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PAST AND PRESENT

has been won through his energy and perse-
verance and the assistance of his estimable wife,
for when he started out upon his own account
he rented land and today he is one of the ex-
tensive landowners of the county.

JAMES PETERS.

James Peters is classed among the well-to-do
and extensive farmers and stock-raisers of Dal-
las county, owning a tract of land comprising
five hundred and twenty acres, known as the
Standard Stock Farm, and located on section
17, Dallas township. Mr. Peters is a native
of Michigan, born in Ypsilanti, February 9,
1858, a son of John Peters, who was an early
settler of that state. He removed from that
state to Ohio, and subsequently removed to Il-
linois, while in 1877 he located in Warren
county, Iowa, where he spent his last years.
He is still survived by his widow, who bore
the maiden name of Eliza Donley, and their
marriage was celebrated in the Keystone state.
Mrs. Peters now makes her home in Perry,
Towa.

James Peters was reared on the home farm,
accompanying  his parents on their various
removals. He acquired his education in the
common schools and remained with his father
until he reached years of maturity, when, in
1879, he started out in life on his own account

~and came to Dallas county, operating rented

land here for several years. He then purchased
8 tract of eighty acres in Washington town-
ship, and after building a home and improving
and cultivating that place for several years he
sold it and moved to Dallas township, owning
8 place of two hundred acres. After improving
that tract and making his home on it for nine
years he disposed of it and removed to Guthrie
County, where he purchased four hundred and
forty acres, but after a residence of five years
there returned once more to Dallas county and
00w owns five hundred and twenty acres. He
has mage many improvements since locating
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here and now has a fine country residence and
many sheds, barns and other outbuildings for
the care of his stock and grain, and he has also
erected a set of buildings for his son, who as-
sists him in the management of the farm. In
addition to cultivating the cereals best adapted
to soil and climate, Mr. Peters also raises large
numbers of stock, feeding and fattening from
twelve to seventeen carloads annually. The suc-
cess which he today enjoys is due entirely to
his own efforts, for he started out in life empty-
handed and through his own energy, economy
and perseverance he has gradually worked his
way upward until he is now the owner of a
valuable farm property.

Mr. Peters established a home of his own by
his marriage, on the 13th of July, 1881, to
Miss Mary Snyder, who was born in Henry
county, Illinois, December 21, 1861, a daugh-
ter of James Snyder, who removed to this state
from Illinois. He is now living retired at the
advanced age of eighty-two years. The mar-
riage of Mr. and Mrs. Peters has been blessed
with six children: Frank, who is'married and
has four children, and resides on his father’s
farm; James O., a young man at home; Harry
Vernon; Anna Laura, the wife of M. G. Wil-
kinson, a jeweler of Pomeroy, Iowa; Lena May,
who was graduated from the Guthrie county
high school and Perry Normal College, and
is now engaged in teaching; and Anna E., a
young lady at home.

Mr. Peters gives his political support to the
republican party but was formerly identified
with the democracy. He has never sought or
desired office but has been called to fill several
township offices, having served as township
and road supervisor and as district clerk, and
he is also a member of the school board. The
family are members of the Methodist church
at Yale. Mr. Peters is a Master Mason, belong-
ing to the blue lodge at Yale, while both he
and his wife are members of the Eastern Star
and he belongs to the Modern Woodmen of
America. During the three decades of his
residence in the state he has seen much of the
wild land converted into valuable tracts, while
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here and there thriving towns and villages have
sprung up. He has assisted in much of the
improvement that has here been made along
agricultural lines, while as the owner of the
Standard Stock Farm he is numbered among
the substantial and progressive citizens of this
section of the state.

JACOB RITZMAN.

Jacob Ritzman is a prominent agriculturist
and an old settler of Dallas county, Towa, where
he has lived since 1872. He was born in
Berks county, Pennsylvania, July 24, 1850,
and is a son of Michael and Kate (Marks)
Ritzman, both natives of Pennsylvania. They
had six children, only two of whom survive,
Jacob and Gussie. The father of this family
passed away 1n 1868 at the age of fifty-five,
while the mother survived him until 1893,
when she died at the age of eighty-one. They
were hard-working, conscientious people and
took both pride and pleasure in rearing their
two children.

Jacob Ritzman received the ordinary educa-
tional advantages incident to his native county,
attending the district school in winter and
working on his father’s farm during the sum-
mer season. He was an ambitious young man,
anxious to be independent and to make his
own way in the world. At the early age of
nineteen, when most boys are just beginning
to think of college today, Mr. Ritzman came
alone to Illinois and worked by the month for
one year in Bureau county. He had from a lad
been equal to anything that ‘could be done
with tools and he felt that along this line he
would be glad to cultivate his talent. He ac-
cordingly removed to Dallas county, Towa, and
worked at the carpenter’s trade for nine years,
but his early life on the farm had made him
0 at home in agricultural pursuits that he
longed once more for the work in the fields.
In 1878 he bought eighty acres of land and
worked it so successfully that he was able to
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add eighty acres more to his original purchase,
It was a matter of pride with him to have hig
farm one of the best kept in «the county and to
bring it to a condition where its buildings and
its crops would speak of prosperity. He erected
a two-story house, which was comfortable in
every particular, good barns, corncribs and al]
the necessary outbuildings. He refenced his
entire farm, laid three miles of tiling on the
place and put it in a condition where it yielded
him abundant crops. In additien to general
farming he raises superior grades of shorthorn
cattle and Poland China hogs, feeding out his
grain to two or four carloads of cattle a year.
A person cannot pass Mr. Ritzman’s farm with-
out the feeling that he lives at home. The
place is inviting in every detail, for his house,
barn and buildings are all modern and up-to-
date, and the landscape gardening is a model
for other agriculturists to copy. Mr. Ritzman
has surrounded his place with beautiful shade
trees, has set out a splendid orchard and has
designed all of his own buildings. which ac-
counts for their unusual artistic features.

Mr. Ritzman was married on January 20,
1886, to Molly Rankin, a native of Muscatine
county and a daughter of Burrough Rankin.
It was while on a visit to Dallas county that Mr.
Ritzman met Miss Rankin, so that their court-
ship was decidedly a romance. Their union
has been blessed with one child, Clifford, born
November 22, 1887. He is at.home and takes
great delight in assisting his father in carrying
on the home farm.

Mr. Ritzman has been a life-long republican
so far as national affairs are concerned, but has
always cast an independent local ballot. He
has never sought either the offices or the honors
of his party but has preferred to devote his time
to his farm and to his family, to whom he is
unusually devoted. Mrs. Ritzman is a mem-
ber of the Christian church, which has always
received her generous and hearty support. To
those who have known the details of Mr. Ritz
man’s life it is a matter of amazement and sur-
prise that he has been able to accomplish so
much. Beginning empty-handed, he has
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Outline of Personal Historyof

4 RESIDENCE........ 63/&?5/4/%’7 ................................

Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every question is important.

—

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR

@he Historical Bepartment of Jnma

DES MOINES, IOWA

(This form is for use in collecting data on deceased as well as living persons. Appropriate alterations may be made in matter below.)

1. What is your name in full? w caetld C /&@
7

A
2. What is your present profession or oceupauon?“..._....._..Mldp f"; W/(/CW

\

3. Where and when did you begin?....... 7// ’ /(/.(,74:&()(\//774/ //g/ﬂxé&ﬂ ﬁ M/(Af—ﬂ

7/

4. What other occupation have you followed; where and when? /W W At et o o g 2 0 %(/ 784
# P b
g&’*«,:’_/z{

7.

8. If borm abroad, when and where did you first settle in America?. ... . .

9. If you removed again before settling in your present horme, where and when was such removal? ..

10. What schools have you attended;,if a graduate, when and with what degree? 1&(/()4/ ﬂ/ LA {Q{Mj

e
) onemennensanneiriaiseins

B
11. What was your father’s full name?. . //M(/ C/ 277974

/

12, What was your father’s occupation?.. .. . j % O 1 & VO

13. What was your mother’s full maiden name? 20 T4 €€

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

24.

Where did your parents reside at the time of their marriage? %g CZ@«(/{»LM

What military service had your father; give as complgte as you can’?. W A . ;&& AL s
atrmld Boort acedy scet M tp poeng, Joe q/v/&&/o //,4/1///%4/

Wé/};ﬁ%“m“% W O/Qgg Oﬂ/i/t'_/ /,41/ )é{&)qw

What political offices have you held; do not omit even the smallest, and give date and place of service, if you can?.

Sre wisroed an athgrl Disielss Liles zeang e /W/W

With what political parties have you been affiliated; give dates? //

WMW /766 2. 1//6.

In what religious denominations have you a membership?

If you have no church membership, to what sectarian faith do you incline?

In what societies of learning have you a membership?..

Of what secular orders or secret societies are you a member? %W‘(/(/(/e—}

What honors or offices have you held in your society or lodge; give dates?

Of what social clubs are YOU A eI DCI ¥ e st aeae e e ettt et e et eeemeneeeeaeeeenee s es e+ v ereeieens

Please enclose both a business card and your photograph for permanent record in the Mistorical Department of Iowa

For which of your works (as writer, sculptor, artist, architect, poiitician or other constructive influen¢e) have you the

: ..
highest esteem? .. @’MO{M ‘

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legiélators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



20. Please 1y for p ent preservation in the Historieal Department of Iowa a list of all your works.

38. Will you attach your autograph to one or more of your works and present the same to the Historical Department of

Iowa for permanent preservationt.

31.

DOMESTIC HISTORY OUTLINE

FIRST MARRIAGE.

32, With whom was your first marriage? %“/f//(/ j JOQ/M&{M .

33. Where and what date was this marriage? 79 //(/é// / n;; ,/ Y' XI7 -

Fod

234, When and where vwas your wife (or husband) born? 2 2 &

. L}
35. In what religious denomimation did your wife (or husband) hold membership? /@/M/Af/ /@/ﬂ

26. Where did your wife (or husband) die, if not surviving, and where and when was the interment?

‘ {) M
337, What was the full name of the father of your wife (or husband) and where was he bormn? ,," WK/Q)‘,

38, What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (or husband) ?Z}) ...............

39, Where and when was she borm? W/{/ﬂ'ﬂ

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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CHILDREN OF FIRST MARRIAGE.

Full Name, Date of Birth.

fnw% v By, e
st Dhaad A /TTF |
(’?Jﬂe/u(/&(, 7777 <. MA,{L/‘J-‘ /Xf[ " " "o
7 s 23-L89Y  \allig...
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SECOND MARRIAGE.

O

40. With whom was your second marriage?

41. Where and what date was this marriage?

When and where was your wife (or husband) DOrm 2. . ...

»
IS

43. In what religious denomination did your wife (or husband) hold membership? .. .. .. . ..

44, Where did your wife (or husband) die, if not surviving, and where and when was the interment?

45. What was the full name of the father of your wife (or husband) and where was he born?. . .

46. What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (or husband)?. ... ... "

47. Where and when was she borm?

CHILDREN OF SECOND MARRIAGE.

Full Name. Date of Birth. Place of Birth,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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ancestry

You searched for James Peters in Iowa

Name: James Peters

Spouse: Mary E. Snyder
Marriage Date: 13 Jul 1881
County: Dallas
State: IA

Source Information:

Dodd. .Jordan, Liahona Research, comp.. lowa Marriages, 1851-1900 [database on-line]. Provo.
UT, USA: The Generations Network, Inc., 2000.

Original data: See extended description for original data sources listed by county.

Description:

This database contains marriage information from various counties in the U.S. state of lowa from
1851-1900. Information that may be found in this database for each individual includes their
name, spouse's name, marriage date, and marriage county. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships

Ancestry.com
‘€, 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions
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anccstry

You searched for James Peters in lowa

Name: James Peters

Birth Year: abt 1858
Birth Place: Michigan
Gender: Male
Marital Status: Married
Census Date: 1885
Residence State: Towa
Residence County: Dallas
Locality: Washington
Roll:  TA1885_172
Line: 6
Family Number: 40

Neighbors: View others on page

Household Name Age
Members: ;4 mes Peters 27
Mary E Peters 23
Frank W Peters 2
Anna L Peters
James Caldwell 19

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. Jowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007.

Original data: Microfilm of lowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as well various
special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Sociely of lowa via Heritage
Quest.

Description:

This dalabase contains lowa state censuses for Lhe following years: 1856, 1885. 18935, 19035, 1915,
and 19235. [t also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 1836-
1897. Information available for an individual will vary according to the census vear and the
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database
though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, marital status. and place of enumeration.
Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Bl Affiliates Gift Memberships
i o g Ancestry.com

& 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Sourchtigy#/Semiterlal ane Sie L editnivrs Ldasfiose b a b veldnteetbaqdsinth et eI R distaaind-SO& Yy ofipwhal ibrary, DEEG/IOIO4) lowa.
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