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HON. SMITH HAMILL DEAD

Keokuk's Venerable and
spected Citizen Called to
His Resward.

Re-

DEATH WAS NOT UNEXPECTED.

slale of his road., If{!Rret Skoteh of the ¥Early and Later
¢ the stend taken h}' Life of One YWiho in Wnown nnd
e agreement will be Loved by All

ot Nov. 15.

%) Hon, 8mith IHamill, the honored
D OF POLITICS.!
0 TIc bead of the wholessle grocery housa

of Smith Hamill & Co., dled at 1:30
o'clock this morning at his rasidencs,
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FPRILD Z0 GOSEWERCH, Observer.

enterprises among othere, the Iowa
State Iunsurance compary of which
he was preeident, and the Keokunk
National bank.

The Ucited Presbyterian church of
Keokuk owes more to Mr. Hamill
than to any othor man. He Lhelped
organize the first Sunday =school
of that denomination in Loe county
and wes its {irst superintendent and
continued s such and was superin-
tendent of the Keokuk =school over
forly ¥eavs, resigniog because of the
weight of years Jan. 1, 1822, The
firet echool was organized in the 4l
of 1847 undor tue name of Asanciate
Presbyterian Sunday school. Under
the shada of the forest trees about
fiva milea west of the eity where the
brick achonol now atande, new kunown
a8 tho IKKerr sachool nouse, thesse
enrnest Plounser Presbytorians met

through tho infiluence of Mr.
and Rohort Kaor» tha

Hamili
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Presbyvierian  farmer, And  Mr.
Hamill'n c¢hlldren  have lstened to
thair grandfather's tales of thas
great struggle, now embalmed in the
romance of history. Until manhood
Smith Hamill remained with hias pa-
rents. In 1838 bhe and DMies N-ncy
MceCandless were married.

Much of romancs was inlertwinad
in these two lives which for fifty-
seven years had run parallel in the
holy estate of wedlock. Indeed.they
mignt be said to have run parallel
from their cradles; and if it is true
that the angeis in bheaven plot the
happy marringes of carth, and it
there is truth in the predestination
of soul for soul, it would scem that
these twain were indeed one flesh.
Mrs. Hamill was aleo of Scotch-Irish
Presbyterian sancestry and her ac-
cestors also foughtin the causeo of
American liberty in ths revolation.
Before tho same altar in that old
Presbyterian church in Pennsyivania
on the same day Mr. and Mrs. Hamill
in infancy received from the hands of
Rev. David Emory the ordinanca of
baptiem. Together their childhood
days were spent. At the samne school
they received instruction. In zll
affeirs of their native community
they shared equally. It wasg the
moat natural thing in the world that
they wmnould have been aweethearts
in their tender vears and lcvers when
they had grown more mature and
that marriage should have beon the
coneninmetion.

In 1346 they were canght in tze
westward Hlow of the tids of clviliza-
tion and the march cf empire, and
came to Keockuk. This was then a
primitivo settlement, and its develop-
ment to its pressnt stage is due in no
amall degree to My, Hamill’s sac-
complishments and to the influences
he et on foot. At first ha foliowed
tbe occopation to which ha was horn,
and his firet investment was in
land in the Hali-Breed tract. The
title to bls property proved vaioe-
less because of the nnsettled condi-
tion of tha% tract at that time. In
1352 he embirked jn thsa retaii gro-
cery busine-a this elix. It wae a
little store, hurt out of that business
has grown 1na present whoelesslse
houee. Fortase nas smiled upoxn

3 -

4k

Pbng,

him because he was beserving and
the God be hasseo faithfuliy nnrvcd!

has rewarded bis service 1n mauterial |
as well a8 spiritual bounty. Mr. Ham-

ill was Interested in other business'

tho catachom cniy., 1 ne
held In varicus hkalle in the years
that followed until 1¥67 when tie
chureh was built on Ninth anéd Plon-
denu etreete, aad thas harvement ueed
ag a echool room, an it i3 now.

Mr. Hamill never sought political
honors vet tha county recognized hia
{itneas to bear them by szlecting him
a reproegentative to the firet Icwa
state legislaturs end he heiped frame
the laws which were enacted when
Iowa firast entered the glorious com-
pany oif states of which she is now
queen.

Jan. 30, 1888, Mr. and hirs. Hamill
celebrated their gelden wedding an-
niversary and it was one of the
largest and most notabla events of
the characcer ever witnessed in the
city.

ECIIOODI WHE

Methiodisat Chureh Extension Sccolety,

Cuic AGo, Nov. 7.—TheChurch Ex-
teusion ecciely of the DNethodiet
Epiecopal church began its seseicno
here rtoday, with fourteen bishops
and about forty laymen in attend-
ance. The report of the board of
extension showed receints on the
general fund available for donations
to needy churches during the past
year to have $1i71 337,
On tha loan fond receipts §245,-
Loaus returned by charches
which had been helped amounted to
£51,000 which, the report said, was a
most encouraging feature. There
was R’ decreaee of gixty iz the num-

1
SEeCT

ber c¢f churches aided Lzlow last
year. The decline in receipte noticed

during the past few years is attrib-
uted pertly to tbe general financial
depression and partly to heavy gifts
made to a few churches.

Noney Ordar Record Broken,

Cnrcaco, Nov, 7.—The money or-
der department of the Chicago post-
office today paid out mcre morey in
caghing money orders than was ever
before peid out in any simiiar office
on Aany on8 Gsy. Totali payments
for the day aggregated over §125,000,
the exazt amount ot baing obtain-
able uatil late tonight, This i3 the
firet titne in the history of the oneov
order departraent that daily pay-

ments at one ofica have reached n
ram over #£100,UC0. Ip sddition to
$105,000, which rep-esanta tre

amouut that went threugn the cloay-
ing house, there wus 15.000 paid
out by clerks at a window in the
postoflice bullding,
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Lourie, and Misses COarrie apd Mary
Hamill. Beeides thoso just mon-
tionod the foliowlng children survive
hlm: DMrs, Judge Bruco, Montgom-
ery, Ala., Mrs, Rev, Thoe, L., Sexton
of Seward, Neb,, and Mre, Albert
McQOalla of Chicago.

No arrangements for the
have yet been made.

July 23 of tha present year Iir,
Hamill reached the age of ‘‘thres
score years aud twenty.”! He was
born in 1815 in Lawrence county,
Pa., his father, John Hamill, having
been 2 staunch old Scotch-Irish
Presbvtierian farmer. And  DMr.
Hamill’s children have listened to
thair grandfather’s tales of thas
graat struggle, now embalmed in the
romance of nistoryv. Until marchood
Smith Hamill remained with bis pa-
rents, In 1338 he and DNMiss N-ncy
McCandless were married.

Much of romancs was intertwinad
in these twe lives which for fitty-
seven yeara had ron parallel in the
holy estate of wedlock. Indeed,they
might be said to have run parallel
from their cradles; and if it is true
that the angeis in bheaven plot the
happy marringes of earth, and if
there is truth in the predestination
of soul for soul, it would scem that
thess twain were indeed onse flegh.
Mrs, Hamill was also of Scotch-Irish
Presbyterian ancestry and her an-
cestors slso foughtin the cause of
American liberty in the revolation.
Before tho same altar in that old
Preshyterian church in Pennsyivania
on the same deoy Mr. and Mrs. Hamill
in infancy received from the hands of
Rev. David Emory the ordinanca of
baptism. Together their childhood
days were spent. At the same gchool
they received impstruction. In cll
affeirg of their native community

funeral

they shared eoqually. It was the
most nztural thing in the world that
they wmhounld have been sweethearts

in their tendar vears and iovers when
had srocwu more mature and
that marringe snould have been the
couneuinmetion.

In 1846 they were canght in tue
westward llow of the tide of clviliza-
tion and the march cf empire, and
came to Keckukx. This was then a
primitive settlement, and its develop-
ment to ite pressnt stapge is due in no
small degree to Mr. Hamill’s ac-
complishments and to the influences
he set on foot. Af first ha followed
Stats LggisliaigrsGellgction compiled by yolunigersapd st

and his  firet investment svas
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| gtreet,
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through the influence of Mr, Hainili
and Raoburt Werry, {hae ot -
tlers united in tha eonstruction
of o log house which errved

AR 1 placa of meoting for mapy veara.
in 1852 Mr, Hamill reiroved to Keo-
kuk and in 187 he was instrumental
in organizing the Keokuk school and
was made s superintendent. Tne
first meoting was in the building 4d-
joining the lowa S8tate Insurance
company building on South Second
The scholars sat on bhenches,
gang the Paalme Instead of songe.
had wpeither choir, organ nor lesson
papers. They studied the bible and
the catochism cnly. The school was
held in varicus halls in the years
that followed wuntil 1767 when tre
church was built oo Ninth andé Bion-
deau gtreete, aad the hassment used
as a achool room, as it is now.

Mr. Hamill never sought political
honors vet tho county recognized his
fitness to bear them hy selecting hlm
a representative toe the first Icwa
state legislature and he heiped frame
the laws which were enacted when
iowa first entered the glorious com-
pany of states of which she is now
queen.

Jan. 50, 1888, Mr. and XMrs. Hamill
celebrated their gelden wedding an-
niversary and it was one of the
largest and most notabla events of
the characcer ever witnessed in the
city.
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Methiodist Chnreh Extenaton Scclets,

CrricaGo, Nov, 7.—TheChurch Ex-
teusion =scciely of the DNethodiat
Episcopal church bezan its session

hers rtoday, with fourteen bishops
and about forty Ilaymen in attend-
ance. The report of the board of

extension showed receivis con the
generatl fund available for donations
to ncedy churches during the past
year to have bega  $IT1 337,
On tha Joan fuond receipte §215,-
452, Losus returned by churches
which had been helped ameunnted to
£31,000 which, the report said, was a
most encouraging feature. Thers
wes & decrease of gixty in the num-
ber of churches aided Lelow lmat
year. The decline in receipta noticed
durlng the past few voars is attrib-
uted pertly to the general financial
depression and partly to heavy giits
made to a few churches.

Money Order ecord Broken,
CnicaGo, Nov, 7.—The money ozr-

der depariment of the Chicaco
fekie Saig Histrial gacie/ o lowa (1621, DR

in ] enphing money orders than was ever
S i i

ﬁl%fi'nes, lowa.
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