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o'BRIE;'\1 AND OSCEOLA COUNTIES, IOWA. 

tion m the cause of .\merican independence. It is recorded ·that .'\ ancy 
Ballou, mother of President Garfield, was a cousin of N. Ballou and also 
Rev. Hosea Ballou, who reorganized the Universalist church. 

N. Ballou migrated to Iowa in r868. Six months later he remond to 
Anoka, -:\11 innesota, and resided there for two years. He located in O'Brien 
county in I ~8 r and settled clown to farming until his final retirement from 
active labor. His home for the greater part of the time is with his daughter, 
Mrs.]. H. A~cher. He has always been allied with the Republican party and 
has held many local and township offices. 

Mr. Ballou was married in 1855 at Lowell, Massachusetts, to Eda A. 
Avery, a daughter of Foster Avery. She died in November, 1908, leaving 
motherless the following children: Edgar N., of Ekalaka. Montana; Mrs. 
Dora B. Archer, of Sheldon, Iowa; Frank H., who is located on the home­
~"-<lcd farm~ 

· /) i\J r. Ballou is an extensive reader, keeping abreast of the times and tak­
ing a keen interest in affairs despite his advanced years. It is such men as 
he who have formed the bulwark of advancing civilization in its better sense, 
and have been a power for good in their respective communities. 

GEORGE W. SlVriTH. 

It is a well attested maxim that' the greatness of a community or a state 
lies not in the machinery of government nor even in its institutions, but rather 
in t~e sterling qualities of the individual citizen, in his capacity for high and 
unselfish effort and his devotion to the public welfare. In these particulars 
he whose name appears at the head of this review has conferred honor and 
d:gni.y tlpon his locality, and as an elemental part of history it is consonant 
that there shnuld be recorded a resume of his career, with the object in view 
of noting his connection with the advancement of one of the most flourishing 
and progressive sections of the commonwealth, as well as his official relations 
with the administration of the public affairs of the county honored by his 
citizenship. 

George \V. Smith, proprietor of a six-hundred-acre farm in Dale town­
ship, O'Brien county, Iowa, was born January 24, r868, in Richmond county, 
Ohio. His parents were Philip B. and Elizabeth ( Briggle) Smith. Philip 
r""'}h was born in Germany in r822 and his wife was born in I833 in 
1-\:.tlhsyh·;mia. of Swiss parentage. Philip Smith came to America when a 
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O'BRIEN AND OSCEOLA COUNTfES, lOW A. 

young man with his two brothers, Henry and Adam, and lived and died m 
Ashland county, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Philip Smith reared a "family of twelve 
children: William, of Sioux county, Iowa; John, deceased; Mary, of Sioux 
county, Io\'va; Mrs. Jennie Weaver, of North Dakota; Frank T., of Wood­
bury county, Iowa; Mrs. Catherine Krause, of Sioux county, Iowa; Mrs. 
Etta Lepker, deceased; Mrs. Ella Krause, of Sioux county, Iowa; George 
W., whose career is delineated here; Samuel E., of South Dakota; Harvey, 
of North Dakota; Mrs. Minnie Coleman, of Sioux City, Iowa, and one who 
died in in fancy. 

At the age of sixteen George W. Smith came to Blairstown, Benton 
county, 1owa, with his mother and family and lived for four years. They 
then moved to Ireton, in Sioux county, where Mrs. Elizabeth Smith is still 
living. 

Cer.)rge vV. Smith was married when he was twenty-two years of age to 
Eff.e Troutman. of Blairstown, Iowa, and at once went to farming for hirn­
self, having bought a farm of one hundred and sixty acres the year previous 
in Sioux cmmty, Iowa. He proved to be a successful farmer and added t~ 
his holdings until he had two hundred and forty acres by I<JOI. He then 
so!d his Sioux county farm and bought three hundred and twenty acres in 
O'Bri.en county at fifty-five dollars an acre. In I9-IO he bought eighty acres 
at o~~ hundred and thirteen dollars an acre, the land not being improved, and 
irt Jt'.tne, fC)IJ, bought two hundred acres, for which he paid one hundred and 
sixty dollars an acre. It is needless to say that Mr. Smith has made a pro­
nounced· success of farming and. his farm is now worth two hundred dollars 
an acre. He has two large barns on his home place, two other barns on the 
upper half of his farm and also has a large silo. In 1902 Mr. Smith Jmilt a 
fine country home, which is modern in every respect, having hot water and 

__ ele~tric lights. 

• ·- ln politics Mr. Smith is a Progressive, having allied himself with that 
party upon its organization in the summer of 1912. Fraternally, he is a 
member of the Modern vV oodmen of America and Masons, while in his 
religious faith he is a member gf the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith have an interesting family of four sons: Clarence, aged twenty­
one: Orlo H., aged eighteen; Jesse E., aged fifteen, and Marvin W., aged 
twelve Tvlr. Smith has taken an active interest in the public life of his county 
and tm,·nship and for the past twelve years has been township trustee, an 
office which he has served with eminent satisfaction to his fellow citizens, 
irrespective of their politics. His career in this county has been a notable 
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one, and succes~ has met him at en:ry turn since coming to this favorable 
locality. He is a man who is always on the alert for anything which he 

believes "iii add to the betterment of the community and gives all such lllOVe·· 

menh hi~ lH:arty approval and support. 

DAVID WHITNEY. 

The uld settlers of this county builded wiser than they knew and it is 

eminently fitting that in this biographical volume their records be pre­
sented for the perusal of coming generations in the county. Their de­
scendants today little realize the many discouragements and obstacles which 
they had tu .meet. and for this reason the record of their lives should be in­
tensely i11tnc.-.ting to their sons and daughters. The rude sud houses of the 
seventie,; are ~een no more ancl eYen the dreaded grasshopper is no longer 
a foe to be dreaded, like a summer drunght or a winter blizzard. Verily it. 
can be said that nu county in Iowa can ~how today more marked changes· 
than Osceola count_1-. This volume ccntains the interesting life history of 
m;:my pioneers \vho :settled here forty years ago. and among these Da\·Ki 
\\'hitney occupies an honorable and u.n~pictwus place. 

Da\·id \Vhitney. ,Jl:-;ting·uished nteran of the CiYil \Var and one of the 
most highly respected citizens of Osceola county, was born February 21. 

1844, in Orange county, Vermont, and is the son of Daniel and Julia (Hall) 
\Vhitney. He receind his common scho<)l education in the Green l'viountain 
state, and when only eighteen year" of age offered his services in behalf of 
the Cnion. He tirst enlisted on the roth of ~)ecember, 1X62, in Company 
C. hftcenth 1\egimcnt \·ernl<lllt \'olunteer Infantry. and sen·ecl until Au­

gu~t :;. r8()3. with this C<J!llpany. On Decenil>er 26. JX(iJ. he enlisted in 
Cun;p;m:.· C~. TeJJtil Regiment \'ermont \·,,lnnteer Infantry. and served until 

July ro. 1 kCiE. He \Yas mnmded un .\pril 2, r86_=j, befure Lee, retreating 

frCJm l<i,·lnlltn:d. On thi~ day <>nl:· twenty-three of his cumrnny reported 
fc;r duty. and cle1·en of them. among 11 hich 11·as :VIr. \Vhitney, were wounded. 
This was the la::;t day on \Yhich the roll of his company was called untii he 

was finally mustered out. He was in ten of the hardest foug-ht engag·emenb 
of the Ci1·il \\'ar. a11d \Y<b 11·ith (~rant during the Sllmnwr 1>f rR(q. and 

through the \\ i:ne:- ',f 1 Xfl_J.-f>S and IH'llt thrnug-h all tlw terrible experiences 
which befell tile l-,Jinn trrrop~ \lhile ,;tlirllling Petersburg. He fought through 

all the l1attles of the \\"ildenws.;_ and 11·ac; present at the battle J)t \Vin-
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Ellen with shorthorn calf "Captain" 1944. 

Day program in June and the Christmas Programs were highlights 
and she can still remember forcing her shy personality to get up to 
speak loud enough to be heard and remember the words of a new 
song. 

She attended Morningside College, majoring in business admin­
istration and worked at the O'Brien County Farm Bureau Office 
before marrying Paul Rohwer, December 6, 1947, at the Metho­
dist Church. They lived at Ophir, Colorado, until April, 1948, 
when they moved to Anchorage, Alaska. They have four children: 
David, Ralph, Donna, and Lee, and four grandsons. Life in Alaska 
has been exciting for them, with building their own homes, surviv-
-~g a 1953 volcanic eruption, 1964 earthquake, and helping a new 

ky and state grow up. 
lone Elizabeth Stonehocker was born on July 17, 1929, at 

Sheldon, Iowa. Early childhood was spent on the farm northwest 
of Paullina and she continued to remain there until 1948, when 
she graduated from Paullina High School. As a child growing up 
much of the time was spent milking the 15 cows, feeding the 4-H 
club calves, and helping with the purebred Chester White hogs. 
Summer time was a busy time making hay and helping with the 
cooking when the threshers came. This was always a special time 
because their very special friends, Marilyn and Margaret Weems, 
came to stay with them. Music became very much a part of her: 
singing in the Methodist Church choir, school glee clubs, entering 
the music contests during her high school years as a soloist, and 
winning a #1 at the state contest as a senior. 

After graduation from high school she entered Morningside Col 
lege majoring in elementary education. It was there she met Wil­
liam F. Stonehocker, and was married in September, 1949. Their 
family has four girls: Sharon Ree, Dawn Elizabeth, Lisa Lynn, and 
Denise Kay. The girls married and have given them five grand­
children, four girls and a boy. At the present time they are living 
near Houston, Texas, in a little town called Magnolia. They have 
built their own home out in the country and drive into Houston 
where they both work. Bill has been in the paper business for 
many years and lone is a secretary for an oil company. 

Clarence, Sr. was chairman of the O'Brien County Fair, and 
was responsible for having the buildings put up in Primghar. 

The family had a large garden each summer and canned some­
times 600 to 700 quarts. They milked cows, churned butter, and 
butchered two or three hogs each winter. There was a depression 
in the 30's and times were hard as com was 10¢, and hogs 3¢ a 
pound. 

Clarence and Vera have enjoyed many trips. Their first long trip 
1 .~ was February, 1940, when Clarence, Jr. and Lucille Horstman 

"'were married. Lucille's father also went along to Portland, Oregon, 
)md Caldwell, Idaho. In the fall of 1940, Erma and LeRoy were 
married and went to Boston to live. They also took in the World's 
Fair in New York. Their next trip was to Anchorage, Alaska, in 
1949. It took them eight days to travel 4000 miles. They visited 
their daughter, Ellen, and her husband, Paul. Clarence and Vera 
have been there eight times now. Vera flew to Paris, France, to 
visit Ruth and her husband, Stephen and family in September, 
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1966. They have enjoyed their trips to Tucson, Arizona, going 
with Dan and Lucille Sullivan since 1978. 

Clarence and Vera moved to Estherville, Iowa, in 1958, as Orlo 
and Adelma Smith lived here. They both have kept busy through 
the years as Clarence sold Acco seed corri awhile and made 
candles for many years. They sold them in various places, in­
cluding the Spencer Fair and met many people there. Vera en­
joyed knitting, painting, pottery, and also made jewelry. She kept 
busy writing letters to family and friends, and possibly had a 
world's record. Vera passed away May 3, 1984, due to a car acCI­
dent. 

FRED AND LENA SMITH 
Fred's father came to Iowa at the age of seven from Brighton, 

New York, Monroe County,. near Rochester and the Erie Canal. 
He and his wife bought>/8Qi acres of land for $1400.00, seven 
miles north of Marcus and two and one half miles west in Caledo­
nia Township. As soon <!$ the weather permitted, they built a 
house and a straw shed and dug a well. They moved to this farm 
in July, 1883. There were eight children in the family and here the 
children lived and grew to adulthood. 

In 1896, Fred started farming for himself. He farmed 250 acres 
and got hailed out, so had to quit. Then in 1900 he started farm· 
ing again, and farmed Joe Kaiser's farm. He boarded with the 
Kaisers and paid $8.00 a month for room and board. 

In 1903, Fred was married to Lena Raun from Marcus. Lena 
was born in Denmark and came to Iowa with her family when she 
was three years old. They lived on a farm adjoining the home 
farm and it was owned by his father. It was 240 acres and a new 
set of buildings was built on it. They lived here for five years. 
Three children were born on this farm: Bernice, Harold, and 
Florence. 

In 1908, Fred and his brother, John, went to Highmore, South 
Dakota, and bought land. They each bought a quarter secti?n­
That fall they built a house and a shed for a granary. In the spnng 
of 1909, they moved to South Dakota. Fred stayed there for two 
years and two children were born there, Martha and Frances. 
They moved back to Iowa as it was a dry two years and not 
much crops. Then they rented a farm three miles west, five miles 
south and one half mile west of Paullina. They farmed here for 
two years until they bought their own farm which was three miles 
west and four miles south of Paullina. They bved here for thtrty­
five years. Elmer and Erma were born here. The mother died in 
1946, and Fred stayed on the farm for awhile and then bought a 
house in Primghar. He died in 1950. 

GEORGE W. AND EFFIE SMITH 
George W. Smith was born at Ashland, Ohio, January 24, 

1868, the eighth in a family of ten. His father, Philip Smith, was 
born in Germany and his mother's parents were natives of Zurich, 
Switzerland. Philip's death at an early age left his wife to raise this 
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~it to rili[ht: Jesse, 'Effie, Ottb; MatiJin, Clarence, 
~;1904. 

young family alone. PhUip Smith was buried at a rural cemetery 
nec;tr Ashland, Ohio. George's mother moved her family to Benton 
County, Iowa, when George was sixteen, and he helped operate 
the family farm for four years while attending Tilford Academy at 
Vinton, Iowa, during the winter months. It was at this academy 
that he met Effie Troutman of Blairstown, whom he married on 
January 30, 1890. 

Effie Troutman, the daughter of Daniel and Nancy Thompson 
Troutman, was born February 20, 1869, at Blairstown, Iowa. Ef­
fie's family was of Scotch and Dutch descent. Effie had two 
brothers and one sister: Royal, Harvey, and Relda. She, too, at­
tended Tilford Academy. 

In 1890, this couple settled on a farm near _Iret_on, that George 
had purchased the previous year, and it wasillt~re that all four 
sons were born. Clarence (1892), lives ·a:i;-:ltstherville, Orlo 
(1895-1961), Jesse (1899-1918), who died. · · · enza in the ser-
vice during World War I, and Marvin (1901- . 

After living on this farm near Ireton for !.tWelve years, George 
sold this land and purchased a half section: Section 30, Dale 
Township, in 1902. This farm was own~d by the Smith family for 
62 years, Marvin having purchased it &om his father in 1943. 

In 1903, just one year after having inovec\ to, this farm, George 
decided to move the buildings a halfmile·.,$ol1th to a better site 
and closer to Paullina. On one hot Augusf:day, the movers had 
the house on the road and Effie hi!d ... ~''1nen to cook for, in­
cluding movers, threshers, tilers, <md' -c±Sfn_eriiers. When she was 
asked later if that situation didn'tw6tW h~r. }:ffie's answer was, 
"No, only that the bread was rising ori'':Ahe kitchen table, and it 

.·\ /t 

Four generations of Smiths 1942. Left to right: back row, Clar­
ence Smith, Jr. and Clarence Smith, Sr. Front row: Effie, Joyce 
Ann and BeorgeSrnith. 
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might fall before the house was located and she could start the 
kitchen stove." 

On retiring &om farming, the Smiths moved to Paullina, where 
George spent many of his remaining years in public service posi· 
tions, including mayor of Paullina, school board, and then six 
years in the Iowa House of Representatives. He served as Metho­
dist Sunday School Superintendent many years, and also was _on 
church boards. Effie taught Sunday School and served on the 
Paullina Library Board for many years. 

The Smiths bequeathed their home in Paullina to Morningside 
College to be used toward a scholarship fund in commemoration 
of their son, Jesse, who was stationed at the college in the 
R.O.T.C. program at the time of his death in 1918. Presently this 
home is owned and occupied by the Darrel Shirk family. 

Effie's father, Daniel Troutman, was one of the original donors 
to the fund for the construction of the first buildings on the cam­
pus of Western Union College, now known as Westmar at 
LeMars, Iowa. His gift of $25,000, certainly was generous by the 
economic standards of that day. 

Effie died in November, 1958, and George died in February, 
1959, after 68 years of marriage. They spent their last years at 
Friendship Haven in Fort Dodge, Iowa. 

MARVIN AND MABEL SMITH 

Left to right: Margaret Ann McGregor, Frances Burgess, Mabel 
and Marvin Smith, Helen Pauling. June 6, 1975. 

Marvin W. Smith was born near Ireton, Iowa, in 1901, the son 
of George and Effie Troutman Smith. The family moved to a farm 
northwest of Paullina in 1902. This farm, located in Section 30 in 
Dale Township, was in Smith ownership for 62 years, since Mar­
vin purchased it &om his father in 1942. 

Marvin graduated &om Paullina High School in 1918, and re­
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Husbandry from 
Iowa State University in 1923. He was a member of Delta Chi 
fraternity. During his junior and senior years, Marvin was a mem· 
her of the undefeated wrestling team, that was National Cham­
p~. ; 

Mabel M. Smith was born near Ireton in 1902, to Rober:t and 
Elizabeth Stewart Brown. The Brown family moved to a fan:n O!'l 
the south edge of Paullina in 1912. . .. 

Mabel graduated from Paullina High School in 1919, and re· 
ceived a Bachelor of Arts from Grinnell College in 1923. While · · 
college, she was on the self-governing board and active in 
ism. She taught school at Vinton and . Armstrong the two 
before her marriage. 

Marvin and Mabel were married June 6, 1925, at h~;~r 
home. Their children are: Helen married to Lynford 
Frances married to Don Burgess, living at Denison, anc;j 
Ann married to E. Brian McGregor, living at Lq,Kei~Q4:.>1:1, 
There are eight grandchildren and eight QrE!at-·~rcmcichiji:!Jrer 
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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

GEORGE·••WESLE:Y 'SMITH 

179·9 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­
lution commemorating the life, character and public' service of the late 
Honorable George W es!ey Smith, begs leave to submit the following 
memorial: 

George Wesley Smith was born January 24, 1868, near Ashland, Ohio, 
and passed away February 24, 1959, at Fort Dodge, Iowa, at the age of 
91 years. At the time of his death he was a resident of Friendship Haven. 

He married Effie Troutman of Blairstown, on January 30, 1890. To 
this union, four sons were born: Clarence E., Orlo H., Jesse, and Marvin 
W. The couple observed their sixty-eighth wedding anniversary in Jan­
uary, 1958. 

The Smiths farmed near Paullina until their retirement in 1920. 

Mr. Smith was elected state representative from O'Brien county in the 
Forty-first, Forty-second, Forty-second Extra, and Forty-third sessions 
·qf the General Assembly. 

l 
He served as mayor of Paullina, was a member of the Paullina school 

board, belonged to Fulton lodge, was a thirty-second degree Mason, and 
was an active member and trustee of the Paullina Methodist church. 

Mr. Smith's wife preceded him in death by less than four months, having 
passed away November 5, 1958. One son, Jesse, passed away in 1918. 

Surviving him are three sons: Clarence E. and Orlo H. of Estherville, 
and Marvin W. of Paullina; fourteen grandchildren and forty-five great­
grandchildren. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Repre.s~JY~Jtatives of the Fifty­
eighth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the p.assing of the Honorable 
George Wesley Smith the people of O'Brien county and the entire state 
of Iowa have sustained a great loss and the House expresses its apprecia­
tion of his character and public &ervice and tenders, by this resolution, 
its sincere and heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their great 
sorrow and loss. 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief 'Clerk be directed to forward 
an enr·olled copy to the family of the deceased. 

ELMER H. DEN HERDER, 
J. HENRY LUCKEN, 
ARTHUR C. HANSON, 

Committee. 

ISRAEL ALEXANDER SMITH 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­
lution commemorating the life, character, and public service of the late 
Honorable Israel Alexander Smith, begs leave to submit the following 
memorial: 

Israel Alexander Smith, who lost his life in an automobile accident on 
June 14, 1958, was a quiet, dignified gentleman, and at his death was 
spiritual leader and administrative head of the Reorganized Church of 
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