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Junsts of the Northwest, died at, his home
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years. For ever thirty years J udge Leffing-
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brilliant powers as an attorney and, states-
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est state office in the gft of that order. At
the time of his death he. was a member in
good standing of the varous higher de-
grees of Scottish rite masonry™ and was
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THE - CLEVELAND |

" |'Séeretary.

deserve, we are
(1.4 Merrill aims
és 1t a point to
18, _
thing store 18 be-
ted 1n the nicest
1 of that mam-
Kahn is having
Rule_will be in
Vaxious changes
in the. store and
it & far ahead

man and boy. in}

ared on the ar-

) s?é&,‘}%e;tk&a“%mgna

 tamily.

courts, and he returned to his home 1n Ly®
ohs in hopes of regaining his health. But
it was to late; bhard mental work had so
thoroughly undermined his constitution
that a fally was impossible and he passed
quietly away, surrouaded by friends and
relatives. The entire community are sin-
cere in their eympathy with the bereaved
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was again subdivided into two circuits. The circuit judges

who held court in Clinton county are as follows:

1869 to 1872, Geo. B. Young, Clinton; 1872 to 1881, |
Daniel W. Ellis, Lyons; 1881 to 1885, Charles W. Chase, !
Clinton; 1885 to 1887, A. J. Leffingwell, Lyons. i

The county court was established in 1851. The first
county judge for Clinton county was A. R. Cotton, who
served from 1851 to 1853. He was succeeded by Edward
Graham from 1853 to 1856; Daniel McNeil, 1856 to 1860;
John C. Polley, 1860 to 1864; Pitkin C. Wright, 1864 to
1866; George B. Young, 1866 to 1868, when the court was |
abolished. : i

BIOGRAPHICAL.

So far as can be ascertained, at the time of holding
the first term of court in Clinton county no lawyers re-
sided in the county. The first resident attorney, as re-
ported upon the authority of Hon. A. R. Cotton, himself
one of the earliest in the ceunty, was Samuel R, Murray,
who located in Camanche in 1840. He died at Dubuque
in 1844, while in attendance upon the public Jand sales.
J. S. Stowers came to DeWitt in 1844, He is still living

at Wheatland, though not in active practice. -Others soon
followed.

William E. Leffingwell came from Muscatine county
in 1845, and located at DeWitt. It is reported that for a
time he lived upon a farm near Elvira, which report is
probably true. Mr. Leffingwell afterwards moved to
Lyons, and later practiced in Chicago, but retained his
residence in Lyons, where he died August 13, 1884. Judge
Leffingwell was tall, erect, dark of hair, eyes and com-
plexion. He was prominent in Masonic circles and a full
length picture of him in full Masonic uniform is one of the
ornaments of the consistory rooms in Lyons. He was a
natural orator, and among the traditions of the Clinton
county bar are the stories of his eloquence and legal vic-

tories. His fame as an orator and advocate soon became '
more than state-wide.
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