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Pioneer Re~ident Dies 

This picture of Dr.' T. L. Wolfe was token in 1922 when he was 
a candidate for· state ,..,...ntatlw from Linn county. 
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( 
T homas L. Wolle . 79. son o f Da n· 

1el D. and E117.alx'th Wo lfe. was 
born on the Wo lfe Ivanhoe farm in 
1m . the t hi rd of frve children. one 
of whom d ie-d in infancy. He pul· 
eel away at t~ fam ily ~sidenc~ In 
Mount Vernon on TuHday e venlna 
He had ~ in fa il ing h~alth for 
some time. but had be-en confined 
to h ia ~ only for the put week. 

Dr. Wolfe wu a p ionHr phylic ian 
in Mount Vernon. having IJ)enl over 
5S yean in the general practle. of 
medidne here He and hi1 brother. 
the late John D. Wolfe. were aa· 
•ociated w&ether for many yean In 
the aeneral practice. the latter tint 
narti~ practice early ln the l.o'a 
and Dr. Wo lfe a 1hort time laa.r. 
Or. Wolfe attended Iowa Clt7 
Ac~my, t~ Univenity of Iowa. 
and the Unlvenity o f KentudrJ. 

r t ct>n l • •·ar' hf• ha> lwt·n ha11d 1· 
<'ap ped ·by a11 1mp:un•rl "'~"'" 

D r Wolf~: ha!' ht>ld tHmwr"u~ .. r­
f1ces <~ nd h ii ~ ix'en v<•ry actrvc 111 

the affair~ of the C(lm mun rty. H«' 
11 a Jli! Jt prf'~rd f'nt uf thc Chambcr 
o f Commerce . orJ(a n izt'd prior to 
World War I. "wa!< mayor ••f Mount 
V.-non in Ull4 a t the t ime t ht> Marn 
1treet p1winll w a!" la id. a nd also at ' 
the time the C rty H all wat con- ! 
tracted fo r a nd burlt . · 

H I:' wa1 act ovt> rn loca l Rl.'p ub lican 
politics and was a m f'mbt' r of the . 
Genera l As~embly from L inn county : 
durin& the 4{}t h G A. '" 192.3. the 
40th Extra. 41st . 42nd and 42nd Ex­
tra, and was a candidate for ~peak- 1 

er in the 42nd G.A He w as a 'chart­
er member o f the Rotary club and 
a nwmber of Mount Ve rnon 1.0 O.F · 

~·was prccf'ded in de<~th by his 
bt'other . J oh n D. Wolfe. in 1921 ; h is 
liner. I.e B. Sturl(es In 1946: and hrs 

Dr. Welle e.- r .... a ....,. 
..- rewa faally, ..._ ,..... 
r.a.er. .,... w .. r.. t.a.-.r 
"- - .t Ute nn& aeaaen 111 at.ter, Grace G . Wolfe . in 1950. He 
.... 'rldi~Hy. A ..,.n .t ... . •• flrat married to Ora Bair. w ho 
.....- w .. r~ ,.,... wu .._. · deoe~ in 1923. Two sons were 
.....ae4 enr IM yean ..., Ia born to this union, Dan T . Wolfe of 
lMl ... 1saa bHJl t. u.e fuiUJ' Cblea1o and R. B . W oUe of Mounf 
~ .--. i V~on. He w as la ter m~rried to 

Wilma Frank. who surv tves. to-
He and h l_a brotMr alao ~nppd ,.....,_r with EUzabeth Kroul. J ohn 

ext.enalvelJ m real est.at~. built aev- D. Wolfe._ Thomas L . 'Wolft. j r .. 
eral of the prewnt buslnea build- : lrlarJ Smith. Robert Wolfe and 
lnp tn Mount Vernon, includtn1 , O..ld Wolle, a ll of Mount Vernon. 
the buildlnp on II.Wh atnet, · --.pt Robert. now in t~ naval 
acroa from the p~~ Wolfe of· , eervlft at Great Lakes. 111. 
flee, which they butlt m 1111. At ' In addition to t he children, he is 
one tlrne: theY, ?wned extenaive real l..,nved by six g randchildren. sev­
estate In Loullta na. ' n'lll . coualna and m ore distant rela-

Dr. Wolfe administered to th• l tlve-, and n ume rous close fr iends 
needs of the sick for maQ7 ,..,.. NMf acquaintances. 
wtthout regard to their IMIIM or 1 ·runeral service• a re being held . 
abWty to paJ. In hUI evly dan, i •t the Johnston-Morpn Funeral · 

. the hone and bullY c. .._.... .,...

1 

........ in Mount Vernon at 2 p.m. 
1 the onlJ J!leana of tranaportaUon. ,.._,....,_ In char~ ot the Rev. · 

He enJ07ed hls work, aacl ~ed Jloward W. Palmer. Interment will 
·vlsltlnl and cour~Hllnl with hl1 1 be In the Mount Vernon cemetery. 
man7 friend• Cld acquaintance.. In 1be aJx 110na will act u pall bearers. 
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(:OnsnUin! 

!Dr. Wolfe Dies th~~~n~~ 
to mean 1 At Mt. Vernon; pLedged '': r my of troops, 

. Rites Thursday !~G~1~ 1~~~! 
he focal , SPt'cl &l to The Guette. troops. Ta. 
l a -divi-1 MT. VER.NON-Dr. Thomas L. NeVI 
.ally can ; \Volfe, 78, pioneer l\lt. Vernon • 
cmcn as ~ h . . d . . 1 d d ' d, Nov .. ·. Ta 

l S.OOO.! p _ystcJan an cl\'lC ea cr. lC I minjst ratio 
~U arms : Tuesday night after a 'vcck'$ ill-~ which is v 
lmc has nes.s. the army c 
ltage to i Born ~t Ivanhoe in 1812, Dr. lhowe.r has 

. \V t . d d' . . Mt I Thl~ \VCI 
1 o fc pracllce 1nc 1c111 e 1t1 l . 1 l:n i ted E w 
1 Vernon for ll'lore thi:ln 50 years. I most \Vest1 

~ausc of~ He \\'as a former state rcprescnta-~ and the 
.lor: a!ld 1 tivc and former ma,-or of Mt. plcd~~d su: 
. at ~lc~ : • Taft s~ i 
:h an1zcd 1 Vernon. I economy c~ I He attended the universities oq more- ihar 
.;:pccts a . Iowa and Kentucky . Following his which he ~ 
He cx-1 g1·aduation from medical school he s taff <1f tho 

.f walkl began practice in 1\lt. Vernon. tain is neer 
::>ccts - He served ns state rcprcsentath.'e · He advoc 
md bes t i from Linn !:ounty in the 40th, 40th I up our air 
cxpc.ctsl c>:tra. 41st, 42nd and 42nd extra. forces. he ~ 
sh iH' 111 ~ sc:-sions of the lawn legislature. protect thE 

~ks and 1 Dr. \Vol fe wa~ mayol' of 1\H. attack by I 
, . 1 Vernon in 1914. It was during his • ' \\~e now 

Hla ltzcd , lcr m as mayor tba t the first streets do damage 
expects ' were paved. a nd could d 
~·f lhdc~- 1 rn partncr~h ip with h is l:lrothet·,. .. r don "t l 
J C lS ' · · ' 
ngs ar~ ! Jol.1n. who preceded h1m m death, I much strm~ 

I Dr. \Volfe built most of the busi· through a ir 
~! thc~c 1 ncs_s. buildings on !\It. Vcrnon~s 

1

ag.7 ~ts . 
. 1 armY. m<~m ~trcet. ~ e can 
npow~r Dunng World war I. Dr. "\VolCcqso tt ('(Hl £ 

'ctri\'Crs . was president or the Chan\ber of j t~H! Un ited 
special Commerce. He was a charter mcrn- jswnst and ~ 

·ooks ber of the Rotary dub and a n1cm- Our l1Ll\'Y 
· · bcr of the Odd Fellows lodge-. m~nds the 
!S lnto Sul'vi ving, in addition to his strengthcne· 
1d get- \\·if~. arc si:-• sons: D~n . Chjcago; u\\'c can 
b.a1. he Richard. snd John, Mt. Vernon; do it and 
He is Robert L'l the navy at Gt·c<H Lakes, and land 1 
und~r 111., and David, Davenpot·t: two 

m en- daughters, Mrs. Elizabeth Kroul 
to use and :Mr~. Mary Smith of l\H. Vcr-
!mrn. non and six grandchildren. 
ih·jsion Services wilt be held Thur~dav 

Cl t 2 p.m. in the Johnston-I.,.!orga i1 
ur men funcrell hom(', , .. ·here fl'icnds may 
~. save 
n~ and 

calL Burjal will be at Mt. Vernon. 

badly _. 1 
re tlH'\' arh.O~t'\r\ 

''I am 110 

ning out o 
ment that j 
Europe~n r 
til war w it! 
crflll detetT 

Taft t·ccm 
United Sta1 
\V<'~tern Eu 

··No one · 
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PIONEER DAY:s lS 

That old Military Road running from Iowa City to Dubuque 
th rough I vanhoe had its origin when W. W. Chapman, T erritorial 
Delegate to Washington, D.C., secured in 1840 the passage of a bill 
providing $20,000 for its construction. Along the road, running 
through the present site of Mount Vernon, villages and towns were 
founded, of which few now remain. In the early days. Anamosa and 
Fairview were prominent hostels; and travellers along the road gazed 
with delight at the unending prairies, agreeing with Asa Whitney, a 
northern Iowa pioneer, who declared in 1846: "This is the finest 
country on the globe, capable of sustaining three times the population 
of any other place. Nowhere is the atmosphere so pure, the 
surface so gently undulating, or the soils so rich, with not one acre of 
bad land." 

Soon four-horse stage-coaches of the Western Stage Company 
traveled the road, and in the forties they carried members of the legis­
lature to the Capitol building in Iowa City. No doubt Governor 
Ansel Brigg's couriers could have been seen dashing by at top speed on 
horseback. H ome-steaders on foot and horseback and in white-topped 
immigrant wagons traveled on their way to stake out homesteads. 
Occasionally a troop of U.S. Dragoons formed a colorful cavalcade 
in contrast to some lonely circuit-rider with saddlebags making his 
way prayerfully to his scattered appointments. 

It seemed as though the leading city in these parts would be lo­
cated on that Military Road. Naturally it ought to be laid out in 
the fertile land of the river bottom where, at the same time, river 
traffic would greatly increase trade and commerce. Steamboats came 
up the river in early days and flatboats were launched with loads of 
grain and furs destined for St. Louis in M issouri. 

John Wolfe saw the possibilities at Ivanhoe and settled in 
1839 on the north side of the river, building a hotel and starting a 
ferry. He was the first justice of the peace in the county. After his 
death in 1854 his sons D an D . and S. W. continued to operate the 
ferry until a bridge was built in 1870. Part of this bridge was wash­
ed away in the floods of 1876, and the ferry had to be re-opened for 
a year. It is interesting to view the original log cabin of the Wolfe 
family a short distance south of the present I van hoe bridge. This 
cabin was built in 1840, an addition with siding was made about ten 
years later, and the adjacent farmhouse was built in 1860. In part­
nership with his sons, Richard B. and Dan T., Dr. Thomas Wolfe 
owns a large tract of land including the homestead which bears a 
1 00-year-farm plaque. 

It was on that old ferry at Ivanhoe in the fifties that J acob 
Slosser, grandfather of Raymond Mallie, was transporting a load of 
oxen when they were frightened by the swirling waters and broke 
loose, plunging into the river. Jacob, however, kept them company 
and ultimately landed them at Stony Point. 
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The C. W . Neff Funeral Home 

. ·· ....... . ··~·:·· .: .. ·. ' 

The location was original ly owned by Elder Bowman who sold it to 
Thomas Clark. The home was erected b,· the Clarks who sold it a number of 
years later to Doctors George \\'. and kate Mason Hogle fo r a home and 

hospital. 

Part of the front part of this house is believed to ha,·e been built by john 
W olfe, grandfather of Dr. T. L. Wolfe and G. G . V.'olfe , when he operated 
the ferry a t Ivanhoe before the· bridge was built. In the picture a re Mr. ami 
Mrs. Andrew Laing, and daughters Lillian and Jean, and son Darrell and 
R . B. V.'olfe, g reat grandson of John Wolfe. 
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Biographical Index-Early Iowa Physicians 

This is a photocopy of the biographical index file from the State Medical 
Library of Iowa regarding early Iowa physicians. The ind.ex cards include 
references to biographies, Iowa medical histories, and Iowa medical journals 
that captain obituaries and biographical information on Iowa physicians. 
The information was collected over a number of years and infom1ation may 
be limited or more detailed depending on the prominence of the physician. 

Thornell -Yule 

State 
Historic~lr 
Societv 
Of /o;.~;~ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

" 

Iolva - Doctors t 
~.,.bey 

Wolfe, J 1 O'( -osep 1 H. 1d83- l954_) 
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JA!1.A. .Aug. 7 ' 1954, 1364 
Aug. 

. Ioua Ci ty. 

1954 Obit. 
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..• Iovya-Doct~ ···-.- .. .. { 1885- 195l.j_) " . . 4 ' " • •• o • ·I 

Wolfe , Otis RJ.ldolph( - Marshall town, marshall cd 
Who's Important in hied . (d.E) I.R. Biog ., 1945. l 

- ( ) I ~ Iowa • ress Ass . Who8s .Wno in r.owa LE : 40 ,'829 .. .. ~ ., 
Died Sept . 11, 1954. Clipping in reprints :; 

Had 3 sons who i-1ere H. D . ·~s 
Dr~ Otis D. 
Dr~ Russe l l I'1 .. 
Dr . ~nry L. 

Obit. J. Iowa St . :[\1. Soc . 41P4-96 1 Oct. l9.54-
J _4}L.o\ Dec . 4, 19.54, l3L~~ Obit . 

_ J ~ Tnt~:ri?-~~~- ?~~-1_./o~I~) ~3 :?_~7 ~ - ~~-e __ 1:5~ ,-~_or: 

. .. . . . - . - .... 
---·-----

tow a Doc tors 

L··ndly(l87G· l951) Moun t ~ernon , Wolfe, Thomas ~ . . . · 

,. A l'v)av 26 ' 1951' 39C Obit • J.A. m. • ,..,. .J 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

anccst r\ 

J:lomc FamilyTrecs St•areh Collaborate 

You searched for Thomas L. Wolfe in Iowa 
lln Al1..!900 lllil.<·d !>tat<·s Ft:d<'ml C<·n~u} R<'sult~ 

Page 1 of2 

Hi, he .:niwh. ! .,l:; Ou~ 

Leaming Ct•nler Publish Shop 

Page Tools 1900 United States Federal Census 

. ..,::~ Save record to someone in 
my tree 

~ Save record to my shoebox 

2 Add Alternate Informaj;ion 

L E-mail image to a friend 

~· Report. l.magc Problem 

~ View printer-friendly 

Leave a comment 

Nmm~: Thomas L Wolfe 

Home in 1900: Franklin, Linn, Iowa 

,t\:~l~: 30 

Dirth Date: Dec1869 

Birthplace. Iowa 

Race: White 

Etl1llicity American 

Gender. Male 

Rei. ·tionship to Head 

He.Hl of I·Ioust': 

Father's Ohio 

jirtiJpbe('. 

!\lottwr's Ohio 
• ':rLl p\;'Cl' 

l\.larriage year: 1894 

Marital Status: Married 

Y c~ rs :;vinrricd 6 

'\.~sidenc·c MT. Vernon Town, Linn, Iowa 

Oect•pation: View on fmc.lgl' 

~eighbors: View others on page 

Hou!-ichold Namt' 

r,:Jcmbers: Thomas L Wolfe 

Onn M Wolfe 

30 

28 

.....,._View ori 

image 
~ ViCV•.' bhl 

http:/ /search.ancestry .com/cgi -binlsse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1900usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2c%2 ... 9112/2009 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Thomas L. Wolfe in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Thomas L Wolfe 

Birth Year: abt 1872 

Birth Place: linn CO, Iowa 

Gcnd<•r: Male 

Race: White 

Marital Status: Married 

Census D<1tc: 1 Jan 1925 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: linn 

Locality: Mount Vernon 

Relation to Head: Head 

Mother: Elizabeth DiU 

Mother's Golesbwy,m 

Birthplace: 

Father: Daniel Wolfe 

Father's Ohio 

Birthplace: 

Marriage Place: Linn CO, Iowa 

Spouse Name: Wilma Wolfe 

Roll: IA1925_1816 

Line: 1 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Hou5chold Name 

Members: Thomas L Wolfe 

Wilma Wolfe 

Doul TWolfe 

Richard Wolfe 

Source tnrormntion: 

Age 

53 
29 

21 

18 

\nt.'t'Stf).com. low« Stcttt CtrJSus Coll~ction. t83b·l92$ (d(ll~lnl't" on-lint"). Pro,u. lT. l:SA: Thf' 
Ctnt"riitionl'; ='rtwork. lnf" .. 2007. Ori~inal d(ltil: ~lirrY,Iilm of lo\\'a Stat<' c~~n:.u-.(' .... t8;;6. t885. 
189.;. t90S. 1915. 1925 c\)0. wt>ll 'arious spe<."ial ct'nsuw!' from 1836·1897 obtiiin\'d from tht> Stont> 
lii~toriral Sodt.•ty or Jow."' ,-ia ll t •;l.t.&\' Qlh'"l. 

nescriplion: 
This datc\b:t:'<"ront,lin~ low.\ ;o;tatt" N'nsusts for tht" foflo,, ing yt;u~: t8sb. t88s. 1895. 1905. 191.s. 
a net 1925. It al~o indudt'~ ~omt• h("ad of housd10ld <'<'nsu~t.'~<'tnd otht>r svt~C'iill <'l'n~uf.r:- from 
t836·t897· Information a"tlihlhlt- for ttn itldil'idurll will ,.:lr) acrot'Ciing to thl· et·n~us ~·t•ar and thl' 
infonn<~tion rrqut>~tt'd on the f\>nsu~ form. Somt• of lh<' infonnation rontaim•d in this dat.1ba~t 
thou.e.h indudt'": natn<'. agt'. gt•ndrr.l(IC'l'. hirthpl<lC'l'. mflrit~l Sl<ltu~. and pl<tt't' of t.•num~·ration. 
Leammorr ... 

Page 1 of 1 

http:/ /search.ancestry .com/ cgi -binlsse.dll ?indi v= 1 &db= 1Astatecen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2c... 9/2/2009 




