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Standard Form For Members of the LeQlSlature 

1 . Birthday and p l ace~/.;e..Z-'cfj~~Ar<..~-/t:.c~W!!!'/;'J-/ ___ _...~~~~""'A•""'uei/!IJ:.../'' s:s-.:/-ww~i!6!::...__ 
2. Marriaqe (s) date place 

~ tltJ~.I 7 ~ /$~9 
3. sfqnificant events for example: 

A. Business~~~up~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~H~~~~~ 

~· r.J..dJ&w.;tf:v.,;; ..,J~.,.. ~~· / 
B. ~,ivic responsibilities ~tJ»xWM.Uj~fAv~~~ 

~~ti..M.·~~ . . . . 
c. Prof ... ion ~, "}fkw,.j .... ~1, ~ ~· 

JuAl .!4~ 4..... 

6. Public Offices 
A. Local ______________________________________ __ 

. C. National _______________________________________ __ 

8. 

df~ L~.ti..Jn,v .• Z 119/ ~-:v ~wt1Da.l 
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lO.Educati 

12. Other applicable informati 

-

·--------· 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

. . 

sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained 
/) 
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Call 5-6012 
For Evening 

. ·{ ' . . ' . .. . 

_Appointme~nt 

~ J 

.- ... ---

... 

on. Bed. Suite 
:' ', '.· 

t;O·.• 

DEATH CLAIMS 
' 

J. B. WEAVER, 
" CIVIC lEADER 

···--·~; ~~-~-----

. Heart Attack Fatal 
. to~-A ttorriey~. 

. ~ . . . 

James B. Weaver, 78-year-: 
· old D¢s Mo.ines .attorney and 
a ·pioneer in .many civic. a.c­
tivities, died at his:home, 331 
Twenty--eighth st., at 10:15 

: P· m. sa.turday~ . · 
.. 

removed from the 
ra.nks of ch;ic figures a ma.n whose 
interests spread ovel'lt vast ffeld 
of· endeavor--from judiCfal mat;. 

.. ~- ter~. roads, schoolS:;~ rriQtor vehicles, 
child labor. and statewide .housing 
to 'some of his most important · 
work in Des Moines-planning and. 
zoning. · .· ' · 
· Mr. Weaver had· beef1J.!1 appar­
ent good health and had. been at 

.···his· law office.~thost of the day 
Saturday. He was . Rtricken while · 

· · preparing to retire for th.e .night. 

~He. m his h()_me 
daughter . and son .. fn-law' 
Mrs~ Albert J. Robertson. 
daughter, Per.sis, is. a widely 

i kriown artist and Mr. Robertson 
· · lis a vice. president of the· Iowa­

Des Moines National .. Bank & . . . . 

Trust. Co. < · ... 
.. A .Republican . member Of .the 

·· . ~ta~&· .• ·legislature i'ron1 1~n 7 · to 
1923, Mr. 'Weaver _also was· coun­

. ser' for electric and power inter­
ests in Des Moines 15 years. 

~ ~ _ ... '"-~ _\ .. : . ....,._, __ :_;,.~-

* * * * * 
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3t n .Bed.Suite 
j • • ~ •• 

ss.9 
.. ·---· -- .. -- ----- ------,..-.~.- ... .... ,.,... .. ~~ .. --:··· -... -... ..,..,,.. .. ---- . ._ ., . ..,. 

ed' Sheraton Style,· simpii .. 
center (guides on all draw­
l· 'Vifrt_ity!. · · Deliv·e:red ·Free . 

. · .·l ; .. · 
. I . 

\ 

.. 
daughter, PerJ~1&, is a . wld•Hy 

l known artist and Mr .. Robertson 
Its a vice president ot the Iowa­
Des Moines National Bank It 
Trust Co. : , 

.. A' Repub~lcan. mern~r .ot. the 
.. iita~e, 'legislature from 1917 to 
·. 1923, Mr. Weaver .also was coun­
, set' tor electric and power lnter­
e'sts in De! Moines 15 years. 

Red Cro88 · Director. 

·-~·-···-·-····. ,,:. :.,.tl:~~·:. wi.tl. ··state z~tr~cfutc.. ot · 
,. Amerlqan "Re:d · .. • Cro8&;.'_'wheri . 

. f 

;. U~.ited States. entered ~he ... 
..:: ··-wat.i:~wa$·":·1&~:;;formet._,~·, rA.IilUl .. l.\r--•V.Ir-f--~ 

., "· , ' . , / I . ' ' . 

:·the .. Chamber. of Commerce; and 
·· ::·received · the·:h:>es :Moines Tribune. 
''community -servi~e ·award .in l925 .. 

For more t·hah 20 ·years he was 
.a member of' the .city ,p,ian and 

' ' z'onin'g :corrimission' and wall! .-chair­
-. n}a:,n \Of that group'. ~ . 1929 and 
. 1930~ · ···It· was during · his.·· chair~ 
man$hip tnat he dr8.fted ·and pre­
·sented· ·to· the planning commis-

• sioh a resolution and . plat p'l"o­
.posirig Keosauqua: ~ay. · 

· i ·. · · Fine Arts Actlvltle5 .. 

He bact· been chairman ·.·of the 

This iS'tbe . 
. front the elevent 

.. Public welfare. ·bureau b!?Jlrd: and· :s:u· .N' .... s· .·. ·.·.w 
a · trti.stee .. and charter· merrtbhr of _ . . . 

. . · · ·the "·Das ;<Moines· Association ·of . . . ..···" : 
Fine· Arts.i .He was· a tru.stee of . ·. ·· .. · · . -.. ..;.··.;·~-: --.-•. -7·;....,. 

·,.the J~m~s Edmundson estate;. . '. Tem~rature~ 
.... ,<:>,ne .of :Mr= .. w~~yer~s,_'.P.i-!!iclp~t ·;· . Iiit<l:.-seve 

i.nterests. had been .. :,the .growth· of . ·. . , .. 
.. the:..t!ne ,arts,: ~ssociation,' especi,al- .,-::.A, .. \vafiri·, ~n .'in~ 
~y .. d~r~g :; f~c~nt .. ~ears . as. ·the ~,~udeasO: bi' ~~t: ··-~ 

_ ..••... group: s · ~resp()nsibllitit:s :_ · ltave . in- Saturday brought: 
··creased thtotigh its . ct~,pacity as · · · to ·bud• 
the interim .... group ~~~::.·,~e .,;Ed.:. . ·broad 
munc:lson · memorial .. fotmdatr~~~ . · ... · .. , 

.. AR &._\trustee·· ln ·.both: groups,. Te.mperatu;es ·th 
he; ·\vas able:: to apply· both his state moved into 
buslness abiiltlt~!J and apprecl- ., ' .. 

. . : .. ,atlon ~for ·art In fur.therlng .the.· 
·'·:<, development·~-or Det~~,Molnes art. 

,-.----·------::L-.~f)f~H·----·-:·; .:·., ·~n••ft.i crN·nt·o~·.:....~:·:... . . , . . 

~New l94ti · 

··•: .. 
'' I'•' 

··the tenns 
·foundation. .. . . . . 
· · ,. · .. Armament ~·Parl~Y~· :· ' 

' . .. .· .. ', .. . ·.. . .. ·. "' .. ' 

· · . ·:M:r~ .. Weaver:" was :chairman of ,e. 
·' .::. .... .l'' ... ·.' 
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' ( 

-Netv 1940 

.. 
(:}lC' JJIL.\':lllll pl)lVUJI •vi. "-'"·•~' ~~ 

mundson memorial foundation. 

. . . 
brlfb'Unea tiuf nrotu 
putureland. 

Temperaturr.s U 
state o1oved lnlo 

A" n. truHtee In both g-rou,,,, 
he waPI n.bl~ tu RJ»ply both hll'l 
btudncHK ublllth•" and apJlrt>.cl­
atlon for 11rt In furthPrlng th~ 

flev~lopmenf or Dt>K MolneH art Spring l4' 
pr~gram Typicafmfd.sl)J 
He was a. member of the com- 18 forecast 'tor. 

mittee. which approved the . pro- . week tn. Iowa a[ 
. ~osed site in Greenwood park for Mississippl, valle: S construction of the proposed· art weathermen at: 

t -f-t.a -r--~---.. a--.---·--d .... e,.,"r':~i~~· i:~~e~~uf~~ tid~~~,i~;~ -~~~~.~e;a;~ 
foundation. ers; cooler abou_t 

Armament I,arle!• . Wednesday: Wa.J 

n .g.e •• ·~' •. 
... 

,'IIOl'f3 

···~~· 
·. : . :· : 

o~vrnf·. 
OtA~s~s · 

AT · 

GINSBERG$ 
A WEEK·· ... : 

··,,, 

Mr .. Weaver was ·chairman of a day and Friday, 
resolutions committee at a state- the end, with m· 
wide 9~lf.>~atc conference. on limi-
tation of armament in 1921 and with Sioux City 
drafted the' reso1uti6ns adopted by high, 78 ~greea. 
· th·e · Des Moines .conference. · 

He·· was a familiar- figure at. 
civic gathetin·gs and introduced 

t Woodrow .\Vilson 
n. · Wilson appeared a.t the 

· Coliseum during his .la.st nation­
wide Rpeaking tour.· ~r. Weaver 

Weaver.;...;.J. 
Continue.~.on Page Bix. 

*··*· * * *· * -* * 

. ~~-~·~~::-··-·"·- ... ' 
, .. '·-~ :. 

~ / ·. .. -

Continued clear 
day and further rb 
tures were expe 

outing!!. 

Other .high readi 
, Council Bluffs, -· 

74; Newton, 73; C 
Lake, Dubuque an· 
Davenpo.rt, CominJ 
and Des Moines, 71 
and Mount Ayr, 11 

lT:Y· Fl 
ARE.bNE 

·More.··.· .tha11 . · 40C 
.:wnt .. ;be :on 

the city greenb 
I ........ · .• ,. ·. and 'at__:l:S3: 

~--·· ,:·--- ·"-·-.-· 
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II 1~ hoping to be 
tV . a cream sta-.. . ; '' ~ ~-··- . ' '"-''\ ' . 

MUmtilt'H' but ('flntannea Jh tw~no01. 

J 8 WEAVER . ~~~~~t. b~~~n;,1 ~:1: M~~~JJ; ~n':e! :~~~:~e:~d~ 
I I · .. . 9 brother, A. C. Wf"!aver, Des Moines. Iowa, and 

~ .. are~u:v•~~r::•A~~~' AT. T·o···RNE··' <y ·DIES·!· .~~ . _, *· .* . * .~. . ~~-atrhd_e" ~eJ! n~~·~t a. .block fro'lri I)V ., 

:nl\ lelps ""ith the · 1\fr, \VPih'Pr ~~JpedaJb..f'd in r..or- 1 1 · ·191~. 
morning ·be(.ore she , 9 1 poratlon, han king and rl'al t>."tate 8 nee Pr~ 

ff to i-lchool. UsuaJly . -----~-~~--. ·· Jaw •. He waR coun~el for the Litch-
teir e\'enings by"the' Served." Three· Terms field land ··intere~ts tn Iowa more He wall! 

;aid that she and1 
go tO dances1 

than .40 years. This land iR still Pr~;;s and 
·in Legislature. · known as the river land and was and again 

ncquired by the Litchfield! years the famou 
ago by government grant when authors, n 
lhe Des Moines river wM a navi· iats held h 
gable ~tre11m. Mr. \Vea Weaver-

Mr. Weaver was a member of the dent of th 
is week .. Norma's a. Polk Couuty and American Bar nity Drar. 

hasn't decided yet \va~ a~ speaker at de~icatiohs .of associations, and \Vas for years a Theater 01 
1 return to school in DoUivcr. memoriaJ strite park near' delegate to· the conference on uni- had· served 

the bride· and·· bride­
see much b! each 

a· seriior and will be · ContinuedJrorn Page 1. 

finish high. school. . · . . . . . form state la\vs. . . club, Unlvf 
Fo.rt Dodge, I a.: the. Iowa Memo- . · · · · Country d 

I · 1 · • · · st· t ·. u .. · · · it ·f · .. In 1916, as· a_ Rep_ubllcan can-
rw · umon, a e . mvers y IJ ·'··did t · ·h· · · 

t have any Classes 1 I I .. c·_·t . 1 .. · .· .. .A h ·th··. · ··· •. _~.· .. · ..... a e, e _was elected state rep-. owa. owa. .. 1 y, · a;; .· s wor . · :. ·. . · . .· . ... .... . . . 
l sai·d ·Norm· a· ""'e . 1. _· . ·.ta· bl t . · · . . f. th·. ··· res __ .entati_'e from _Polk county in ·- Mr. Wea 
• . • . • w par t; a e .. 1n · memory o . e ··· . · · · · · 
t t __ ogether in ass em- 1 t ·H· · Mr. · c· -t..:r 11. . ~ 'th ·f' t the thirty-seventh general as- tributor to . . . a e en._.,... . vvaace, . e trs .. bl . d · _,. · 1 in 1 
also said the. other paved . highway .. across . 1 0 w a . sem y, ... an · was . re-aected. to z nes, c c 
.r _llttle attention t<? (Highway. 34); and ~J'nbuse school· th~ thirty-eighth~ and thirty-. Review of 
:mt~l .status. . .. : . for handicapped children. · ninth assemblles~ 'eaCh time re-- He also 
:rer \lS -just the same · . . .. . ..... ·. ceh1ng the hlgbest vote of-:any eluding '"'J 

SL : · . · · A Tribute~. . candlclate · on the ticket. · ' Engineer," 

the daughter of. Mr. . In August.l936, Mr. Weaverun- He was an. ()~t8tanding leader Qock Tov 
·rn ~aker. . She \Vas derw.ent a major operati(\11 but had itt' the good roads law legislative and ·~Chris 
h.er sophomore. class been active since hi.s recovery. · c=ontest · throughout the 1917 ses- He wrot 

'Sldent of. ber fresh~ .· A tribute to his work 1n plar1 'I sion. being commander on ·t1le floor of Dr. Ed~ 
~he wasn t at school_ ning' n nd zoning ·wa;;~ ·given in be~ . o( ~xactly O!l·e-half of ·the . house nell, Ia., 
·\ had the· cla:-;s ele.c- ~vro:nf's in Api·il .. 1937, . by Pr0 f., membership, kn<;nvn as the· ... 54th voj..ume. "A 
1 ' · · 1 Philip H. Elwood, of . Io\va State 1 Iowa." · . b:Y lo\va Al 

s on .Team~, . . college, .A me~. Ia. ·Mr. WeaVer, ,,.Thi~ faCtlon of the house Jed ior publ!ca 
on the . baseb~ll and alter hearing the~ pra.ise· .. offer·ed by 1\-lr~ \VeaveF defe_ated the at.: Iowa p~o~ 
earn!~!: , Norma- intli- na~es of other Dc:o; MoineR per~orts tB.t-k on the !'tate hig-hway com- them JamE 
~ht have· gone .out for v.•ho· should receive .Mme · of the mlsslon and the t"Jffort to abolish Ia. poe .. t •. at 
:cept ·that he'r mothet credit for the city's ad\·ances in ·.tt and !'ubstltut.e &. date ellgl- county pic 

the tini!Orms. ·'the planning: · .neer _named· by· the governor. . Mr. \V:ea 
GaYe: Ro6ks to Drake. Mr. . Westver offered and ob-- great rea~• 

1nd Norma b~long. to 'rn 1fl3$; hP i~vf' a collection of tained pa!!sage· ot the concurrent' ~n ~xtensl' 
Brethren church and 2•000 hobl<s to the Cowl~s librstry ~·eRolution. approving the propo8ed c:leba~ e:t 
::u-Jy. . . -Hl-_· t...:D.l:aka...unt:_ .· . m-s.ib~ · .. ·. · .. · 1mprovement of the Great La_ kes ·c bl ". e~ · 
te a. sing·er," N Qrina i \ At . the affie. of' ht' ~ ·d. "'a th .. ··u·r a-n-d_ -st:"':.'ta.Wtence w a:terwRy;-an· b a_. e. \VUJ 
--~-..:.-·_....: · . . · . ~ ·· · ." · ·. . ·. s • .4"1 • d · · . · . · ert Hubb 

. . · :vf'aver_. w~tlt a: n 1 "'m·b..,..,__..,L~h _._!:.l!.fteQ_!\_ll<.i· obtalp_ed .. nassag_ e as a_ H ... ·. ,,._ 
. . . . " '· • '·' l " · • . · -L_____ . . enry .i.Yl. -

ln ,the. lllchoot play ·jpll'ln And zoning commi 8sion: the comm1ttee bpl of an appropr1ition_ F .· •. 
~'ln~-~wh.ile the pin;\' .I rr~'iriP ;club, which h'e·'had ~etved· of $5.000 a ~;~r forl921-and 1922 ''\\'~~·~ Y~~~ 
· ar ,..~orma. help~d In~ pr~>stdent; Rnd the. Pioneer and to coyer IO\'\IR 3 sl)are of expense 
1!! -. A·t at home e\'e- :on~ Moines t'i'i.lb~. · · · in cd-operating with 15 · Missi~- ---, * * .* · • · ~ippi valley statt'~ in favor of St. J. p. S 
----- ·Mr: ,,·~n,;~r wa~ ·born at Bloom·~ Lawrence waterway. . 

V·E· s· 'T. ·A·· .. L. (j(')d . In H_ (>' att_"'n...l ct ' . Mr. \VeD:ver': led ln supporL of 'RITE · · · · ' · · · · " ue t ommon th' · o· ldi · b 1 .. 1 t · 
·· · · · ·. • · . ·• i ~d]ohl and th('. Southern Io~\:aNM- e 8 . e.r onus aw, anu- n ro-

~ M() Nn A VI mal nno Scirr1ti!ic tnst!tttte" at c~uced. and .. obtained enac.;)p'l.~!lt of ·Services 
• • 111 n\wnnrll'l tlnn l'lf ~2!'\ 000 AftPr thP "'..-...,_ ...!~ 
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A TrJDUte. Canatclft.te on tile· tl~ket. .c..ngmeer,. "'A .I..IUU.U 01 .n.D.J 

He was. an o~tstanding; leader (Jock Towert ''Oh W~ 
ter. of Mr. In. August, 1936, Mr. Weaver un- · 1 gil 1 and "ChrtstmaJJ 1914.,. 

She \Vas derwent a major operatilltl but had hl' the good· roads law e ·8 at ve He· wrote a biograpblcai 
· 1 · · · · 1 hi . · · .contest throughout the 1917 ses· of. 0 ... · E·-d··wa·rd. A·.· st·e·· ·fner., nore c ass been n.ctive s nee s recovery. . . ~ _ 

t . · r· . .,1 t h' I . I · sion, bcln. g· commander on t'he f.Joor ·ne. ·11, Ja·.·, .•ln·ce· embr· ..... · .. ,. e·d 1er r·c., 1- A tribute o . ts wor' m p nn~ "' ...... 
at school ning and zoning wn:~ given in De.;; o( f'ixactly one-hal! o!. the· house volume. "A Book of Iowa~ 
1,, ~Jec· · · · · \. ·1 1o'J~ I P f membership,· .. known as the. ·_"Mth by· ·_.Iowa. 'A·u· th .. o.r.•,'' a·nd had ,. if \t: ·. •.· .\{OdWS _lll .t pn ,·. ••.v! •. 1Y .. 1'0 · .. 

Philip H. :F~Iwood, of· Io\vn .Sta.te iowa." · • · · · . ·.for ·publication various ske 
I . • · 1 · M · \\' ·..,v.·"r :;Thl" .faetl.on or the hou!lle l~d Iowa p· ioneer .. · ch· aracter•, o;, CO. ICg'C, _.t, lnes,· R. l'. . Cn .'. , . . ., 

:~t."bn.ll and alter hearing the~ prn.ise·, offered bY l\.lr. Weaverde.feated the a~.: them James Timnion8, the 
, . i r . names of other Des ~Joines persons i~rk on ·the 111tate highway cor!'-· Ja. poet, and MartiJl'.Btirk' 
una t n~l- \\•ho should rec_eive_·. som·~. o! the miMslon and the flffort t.o aboll8h county pioneer stagf7 dri, 
>ne OU thorcr . .,.dt't. fo. r. ·the. citu's ·a. d\_'ances fn it and t'Ubstltttt.e a .fllt•te engl• . . .... aJ. ~<. . 1er mo er · ~ · · . " ·.· . . · . .. · . · ·. ·· ·. . Mr~ Weaver ·had ·ways 
drms .. 'th~ planning~ .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. neer .. na~ed·.hy· the governor •... '. great reader i{nd student,. 
· ) · Ga\'e Rook" to ··nrake. ;Mr. We~tver o!fered. :·~nd ob· an. extensive· library. At 11 

tained pa.ssage,. of. the .. concurrent he had entertained many 
resolution. ~pproving the proposed celebrities, inCJudilig Gee 

belong tn . Jn 1!138 hP gRW a collE>ction of 
tlurch and 2,000 boob to the Cowles library improvement .of the· Great La}(es Cable . w 1 · 

hoot play. 
th~ pta~; 

ria heljl~d 

c \Vho died at the· home 
.,..---'--'___,~·4· ·..j...l.?- ~-t:e:·-: · . . . _ 111.lihter.. . Mri.--:A-ndrew-

:In 188l.hc entered the 'lawschool * * '* 3826. Thirty-sixth st:, Fri 
a t the State Univc .. I.'sity• Of Iov.r.a, Mr S'"anson ·born ·in 
a. nd w.as.•gr_aduat_ed i_n June, 1. 882, ... During hls .career lUr. Weaver .h: d ·1 .. --~d ·, .i- .. ·c' .1 t+~ ··I 

. . . . .1 h. t . t' .. t. t a lVe . n a cu ....., 
with ~Cbachelor of laws degree-.~- ~ave:; his ·time .. w t ou } m .·· o; Atri a· in-c-Germany· ·and 

· · · · · ·· · public-::-setvice. -· · ·-:--- - . . .year~ ' 1r1 ·· south Amer; 
metery. · I .. racticed· La\~·. H · h 1· of a·· comm1t•' · . . ... ·. . · 

. . , .. . .. ~. . , .. . -r-,~.:-:-· . . . . ·. e was c arman .. :, . . . spoke seven languages, 
Vestal, . a,· .The follo"':'mg m?nth he -entere~~te: ~~2?ed by.,,,alumni _of the State ... ,.~The-daughter-and-a~S1 

lt __ here_23 the~Ja,y·-offlce·of ·c;--H:···Ga't~n. Vnt~ers1ty · o~)o\va .to oppose co· c. A. Johnson, ·alsO Uvin~ 
~ s,· ·died Pe.s ·Moines,· and. was la~er a ·msm:- ordil'lation proposals. of~ the s.ta~e Moines, ,ahd two ·sisters in 

lay :·at ~is ber of the law fll'ms o,f ·Gatch a~d toard. ·or education. ma?e . to the survive .. Burial ·will be . 
6.9l~_§ • ..c'_E. Weaver; Gatch1 ·Connor and· Wea- thirty-fifth gene~al-,assembly._ ·· · dale cemetery. ___ , __ . _ 
r t e enth vcr; and Connbr ·and Weaver. He was. chairman of the execu- . . 

c·~~~~~ff~: al~~c~n ~~~4 M~~~~=;ad .· practip~d ~~~e:0~~i~~~e~l0~o~~=re~;;~r~~~ BEER· TAVE.R~ 
)m_·. a;heatt . . ..,.. __ .... •1 . · ·, .. · ·j.. . ; here'_ i_n._1 __ 9 21.· w_h_ i_ch •_s atte_·ncied · .A··.·RR .. E·s· ·.rr_··.·_ .. _··•··.·_·.·M· . · ··. · · · . ."1\Jr!{ vor8 · . • ·· · · · · . · · · · . . · · · .L,,· , .. 
,t a· year.··.· 7·. ·. . . •· ... · ,' • ... · · . ..•. by delegate! :from. 18 !tatM... . · · .> •• •• , < •:'>>· 

·w-rre-:" a ncr ~e-wa~ rt\lffft~tl'tri-tS89·-to-'Mt14!!- :-:----,....,-,-;-·~--·---~-----:·-..---.-. --. ..., ~--'-sast(f-~~~ •···· ... _.( 
. . . . .· .·.· .... ""'. ··t. ·. . .. \\elfare rChalrman.. · ,. -·- .. · ···th'··. ·.t·· ....... ~··· 

t . children Fay~ .. At;.k.i.n~;+~r--n "-G.-R-·A t-,- ·-· .-. ·-'-:.~,.., .' .: ·· ............ ·;. . . .. · .. · . .· . TWenty-seven, .·. s :; . . wuo,;'. 
Hoiner. of kins; · Mt~. Weaver .. ~tit"d .in ,·1919:· . In NovembE>.r,! 1~23. bE' \\·a~· ap" was the· p'roprietor, 
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failure to properly judge the needs of his time. 
And again, it may mean that merely he was 
som~what ahead of his time, a skirmisher 'who 
drove the pickets in'." 

General Weaver was in Congress for the term 
1879-81; but in 1880 was nominated as the Green­
back candidate for President. Later, in 1884, he 
was again elected to Congress, serving two con­
secutive terms, until 1889. In 1892 he was chosen 
as the first leader of the People's party on the 
national ticket, and received twenty-two electoral 
votes. The great work of his life was not in 
winning offices, but in defining and interpreting 
policies which the states and the nation were 
busy for many years in enacting into a program 
of law or accepted practice. General Weaver did 
not originate all the distinctive planks in the 
Greenback platform of 1880, but no one pre­
sented them so clearly and stressed their import­
ance with more magnetic power than this dis­
-tinguished Iowan. Bryan by his eloquence gave 
a still larger projection to these ideas, and both 
Roosevelt and Wilson took no little pride in see­
ing some of these ideas incorporated into law 
during their administrations. A modern genera­
tion may estimate General Weaver's political 
pioneering more clearly by noting some of the 
{lrinciples and practices now commonplace in our 
legal and political theory, which were eunciated 
by this "first great progressive" fully half a 
century ago. He demanded. that the Government 
should concern itself with the proper regulation 
of business and industry, with the welfare of the 
people, with the promotion of agriculture and 
labor and education; he asked for a graduated 
income tax; the establishment of postal savings 
banks; the initiative and referendum; election of 
United States senators by direct vote of the peo­
ple; an eight hour labor law; Federal standards 
in industry, including factories, mines and work­
shops; child labor legislation; the "creation of a 
Federal Labor Bureau and Department of Agri­
culture; regulation of inter-state commerce by 
Congress; demanded that the national resources 
should be respected_ as a heritage of the entire 
people and not monopolized by trusts; favored 
the submission of the liquor question and woman 
suffrage to a vote of all the people; demanded 
the Australian- ballot law. To quote one of his 
biographers: "While Weaver's greatest work 
and his greatest victory related to the money 
question, his program included the whole range 
of economic questions of his day. But two of his 
major problems (government ownership of rail­
roads and the free coinage of silver) have failed 
to become law ..... 

"There have been three groups of amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States ..... 
The first group of amendments was fathered by 
Jefferson and his followers. They are known as 
~he. 'bill of rights' and relate to the rights of 
ID:d~viduals. The second group arose out of the 
Civil war and was sponsored by Lincoln. The 
most important abolished slavery and clothed the 
negro with citizenship. 

"The third and last group of amendments to 
the Constitution, initiated by General Weaver, 
abolished the legal traffic in intoxicating liquor, 
provided, under an income tax, that wealth should 
bear its share of public expenses; enlarged the 
power of the people by enfranchising women, and 
providing that United States senators should 
be elected by popular vote. 

"Such is General James B. Weaver's place in 
history." 

General Weaver died in Des Moines, Febru­
ary 6, 1912. In 1919 a fine biography of his life 
and services was published by the State Histori­
cal Society, which was prepared by Fred Emory 
Haynes. 

JAMES BELI,AMY WEAVER, a son of Gen. James 
Baird Weaver and Clara (Vinson) Weaver, was 
born at Bloomfield, Iowa, August 19, 1861. He 
was educated in common schools, attended the 
Southern Iowa Normal and Scientific Institute at 
Bloomfield, had two years of experience clerk­
ing in a store, and in September, 1881, entered 
the State University Law School, where he was 
graduated LL. B. in June, 1882. He then entered 
the law office of C. H. Gatch at Des Moines, and 
during the next twenty years practiced as a 
member of the law firms of Gatch & Weaver, 
Gatch, Connor & Weaver and Connor & Weaver, 
but since 1904 has practiced alone in Des Moines. 
He has specialized in the law of corporations, 
banking and real estate, and for over forty years 
has been counsel for the Litchfield land interests 
in Iowa. For fifteen years he was counsel for 
the electric light and power interests in Des 
Moines. He is a member of the Polk County and 
American Bar Associations and for years was a 
delegate to the Conference on Uniform State 
Laws. 

Mr. Weaver married, in 1889, Fay Atkins, 
daughter of C. B. and Mary S. Atkins. They 
have two children: Eastman A., an industrial 
research engineer at Boston; and Persis W., wife 
of Albert J. Robertson, vice president of the 
Iowa-Des Moines National Bank & Trust Com­
pany. 

As the son of one of Iowa's most distinguished 
characters, the public has expected much of Mr. 
Weaver, and his service record has been no dis­
appointment. He was elected as a Republican 
in 1915 as state representative in the Thirty­
seventh General Assembly from Polk County and 
was reelected to the Thirty-eighth and Thirty­
ninth Assemblies, in each case receiving the 
highest vote of any candidate on the ticket. In 
the Thirty-seventh General Assembly, 1917-19, 
he was a member of the committees on federal 
relations, insurance, judiciary, motor vehicles, 
roads and highways, schools, ways and means. 
Among the bills introduced by him and enacted 
into law were the Community Centre Law, the 
Budget Tax Law, a bill giving municipal court 
powers in ejectment cases, another giving 
municipal court power to perform marriage cere­
monies, one providing general regulation proce-
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dure in municipal court, creating the office of 
state apiarist, legalizing original notices, appro­
priation to pay water company bill, appropriating 
$5,000 to investigate the cement trust, a bill re­
lating to powers of consular agents under Work­
men's Compensation Laws, a bill to prohibit 
fraudulent advertising, one to create the state 
board of vocational education, and he was au­
thor of a concurrent resolution for conference of 
county agents at the State College on food pro­
duction at the beginning of the war. Mr. Weaver 
was the outstanding leader in the Good Roads 
Law legislative contest throughout the entire 
session, being commander on the floor of exactly 
one-half of the House membership, known as the 
"54th Iowa," which defeated the attack on the 
state highway commission and the effort to abol­
ish it and substitute a state engineer named by 
the governor. 

In the Thirty-eighth General Assembly his 
committee assignments were municipal corpora­
tion (chairman), appropriations, federal rela­
tions, insurance, judiciary, motor vehicles, roads, 
schools, ways and means. In that General As­
sembly bills introduced by him and passed in­
cluded one to legalize the Dallas Centre· school 
election, to authorize tax for art, park and mem­
orial buildings, to provide for part-time schools, 
to limit hours children may be employed in la­
bor, an appropriation by the state for vocational 
education, the state-wide housing law, to author­
ize excess tax levy in certain cases, to provide 
funds for vocational education board, appropria­
tion for care and comfort of returning soldiers. 
He introduced the joint resolution which passed 
the House providing for the principle of "excess 
condemnation." He was a member of the sub­
committee .that drew Iowa's Road Law creating 
the primary system and fund, and the secondary 
system, providing for county bonds, etc., and 
had charge of the bill on passage in House. He 
was a member of judiciary committee that made 
the investigation of the Rathbun pardon case and 
drafted the special report, recommending im­
peachment of Gov. W. L. Harding, found on 
pages 1981-88 HoU8e Journal, and led in support 
of resolution for impeachment. 

In the General Assembly of 1921-23 his com­
mittee assignments were: . Ways and means 
(chairman), judiciary, appropriations, schools, 
constitutional conventions, roads, motor vehicles, 
municipal corporations, retrenchment and re­
form. The bills introduced by him and enacted 
included the Blue Sky Law, Direct Inheritance 
Tax Law (with Senator Wickman), registration 
of charitable solicitation, to regulate labels and 
trade marks and to prevent fraudulent use, as 
to fees of secretary of state, as to rate of inter­
est on water works bonds, etc., as to powers of 
cities in re water works, to legalize certain city 
contracts made during the war, as to certificates 
for bond purchases, for commission on uniform 
state laws, as to probation officers in juvenile 
courts, and the state-wide Housing Law. 

He initiated call of conference of House and 
Senate members held March 16, 1920, in Des 
Moines, on code revision, and was appointed by 
conference as chairman of joint code revision 
committee of six from each House to report to 
Thirty-ninth General Assembly plans and proce­
dure for code revision. Drew report and resolu­
tion of said joint committee found on pages 21-24 
of HoU8e Jottrnal. He offered and secured passage· 
of concurrent resolution (JoU1·nal, page 1071) 
approving proposed improvement of Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence waterway. He drafted 
and secured passage as committee bill of an 
appropriation of $5,000 per annum. for 1921 and 
1922 to cover. Iowa's share of expense of cooper­
ating with fifteen Mississippi Valley states in 
favor of St. Lawrence waterway. He offered and 
secured passage of concurrent resolution con­
demning practice known as "Pittsburgh Plus" 
by steel industry, and proposing prosecution by 
Federal Trade Commission. (See Journal, pages 
1404-05). He was a member of sub-committee 
appointed by roads committee to investigate and 
report on cement trust, and drew the sub-com­
mittee's report on that matter. As member of 
retrenchment and reform committee he drew 
statement recorded in committee's minutes ex­
pressing position of committee in favor of extra 
session for code revision. He led on floor in oppo­
sition to the attacks made on the Road Law 
and Highway Commission in the House during 
session. He was a member of sub-committee that 
drew bill for constitutional convention, supported 
the bill on the floor and voted against action of 
House in refusing to provide for such conven­
tion, ordered by the vote of the people at last 
general election. He led in passage of Soldier 
Bonus Law and introduced and secured enact­
ment of appropriation of $25,000 after close of 
World war in aid of Iowa boys stranded in port 
cities and eastern hospitals. 

After his first session in the General Assembly 
Mr. Weaver's service was given a fine tribute by 
Senator A. B. Funk, in an appreciation that was 
published in the Register and reads as follows: 

"The Thirty-seventh· General Assembly has 
done much to make and mar reputation. As the 
smoke of its fierce controversy arises, as serene 
contemplation succeeds nervous tension, it is pos­
sible to exercise fair discrimination as to the 
effect of this unique session upon personal and 
political fortunes. Men apparently headed toward 
the heights of fame have failed in this trying· 
experience to justify previous promise. Men hith~ 
erto comparatively little known to the state at 
large have developed influence and leadership to 
a degree wholly unforeseen. . 

"Prominent in the latter class is James B. 
Weaver, the senior member from Polk. It was 
his first experience in state politics, either. as 
candidate or official. Strong in the elements of 
better manhood, in a life well spent, he had de­
veloped equipment of rare value to the public 
service. He had no arts nor parts to play' to 
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draw the limelight. He employed no subterfuge 
to win his seat in the House. He sought no ad­
vantage through the games of politics or the com­
promise of principles to secure for himself better 
recognition, a better working chance at the or­
ganization. Consequently the peculiar policy of 
the hour barred him from preferment due one 
of his character and capacity for usefulness. He 
neither sulked nor surrendered. He was there to 
serve his county and his state, and the petty for­
tunes of politics only gave him additional en­
thusiasm in his endeavor to justify their confi­
dence. As legislative events culminated his lead­
ership became more and more recognized on the 
basis of sterling merit. More and more his calm 
judgment, his sound discretion, his appealing 
candor, his able and fair interpretation of legis­
lative issues, his irreproachable attitude won the 
confidence of a majority and commanded the 
respect of all. 

"It is now a matter of quite common knowledge 
that Mr. Weaver is easily in the front rank of 
Iowa's best public men. He stands before the 
state as one who scorns the arts of the dema­
gogue, who takes counsel of his patriotism rather 
than his ambition, who dedicates his public ser­
"ice to the good of mankind. Though a man of 

',als his feet are always planted firmly on the 
, .id earth and he can be trusted to support men 
and movements standing for legitimate enter­
prises and actual progress. 

"But for rare native modesty James B. Weaver 
would years ago have been prominent in the 
public life of the state. He is not apt now to be 
eager to try titles to positions of more command­
ing influence with other men, but since he has 
so abundantly justified confidence and so far 
established capacity for public usefulness, the 
senior member from Polk ought to be considered 
as extremely available for the highest honors 
within the gift of his party and state. 

'.'In the experience of Iowa and the nation, in 
the history of mankind, the need of big-brained, 
large-souled men cast in the mold of integrity 
and patriotism ;md tested in the fierce fire of 
trying public service was never more exacting 
than at the present time. The two-spot trimmer 
and the timorous or truculent time-saver may 
well be given a vacation from public service un­
til affairs of the state and the world are in 
smoother waters." 

A number of other public services should be 
noted. He was chairman of the committee named 
by the Alumni of Iowa State University to op­
pose coordination proposals of the state board of 
education made to Thirty-fifth General Assembly, 
and had a debate before a joint session of the 
Assembly with Hon. James H. Trewin, president, 
and Hon. D. D. Murphy, members of the board. 
The proposals were defeated. He was named 
state director of the American Red Cross when 
the United States entered the World war, in 
1917, and organized the state, creating 1365 chap­
t.~rs, more at that time than any other state. He 

.as also chairman on several occasions in the 

annual Red Cross drive in his home city. He was 
elected president of the Des Moines Chamber of 
Commerce in January, 1919, and served for that 
year. He was chairman of the executive com­
mittee of the American Homes National Confer­
ence, held in Des Moines March 8-11, 1927, which 
was attended by delegates from eighteen states. 
He was made chairman of Iowa Child Welfare 
Commission of ten members appointed by Gov­
ernor Kendall in November, 1923, and prepared 
and presented to the Forty-first General As­
sembly an extended report, recommending ten 
bills for enactment dealing with: (a) Creating 
the office of superintendent of child welfare in 
the Board of. Control~ (enacted). (b) Providing 
for County Welfare Boards. (c) Licensing and 
regulating child placing agencies- (enacted). 
(d) Licensing and regulating maternity hospi­
tals-(enacted). (e) Licensing and regulating 
children's boarding homes-(enacted). (f) A 
new law of adoption-(enacted). (g) New juve­
nile court and mother's pension provisions. (h) 
New illegitimacy law-(enacted). (i) Supervi­
sion of feeble-minded. (j) Amendment of mar­
riage law. He had charge of presentation of the 
proposed bills. He spoke widely· over the state 
in their support and before a joint session of 
the General Assembly called for that purpose. 
He was recipient of Des Moines Tribune-News 
Nobel Prize awarded in 1925, for the most dis­
tinguished community service, awarded on ver­
dict of the leading civic clubs of the city. He 
was chairman of resolutions committee at state­
wide delegate conference on limitation of arma­
ment, held in Des Moines October 28, 1921, in 
support of the Disarmament Conference called 
by President Harding, to be held November 11, 
1921, at Washington, and drew the resolutions 
adopted by the conference. 

Mr. Weaver was chosen for the interesting 
honor of introducing President Wilson at the 
great mass meetirtg held at the Coliseum on the 
occasion of the President's last speaking tour. 
It was a very brief but most felicitous speech, 
putting the great audience into the proper atti­
tude to receive the message from the President. 
The two concluding paragraphs of his introduc­
tion were: 

"T.he question the President will discuss is 
whether out of this night of the world's life 
shall come the dawn of a new era-an era in 
which by concerted action through the League 
the resources of the nations shall be devoted 
not to war but to the crying social needs of the 
world. For this humanity calls in agony-calls 
most of all to the great nation whose isolation 
has vanished forever before the logic of a 
changed world. 

"This is the great cause your chief executive 
comes to present. He comes to the heart of the 
Middle West tonight as your President and mine. 
He has carried uncomplainingly the greatest 
load of responsibility, save one, ever thrust upon 
the shoulders of an American. - He comes to coun­
sel with you upon issues vital to the preserva-
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tion of civilization. You listen to him in the most 
fateful hour in all the ages!' 

Mr. Weaver has served as president and vice 
president of the Alumni Association of Iowa 
State University. He has been a member of 
the board of trustees of the Des Moines Public 
Library for over twenty years, and has served 
as president of the board since 1926. He was 
president of the Iowa Press and Authors Club 
in 1914 and again in 1929. In the former year 
he was active in promoting the famous Home­
Coming of Iowa Authors, Illustrators and Journ­
alists, held in Des Moines in October, 1914. He 
has served for over twenty years as a member 
of the City Plan Commission and was chairman 
of the City Plan and Zoning Commission in 1929 
and 1930. As such he had charge of the arrange­
ment in one volume for presentation to the 
council of the Comprehensive City Plan for Des 
Moines, as adopted by the commission and later 
by the council. He attended the international 
conference on city planning held at Hotel Penn­
sylvania, New York, and on invitation presented 
on that occasion an address entitled "The City 
Plan and Civic Consciousness," which was printed 
in the magazine American City (N. Y.) in Oc­
tober following the meeting. He contributed to 
the July, 1930, number of City Planning, the 
organ of the nationa,l movement, an article on 
Des Moines comprehensive plan. In 1916 he 
drafted and presented to the town planning com­
mission a resolution and plat proposing the open­
ing of the magnificent boulevard now known as 
Keosauqua Way. It was adopted by the commis­
sion and the council, and has become an accom­
plished fact. Many suggestions had been made 
before that date that such a road be opened, but 
the resolution was the first concrete step to make 
it an actuality. He has served as chairman of 
the public welfare bureau board and as chairman 
of one of the annual drives, and was always a 
liberal contributor to the fund. He is a charter 
member of the Fine Arts Association of Des 
Moines and a trustee since its organization. He 
was first president of the Little Theatre of Des 
Moines, and has served as president of the Prairie 
Club, University Club and Golf and Country 
Club. 

He has officiated as speaker on many notable 
public occasions, among which may be named the 
following: Dedication Iowa Memorial Union, 
Iowa City; presentation of portrait of William 
0. Finkbine to the State University; dedication 
of Ashworth Park (author of text on the Ash­
worth Memorial Tablet); dedication of tablet at 
State College at Ames in memory of the late 
H. C. Wallace; dedication at Creston of first 
paved highway (No. 34) across the state; laying 
of cornerstone of D. W. Smouse Opportunity 
School (Des Moines); presentation of resolutions 
in memory of Hon. Albert B. Cummins before 
Republican state convention and the General As­
sembly. 

He has been a frequent contributor to news­
papers, magazines (World's Work and Review of 

Reviews). Has written some verse (The Foot­
prints of the Engineer, A Load of Hay, The Clock 
Tower, Oh Wise Men, Christmas 1914). He wrote 
a biographical sketch of Doctor Steiner, since 
embraced in the volume A Book of Iowa Authors, 
published as a school text book in 1930. He has 
written for publication various sketches of Iowa 
pioneer characters, among them James Timmons, 
the Lehigh poet, and Martin Burke (Boone 
County) pioneer stage driver. 

·He has always been a reader and student, has 
an extensive library, and his home, at 331 Twen­
ty-eighth Street, has entertained many visiting 
celebrities, including George W. Gable, William 
Dean Howells, Elbert Hubbard, Joseph Jeffer­
son, the famous actor, Henry M. Stanley, and 
others. He has for years been registered in Who's 
Who in America. In 1925, and again in 1928,. 
he traveled extensively in Europe. 

WILLIAM D. BALDWIN, clerk of the District 
Court of Polk County, is a man widely and favor­
ably known in this and other counties, and a 
citizen of the highest standing at Des Moines. It 
is safe to say that there is no movement of any 
moment that comes before the people of his city 
that does not receive careful consideration from 
Mr. Baldwin, and if he is convinced that it will 
benefit 'the majority he will support it heartily 
and effectively. 

The birth of Mr. Baldwin occurred in Stark 
County, Illinois, November 2, 1868, and he is a 
son of Edward and Elizabeth (Curfman) Bald­
win, he born in New Jersey and she in Ohio. 
About 1848 he came to Illinois with his parents; 
and the Curfman family came to Stark County 
in an early day. It was in Stark County that 
the parents of William D. Baldwin met and were 
married, and there they remained until 1882. In 
that year father and son, each driving a "prairie 
schooner," crossed the prairies to Warren County, 
Iowa. Of the three children born to the parents 
William D. Baldwin is the only survivor, and he 
was the only one living when the family came 
to Iowa. While Iowa had long passed the pioneer 
period, conditions were somewhat primitive when 
the Baldwins arrived, and they endured some 
hardships before they were finally established. 
After coming to Warren County the family 
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the 
parents were very active in it during a period 
when the membership was small, the income lim-. 
ited, and conditions not of the best. People in'. 
those days took their-religion very seriously, and 
were willing to work and sacrifice in the cause. 
The parents had been equally zealous in behalf . 
of the United Brethren Church in Illinois, but 
when they found none of their faith in their 
new home they cast their lot with another denom­
ination. The father was a Republican, and as he 
was a well-read man he became a leader in the 
local party, as well as along other lines. He was 
a son of Andrew Baldwin, of New Jersey, who, 
after living for a time in Illinois, went to Kansas, 
where he died. By trade Andrew Baldwin Was 
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JAMES B.WEA VER JR. 

James was born in Bloomfield, Davis County, Iowa on August 19, 1861, the son of 
General James B. Weaver. After his schooling, James went to work as a clerk in a store 
for two years, then entered the law school at the State University in 1881, graduating in 
1882. He then went into practice with Colonel C. H. Gatch, under the name of Gatch & 
Weaver, until September of 1885, when Judge William Connor joined them as a third 
partner. When Gatch retired, the firm became known as Connor & Weaver until Judge 
Connor died in 1904, when James practiced alone. 

James married on November 07, 1889 to Fay Atkins, the daughter of C. B. Atkins of 
Des Moines. They had three children, Eatman, Persis Fay and one dying in infancy. 
Mr. Weaver became president ofthe Prairie Club and a member of the Golf & Country 

Club, the University Club, serving as vice-president, the American Red Cross Society, in 
which he served on the executive board. James was able to acquire thousands of acres of 
central Iowa farm land. In long-drawn out litigation affecting these lands, known as 
Litchfield interest, he was an active participant for more than twenty years. James was 
tendered by Mayor Hanna to the board of trustees of the Des Moines Public Library. He 
was named by Governor Carroll, the curator of the State Historical Society. He became 
president of the Art Institute of Des Moines. He was known for his love of reading, 
being an accomplished lecturer, speaker and raconteur, he was frequently in demand. 

Blk. 23, Lot 00053 

James B. Weaver Jr., buried 08 February 1912, 78 years 
James Ballamy Weaver, buried 29 May 1940,78 years 
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Waterbury 80 Wessling 

tion representing a valuation iti excess 
of $100,000; has served as business man­
ager and secretary of The Gate City 
Co. since that time; mem. Masons, Elks, 
Keokuk Country Club, Keokuk Club; 
elected dir. of Keokuk Club In 1919. 

WATERBURY, Frank C., mfg. pharma­
ceuticals and chemicals, Des Moines; b. 
Freeport, Ill., April 16, 1866; Unitarian; 
Rep.; ed. Iowa schools; m. Coral P. 
Chaffin, 1892, Winton, Ia.; child., Carl 
C., Chloris P.; pres., Waterbury Chem­
ical Co. of Des Moines, New York City, 
and New Orleans; pres., Waterbury 
Chemical Co., Ltd., of Toronto, Can.; 
pres., Waterbury Inv. Co.; pres., Green­
wood Inv. Co.; pres., Des Moines Ap­
partments Co.; pres., Polk Co. Ins. Co.; 
pres., Grand Inv. Co.; v-pres., Commer­
cial Sav. Bank; v-pres .. Central Nat!. 
Fire Ins. Co.; treas., Morris Plan Bank; 
v-pres., ·Mississippi Valley Assn.; dis. 
pres., Arentox Co., Chicago; v-pres., 
Des Moines Assn. Fine Art; mem. Ma­
sonic bodies, Shrine; dir., Greater Des 
Moines Com.; dir. Des Moines Chamber 
of Commerce; chmn., Foreign Trades 
Bureau; mem. Circumnavigator Club, 
New York City; mem. Internatl. Inland 
Waterways Assn.; mem. Golf and Coun­
try Clubs, Des Moines Club. Former 
residences, past 25 yrs., Des Moines, Ia. 

WATERS, Ralph Milton, Doctor of Medi­
cine (anesthesia specialist), Sioux City; 
b. Trumble Co., 0., Oct. 9, 1883; Prot.; 
Non-Partisan; ed. A. B., Western Re­
serve; M. D., Western Reserve; m. 
Louise Diehl, 1913, Cleveland, 0.; child., 
Elva, Barbara. Darwin D.; presented 
paper at Interstate Soc. of Anesthetists, 
Cincinnati, 0., 1918; also presented pa­
per at American Assn. of Anesthetists, 
at New Orleans, La., 1920; mem. Amer­
ican Medical Assn., American Assn. of 
Anesthetists, Interstate Assn. of Aneth­
thetlsts, Elks, Masonic bodies, Phi Rho 
Sigma Medical Fraternity. Former resi­
dences, Austinburg, Ashtabula Co., 0., 
1893-01; Cleveland, 0., 1901-12. 

WATKIN, Clifford R., physician, Sioux 
City; b. Parkersburg, Ia., May 21, 1889; 
Prot.; Rep.; ed. S. B., Univ. of Chi­
cago; M. D., Rush Medical Coli.; physi­
cian specializing in diseases of the 
stomach and intestines; 1st Iieut. Med. 
Corps, U. S. A., 1918-19. Former resi­
dences, Parkersburg, Ia., 1908; Chicago, 
1908-16. 

WATRUO, Hjalmar 0., county agricul­
tural agent, Decorah; b. Blanchard­
ville, Wis., March 25, 1885; Luth.; ed. 
B. S. A. 1913, and M. S. 1914, Coli. of 
Ag., Univ. of Wis.; m. Amelia C. 
Wang, June 12, 1918, Blanchardville, 
Wis.; field extension work U. S. D. A. 
in Wis., 1914-16; _same in Ill. and Wyo.; 
pres., literary soc. at Univ; sec., Co. 
Wool Growers' Assn. and Breeders 
Assn. Former residences, Madison, Wis., 
1909-17; Blanchardville, Wis., until 1909. 

WAYMACK, w. w., managing editor, Des 
Moines Register and Tribune, Des 
Moines; b. Savanna, Ill., Oct. 18, 1888; 
ed., A. B., Morningside Coil.; m. Elsie 
J. Lord, 1911, Savanna, Ill.; child., Ed­
ward R.; formerly chief editorial W!'iter 
Sioux City .Journal; assoc. ed., Register 

and Tribune; mng. ed. same; mem. 
Masonic bodies, Shrine, Hyperion Club, 
Golf and Tennis Club, Lions Club, Ad 
Club, Chamber of Commerce, Automo­
bile Club; Former residence, Sioux City, 
1911-18. 

WEAVER, Silas M., Judge of Supreme 
Court, Des Moines; b. Arkwright, N. Y., 
Dec. 18, 1843; Rep.; ed. com. schls.; 
Fredonia, N. Y., Acad.; moved to Iowa 
Falls, 1868; has served as state repre­
sentative, Hardin Co.; elected judge of 
11th .Jud. Dist., 1886; re-elected, 1890-94-
98; elected to supreme bench, 1901; re­
elected, 1908-14-20. 

WEAVER, James B., lawyer, Des Moines; 
b. Bloomfield, Ia., Aug. 19, 1861; Rep.; 
Cong.; ed. com. sch., Bloomfield, Ia.; 
So. Ia. Normal and Sc. Institute, 
Bloomfield; LL. B., State Univ. law, 
1882; ex-pres. Iowa Press and Authors 
Club, and of Univ. Club, Des Moines; 
contributor to press and magazines; ex­
pres. Des Moines Chamber of Com­
merce, of Prairie Club, Des Moines, of 
Des Moines Literary Bd., of Alumni 
Assn. S. U. Ia.; mem. Des Moines Town 
Planning Commission, Des Moines 
Playgrounds Commission, ex-pres. Des 
Moines Little Theatre Soc.; mem. 37th 
and 38th G. A. (House); secy. Ia.· 
Commissioners Uniform State Laws; 
ex-pres. Golf and Country Club, Des 
Moines. Formerly resided in Bloom­
field, Ia., Aug. 1861, to Sept. 1881; Des 
Moines, Ia., .July 1882 to present time. 

WEBSTER, Charles, railroad commission­
er, Des Moines; b. near Waucoma, Ia., 
May 18, 1859; Rep.; mem. firm Webster 
Bros., raisers and shippers live stock, 
grain, produce; pres. several retail lum­
ber companies in Ia., N. D., S. D., 
Mont.; interested in building telephone 
lines and exchanges; promoter of gas 
and electric companies in Arizona; dele­
gate to Rep. Natl. Con., 1908; mem. 
State Council of Defense, State Fuel 
Adm. during World War; appointed R. 
R. comnr., Nov. 5, 1917; elected, 1918. 

WENNER, Edward J., lawyer, Waterloo; 
b. Garrison, Benton Co., Ia., .July 3, 
1880; Prot.; Rep.; ed. public schl. at 
Garrison; grad. Tilford Collegiate Acad.; 
Univ. ·of Ia., LL. B., 1903; Yale Univ., 
Law School, M. L., 1904; m. Elizabeth 
Parrott, Aug. 17, 1910, Waterloo, Ia.; 
child., Frank W., Edward R., .Jackson 
C.; elected co. atty. Black Hawk co., 
1914; re-elected, 1916-18 (3 terms); mem. 
K. P., Elks, L. 0. 0. M., F. A. U. For­
mer residences, Garrison, Ia; Vinton, Ia. 

WESSLING, 0. R., banker, Lytton; b. Pa­
ton, Ia., Feb. 1, 1887; Presby.; Rep.; ed. 
Grand .Jet., H. S .. ; Ia. Business Coli., 
Des Moines; grad. from both; m. Cora 
E. Thomson, .Jan. 8, 1916, Grand .Junc­
tion, Ia.; child., Daniel R. .Jr.; with Citi­
zens Bank at Grand .Jet., until age of 
25; at age of 28 organized Lytton Sav. 
Bank, Lytton, Ia.; holds conbolling In­
terest and has always been its pres.;· 
pres., Auburn (Ia.) Sav. Bank; active­
on various war work committees; mem. 
Masonic bodies, Shrine. Former resi­
dences, Paton, Ia.; until 9 yrs. old~ 
moved to Grand .Jet., Ia., with parents~ 
there until 1915. 
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lem~ te~ting the pO\\·er~ of the phy,ic·ian. !le i, J. munlwr ui the :eurgical otaff 
uf the ..\IetlJUdi~t Ho~pital and abo acb a' attending phyoician to the Des ..\luines 
Home ior Friendless Children. lle Lelung, b the Hall!lemann .\I erlica! . \o~u­
ciation of Iowa and the :\merican lnotitute uf 1Iumcopathy, thus keeping 111 

clo~e touch with the alh·ancement made ]J,· the J>ruies~ion. 
On the 31st of December, rtly.j.. Dr. liollc-''~ay .\\'as united in marriage to 

..\lie~ Jennie l'reosncll. a daugi1ter ui \\"illiam ~llld :\'ancy l'resonell. Her iather, 
\\hO \\·as OOrn in Jndiana in Io2j, Jied at the a<hanceJ age oi oe\enty-iuur 
years. l·Iis ,,-ife, a native oi Kentucky, \\as Lorn in r84;. Their daughter, 
..\Irs. Hu11 0\vay, was graduated frum the ..\lount I 'ka,ant high school \\ ith the 
class of r889. By her marriage she ha,; become the mother oi four children, 
namely: Paul I\.aymond. Ho\\'ard Jean, Estllcr Lucile and Helen ..\larjury. 

In politics Dr. Ho!lo,,·ay i,; a republican. '' hi!e his religiou::: iaith is indi­
cated by his membership in the l'lymuuth Congregational church. He abo be­
longs to the Grant Club of De' \lc•ine,:. In pwie~~ion~Jl and social circles he 
hold~ to high ,tandard,; and enjoy~ in large mea,;nre the confidence and trust 
oi tl10.-e \\itb \\hom he is 1Jruugbt in l'Ont:~ct in e\·en· relation of life. 

}:\.\1 J·:S Jj. \U·:.\ \ ER. )R . 

./ames IJ. \\'ea\·er, Jr., \\·as born in Bloomfield. Da,·is county. lo\\a .. -\ugust 
19. r86r. He is a son of General James B. \\'eanr, \\ell kno\\n in the public 
life of lo\\ a. He \\'as a student in the public schools oi l;],JumtieJ,l until 
eighteen years of age. He then clerked in a store for t\\'0 year,;. lie entered 
the la\Y :'chool at the State CniYer:'ity in SeptemLer. 188I, graduating in June. 
r882. He began practice in Des ..\Ioines in connection \\'ith Colonel C. H. 
Gatch under the firm name of Gatch & \\' eayer, a relation that \\as continued 
!lntil September, r88j, at \\·hich time they \\ere joined by Judge \\'illiam Con­
nor, \Yho retired irom the bench to engage in practice. The partnership con­
tinued until 189; under the style oi Gatch. Connor & \\'eayer. Fol]OI\'ing the 
retirement of ..\lr. Gatch from the t1rm it \\·as Cunn>1~ & \Vca\'er until the death 
of Judge Connor in I 904. since ~,,-hich time ~I r. \\-ean:r has been alone in 
practice. 

On the ;th of :\oYember. r889. ~[r. \\'ea\·er ,,·as married to ..\Iiss Fay 
Atkins, a daughter of C. B. Atkins, Esq., of Des ~Ioine5. They became th-e 
parent:; of three children, of \\·hom one died in infancy, the others being: 
Eastman, no\\' se,·enteen years of age: and Persi,; Fay, fifteen years of age. 

ln political allegiance ..\Ir. \\'eanr i~ a republican. lie is a member oi the 
Plymouth Congregational church. He also holds membership in and at one 
time \\'as president of the Prairie Club. He i" a member c,f the Golf and 
Country Club, the Des ..\{oines Club. the l.'ni\·er:'ity Club, of ~,,·hich he i" ,·ice 
president, and the _-\merican Red Cro55 Society. in 'Yhich he i5 5erving on the 
executive board for Iowa. 

:\fr. \Vea\·er has frequently been named in connection with public office but 
has steadily declined to enter politics, for '' hich indeed he has had little time 
aside from an extensive law business. including the care of several Ia rge es­
tates. most notable of which are ,,·hat are kno\Yn as the Litchfield interests. 
involving many thousands of acres of central IO\\'a lands. In the long-drawn­
out litigation affecting these lands. \Yhich were a part of the famous Des ..\Ioines 
river lands, he \\'as an active participant for more than twenty years. l\Jr. 
\\'eaver is a public-spirited citizen. intere5ted and active in all the higher life of 
his home city. He was tendered by ..\Jayor Hanna and accepted in April, 1910, 

the appointment to the board of trustees of the Des ..\Joines Public Library. 
\\'here he is still serYing. In ..\ r arch. rgr I. he \\·as named bY G01 ernor Carroll 
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a::. curator of the State Hi:;torical SocietL He is ,·ice president of the .-\rt In­
stitute of Des ~loine:;, recently organizeJ. He is a bookman of extensive read­
ing, an accomplished lecturer, after-Jinner speaker and raconteur, and his ser­
vices are in frequent JemanJ. The \\'ea'i·er home, on T\\;enty-eighth street 
and Ridge road. 1:; the center vi many Jelightful social activities uf which the 
son and daughter are now an acti\·e part. 

CHARLES L. BAYES. 

Charles L Bayes, who devotes his' time and energies to general agricultural 
pursuits, is operating a \\·ell impro\·ed farm of one hundred and twenty acres 
in \\'alnut township. His birth occurred in Ohio on the 6th of April, r8;o, 
his parents being lsaac and Elizabeth ~Davis) Bayes, who were likewise natives 
oi the Buckeye state. The father, an agriculturist by occupation, followed 
fanning in Ohio throughout his active business career. He passed away on 
the JI~t of ~larch, r8;6. while his wife was called to her final rest in October, 
r883. 

Charles L. Bayes was reared and educated in Ohio, remaining in his native 
state until r888, when he came to Polk county, Iowa, and began working as a 
farm hand by the month, being thus employed for four or five years. On the 
expiration of that period he entered the shops of the Chicago, Rock Island & 
Pacific Railroad at \"alley Junction, Iowa, and at the end of about three years 
became a fireman on the road, acting in that capacity for seven years. He wa:> 
then promoted to the position of engineer and as such remained in the employ 
of the Rock bland Railroad for six years longer. At the end of that time he 
once more turned his attention to farming. taking up his abode on a tract of one 
hundred and twenty acres in \\-alnut township which had come into possession 
oi his wife at the time of her father's death. The property is highly improved 
in ewry particular and the well tilled rields annually yield golden han·ests in 
return for the care and labor \Yhich is bestO\\·ed upon them. 

On the 28th of .\'oyember. 1899, ~Ir. Bayes "·as joined in wedlock to }!iss 
~largaret ~I. .\,;hworth, \\·ho was born in \Valnut township, Polk county, on 
the 20th of July, 18;r. her parents being .-\braham and Ellen (:\fott) Ash­
worth, the former a natiYe of England and the latter of Kew York. They are 
mentioned at greater length on another page of this work. Mrs. Bayes supple­
mented her preliminary education. obtained in the district schools, by a course 
of study in Drake Cniversity at Des ~loines. She is now the mother of one 
child, Harold A., a little lad of five years. 

In politics ~Ir. Bayes is a republican, while his religious faith is indicated by 
!lis membership in the }Iethodist church, to which his wife also belongs. Fra­
ternally he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. His life has ever been upright and 
honorable, his actions manly and sincere, and as the years have gone by he has 
proven his right to be classed \Yith the respected citizens and representative 
agriculturists of \Valnut township. 

ROSCOE E. COOK, ::\I. D. 

Specializing as a practitioner in chronic diseases, Dr. Roscoe E. Cook, of 
Des Moines, has gained a wide reputation although he has been established in 
this city only eight years. He comes of a medical family, the father, uncle and 
son all graduating from some medical college. He was born at Sigourney, 




