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Standard Form For Members of the Legislature 

Name of Representative d w......,t?J-<-:J J4?z<"~-d Senator ____ _ 

~w ~th,f, #.mL 
1. Birthday and place //. 4t- / .JJ:t:: n~' 

2. Marriage (s) date place 

s At.,. /?79 

3. Significant events for example: 

A. Businesst3~-."-4.,.l•• dP! ti'X: ,.,_. • dM ~..u. A.. •. .,.,/....dfi(, 
v . 

1 . - -1 -11 ~ .fj I. • .·1 -7 .I ' .. d t£ .. < f'..f ,., . ---.r:f.t. /1( li/ ~~ ,.._ r,;. _1!.. tr',',· ,.,,, , 1. ~~, ' ./(.<" ,' F.N"' ~ .•':/{ • 
" / 

B. Civic responsibilities~.~~~~- ~· ~~-~~0~~~-· ~i~Y~- £r~J~p,~~~~··~;~v __________________ __ il .~ t;i 

4. Church membership 

s. Sessions served 

6. Public Offices 

A. 

B. 

c. National 

7 . Death 

8. Children 

( 
L' 17 ,- ~ / : 

9. Names of parents , './d;·li/ /f / ~- ,.r.IC· 
I 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

11. Degrees ______________________________ ~------------------------

'! ..J'' /11.'2. __ .,·.· .• _ -~ .. j ,:1_ ;;:( ' ,_ .. ..,, 0::? - ... _ 

/. (/ 
,~,t-'J, ~,.. ,..,.!:~~~~~ .~~ 49C ... ~ tf:~ ,: ~· t·t: Att.t .. 

/ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

. . 

Sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Mon Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

~ ~ ~ 4:-& . .t.._..u_ az tZt&~~ /!lr._j,,.,,,-7~=~---
~ · qfo= ,/2, /9b-P;t ~s: c.A . .._:;;~ftQ -

·f, . " 1 /..--+-;· _..-'f/ ' 1 L:-/r- .' ~ ..., __ ,·4-, .. --,.-•_.·.,·_ .... _./. ... -_ .. , ... ,._ .. -.. _r .-._.,,_-7 __ - .• ,-!'"'.- _,·· / · • ,: - • wiJ,.~1J. ~ - - 'L./rti;. -{l~~.f/• . ~ ·I\ .. f.{?;•· ~r:h~",i f..I..J.!:~t.f;.· E .<' , •· _ . " . - - . J">r · /.1~f;17 -. V"/:., • ~.<itd.-

i.,.~-:ti ./:i·, ltJo.' J l ~; -~-;A 
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• ~ 
;-kN·D-THE~N<JtrlfNTrREPUlitle~N:-i"'IltJlt~D:~Y~APRHrl.2~·2·g_ 
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\·,, nf i r rn :t ~i t l ll . 1-' t\r .: h i ~_. a~~p(•latt·~ . . In h i~ t)ffit~t al J l · ·,~ i ·· . ~ . · ~ · 
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tp ] .. :-~, nwn~· of whom nrt• now ,num" i and frtend~ of tlw dN·eased , many . '. 
····l n ll lC'll~ t ht· t•nunt y'=- lll <l sl prom- , frc11n : out of town, the church hein~ ; • 
Pt t'l tl i .t' lls .. l!t • ab ,, s•·n·pd n" t'Otnpll'tl'ly fill c• d and many w.ere a~-' ,, 
··n :- h ip ass•· ~ s1 1 r and in t'\' t: ry pub - sernhl,•d outsidP. Interme nt was in : 

• '<~ 
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... 
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Outline of Personal History oL ____________________ _ L~------2~----·- -----------

RESIDENCE--- -----.._g _______ __ - - ... .. J~ ---·--· 
Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every question is important. 

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR 

Wq:r 1!1istnrirul ilrpurtmrnt nf lJritttu 
DES MOINES, IOWA 

(This farm is for use in collecting data on deceased as well as living persons. _Appropriate alterations may be made in matter below.) 

1. What Is your nrune in tull'f ... ..................... ~~ . ..... ..... ~~ ..................................................................... . 

2. Wllat 18 your present profession or oceupation? .. ............ ~~-..,{ .. .. ~.L.~ ........... ......... ........... ...... . : .... ,.: ........• ~ ... 

3. Where and when did you begin? ..... ... .. .. . ~~ ... . 

4, 

:>. What is your residence atldress? ... 

10. "'kat schools have you attended; if a graduate, when and with what degree? . .. .. ........... ...... .. .......... .. ... .. 

::2!..~-.d.: .. -t.~. ---~ ..... L~ ....... ~ .. ..{_ ... -... -.".=:-."' .' ... i~_.;~ .. ·~.# ... ~~ .. -.... ·.·. <.· ·. ··.~~ __ . _'~._ ,! ... ' ~-~ ... -.... -.·~_:..._· .. -.... -·. --.~.-....... --.~-~~ .. 4d.. .• _-._ ._ :_ ~ __ ._'7 __ · ...... -.. -~ .. -... ----i ~ ......... z::: ....... .22..df}f},~;,_.tj:~~7;;.._L - ~~-- / . U--~·~ 
'\Vhat was your father's full name? ....... .. ...... d:b. ..... ...lfe~/ .. ' ........ ,c ... ~. 11. 

] •> -· :::::;;z::~=;z,~;~~c~~~~~~ 
What wns ,..-our mother's full mnitlen name·r.. ..... ................ .. .. A-~ .. .. .. b ... -"" .~. k.-:-.·~~~~ -- - ... . .. ;r~_?...-=-.~ .. .. .......... ........... . 13. 

. .............................. ...... ..................... ... .. ............... ........ ... ... ... ... .. ... ................................... . 
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15. '\Vhnt military service hn<l your father; gh:e as coJDplete as you can~ ..... .. ........ ... · ········· · · -~---· - -~---

lD. With what political parties have you been affiliated; gh"e dntes? 

··· ···--~~~--- ················ -l ---~--- '~"7·· 
:ro. In what religious denominations have you a Inembershlp? .... 

·--~··· "j··· 
./ 

··· ····· ····~,;~;r-'~J ........ c::::L.....L 
%1. If you ha'\· e no church membership, to w-hat sectarian foith do you Incline~ 

22. In what societies of learning have you a members.hip'?. 

-~-- ~"7··· · 
23. Of Tt?hat secular orders or secret societies are you a member~ 

.... /~~-- - - -/·· · · ·· 
/ o / 

(.. / . 
\Vhat honors or offices have you held in 24 .. your society or lodg·e ; g'i'\·e 'lates?. 

········ · ··· ····· · ···· ·· ···· · ··~·-·; 

25. Of wba.t social clubs are you a membe1.· ~ 

~~;. Of '\Vhat business firnts ba'l-~e you been a !nember 1.. 

c</' 

· ·.:.:.·· ·- ·~·f· ·· 

27. Please enelose both a busine.ss card and your 11hotograpb. for pe1.' n1:uu .. ·nt rcf'orfl in the l{hctoricnl Departnu··nt of I :'!'"'n 

!!:S. li~'or which of your '\YOrks (a" 1vriter, sculptor, artist, arch'itc('t, IlOiiti c iau or nther constructh•e juftuence) have yo 11 the 

highest E'steem ? .. ~ ... q ...... ~~~~-<"-M 
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29. Please supply for permanent presen·atkfll ill the Rl!rtorieal Depar'tllleD't .,., Iowa a llat ot all your worka ....................................... . 

·· ·········· · ········ · ···· · · · ···· ·· · ·· ········ ·· ·············-~-------~---- ·.-············ · ·· ·· ······ ·· ·· · ··· ·············· ······ ······· ·····--- ------···""""'"""""' """""'"""""' ""'"'"'"'""""' 
30. Wlll you attach your autogra1>h to one or more of your norka and present the sa111e to the lllatorleal Department of 

Iowa for per111anent preservation? ................................................................................. . 

31. 

DOMESTIC HISTORY OUTLINE 

FIRST l'IIARRIAGE. 

3 ", ) '\ll1h "'"·hont 'Tas your first marringe? .... ·---~- /~~-~c+/ . •' /~'··~~~cci'P..a:~' ~;;~7~£ . 
/'" 

~3. 
f 7; / 

"\Vhere a ntl whnt date ,,.·as this marriage? ..... ___ _ _./_(r. ;~- - ~ ....... :t-.--:~ . .!: ~ / 

34. 

35. In "lYha t 

·,vhat was the full name of the father of your wife (or husband) and where ·was he born ?.. 

a~ ~aAe!~,~~----~~ 2 -c- ~ ~ - - ~ ~.L 6 ... ---. -A--;;--~ ···· -~- .......... ../ !- ! a 

3S. 'What was the full malden name of the mother of your wife (or husband) L .... 

~- -
\Vher., and n·l!cll \Vas she b o rn? .... ... ?.~-~-- -...... ~.:;;;;?!!., __ ~-

,// I 

~ .. L 1ZA· . . / f ..3 o 3!1. 
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CHILDREN OF FIRST MA.RR:U.GJII. 

Full NBllle. D a te of Birth. 

•. ~-":ff..-y ~ :i.--. L"-.--L.£;z..Tc . . . 

~~------~~--- ~~---·······1-·············· ·../~--~--- .?... .. .. .. . 

a.P~ ... rt:4 ..... r:~~---··· · ·· · . (/ ......... /,9.. .... :...-... L.i.::::r: r. 

:: ~~~7 z~=: I ~=~~~~~~ =:~~cp .. 
~-~::·=:~= :· ____ -~: ·~~=~·-=···::::__! ··==:·==~=···=::::::··· :=-- ---- -. -

SECOND MARRIAGE. 

I _ --~----~lace o~-Birth. _ _ ____ _ 

f~4-~k.j'~ 
I ........ ~!. ......................... .............. ~~------- --- - - -·--- - ---- ,, 

I 

I 
I 

.!io ............... · ·· ···· · · ·· · ·· · ········ · ·-~---·· ·· ···· · ·········· · · ·····-
<, 

I . ··· ·····-······················-----········------------·----------·-·· ············------------

40. With whOin waa your second marriage? ................................. _-······-···--······'············· ···········-················ ···········.-··················· .. ............................... . 

41. Where and what date was this marriage"f ................................... , ......... . 

42. W'hen and where was your wife (or husband) born"f .................... . 

43. In what religious denonrl.nation did your wife (or husband) hold membership? . . 

44. Where dld your wife (or husband) dle, If not surviving, and where and when was the lnten:nent? .. 

45. What was the full name of the father of your wife (or husband) and where was he born "f .. 

46. What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (or husband) r ___ _ 

47. Where and when was she born? .......... , .......... . 

CHILDREN OF SECOND MARRIAGE. 

Full Name. Date of Birth. Place of Birth. 
------------~---

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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312 PAST AND PRESENT OF CALHOUN COUNTY 

which he deemed of value to the community led him to be recognized· ) 
as one of its foremost citizens. · 

Mr. Noel was a native of Iowa, born in 1851. There were no _; 
unusual or exciting experiences in his life record. He came to cor­
rectly value opportunities and advantages and realized that honor,. ·. 
able success is the direct result of carefully directed energy and intelli- : " 

. gent purpose. Upon coming to 'Rockwell City in 1883 he established ·:· 
a lumberyard and for twenty-one years was active along that line of ~:. _' ... , ,... •. -., 
business, securing a very liberal and well merited patronage. 

PAS 

Mr. Noel was united in marriage to Miss Ella. Houghan, now • ·: ·· ..... .,.,~,n=·,~ 
deceased, and they became the parents of two children: Don, who is . 
editor of the Anaconda Standard, published ·at Anaconda, Montana.;·. 
and Blanche, who is a teacher in the Seattle high school. David -W; 

· Noel married Myrtle Woodruff for his second wife and she js now::~ 
resident of Long Beach, California. . . . 

In addition to his luiJlber interests Mr. Noel was a stockholder itt 
the First National and Savings Bank of RockwellCity . . His bust~ ~ · 

. ness affairs were always carefully managed and the integrity of. his .· 
methods was never questioned. He was equally prominent and activ~ · . · 
along other lines, for he never neglected the duties and obligations of • 
life. He helped to organize the Methodist Episcopal Sunday school ': 
and took a very active part in advancing the work of the church. H~ ·._ .. ·. 
helped to organize Twin Lakes Lodge, A. F. & A.M., and was it~ 
first master. He advanced high in Masonry, becoming identified with ·-: 
all of its branches, and his life was the exemplification of those basic . · . 
principles upon which the order rests. In politics he was deeply inter"' 
ested as a supporter of the republican party, and he made speec4es -. 
thr.oughout the county in connection with E. C. Stevenson and J. F • .. 
Lavender, of Rockwell City. In a word, he was actively conce11ne<l . 
with those things which are vital and significant in the life _ of til~ : 
individual and the community, and he ever took his stand in suppol't 
of advancement, progress and improvement. 

THOMAS PARSONS. 
.• 

Thomas Parsons has been identified with public interests in Cal·· 
houn county in many ways. He was formerly actively engaged'· h1 
farming and has been active in promoting many progressive measllJ'{!S 
having to do with the substantial development and upbuilding o:f ~e 
district. He is now living practically retired from business, b,ttf:: hiS 
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in community affairs has never ceased and his cooperation 
. valued factor in many plans which are working out beneficially 

here were "';:, ..... ,'"" the advancement of city and county. 
came to cor... . Mr. Parsons was born at Reigate, County Surrey, England, on 

l that honor;. 18th of February, 1855, his parents being Henry and Ha_nnah 
~y and inte~ ~ who were also natives of the same country. In the year 18o7 
lle establisbe-Q · came to the United States, settling first in Chicago, and in 1868 
5 that linei}f . removed to Lee county, Illinois, establishing their home about 
~age. . . · way between Sterling and Dixon on a tract of raw prairie land. 
t:mghan, riow '· Pioneer conditions existed all about them, and in the work of early 
Don, who is · development and improvement they took an active and helpful part. 

la, Montana; . Parsons met a fair measure of success in his business interests 
· David W. · at a later date the town of Harmon was established near his land. 
she is now_a ~· ttfterward retired with a competence, which had accrued from his 

:ockholde:r; 
'. · His 
egrity of 

l 

ess, 

and the sale of his lands, and was living at ':Vheaton, Illinois, 
. the. time of his death. 

Thomas Parsons attended the district schools of Lee county and 
his education in Dixon. IIe came to Iowa in 1878 with a 

and they purchased adjoining farms on section 27, Cedar 
·· m ·m .... ,., p, Calhoun county. Henry Parsons, however, rented a farm 

· Carroll county, Iowa, which he cultivated, while Thomas Parsons 
..., •• , ........ n ...... u his hotne in Calhoun county, Iowa, and broke the prairie 

both his o.J,~ and hls brother's farms. He also engaged in teaching 
in Reading. There was no school in Cedar during the first 

years of his resid~h.ce in the county and the settlers ;were widely 
Ii1 fact,' various conditions of pioneer life ;existed and 

considerable difficulty in the establishment of a ':home. 1\lr .. . 
hauled his in~1:chandise from Gowrie, and he had to take his 
. a lo'ng distance to markeL His :first purchase Df land was 

acres, for '~hich ·he paid six dollars per acre. To .this he kept 
from time to time until he now has seven hundred acres in 

township, constituting one of the valuable farm properties of 
county. 'He btought his land to a high state of cultivation, and 
:fields returned to him gratifying harvests for the cai·e and labor 

he bestowed upon them. He was always a large .:'grain raiser, 
likewise engaged quite extensively in raising and f~eding stock. 

;As time passed on he cultivated his farm according to modern methods, 
introducing the latest improved machinery and facilitating the work 

the :fields in every possible way. Year after year chronl.cled for him 
success and at length, with a very gratifying and substantial 

, he retired in 1899 and took up his abode in Farnhamville, 
-wn.~ .. ~ he has erected a :fine residence surrounded by beautiful shrub-
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bery, flowers and shade trees. The most envious cannot grudge him 
his success, so honorably has it been earned and so wisely used. While · 
he is not now actively concerned in business affairs, he is still a stock­
holder in the Farmers Elevator Company and in the Farmers Tele­
phone Company of Farnhamville, and is a director and stockholder· 
in the Farmers Lumber Company. He is likewise a stockholder in 
the bank at Guthrie Genter, and his investments have. been so judf.:. 
ciously placed that he derives therefrom a substantial annualincome. 

:Mr. Parsons was one of the three men who advocated the estab­
lishment -~fa city par}), and when the movement was carried· through· 
he was appointed park commissioner, and has served-in that capacity 
for fifteen .years. . The town has now one of the most · attractive .parks 
to be found in any town of similar size in the state . . . Mr. Parsons has . 
also serveil as a member of the city council, .,and for ten .years was 
mayor of 'J;i'arnhamville, directing the policy of the dty ,andinti~oduc- ~;. ·· 

· ' ingman§peededreforms and improvements.•·:He wa~ elected county' 
supervisor:from the fourth district and served in that .capacityfor six · .. · 
years. r:rhere has been no more stalwart advocate of the development ; • 
of a modei•n drainage system than Mr. Parsons, who was especially •• . 
active in {iU'pport of the movement when it was a fighting issue in the 
state. His position almost brought him political defeat, but time has 
demonstrated the wisdom of his course and his opinions. Many new . 
districts have been formed and today the people recognize the value 
that drainage has been to the state. His public service began the first 
fall after 'his arrival, when he was elected to the office of township 
clerk. He served for twenty consecutive years as justice of the peace 
and, as there was no preacher in the township, he married about thiity 
couples, many of whom are now numbered among the county's most 
prominent citizens. He also served as township assessor and in eve1')t 
public connection he has stood for progress and improvement, hi~ 
labors bringing about many good things for the community. 

In 1879 Mr. Parsons was united in marriage to Miss 1\:Iary Clutt~r, · :; 
who was born in Ohio and died in Farnhamville in 1900. Her f 
W. H. Clutter, was an early settler of this state, and on reJnoVUJtfl·-~.~l 

to Calhoun county took up his abode in Reading township, w 
was very active in community affairs as well as in business life. 
politics he was a stalwart democrat and of the Congregational 
he was a faithful and devoted member. Mrs. Parsons was also 
active in church work and in her girlhood days she was · 
in having religious services held in schoolhouses in her township 
the building of churches. Her life radiated an influence for good 
was strong and permeating, and her memory remains 

P . 
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ion to thos e \\·ho kn e\1' her. To ~Ir . and :;\lr'>. Parsons were 
four d1ildret1. ... -\lfred ~., ,dJO O\Yils awl operates a farm in ...____ __ . . ' . 

Cedar tom1sl1ip. is tuarri ed and has four children. .T ohn L., who 
attended Comell ( lowa) College, is uow a ci,·il eugin eetof1-ftml-bolclt, 
Iowa, and is an associate m ember of the w· estern Societ:· of Engi-

His work, Land Drainage, is a ,·er~· complete treatise on 
drainage and the hms affecting it in Iowa . He is married aucl has 
two children . Flora E. is the wife of C. H. Beck, cashier of the bank 
at Guthrie Ceill:el·. r;;,·Ya, and has one daug·hter. Hertha ~I.. who at-. ~ . 

tended Grinn ell Coll ege. is nmv at home. 
Mr. Parsons is a member of the Knight s of P~·thias. His political 

allegiance has ahYa~·s been giYen to the r epublican part~·· but he is 
not bitterly partisan, and he is alm1ys ahle to defend his political 
faith by intelligent argument because of hi s " ·ide r eading conceming 
the questions awl issu es of the day. An ea rn est lll emher of the Con­
gregational church , he has for the past t en years been superintendent 
of the Suuday school. His life has been achtatell l1~· high and honor­
able principles, and the course that he has follmred commends him 
to the confidence, goodwill and respect of all. 

GEOHGE \Y. YOXTREES. 

_ George '\' . \ ·nntrees n eeds no iri.trocluction to the readers of this 
I l'olume. fur h e has long been a pt'ominent a nd highly resi)ected resi­
i dent of Calhoun county, his home being in Ceclar -townsliip. Ile has 
; lived in the county since pioneer times, and is now oue. of its most 
irenerahlc citizens. · He was born in Cla\· countY, Indiana, JulY 6 , 
' 1833, and h1lS therefore passed the eight;·-seconci milestone on life's 

.. · journ e~·. lf e cant e to Iowa in 18.3-!, making the trip on horseback 
;e !', from Indiana. being then twenty-one years of age . He ti1'ade his way 

to Boon~: c·<nmt~-, a nd there took up his abod e in a small settlement 
near .Bonneshn ro. The conditions of pioneer life existed in the dis­
trict at that p eriod. The homes were wiclel~- scatter ed aml the " ·ork 
of den·lopm ent and imprm·ement " ·as ~-et in emhr~·o . There were 
all kinds of " ·ild game. including deer and all the feathered game. ch 

~er, 

ng 
he 
[n 

: There .\\·cre also hea rs anrl " ·ild cats in the district , and it was a most 
1 comnw r1 -,ig·ht to 'i t l ' rcprcsentatiYcs of the Sac a nd Fox tribe of 
lndian'i. .-\ t the tirne of the Spirit Lake massacre there \Yas a great 

' feelin g nt' ttnre'it in tha t Yicinit\· became of the In(1ians. but the war­
fare u pnu the " ·hites " ·as n ot ,~·aged in that district. 
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to see the west. After investigating the advantages and resources of 
northwest Iowa, he bought a section of government land in Cherokee 
county, paying two dollars and fifty cents per acre. This is still owned 
by the family and is located near Aurelia. -

At that time Cherokee county was a frontier district, with miles of 
unbroken prairie and the nearest market at Denison sixty miles to the 
s-outh. The next year, 1869, brought the railroad and many settlers. 
The township was organized and named Pitcher in honor of one of the 
first settlers. 

Mr. Pitcher returned to Boston for several years, but finally came to 
Iowa to establish his home. Throughout _the succeeding years he carried 
forward the work of improving and developing his property, adding to 
his holdings until he owned 720 acres, also a farm of 200 acres in 
Minnesota. 

Mr. Pitcher was united in marriage to Elizabeth Hersey of Ba~gor, 
Maine, in 1877. They were the' parents of four children, three of whom 
are living at Aurelia. _ 

Politically he was a Republic~n : and -served as supervisor, as a member 
of the school board, and held a seat in th~ state legislature at Des Moines 
in 1881, besides giving active eoop~ratitin to many movements for ' the 
public good. Living in Pitcher , tpwnship for forty-nine years he was 
respected and honored by an extensive cirde of friends. Through years 
of declining health his interest in' his hoine and community, its churl:hes 
and . schools never lessened. His_ greatest contribution to life was his 
courage, never allowing diseourag'ement to find lodgement within himself 
and sustaining many others through trying hours. He died April 11, 
1927, at the age of eighty-eight years. 

The1·e[ore, Be It Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the 
state of Iowa takes this occasion to express its appreciation of the char­
acter and ser-vices of this valuable citizen, and, 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be printed in 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased in care of Miss Bess 
Pitcher, at Aurelia, Iowa. 

.C. C. R. BUSH, 

G. L. VENARD, 

J. PARK BAIR, 

Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON. THOMAS PARSONS 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: We, your committee, appointed to draft suitable reso­
lutions concerning the life and public •services of Honorable Thomas Par­
sons, member of the Thirty-eighth, Thirty-ninth, Fortieth and Fortieth 
extra General Assemblies, beg leave to submit the following: 

On Sunday, April 1, 1928, occurred the death of Thomas Parsons, pio­
neer resident of Calhoun county Iowa, at Saint Joseph's Mercy Hospital, 
Fort Dodge, after an illness of about seven months. 
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He was born February 12, 1855, at Rigate, Surrey, England, a son of 
Henry and Hanna Parsons, and was the second child in. a family of: ten 
children. In the year 1867 the family came to the United States, m~king 
their home in Chicago, Illinois. In 1868 they removed· to Lee county, 
Illinois, whete this pioneer family laid out their home on a tract of u'ncul­
tivated land. Thomas Parsons attended the district schools in Lee county 
and further continued his education in Dixon. 

Mr. Parsons came to Iowa in 1878 with a brother, Henry Parsons, now 
a member of the board of supervisors of Calhoun county, Iowa. These 
brothers purchased adjoining farms in Calhoun county. After he had 
established his home in that county, he engaged himself in teaching school. 
Later he purchased an eighty-acre tract of land to which he added from 
time to time until he became an extensive, prosperous and wealthy land 
owner. He was interested in bringing his estate to a high · plane of 
cultivation and was both a grain and stock ·raiser. He was truly one of 
the successful pioneer farmers of this state. 

In 1899 he retired from his farm and took up his place of residence in 
Farnhamville, Iowa. This place was his residence until his· death. 

· In 1879 'he was married to Miss Mary Clutter, who predeceas.ed him in 
1900. To this union were born four children, namely: . Alfred H., .John 
L., Flora E., and a deC'eased daughter, Ber'tha M. He was a menlber of 
the Congregational church, and the Knights of Pythias lodge. >": . ~ 

' During his <lifetime he served this state · a~ a rnewBe~. of the 'b·o~i.d of 
,,. supervisot' s ·of C~lhoun county, mayor of the to~n of -Farrihamyiile";i and 

· : ·, a member of ·:the ·General Assembly. ;;.i;,. .';~;. ·. ,: . ,: : ~··•· ·, ·>::,;.',; 
· · _ • . , 1 ~, f ' _. ' ~~-:::•ll·~ 

· .. Linked with the progress of this s~ate isindeliblyinscri~ed th:e:rl:an1e of 
... ·Thomas Parsons, who was a true builder in every sense' of the w(n:d.' He 

')'was · an ab]e expbnent of the thought of our state wl:iic;h· gave ·:to .us the 
'establishment of·'the secondary road systelli ·- o~)owa,' and }no o;ne had a 
better understanding of our drainage laws than'' lie:· · · • ·· ; •• ·.,;: ' · 

There are few men in Iowa who served in the legislature who were 
mar~ u'seful to their constituency, and . parlic~larly to ·the . ~gricultural 
interests of the state as a whole. While a ine:rhber of' the IO)Y<il,legisla­
ture he ' was a hard and conscientious worker: ' His earnest desire was 
to be of real service to the people of his county arid state, and his _highest 
ambition was to justify the trust and confidence the people had plkeed in 
bini by g-iving to his duties the most exacting and painstaking attention 
possible. 

He took more -than ordinary interest in everything that concerned the 
welfare of the state at large, and his business activities were second to 
none whether it involved his personal interests or the interests of others. 
Always exceedingly fair, honest, and generous, yet at all times practic­
ing economy which exemplified his sucC'ess as a business man. The state 
has lost one of its best and leading citizens. 

Thm·e[o1·e, Be It Resolved, That in the death of Thomas Parsons the 
state has lost a valuable and honored citizen whose faithful and unselfish 
duty in business and private life is worthy of commendation and recogni­
tion. And the House of Representatives takes this opportunity to express 
its appreciation of his high character and public services to the state of 
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Iowa, and to extend to his family sincere sympathy in their sorrow and bereavement. 

Be It Furth:r Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the Journal of this House, and that enrolled copies thereof be 
transmitted to the members of his family. 

MARION R. McCAULLEY, 
REYBURN L. RUTLEDGE, 
J. A. KING, 

Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. Committee. 

·. . '• 

HON. JOHN FHEDERICK POTTER 

. MR. S.f'EAKER: Your C'Ommittee appointed t~ pr~pare suitable resolu­
tions c'omnie!norating the life ·and · service of the Honorable .John Fred­
eric·k Potter, late of Cherokee county, beg leave to S!lbmit the . following 
memorial: .,··:·... . . .. ·:. . . ,,A ' . . . ·,., · :; , ·,_' ,. . . : 

·.· John F~~derick Potter .w'as born february 27, 1834, in Bridg~>~ater,' 
W indsol;' cbunty, Vermont, a son of.J 0hn Potter, who s'e'rved in . the War 

.of 1812>k'nd Polly Wheeler, Doth of Scotch anaestry. When nin~fyeais old 
he movE)<l i:with his parents .to Rutland county, Vermont; where he lived 
until h~ 'ea~e to Clayton county, Iowa, in 1856. · · . . ' i~.f> · . · · . 
'. Mr. : Potter followed ' Rufus . Richai:dson to Iowa and . assist~d him in 
developin'g his ·farm, which :\vas locat,ed southwest of McGreg~'r, and in . 
1860 he 'purchased land nearby and in: 1862, November 27, married Mary 
A. Bailey, .>vho .had c-ome with her parents from Connecticut in 1859 and 

, .. . 

Jived on a neighboring farm. · •.· · 

In 1868, Mr. Potter looked o~er a l~rge part of northwestern Iowa, and 
decided to locate in Cherokee county. Consequently in the spring of 1869 
he sold his Clayton county land and with his wife, his father-in-law and 
several neighboring men he came by covered wagon .and ox team to Silver 
township, Cherokee county, where he purchased Iowa college land and 
established a· home that was known far and wide for its generous hos-pitality. : 

AI~hough they had no children of their own, they were' the friends of 
youth everywhere and were Uncle John and Aunt Mary to an ever­
widening group, and many were the piC'l1ics and gala times enjoyed in the 
Potter grove and orchard, all planted with ·their own hands. 

Mr. Potter's political opinions were expJ.>essed by the Democratic party, 
voting for Buchanan in 1856. He served as Representative from Chero-· 
kee county in the Twenty-third General Assembly. 

In 1900 Mr. and Mrs. Potter retired from the farm and moved to Chero­
kee where he continued to enjoy life and visiting with his many friends 
until his death, which occurred April 15, 1927, at the advanCI:!d age of 
93. Funeral services were conducted by the Masons, of which fraternity he was an arqent member. ' 

Ther·efore, Be It Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the 
state of Iowa take this occasion to express its appreciation of the char­
acter and services of this valuable citizen, and 
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:t: 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: Thomas Parsons 

Home in 1900: Reading, Calhoun, Iowa 

Age: 45 

Birth Date: Feb 1855 

Birthplace: England 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Immigration Year: 1867 

Relationship to Head 

Head of House: 

Father's England 

Birthplace: 

Mother's England 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Mazy H Parsons 

Marriage Year: 1879 

Marital Status: Married 

Years Married: 21 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Household Name Age 
Members: Thomas Parsons 45 

Mary H Parsons 43 

John L Parsons 17 

Flora E Parsons 15 

Bertha M Parsons 6 

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Reading, Calhoun, Iowa; Roll: T623_421; Page: BIJ; 
Enumeration District: 31. 

AncE"stry.com. I900 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo. 
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States, 1900. Washington. D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration. 1900. T623, 1854 
rolls. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States Feder<~] Census. the 
Twelfth Ct>nsus of tht' United Ste1tes. Census takers recorded many details inducling each person's 
name. address, relationship to the head of household, color or race. sex, month andyear of birth, 
age at last birthday, mflrital status. number of years married. the total number of children born of 
tht' mother. the number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother. if the 
individual was foreign born, thf' yeLJr of immigration and the number of years in thL~ United States, 
the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age t\\·enty-one, OCCUI)fltion, and more. 
Additionally, the names of those listed on thr population schedule are linked to actual images of 
the 1900 Federal Census. U'l!I:!l.!lJOfJ\~, 
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Same-Day Delivery 
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Thomas Parsons 

Memorial Photos Flowers 

Birth: 
Death: 

Feb . 18, 1855 • , d 
Apr. 1~ 1 /.u 

Burial: 
Reading Cemetery 
Farnhamville 
Calhoun County 
Iowa, USA 

Created by: Burt 
Record added : Dec 25, 2007 
Find A Grave Memorial # 23556734 

Photos may be scaled. 
Click on image for full size. 
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