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Pioneer Resident Dies

This picture of Dr. T. L. Wolfe was taken in 1922 when he was
a candidate for state representative from Linn county.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Thomas L. Wolfe. 79. son of Dan-
el D and Elizabeth Wolfe., was
born on the Wolfe Ivanhoe farm in
1872, the third of five children. one
of whom died in infancy He pass-
ed away at the family residence in
Mount Vernon on Tuesday evening
He had been in failing health for
some time, but had been confined
to his bed only for the past week.

Dr. Wolfe was a pioneer physician
in Mount Vernon, having spent over
55 years in the general practice of
medicine here. He and his brother,
the late John D. Wolfe, were as-
sociated together for many years in
the general practice, the latter first
starting practice early in the 1880's
and Dr. Wolfe a short time later.
Dr. Wolfe attended lowa City
Academy, the University of lowa,
and the University of Kentucky.

Dr. Welfe comes from a plo-
neer lowa family, his gu.
father, Johm Wolfe, ving
been one of the first settiers in
this vielnity. A part of the
present Welfe farm was heme-
sieaded over 100 years age. In
1841, and has been in the family
ever mimce.

He and his brother also engaged
extensively in real estate, built sev-
eral of the present business build-
ings in Mount Vernon. including
the buildings on Mgih street,
across from the present Wolfe of-
fice, which they built in 1913, At
one time, they owned extensive real
egtate in Louisiana.

recent .cars he has been hand:-

capped by an impiared vision

Dr Wolfe has held numerous of-
fices and has been very achive in
the affairs of the commumty He
is a past president of the Chamber
of Commerce organized prior to
World War I, was mayor of Mount
Vernon in 1914 at the time the Main
street paving was laid. and also at
the time the City Hall was con-’
tracted for and built

He was active in local Republican
politics and was a member of the
General Assembly from Linn county
during the 40th GA n 1923, the
40th Extra, 41st. 42nd and 42nd Ex-l
tra, and was a candidate for speak-
er in the 42nd G A He was a chart-
er member of the Rotary club and
a member of Mount Vernon LOO.F

e was preceded in death by his
brother. John D Wolfe, in 1921: his
sister, Isa B. Sturges in 1946: and his
sister, Grace G. Wolfe. in 1950. He
was first married to Ora Bair. who
-deceased in 1923. Two sons were
born to this union, Dan T. Wolfe of
Chicago and R. B. Wolfe of Mount
' Vernon. He was later married to
Wilma Frank, who survives, tlo-
@ether with Elizabeth Kroul, John
D. Wolfe, Thomas L. Wolfe, jr.
,Mary Smith, Robert Wolfe and
1 David Wolfe, all of Mount Vernon,
except Robert, now in the naval
 serviee at Great Lakes, Il

In addition to the children, he is

l-rvlwd by six grandchildren, sev-
‘eral. cousins and more distant rela-

Dr. Wolfe administgred to ”‘l';li\?ﬁ. and numerous close friends
needs of the sick for many years., apd acquaintances

without regard to their means or

‘Puneral services are being held.

ability to pay. In his easly days iat the Johnston-Morgan Funeral

the horse and buggy or slelgh were
the only means of transportation.
He enjoyed his work, and enjoyed

in Mount Vernon at 2 p.m.,
reday in charge of the Rev.
Howard W. Palmer. Interment will

visiting and counseling with his be in the Mount Vernon cemetery.
many friends and acquaintances. In The six sons will act as pall bearers.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and

staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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‘Dr. Wolfe Dies
At Mt. Yernon;

FMY!  Rites Thursday

ne foca! Specizl to The Gazette.

L a divi-| MT. VERNON—Dr. Thomas L.
ally can. wlre, 78, pioneer Mt Vernon
cmeil1 as:

18.000. ) physician and civic leader. died
all arms ' Tuesday night after a wecek's ill-
line has negs.

age mi Born at lvanhoe in 1872, Dr.
i\Vok[e practiced medicine in Mt
1'Vernon for more than 50 years.
rause of, yra \wus a former state representa-
gt bl as a former state repres
“armips. tive and former mayor of Mt
‘hanized i Vernon.

| He attended the universities of
{pects afowa and Kentucky, Following his
He ¢x-!naraduation from medical school he
1 walk hegan practice in Mt. Vernon.
sects —|  He served as state representative
ind Best ¢ron Linn county in the 40th, 40th
eXpects)axra, 41st, 42nd and 42nd extra
shaving|coccions of the lowa legislature,
ks and! "pp yolfe was mayor of Mt
Vernon in 1914. It was during his
Jlerm as mayor that the first streets
jcxi%‘féf' were paved.
j‘{ e L In partnership with _‘nzs_hro:her.
ngs im:!Jmhn. who preceded him in death,

Dr. Wolfe built most of the busi-
ness buildings on Mt. Vernon's
main street.

During World war 1. Dr. Wolfce

vitalized

5 these
1 army.
npower
drivers,
special
'00Kks.

15 intlo
d get-
hat he
He is
under
mn en-
to use
'MCn.

Commerce, He was a cirarier mems-
ber of the Rotary club and a mem-
ber of the Odd Fellows lodge,
Surviving, in addition ta his
wife, are gix sons: Dan. Chicago;
Richard and John, M. Vernon;
Robert in the navy at Great Lakes,
I1l., and David, Davenport; two
daughters, Mrs. Elizabeth Kroul
and Mrs, Mary Smilh of Mt. Ver-
non and six grandchildren.
Services will be held Thursdayv
at 2 p.nm. in the Jonnston-Morgan
funcral home, where friends may
call. Burial will be at Mt, Vernon.
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A Centennial History
of
Mount Vernon
1847-1947
Published by
The Centennial Committee
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PIONEER DAYS 15

That old Military Road running from Iowa City to Dubuque
through Ivanhoe had its origin when W. W. Chapman, Territorial
Delegate to Washington, D.C., secured in 1840 the passage of a bill
providing $20,000 for its construction. Along the road, running
through the present site of Mount Vernon, villages and towns were
founded, of which few now remain. In the early days Anamosa and
Fairview were prominent hostels; and travellers along the road gazed
with delight at the unending prairies, agreeing with Asa Whitney, a
northern Towa pioneer, who declared in 1846: “This is the finest
country on the globe, capable of sustaining three times the population
of any other place. Nowhere is the atmosphere so pure, the
surface so gently undulating, or the soils so rich, with not one acre of
bad land.”

Soon four-horse stage-coaches of the Western Stage Company
traveled the road, and in the forties they carried members of the legis-
lature to the Capitol building in Iowa City. No doubt Governor
Ansel Brigg's couriers could have been seen dashing by at top speed on
horseback. Home-steaders on foot and horseback and in white-topped
immigrant wagons traveled on their way to stake out homesteads.
Occasionally a troop of U.S. Dragoons formed a colorful cavalcade
in contrast to some lonely circuit-rider with saddlebags making his
way prayerfully to his scattered appointments.

It seemed as though the leading city in these parts would be lo-
cated on that Military Road. Naturally it ought to be laid out in
the fertile land of the river bottom where, at the same time, river
traffic would greatly increase trade and commerce. Steamboats came
up the river in early days and flatboats were launched with loads of
grain and furs destined for St. Louis in Missouri.

John Wolfe saw the possibilities at Ivanhoe and settled in
1839 on the north side of the river, building a hotel and starting a
ferry. He was the first justice of the peace in the county. After his
death in 1854 his sons Dan D. and S. W. continued to operate the
ferry until a bridge was built in 1870. Part of this bridge was wash-
ed away in the floods of 1876, and the ferry had to be re-opened for
a year, It is interesting to view the original log cabin of the Wolfe
family a short distance south of the present Ivanhoe bridge. This
cabin was built in 1840, an addition with siding was made about ten
vears later, and the adjacent farmhouse was built in 1860. In part-
nership with his sons, Richard B. and Dan T., Dr. Thomas Wolfe
owns a large tract of land including the homestead which bears a
100-year-farm plaque.

It was on that old ferry at Ivanhoe in the fifties that Jacob
Slosser, grandfather of Raymond Mallie, was transporting a load of
oxen when they were frightened by the swirling waters and broke
loose, plunging into the river. Jacob, however, kept them company
and ultimately landed them at Stony Point.
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Funeral Home

The location was originally owned by Elder Bowman who sold it to
Thomas Clark. The home was erected by the Clarks who sold it a number of
years later to Doctors George W. and Kate Mason Hogle for a home and

hospital.

s believed to have been built by John
and G. G. Wolfe, when he operated
In the picture are Mr. and
Jean, and son Darrell and

Part of the front part of this house i
Wolfe, grandfather of Dr. T. L. Wolfe
the ferry at Ivanhoe before the bridge was built.
Mors. Andrew Laing, and daughters Lillian and
R. B. Wolfe, great grandson of John Wolfe.




Biographical Index—Early Iowa Physicians

This is a photocopy of the biographical index file from the State Medical
Library of lowa regarding early lowa physicians. The index cards include
references to biographies, lowa medical histories, and Iowa medical journals
that contain obituaries and biographical information on Iowa physicians.
The information was collected over a number of years and information may
be limited or more detailed depending on the prominence of the physician.
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Towa - Doctors b ¥
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Wolfe, Joseoh WL’(lddB-*9Sh) Iowa City

J. Towa St.M.30c. "Jishos, a
% L ;- - El .‘ug. 195, ! Obit.
JAMA Aug. 7, 195, 136l *

(1885-195h)

‘Iowa-Doctors i
Wolfe, Otis RMdolph( . Marshalltown, :arshall Cé
i
!
i

Who's Impor'tant in med. (&E) I.R.Biog_’ 1945.
Towa “ress Ass. Who8s Who in Iowa (LE) 40,829 )

Died Sept. 11, 1954. Clipping 1n:beprints
Had 3 sons who were M.D.3s

Dr. QOtis De '

Dr. Russell He.

Dr. fenry L.

Obite Je Iowa Ste.lM.Soce iL:ly96, Octe 1954

J. Internate. 00117 quﬁL)ZB:?BT, June 1955,Por

Towa = Doctors ; . - i

Wolfe. Thomas Lindly(1870-1851) Mount vernon, i
’ { !

J AN, Jja 26, 1651, 39C Obit.
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1900 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 2

ancestiry Hi, heleniwht Loz Om Messages (1)

Homx ‘amily Trees Search “ollaborate Learning Center Publish Shop
lon Family Tree Collaborate Learning Cent¢ INA Publisl Shog

You searched for Thomas L. Wolfe in lowa

c"]ﬂ All 1goo United States Federal Census Results

Page s 1900 United States Federal Census

g Save record to someone in
my tree

i@ Save record to my shoebox Home in 1900: Franklin, Linn, Iowa

Jame: Thomas L Wolfe

# Add Alternate Information Age: 30
& E-mail image to a friend Dirth Date:  Dec 1869

i 3 nage D ey [yl 3 - - .
-& R(.pc)rl Im = | ]{""'1')']"‘“'”1 Rll‘ti!pidcc_: lowa Les View orl
ww View printer-friendly inmage

race: Whlte i
by View bla

Eilnicity: American
Gender: Male

Relationship to  Head

comment Head of House:

Father's Ohio

Birthplace:

Mother's  Ohio

Birthplace
Spouse’s Name: OnaM
Marriage year: 1894
Marital Status:  Married
Years Married: 6
Residence @ MT. Vernon Town, Linn, Iowa
Oceupation:  View on Image

Neighbors: View others on page

Houschold Name
Members: Thomas L Wolfe 30
Ona M Wolfe 28

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

ancestry

You searched for Thomas L. Wolfe in Iowa

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925

Nanme:  Thomas L Wolfe
Birth Year: abti1872
Birth Place:  Linn CO, Iowa
Gender: Male
Race:  White
Marital Status:  Married
Census Date:  1Jan 1925
Residence State:  Iowa
Residence County:  Linn
lLocality: Mount Vernon
Relation to Head: Head
Maother:  Elizabeth Dill
Mother's  Golesbury, Tl

Birthplace:
Father:  Daniel Wolfe
Father's  Ohio

Birthplace:
Marriage Place:  Linn CO, Iowa
Spouse Name:  Wilma Wolfe
Roll:  lAig2s 1816
Line: 1

Neighbors: View others on page

Houschold Name Age
Members:  Thomas [, Wolfe 53
Wilma Wolfe 29
Doul T Wolfe 21
Richard Wolfe 18

Source Information:

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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