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Outiine of Personal History of

RESIDENCE

Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every question is important.

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR

Uhp Hiatorical Bepartment of Joma
DES MOINES, IOWA

(This form is for use in collecting data on deceased as well as living persons. Appropriate alterations may be made in matter below.)

1. What is your name in full?

2. What is your present profession or occupation?

3. Where and when did you begin?... .. & .
-

T P /f]ld

/

4. What other occupaﬁcn/hnve you followed; where and when?. .. . .. ..

5. What is your residence address?. .. . .. .

6. What is your business address? .. .. ..

r
abroad, when and where”did .

9.

10.

J1. What was your father’s full name? R o Rl

R ,’44 R, /,;4;_ A ;Z D ad . ﬁf/ ke, =L .f ﬂsx/ _/e/,,&/

4 / Ve //’ £
13. What was %ur mother’s full maiden name?....... '; I o 23S ‘}PM f;?.a.:/}.’(./‘ e ‘V"r

12, What was your father’s occupation? .

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



14. Where did your parents reside ni the time of their marriage?

15. What military service had your father; give as complete as you can? .. .. . Zf Rz,

16. What military service have you had? M M/f/‘l -
///

17. What political oﬂ’ices have you held do not omit even the smallest, and g'ive date a place of. s_ervi , if you can?. f -
J ooz 1§59 I ios” //
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7

- 'f/é /‘“’?’/t‘u £ /7'.,«9(4!—“‘/%
19, With what political parties have you been afliliated; give dntes?

s
&
20. Im what religious denominations have you a membership?. ... ... ... ... ..

=/-¢-—u-—»—n_ o&/ ;_,/;};:Mr/tf oo i

Z1. If you have‘no charch membership, to what sectarian faith do ¥ou inecline? . .

22, In what socicties of learning have you a membership?. . ..ot

24. “What honors or oﬂices have you held in your society or lodge; give dates?.

Bt oy

25. Of what socinl clubs are you n membexr? . M

26. Of what business firms have you been a member? . . .. F&TF R "‘7

I
«1

. Please enclose both a business card and your photograph for pevmuanent record in the Historical Department of I:

MW

28. For which of your works (as writer, sculptor, artist, architect, politician or sther coastructive influence) have yon the

PYTRP )

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



29. Please supply for permanent preservaiien in the Historical Department of Iowa a list of all your works.

e B £ e
r

30. 'Will you attach your autograph to one or more of your vworks and present the same to the Historical Department of

Iowa for permanent preservation?

31.

DOMESTIC HISTORY OUTLINE

FIRST MARRIAGE.

# .
! ey

>
32, With whom yas your first marriage?. . . . .. . AL T /U’"‘/M*‘%*M

’J < ,
33. Where and what date was this marriage? 73 P N e KRB 44}-
P74 . v
¥ oy g AP
7 .« o o R 7, S

24, When and where was your wife (or husband) borm?.. . ... . . . &

35, In what religious denomination did yoar wife (or husband) hold membership?... . ...

e

/M /&/iﬂ,‘/ O e

_36. Vi here did yo‘n wife l(or husbnml) die, if not surviving, and where and when was the interment?
1

. What was the full naine of the father of your wife (or hmsband) and where was he borm?.... ... . . ..

w/» Ll T Nk 5% i s

3%. What was the full maiden name of the meother of your wife (or husband)?

=z /
39. Where and wken was she born’f“,......./w.. N Mw% 2 ) 'fl’ /tf 3 o

s

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



CHILDREN OF FIRST MARRIAGE.

Date of Birth. Place of Birth.

A\ 7
%f LR L /7 & tﬁfz‘tu!-/rf’% '4/ % f»/: V//-*z/p—z,
PR . e %
/ 7

ARV
Do Lt dPF3. . N 5 .

40.

41.

42,

43.

45.

46.

SECOND MARRIAGE.

With whom was your second marriage?

‘Where and what date was this marriage?

When and where was your wife (or husband) borm?

In what religious denomination did your wife (or husband) hold membhership?

Where did your wife (or husband) die, if not surviving, and where and when was the interment?

What was the full name of the father of your wife (or husband) and where was he born?

What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (or husband)?

Where and when was she borm? 5

CHILDREN OF SECOND MARRIAGE.

3.

4.

5.

.

Full Name. Date of Birth. Place of Birth.

Source: lowa Territcﬁnd-St €, eg@ators Collection compiled by VO|/U,FIteerS and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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PAS
which he deemed of value to the community led him to be recogmzed - finterest in
as one of its foremost citizens. - Fis a valuec

Mr. Noel was a native of Iowa, born in 1851. There were pgo g for the ad:
unusual or exciting experiences in his life record. He came to cop- ". Mr. P,
rectly value opportunities and advantages and realized that honor- fthe 18th ¢
able success is the direct result of carefully directed energy and intellj- 1 arsons, w

~ gent purpose. Upon coming to Rockwell City in 1883 he establisheq hey came
a lumberyard and for twenty-one years was active along that line of  $they remo
- business, securing a very liberal and well merited patronage. ~ Thalf wav't

Mr. Noel was united in marriage to Miss Ella Houghan, now f ioneErN cc

deceased, and they became the parents of two children: Don, who is revelopme

" editor of the Anaconda Standard, published at Anaconda, Montana;
and Blanche, who is a teacher in the Seattle high school. David W,
" Noel married Myrtle Woodruff for his second wife and she is now £
resident of Long Beach, California. ,
In addition to his lumber interests Mr. Noel was a stockholder m
the First National and Savings Bank of Rockwell City. His busi-
‘ness affairs were always carefully managed and the integrity of. his -
methods was never questioned. He was equally prominent and active
along other lines, for he never neglected the duties and obligations of
life. He helped to organize the Methodist Episcopal Sunday school
and took a very active part in advancing the work of the church. He tabhshed
helped to organize Twin Lakes Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and was its  $on both his
first master. He advanced high in Masonry, becoming identified with ool in 1
all of its branches, and his life was the exemplification of those basic -
principles upon which the order rests. In politics he was deeply inter-
ested as a supporter of the republican party, and he made speeches
throughout the county in connection with E. C. Stevenson and J. F.
Lavender, of Rockwell City. In a word, he was actively concern
with those things which are vital and significant in the life of
individual and the community, and he ever took his stand in suppor ing fro
of advancement, progress and improvement. yoit ar towi

THOMAS PARSONS. e B e

Thomas Parsons has been identified with public interests in Cﬂ
houn county in many ways. He was formerly actlvely engaged .
farming and has been active in promoting many progressive measurés
having to do with the substantial development and upbuilding of
district. He is now living practically retired from business, but
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est in community affairs has never ceased and his cooperation
, valued factor in many plans which are working out beneficially
the advancement of city and county.

came to egp. Mr. Parsons was born at Reigate, County Surrey, England, on
1 that hongp. 18th of February, 1855, his parents being Henry and Hannah
int sons, who were also natives of the same country. In the year 1867
y came to the United States, settling first in Chicago, and in 1868
y removed to Lee county, Illinois, establishing their home about

age. f way between Sterling and Dixon on a tract of raw prairie land.
oughan, now Pioneer conditions existed all about them, and in the work of early
on, who js elopment and improvement they took an active and helpful part.
la, Montana; . Parsons met a fair measure of success in his business interests
David w. at a later date the town of Harmon was established near his land.
she is now a afterward retired with a competence, which had accrued from his

abors and the sale of his lands, and was living at Wheaton, Illinois,
t the time of his death.

- Thomas Parsons attended the district schools of Iee county and
ontinued his education in Dixon. He came to Iowa in 1878 with a
rother, and they purchased adjoining farms on section 27, Cedar

:ockholder in
.. His busi-
egrity of his
at 1 active

bligations o ownship, Calhoun county. Henry Parsons, however, rented a farm
mday school & Carroll county, Iowa, which he cultivated, while Thomas Parsons
church. }.Ie’ stablished his home in Calhoun county, Iowa, and broke the prairie
and was its . $on hoth his own and his brother’s farms. He also engaged in teaching

entified with

hool in Reading. There was no school in Cedar during the first
Wo years of his residence in the county and the settlers were widely
‘attered. In fact, various conditions of pioneer life existed and
volved considerable difficulty in the establishment of a home. M.
arsons hauled his merchandise from Gowrie, and he had to take his
roducts a long distance to market. His first purchase of land was
ghty acres, for which he paid six dollars per acre. To this he kept
dding from time to timé until he now has seven hundred acres in
‘Cedar township, constituting one of the valuable farm properties of
the county. He brought his land to a high state of cultivation, and
the fields returned to him gratifying harvests for the care and labor
hich he bestowed upon them. He was always a large ‘grain raiser,
ind likewise engaged quite extensively in raising and féeding stock.
s time passed on he cultivated his farm according to modern methods,
troducing the latest improved machinery and facilitating the work
the fields in every possible way. Year after year chronicled for him
creased success and at length, with a very gratifying and substantial
mpetence, he retired in 1899 and took up his abode in Farnhamville,
here he has erected a fine residence surrounded by beautiful shrub-

y concerne
life of the
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bery, flowers and shade trees. The most envious cannot grudge him
his success, so honorably has it been earned and so Wlsely used. While
he is not now actively concerned in business affairs, he is still a stock-
holder in the Farmers Elevator Company and in the Farmers Tele-
phone Company of Farnhamville, and is a director and stockholder
in the Farmers Lumber Company. He is likewise a stockholder in
- the bank at Guthrie Center, and his investments have been so judi-
ciously placed that he derives therefrom a substantial annual income,
Mr. Parsons was one of the three men who advocated the estab-
lishment of a city park, and when the movement was carried through‘
he was appomted park commissioner, and has served in that eapacity
for fifteen years. The town has now one of the most attractive Pparks
to be found in any town of similar size in the state. Mr. Parsons has
also served as a member of the city council, and for ten years was
mayor of Farnhamvﬂle, directing the policy of the city and introdue- .
ing many 1 needed reforms and improvements:. He was elected county
supervisor: from the fourth district and se1ved in that capacity for six =
vears. There has been no more stalwart advocate of the development
of a modern drainage system than Mr. Parsons, who was especially - -y
active in support of the movement when it was a fighting issue in the
state. His position almost brought him political defeat, but time has §
demonstrated the wisdom of his course and his opinions. Many new = &
districts have been formed and today the people recognize the value
that drainage has been to the state. His public service began the first
fall after his arrival, when he was elected to the office of township
clerk. He served for twenty consecutive years as justice of the peace
and, as there was no preacher in the township, he married about thiify .
couples, many of whom are now numbered among the county’s mest -
prominent citizens. He also served as township assessor and in every
public connection he has stood for progress and improvement, his
labors bringing about many good things for the community. i
In 1879 Mr. Parsons was united in marriage to Miss Mary Clutter ,l
who was born in Ohio and died in Farnhamville in 1900. Her father,
W. H. Clutter, was an early settler of this state, and on removing
to Calhoun county took up his abode in Reading township, where
~was very active in community affairs as well as in business life.
politics he was a stalwart democrat and of the Congregational chur
he was a faithful and devoted member. Mrs. Parsons was also v
active in church work and in her girlhood days she was instrumental
in having religious services held in schoolhouses in her township be
the building of churches. Her life radiated an influence for gOO& th
was strong and permeating, and her memory remains as a blesse
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penediction to those who knew her. To My, and Mrs. Parsons were
porn four children.  Alfred H., who owns and operates a farm in
Cedar township. is married and has four children. John L., who
attended Cornell (Lowa) College, is now a civil el1g‘ineef‘h“f"ITiiTl’fboldt,
Jowa, and Is an associate member of the Western Society of Fngi-
peers.  His work, Land Drainage, is a very complete treatise on
drainage and the laws affecting it in Towa. He is married and has
two children.  Flora L. is the wife of C. H. Beck, cashier of the bank
ot Guthric Céniter, Towa. and has one daughter, Bertha M., who at-
tended Grinnell College, is now at home. :

[ Mr. Parsons is a member of the Knights of Pythias. His political
fllegiance has always been given to the republican party. but he is
inot bitterly partisan, and he is alwayvs able to defend his political
gfaith by intelligent argument because of his wide reading concerning
{the questions and issues of the day. An earnest member of the Con-
Lgregational church, he has for the past ten vears been superintendent
(of the Sunday school.  His life has been actuated by high and honor-
sable principles, and the course that he has followed commends him
%to the confidence, goodwill and respect of all.

GEORGE W. VONTREES.

George W. Vontrees needs no introduction to the readers of this
volume, for he has long been a prominent and highly respected resi-
Jdent of Calhoun county, his home being in Cedar township. He has
lived in the county since pioneer times, and is now one of its most
venerable citizens.” He was born in Clay county, Indiana, July 6,
1833, and has therefore passed the eighty-second milestone on life’s
Journev. ITe came to Iowa in 1854, making the trip on horseback
from Indiana, being then twentyv-one vears of age. He made his way
to Boone county, and there took up his abode in a small settlement
near Booneshoro.  The conditions of pioneer life existed in the dis-
frict at that period. The homes were widely scattered and the work
of development and improvement was vet in embryo. There were
all kinds of wild game, including deer and all the feathered game.
There were also bears and wild cats in the district, and it was a most
ommon sight to see representatives of the Sac and TPox tribe of
Indians. At the time of the Spirit Lake massacre there was a great
feeling of unrest in that vicinity because of the Indians. but the war-
fare upon the whites was not waged in that district.

% Vol‘ -2

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moine
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to see the west. After investigating the advantages and resources of
northwest Iowa, he bought a section of government land in Cherokee
county, paying two dollars and fifty cents per acre. This is still owned
by the family and is located near Aurelia. :

At that time Cherokee county was a frontier district, with miles of
unbroken prairie and the nearest market at Denison sixty miles to the
south. The next year, 1869, brought the railroad and many settlers.
The township was organized and named Pitcher in honor of one of the
first settlers.

Mr. Pitcher returned to Boston for several years, but finally came to
Towa to establish his home. Throughout the succeeding years he carried
forward the work of improving and developing his property, adding to
his holdings until he owned 720 acres, also a farm of 200 acres in
Minnesota.

Mr. Pitcher was united in marriage to Elizabeth Hersey of Bangor,
Maine, in 1877. They were the parents of four children, three of whom
are living at Aurelia.

Politically he was a Republican and served as supervisor, as a member
of the school board, and held a seat in the state legislature at Des Moines
in 1881, besides giving active cooperation to many movements for the
public good. Living in Pitcher township for forty-nine years he was
respected and honored by an extensive circle of friends. Through years
of declining health his interest in his home and community, its churches
and schools never lessened. His greatest contribution to life was his
courage, never allowing discouragement to find lodgement within himself
and sustaining many others through trying hours. He died April 11,
1927, at the age of eighty-eight years. :

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the
state of Jowa takes this occasion to express its appreciation of the char-
acter and services of this valuable citizen, and,

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be printed in
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased in care of Miss Bess
Pitcher, at Aurelia, Iowa.

) C. C. R. BusH,
G. L. VENARD,
J. PARK BAIR,
Committee.

Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929.

HON. THOMAS PARSONS

MR. SPEAKER: We, your committee, appointed to draft suitable reso-
lutions concerning the life and public services of Honorable Thomas Par-
sons, member of the Thirty-eighth, Thirty-ninth, Fortieth and Fortieth
extra General Assemblies, beg leave to submit the following:

On Sunday, April 1, 1928, occurred the death of Thomas Parsons, pio-
neer resident of Calhoun county Iowa, at Saint Joseph’s Mercy Hospital,
Fort Dodge, after an illness of about seven months.
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He was born February 12, 1855, at Rigate, Surrey, England, a son of
Henry and Hanna Parsons, and was the second child inga family of ten
children. In the year 1867 the family came to the United States, making
their home in Chicago, Illinois. In 1868 they removed to Lee county,
Illinois, where this pioneer family laid out their home on a tract of uncul-
tivated land.”  Thomas Parsons attended the district schools in Lee county
and further continued his education in Dixon.

Mr. Parsons came to Iowa in 1878 with a brother, Henry Parsons, now
a member of the board of supervisors of Calhoun county, Iowa. These
brothers purchased adjoining farms in Calhoun county. After he had
established his home in that county, he engaged himself in teaching school.
Later he purchased an eighty-acre tract of land to which he added from
time to time until he became an extensive, prosperous and wealthy land
owner. He was interested in bringing his estate to a high plane of
cultivation and was both a grain and stock raiser. He was truly one of
the successful picneer farmers of this state. R

In 1899 he retired from his farm and took up his place of residence in
Farnhamville, Iowa. This place was his residence until his death.

"In 1879 he was married to Miss Mary Clutter, who predeceased him in
1900. To this union were born four children, namely: Alfred H., John
L., Flora E., and a deceased daughter, Bertha M. He was a member of
the Congregational church, and the Knights of Pythias 1odge

During his‘lifetime he served this state as a member of the board of
supervisors of Calhoun county, mayor of the town of Farnhamvxlle, and
a member of the General Assembly.

" Linked with the progress of this state is 1ndehbly 1nscrlbed the name of
‘Thomas Parsons, who was a true builder in every sense of the word. He
'was-an able exponent of the thought of our State’which gave to us the

‘establishment of-the secondary road system of: Iowa, and no one had a
j ) better understanding of our drainage laws than he. 4

-There are few men in Iowa who served in the legislature who were
more useful to their constituency, and particularly to the.agricultural
interests of the state as a whole. While a member of the Towa legisla-
ture he was a hard and conscientious worker. ' His earnest desire was
to be of real service to the people of his county and state, and his highest
ambition was to justify the trust and confidence the people had placed in
him by giving to his duties the most exacting and painstaking attention
possible.

He took more.than ordinary interest in everything that concerned t}ie
welfare of the state at large, and his business activities were second to
1 none whether it involved his personal interests or the interests of others.
{ Always exceedingly fair, honest, and generous, yet at all times practic-

ing economy which exemplified his success as a business man. The state
has lost one of its best and leading citizens.
i Therefore, Be It Resolved, That in the death of Thomas Parsons the
: state has lost a valuable and honored citizen whose faithful and unselfish
duty in business and private life is worthy of commendation and recogni-
tion. And the House of Representatives takes this opportunity to express
its appreciation of his high character and publie services to the state of

S

g 113
Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical So
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state of Towa take this
acter and services of thi

Iowa, and to exten
bereavement,

transmitted to the members of his family,

MaRrioN R. MCCAULLEY,
REYBURN L. RUTLEDGE,
J. A, King,

Committee,
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929,
a2 .
HON. JOHN FREDERICK POTTER

Mr. SPEAKIR: Your commit‘teef;éppointed to prepare sui’t_able'resélu-
tions éo'mmemorat‘ing the life and service of the Honorabje John Fred-
erick Potter, late of Cherokee county, beg leave to subimit the“yfollowing-
memorial: . : S A < AT

~_John: Frederick Potter .was born February 27, 1834, in Bridgewater,’
"Windsor county,'Vermqnﬁ% a son of John Potter, who served in ‘the War
of 1812, d Polly ‘Wheeler, both of Scotch ancestry. When nine years old

' “with his parents to Rutland county, Vermont, 5whlé;r,e“he lived

he mov
until he came to Clayton county, Towa, in 1856, ok
" Mr.: Potter fellowed Rufus Richardson to Towsa and assisted: him in
developing his farm, which was located southwest of MeGregor, and in
1860 he purchased lang ‘nearby and in. 1862, November 27, married Mary
A. Bailey, who had come with her barents from Connecticyt in 1859 and
lived on a neighboring farm. ; y
In 1868, Mr. Potter Io hwestern Towa, and
rty. nsequently in the spring of 1869
he sold his Clayton coun i i i is father-in-law and
by covered Wagon and ox team to Silver

established a home that was kn
pitality.

’ , 1927, at the advanced age of
93. Funeral services were conducted by th

e Masons, of which'fraternity
he was an ardent membper,
Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the House

® oMo -
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1900 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com
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You searched for Thomas Parsons in Iowa

Page 1 of 2

Name: Thomas Parsons
Home in 1900: Reading, Calhoun, Iowa
Age: 45
Birth Date: Feb 1855
Birthplace: England
Race: White
Gender: Male
Immigration Year: 1867
Relationship to  Head
Head of House: ;
Father's England '
Birthplace:
Mother's England
Birthplace:
Spouse’'s name: Mary H Parsons
Marriage Year: 1879
Marital Status: Married
Years Married: 21

Occupation: View on Image
Neighbors: View others on page
Household Name Age
Members:  1omas Parsons 45

Mary H Parsons 43
John L Parsons 17
Flora E Parsons 15
Bertha M Parsons 6

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Reading, Calhoun, Iowa; Roll: T623_21; Page: 8B;
Enumeration District: 31.

Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line], Provo,
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004.

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United
States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854
rolls.

Description: g

This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States Federal Census. the
Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded many details including each person's
name, address, relationship to the head of household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth,
age at last birthday, marital status. number of years married. the total number of children born of
the mother. the number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, if the
individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years in the United States,
the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one, occupation, and mare.
Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of
the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships

& 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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