Louis Mo, MD 1920; m Alma
S Berg June 11, 1924 Coon Valley Wis;
s James D, Robert K; 1920-21 interne St
Francis Hosp, La Crosse Wis; 1921- prac
med, Lansing; 1930- city health gofcr;
during World War enl in SATC, St Louis U,
disch Dec 20, 1918, St Louis Mo; Amer
Legion post 50, Lansing; Allamakee Co &
lowa St Med Socs; Kiwanis, ch mbr, past
pres; AF&AM 144, poast master; Presby
Ch; Rep; off & res Lansing.

GAUNITZ, HAROLD W: Merchant; b
Lansing, lowa Mar 2, 1891; s of Ferdinand
F Gaunitz-Anna C Bartheld; ed Lansing HS
1908; m Ethel M Thompson June B, 1920
Lansing; 1909-12 emp by Oliver Iron Mining
Co, Eveleth Minn; 1912-16 emp in RR con-
struction work with H E Carleton & Co,
Prince George, B C, Canada, later in Can-
adian Provincial police force at B C; 1916~
18 with father & brother in Gounitz Mar-
ket, Lansing, 1919- ptr of brother; mbr
sch bd, Lonsing, past pres; during World
War enl in US army May 17, 1918 Camp
Humphrey WVa, sgt July 17, 1918, Aug
tsfrd to OTS, Camp Tayler Ky, Nov 26,
1918 commd field arty; Amer Legion post
50, post 4th dist comm; Kiwanis; BSA,
area committeeman; OES 177, worthy po-
tron; AF&AM 144, past master; Presby Ch;
Rep, county chmn Rep Service Leogue;
hobbies: hunting, golf; off Gaunitz Mar-
ket; res Lansing.

GILBERTSON, THOMAS §: Post Office
Clerk; b Lonsing, lowa June 3, 1905; s of
Henry H Gilbertson-Mary Schafer; ed
Lansing HS 1923; m lrma McGee Dec 29,
1933 Decorah; 1923- clk in P O; Kiwarus,
pres; past mbr Waukon Golf Club; AF&AM
144, past moster; Federated Ch; Rep; hob-
bies: fishing & golf; off & res Lansing.

GILCHRIST, W T: Optician; b Wheeling,
W Va Apr 27, 1853; s of John Gilchrist-
Elizabeth Singleton; ed Wheeling W Va;
Union City; Lansing HS; U of lowa 1882;
Rush Med Coll, Chicago Ill, MD 1884; m
Alice | Nesmith Apr &, 1875 Lansing; s Dr
J M; d Ethel; 1884-1916 opr drug store
& prac med, Waukon; 1916- optician &
optometrist, Waukon; paost dir Waoukon
schs; past mbr city coun; mbr vol med
service corps US army; post mbr Woukon
Golf Club; AF&AM 154, 50 years mbr,
treas; Meth Ch, post trustee; Rep; hobbies:
golf, fishing; off & res Waukon.

GLYNN, SAMUEL: Railrood Station
Agent; b Clayton, lowa July 15, 1884; s of
Alfred V Glynn-Lena Laope; ed Lansing HS
1903; m Betsy Kolsrud Feb 26, 1916
Waterville; s Raymond E; d Caila V; 1903-
05 appr in RR station, Lansing; 1905-13
relief man at various stations; 1913-14
emp in brother's cement block plant, Lans-
ing; 1914- station aat for CMStP&P RR,
Waterville; past mayor 10 years; past mbr
& pres Waterville consolidated sch bd;
Brotherhcod of RR Telegraphers; PTA;
Luth Ch, past trustee; Rep; hobbies: base-
ball, basketball; off Milwoukee Station; res
Waterville.

GORDON, W HOWARD: Secretory &
Business Manager Creamery; b Brewster,
Minn May 28, 1909; s of Willis S Gordon-
Anna A Frienz; ed Brewster Minn HS 1928;
lowa 5t Coll, short course; m Lorna L
Sherman June 20, 1939 Waukon; 1933-40
Dairy Herd Improvement Assn supvr, Wau-
kon; 1940- secy & business mgr Farmers
Waukon's Co-op Creamery, Waukon; Al-

lamckee Co Farm Bur; mbr Cow Testing
Assn; past active Allamakee Co 4-H Club
work; Zion Reform Ch; Rep; hobbies; fish-
ing, hunting; off Co-operative Creamery;
res 502 Allomaokee, Waukon.

GRAEBER, BOYD HORACE: Superintend-
ent of Schools; b Sheldahl, lowa Jan 14,
1901; s of Phillip L Graeber-Harriett Alle-
mann; ed Mayfield rural sch; Sheldahl HS
1921; ISTC, BSc 1927; U of lowa, MA
1932; Kappa Delta Phi; Alpha Delta Alpha;
m Mory N Hosking June 16, 1936 St Paoul
Minn; d Suson M, Gail D; 1923-24 tchr,
Meriden, 1924-25 coach & prin; 1925-27
coach & prin, Grand Meodow consolidated
sch; 1927-31 supt of schs, Grand Meadow
consolidated sch; 1931-38 supt of schs,
Guttenberg; 1938- supt of schs, Postville:
Allaomaokee Co Schoolmasters Club, pres;
ISTA; MNEA; Comml Club; with others or-
gonizing Postville Golf Club; AF&AM,
Presby Ch; Indep; hobby: reading biogra-
phies & history; off School; res Postville.

GRANGAARD, ALEXANDER: Merchant,
b Waukon, lowa Dec 24, 1892; s of Arne
Grangoard-Carrie Sandel; ed Waukon; Val-
ders Coll, Decorah; Southern Minn Coll,
Austin Minn; m Mable H Johnson June 4,
1918 Waukon; s Walter H; d Arleen, Ber-
nice M, Adeline M; 1928-31 mgr Equity
Gen Store; 1931-33 dist ogt, Bankers Life
Ins Co, Des Moines; 1933- owner & opr
groc store, Waterville; past mbr sch ba
18 years; mbr vol fire dept, Waterville;
city councilman, Waterville; Luth Ch; In-
dep; hobbies: fishing & hunting; off & res
Waterville,

GRIEBEL, JOHN K: Publisher; b Decorah.
lowa Feb 4, 1886; s of M Griebel-Rache!
Helgeson; ed Decorah pub schs; m Alice
Daniels July 13, 1916 Decorah; d Shirley,
Genevieve, Kathleen, Joan; 1899-1904 emp
in job dept of Decorah Posten; 1904-06
with father opr job plant, Decorch; 190&-
08 printer, Denver Colo; 1908 homesteaded
in Slope Co N D, 1908-13 during winters
printer on weekly poper Bowman Co Pie-
neer, N D, during summers on homestead:
1913 took course on linotype operating,
Chicago Ill; 1913-14 emp on Fayette Co
Union, 1914-19 Decorch Journal; 1919-21
emp in various firms, Minneapalis Minn;
1921-26 editor & publisher paper, Elkoder;
1926-28 owner third int in J F Widmon &
Sons plant, McGregor; 1928- owner, editor
& publisher Waukon Democrat; past mbr
sch bd, Elkader; IPA, mbr since 1921; Natl
Edit Assn; lowa St Hist Soc; past mbr
Kiwanis; Geegraphical Sec; past mbr IQOF:
AF&AM, Blue Lodge; First Presby Ch;
hobby: woodwork; off Waukon Democraot:
res 208 W Main, Waukon.

GRIMM, LOIS A: County Superintendent
of Schools; b Waukon, lowa Aug 30, 1907;
d of Bert C Grimm-Lela Cummens; ed
Waukon HS; Jr Coll, Waukon; U of lowa,
BA 1929, grad work in edn & sociology:
Phi Sigma lota; 1929-39 English & social
science tchr, Waukon HS; 1939- Alloma-
kee Co supt of schs, Waukon; ISTA; NEA:
lowa Soc for Crippled Children, secy-treas
Allamakee Co unit; Searchlight Club of
Waukon; Presby Ch; Rep; hobbies: travel,
flowers; off & res Waukon.

GROSSHEIM, A H: Clergyman; b Cin-
cinnoti, Ohio MNov &6, 1905; s of Caorl
Grossheim-Ross Lepple; ed Cincinnati Ohio
HS; Hughes Night Sch of Cincinnati; U of
Dubuque, BA 1929; Presby Theological
Seminary, BD 1932; grod work U of lowa:
m Helen C Gerndt June 28, 1933 Monti-
cello; 1932 pastor First Presby Ch, Malcom,
1936 Williomsburg, 1939- Waukon; Tri-
Co Ministerial Assn; OES, past patron;
Kiwanis; AF&AM; hobby: woodworking; res
515 W Main, Waukon,

HAGER, JO!-LN H: Retired; b Waukon,
lowa Aug 30, 1871; s of Fred Hoger-
Minnie Helming; ed rural schs; Decorch
Business Sch; m Grace Falby June 14, 1905
Waukon; 1893-94 asst foreman, The Wau-

44—

kan Lbr Co; 1894- impl dir, Waoukon;
1937- ret; 1924-28 mbr House of Rep
41st to 44th gen assemblies & Senate
43rd & 4dth; during Sp-Amer War mbr
49th lowa vol inf, Co | Camp Jacksonville,
quartermaster sgt, disch June 1899; USWYV,
adjt many years; lowa Impl Assn, ch mbr,
past pres & dir; Farm Bur, ch mbr; Kiwanis,
ch mbr & post pres; Waukon Golf Club,
ch mbr; OES; AF&AM; Scot Rite 32¢; York
Rite; Shrine; KP, past mbr; Presby Ch,
trustee; Rep, post alternate to Rep conv
Kansas City 1927, del to lowa St conv Des
Moines 1940; hobbies: travel & sports; res
17 E Liberty, Waukon.

HAMNSMEIER, BEN T: Farmer & Dairy-
man; b Waukon Co, lowa Aug 2, 1892;
s of Simmon Hansmeier-Minnie Krumme; ed
Waukon HS; Waukon Business Coll; m
Elizabeth Stock Feb 28, 1917 Baxter (dec
July 22, 1933); s Ralph B, Harvey F,
Marvin N; d Ruth A (Mrs Martin Nolting),
Leona J; 1916-17 clk B H Beiber Clothing
Store, Woukon; 1918-20 owner & opr gen
store, Baxter; 1921-26 farmer, near Bax-
ter; 1926- owner & opr dairy farm, near
Waukon; Farm Bur, Jefferson twp dir of
bd; mbr AAA program; Zion Reform Ch,
mbr ch bd; Rep; hobby: outdoors; res
Route 3, Waukon.

HARRISON, € C: Veterinarian; b Lu-
verne, lowa Sept 15, 1898; s of Charles
G Harrison-lda Griffin; ed Armstrong HS;
lowo St Coll, DVM 1921; El Paso; m Althea
Opfer Oct B, 1928 Woukon; d Janet Ruth,
Irene Margaret; 1921-27 & 1929- veter-
inarion, Woukon; 1927-29 veterinarian,
Armstrong; past mbr city coun 2 terms;
during World War enl Nevada lowa SATC,
disch 1918; Amer Legion post 62: Eastern
& lowa Veterinary Med Assns; ch & post
mbr Kiwanis; lowa 5t Traopshooting Assn
of Amer; AF&AM; Zion Reformed Ch,
Waukon; Rep; hobby: trapshooting; off &
res Waukon,

HASTINGS, ELMER W: Dentist; b Wau-
kon, lewa Apr 23, 1890; s of Harvy A
Hastings-Laura 5 Shuffleton; ed Woaukon
HS 1912; U of lowa, DDS 1915; m Helen
Evelyn Miller Dec B, 1915 lowa City; s
Wayne E; d Dorothy L, Helen Eleanor;
1915-16 dentist, Urbana; 1906- dentist,
Waukon; 1926- mbr sch bd, Waukon;
during World War in govt service checking
teeth of drofted men; ARC, post pres
county ch, county chmn roll call, dir since
1930; past mbr SA; Dubuque Dist Dental
Soc, past com mbr; Allamakee Co Dental
Soc, pres; MNE lowa Dental Study Club,
pres 1934, secy 1937; lowa St Dental Soc;
ADA; Kiwanis, pres 1939; BSA, com mbr;
past mbr IOOF; OES; AF&AM; Scot Rite
322, Clinton; Meth Ch, bd mbr since 1920,
past 55 supt, past SS tchr; Rep, pct com-
mitteeman; hobbies: fishing, hunting, gar-
dening, woodwork; off 24 W Main; res 25
W Liberty, Waukon.

HAUSMAN, FRED L: Merchant; b Alla-
makee Co, lowa Feb 12, 1900; s of W F
Housman-Anno Troendle; ed Allamakee
Co; Waukon HS 1917; m Bernice Rost
Aug 6, 1929 Winona Minn; s John F; d
Barbara A; 1914-17 while att HS shoe
clk in firm Anderson & Straatte, Waukon;
1917-20 emp with Anderson & Straatte,
Waukon; 1920-27 ptr of Mr Anderson in
Anderson Shoe Co, Waukon; 1927- ptr
of Herman Haehlen in shoe firm Hausman
& Hoehlen, Waukon; past mbr lowa Shoe
Retailers Assn; ch mbr Kiwanis; past mbr
Waukon Golf Club; Waoukon Gun Club;
AF&AM; Scot Rite 32¢: Meth Ch; Rep;
hobbies: fishing, hunting; off H & H Shoe
Co; res Waukon.

HAXMEIER, G L: Clergyman; b Jackson
Co, lowa Sept 20, 1856; s of Henry Hax-
meier-Susan Memmers; ed Jockson Co; St
Lawrence Coll, Calvary Station Wis; St
Francis Seminary, Milwaukee Wis; Grand
Seminary, Montreal Canada; ordained Dec
22, 1879; gave Ist mass Dec 27, 1879, St
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STORY OF THE
KARL KRUEGER FAMILY

Our grandfather, Karl Krueger, was born in the German province of Lippe-
Detmold about 1830, lippe-Detmold waz one of the low provinces near the Neth-
erlands border, At that time each of these little German provinces had its
own dialect, called Low~German. The official or state language of Germany
was that of ths Prussian conquerors and was known as Highe~German. This was
the language of the govermment and of the schoocls. The dialects spoken in the
various provinces differed enough sc that people had difficulty in understand-
ing one another, Many learned to speak High-German as well. Our grandparents
on both sides of the family spoke a very carrect High-German.

Karl was apprenticed to a draper in hie early teens and worked at that
trade for seven years, He told us of making many swatches for & wealthy land-
owner's daughter. ©She was to bse married and said that her order would be &
big one. Karl took great pains with her project but she ended up with order-
ing only one tablecloth. The young weaver was disgusted. Among our childhood
memories is that of a hande-woven linen tablacloth he had made. Unfortunately
this cloth was lost through various leanings and movings, It should have been

N kept as a family heirloom.

In hig later tscns Karl spsnt several summers in The Netherlands, cutting
hay and grain with a scythe; to earn a bit of cash., An apprentice received nc
wages. The ekill he developed here served him well in later years.

He had one brother and one sister older than he. - Even in his childhood
he rebelled at the regimentation of life in Germany., His stories about the
arrogant German schoolmasters of that day anéd about the pompouvs Prussian
drillmasters of the army entertained and fescinated his grandchildren, He was
a master storyteller and his talees always packed a good laugh. They never grew
old with re-telling. '

At 18 he was required to take military training. The years covered the
hardships of those army daye with a veil of humor that we all loved. A favor-
ite st.ry was that about a mincr officer who had stopped to reprimand him for
a slight error in his saluts when he met him on the parade grounds. A= the
man turned to go he stepped into a mud puddle and fell flat. The story alwvays

ended with "Potz, da lag er" and a twinkle of glee in his eye that made the
marrative even more vivid.

Before another year of army life, Karl's innermost being rebelled so come-
pletely that he decided to go to America. He had very little money but some
friends were going and they were able to help him finance the trip, To evade

army service it was necessary for them to cross the border and embark: from
Holland.

Thp;ﬁ}anded in Ney York, There were four of them; Kerl's comparions
were ﬁba:ad‘ﬁelmingu (meiir), Heinrich Rueggermeisr, and Frederick Hoser., Like
many other young immigrants, they found work on the farm lands of New York

[
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state., Karl's first job was to gather wood for the huge fireplace. He told
us that the first English word he learned was "backlog" which he pronounced
"beklog". At harvest time there was another new word which he learmed the
hard way, "hurryup". He was the first of several men who were cutting a field
of grain with scythes. The men back of him were constantly trying to annoy
him by telling the young Dutchman to hurry up. Finally, he realized what they
meant and applied the strength and skill he had acquired in Holland and was
soon around the field and back of the others where he could tell them to
"hurry up".

The four friends were industrious and frugal and were soon able to heed
the call of the day "Go West, Young Man"., They purchased a small stock of
thimbles, needles; pins, etc., and set out....bartering for meals and lodging
with their stock of notions which pioneer women everywhere needed. They
forged on to the Chicago area. Chicago was then the State's second largest
city, located in the damp swampy region along the south end of Lake Michigan.
It was not a healthy spot. Without drainage and without pure water, ague,
typhoid, and other diseases of damp swampy places were prevalent. Land
could have been bought for 1 = 5 dollars per acre in what is now Chicago's
loop and lake shore area, but the young Germans wented none of it. They wanted
good farm land with pure water and ample fuel. They had carried wood and
water far in the homeland where soil was poor.

Again they headed West, This time with axes avd an oxteam and again armed
with trinkets and notions like those that had served them so well on their
previous trip. Galena, Illinois, the booming lead mining center of the 50's (
and 60's, in the hill ccuntry near the Mississippi River, beckoned. However,
the land hungry young compatiriots passed through Galena, croassed the Mississ-
ippi and pushed on into northeastern Iowa. Here among the unglaciated lime-
stone hills and bluffs of Allamakee County, they found wonderful stands of
timber and springs of pure water. This was what they were locking for. Each
selected a farm site near present Waukon and began clearing land and buildirg
his log cabin.

They were soon able to plant small plots of ground, but needed cash, For
this they shouldered their axes and made taeir way down to the timber lands of
Missouri to chop wood for the belching firss of the river bcats (We still have
an axe Grandfather brought with him from Garmany). In the epring:they returned
to their farms, tilled their small plots &ad cleared more land.

On these co-operative excursions Karl seems to have been the chief cook
for the bachelor establishment. This was before the days of commercial yeast.
A starter had to be kept for the next baking. Once the young cook lost this
starter through some mishap. He walked ten miles to get & rew one....so far
because nearer neighbors, largely French and Spanish, made cnly soda biscuits
and he and his friends wanted good old yeast bread. He got his starter and the
good woman told him that thereafter, he should save at least a crust of bread.
From this, she said, he could make his own starter. He tol¢ us he never
walked 20 miles for a starter again.

Life was primitive. Beds were made by driving a stake into the dirt
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A floor, to this they nailed two saplings which reached the wall and rested om
logs of the cabin there. They stretched rope or leather thongs over tlese
saplings to serve as springs. There was no storage space, s° meat and cther
supplies were hung high in the trees, suspended by long thongs or ropes to
keep then safe from marauding bears. Bread was stored in their one kettle
which was used for baking, cooking, and washing as well as for ovrotection
from squirrels and other rodents.

After some years of hard labor and frugality Karl was able to hely his
brother's family, the Henry Kruegers, later of Baxter, Iowa, tc come tc
America. He started them with a 4O-acre plot of ground as a home site and,
realizing that their small children must have milk, he started toward lubuque
in search of & cow. He finzlly located one he could buy twenty miles irom
home., It was the time of spring freshets and, on his return trip with the
cow, he found the Turkey River overflowing its barks. A yourg lad was on
hand at the ford with a boat, hoping to ccilect a small fee for carryirg
people across the river. They started out with Karl and the boy in the boat
and the cow swimming behind. Before they reached micstream, however, ihe
boat capsized. In telling the story to us he usec to say, "I couldn't swim
but the cow could and we were luckily headed in the right direction; tvs I
never got a chance to pay that boy."

Abcut this timéé%égggh Helming persuaded his three sisters to com¢ to
Aperica, They had heard of the rigors of Iowzs winters and packed good old
German feather ticks, made of homespun linen into tneir large wooden closts

\ strapped with iron and equipped with rope handles ((lne of these chest: is
in our attic at the present time and the Lomespun ticking ie also ther¢’,
They took passage down the Vleser River, across the Atlantic to New Orles~ns and
up the Mississippl to McGregor, Iowa. Unfortunately, the river was lo* and
the pilct did not know his channel as well as he should have known it :nd
the boat was marocned on a sand bar. This necessitaied the unloading ¢ the
boat and our Germen immigrants hac to rustle their ovn luggase. With ruch de-
lays the journey toock 13 weeks and before they landec at McGregor, 21l Zood
was spoiled and drinking water was long used up.

1ok

The f?minine companionship ofqggﬂraa's sisters vas a welccme addifi.on to
the somber lives of the young pioneers. In time Carclina, & pretty blonde,
decided to accept the modest home offered her by Karl Krueger. One sirter
married Heinrich Rueggenmeier and the other married Frederick hager.

Carolina was an ideal complement to the serious and ambiticue youwr g
Rarl. In the homeland she had worked a8 a maid in the home of a very cavout
couple. These people belcnged to the group that was then known es pietists,
followers of Count Zinzendorf and later known as Horevian Brethiren. The
sincere religious atmosphere of this hcme made & deep impression on the
young girl, which stayed with her through life. There she gaired & nev spir-
itual ocutloock as vell as the money for her equipment and passage to America.
With this background the home of our grandnarentis was soor a haven for “he
Methodiet circuit rid-rs who came to the n2w settlezenta veet cf the M .3s-
issippi River. These dedicated young cmen were both & religioue 2né a ("1l
tural influence. They followed literally John Wesley's comxriseican to "joir

\ knowledge and vital piety". They preached Jesus Christ as Lorc of the wind,
remembering that the founder of Methodismr in his ardent caztzipn zgains:
illiteracy in England once said "Every blozichead ie & mave."
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Abernatheyégdildred Arlene Convis (Mrs. Donald Ray) [Helming]; ed. Vernon P. Helming,
1990. vl, 320.

Caroline Wilhelmine Henrietta Helmingsmeier, b. 24 Mar (or May) 1837 in Langenholz-
hausen. Lippe-Detmold, m. Simon Friederich Hager, 8 July 1858, Waukon, lowa. had 8
daughters and 4 sons.

Simon Friedrich Hager, b. 16 May 1830, in Raf$eld, Lippe-Detmold, m. Caroline, d.

5 November 1909 in Waukon.

Simon Friederich was one of founders of Zalmona Presbyterian Church in Ludlow Twp,
Allamakee Co. Like his three fellow immigrants in the quadrumvirate, he left Lippe-Detmold
partly to escape military service in Germany (also for economic reasons). On his way to
lowa he detourned to Sheboygan, Wis. where his employer offered him a choice between
a lot in what is now the Loop in Chicago, and wages for work in Waukon. He chose the
wages. Having bought land near Waukon, he took time to become fluent in English by
living in Bloomington, lll., where people did not speak German, but where three of his
siblings had settled permanently. (between 1846 and 1849.) After his marriage to
Karoline Wilhelmine he “took up a [soldier’s] claim some six miles beyond [west of]
Waukon which he cleared, broke [with his plow] and fenced and upon which he made many
substantial improvements, replacing his original farm dwelling by a good brick residence
and making his property one of the finest and most valuable in the section. When he left
the farm he moved into Waukon and there spent the last years of his life....”

He was a very wealthy man in those days, and gave each of his eight daughters
$10,000 when she married (as dowry).

John was the seventh child (and thi/son). He was born 30 August 1871, married Grace
Falby 14 June 1905, and died 10 June 1952.

The four who came to lowa for similar reasons, staying close together, were: Hager,
Heinrich Conrad [Adolph) Helmingfmeier], Heinrich [Christoph] Ruggenmeier, and Karl
Krueger. After they started their farming operations, Helmingfmeier] persuaded his three
sisters to come to America--Christine Sophie Charlotte married Krueger, Sophie Kterina
Charlotte married Ruggenmeier, and Karoline Wilhelmine Henriette married Hager.
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