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ANITA, CASS COUNTY, IOWA. TH!

o

John Cramer Vo_drheos,( son of the
late Peter and Hannah Voorhees, was
born at White House, New Jersey,
May 18th, 1865, and passed away at

"his home in Anita, Cass county, lowa,
at 2:30 a. m. on Thursday, November
21st, 1918, at the age of 53 years. 6
months and 3 days. Death was the
-result of complications, from which he
had. suffered more or less during the
past two years and especially’ since
March of. the present year, at which
time he consulted a number of special-
ists in regard to his condition, from
_whom he received but little ecncourage-
-ment ‘as to the probability of regain-
ing his former good health.’ :

Hayving acqmred a-common school
education in his_ native state, at the
‘age of 16 years he cume to Anita and
engaged his services to his uncle, the
late Dr, V. D. Rood, who owned and
conducted & hardware and implement
store on-the lot- where stood the old
opera house, recently destroyed by
fire, It was here that young, healthy,
ambitious ‘‘Jack’’ Voorhees, a bright,
* capable lad of pleasing address, of

——exemplury-habits, and_possessed with

the ‘natural faculty of forming’ ac-
. quaintances, making friends, and re-
taining those friends under all circum-
.stances, laid the foundation for a

Terrltdrlal ar‘B"Sthesll'é‘ﬁ%qéfﬁlls @!ﬂl’é’&?&r\"&‘)‘ﬁ%‘l&i’b

to no one in this or any other

SENATOR JOHN C. VOORHEES.

the legislature. At this time it'is but
right and f)r'o'per to give credit wherg
credit is due;j that during the session,
when many measures were before the
legislature affecting the temperance

Prohibition representative could have
been more loyal in support of the
cause of true temperance than Senator

was not actuated-by motives of politi-
cal policy, but ‘of principle. John
Voorhees was a real temperance man,
and practiced that principle in his
every day life. He held many posi-
tions of trust and responsibility in An-
ita. during. his lifetime, and was a
good man for his town, the community
and county, which he loved second
only to his family and his - home.
John was a prince of good fellows; a
genial, whole-souled man and'a win-
ner of men. In all matters and enter-
prises pertaining to the substantial
and permanent advancément of his
town and community, he was a booster
and a most liberal contmbutor, and
no appeal for charity or other worthy
c ause was evermade to him in vain.
John~Voorhees -will -be. greatly and
sadly missed from the business, social
and fraternal circles of Anita. Just
in . the prime of life, with everything

it seems that he shoula have

oommunity, and .it cannot be denied

bee n permitted to reach at least the
LESTS ¥ TN RN 1 N i
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Winter is here, and Radiators cost
money.  Better drive into the White
Pole Garage and have alcohol putin-
to your Radiator.

472t WAGNER & SHAFFER.

Mrs. Claire Sweney and Mrs.-Mabel
Crain were RECORD callers Mohday.

A Democratic administration can
always be‘depended upon to either
bust, fracture or create a precedent.

Toil du Nord, Red Cross and Uto-
pia ginghams; this includes ourentire
stock.
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-resulv o! complications, from which he
had. suffered more or less during the
past two _yeare and especially’ since
March of .the present year, at which

‘time he consulted a number of special-

ists in regard to his condition, from
. .whom he received but little encourage-

-ment as to the probabi]ity of regam-
ing his former good health.’

Ha‘ving acquu-ed a-common school
“ education -in his] native state, at the
. -'age of 16 years he came to . Anita and
o engaged his services to his uncle, the
‘. late Dr, V. D. Rood, who owned and

conducted & hardware and implement
‘store on-the lot' where stood the old
opera . house, recently. destroyed by

. fire. It was here that young, healthy,
.+« ambitious ‘“Jack’’ Voorhees, a bright,
“capable lad of pleasing address, of
" exemplu.ry habits, and possessed thh
the ‘natural faculty of forming’ ac-
o quaintances, making friends, and re-
taining those frlends under all circum-
..stances, laid the foundation for a
future successful business career sec-
ond to no one in this or any other
community; and it cannot be denied
that throughout the period of his act-
ive .business life his.dealings with his

. fellowmen were honest, straightfor-
7 ward dnd upright, such as to inspire

' . ‘the utmost conﬁdenca and esfeem. '
RN . Within a lew years he established a

NI business of his own on Main street and
- .- ‘later erected a double two-story brick
" building, which was necessary in or-
*. " der to promptly and more convenient-
s ly ‘handle his large and increasing

-/ ‘business, which he finally disposed of;
his bank and other interests demand-
ing his entire time arrd attention. In
..-every line ot business in which he en-
“gaged, and in his numerous financial
. investments he was careful and con-
i . servative. and thoso investments have

-+ all proved successful. : \

i On October 1st, 1884, at Anits, Iowa,
" he was united in marriage to Miss Ot-
tumwa E. - Gaylord, a daughter of the
late D. F. and Tabitha Gaylord. Two
" "'sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Voor-,

~hees: E dson, the eldest, who died in

infancy, and Leon G. Voorhees, who
18 in the aviation branch of the United
- 'States service, and was at, home on a
‘briet furlough when his father passed
-away.. Leon is. married and has one
..oblld; his wife being the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Trimmer.

. polmos. John C. Voorhees had
3 been 8 llfe-long Democrat, and in 1914

Lo

catnposed of the counties ‘of Cass
nd: . Shélby, serving ‘through .two
essions of the geneml a.ssembly, ‘and
t,t.he tlme of his deuth wns a. member

.and fraternal circles of Anita.

cause of true temperance than senator
John C, Voorhees; and that support
was not actuated-by motives of politi-
cal policy,  but ‘of principle. "John
Voorhees was a real temperance man,
and practiced that principle in his
every day life.
tions of trust and responsibility in An-

ita. during. his lifetime, and was a

good man for his town, the community
and county, which he loved -second
only to his ‘fzimily_ and his home.
John was a prince of good fellows; a
genial, whole-souled man and a win-
ner of men.  In all matters and enter-
prises pertaining to the substantial
and permanent advarcement of his
town and community, he was a booster
and.a most liberal cdntribﬁtor; and
no appeal for c¢harity or other worthy
c ause was ever made to him in vain.’
John Voorhees will be.greatly and
sadly missed from the business, social
Just
in'.the prime of life, with everything
needful and necessary to its full en-
jo yment, it seems that he shoula have
bee n permitted to reach at least the
limit of three score and ten; but he has
passed on, and relatives, friends and
neighbors. deeply regret and mourn
his passing. .

-The surviving relatlves of Senator.
Voorhees are the son, daughter-in-
law and grandson; Leon G. Voorhees,
wife and son, John C. Voorhees, Jr.;
four ‘brothers and two sisters, as fol-
lows:* David T.- and Peter E. Voor-
hees of Anita, Iowa; Chas. Voorhees,
of Omaha; Dumont Voorhees of White
‘House, New Jersey; Mrs. ‘Kate Clark
of Summerville, New Jersey, and Mrs.
Edna Twiming, of Des Moines. An-
ot her - sister was the late Mrs. Luella
B'ruce, wife of Senator Jas. E. Bruce,
of Chicago. '

Senator Voorhees was a member of
Obedience Lodge No. 380, A. F. & A.
M., and Knights of Pythias, of Anita;

the Chapter, Commandery and Elks
lodges, of Atlantic; each soclety'bemg'

re presented at the funeral services.
The- floral tributes . from. ‘fraternal
societies and from neighbors and
friends were many and very beautiful;
the silent messengers expressing the
sentiment of those who, during his life
time, kneéw and loved Senator Voor-
hees. ’ '
Funeral services were held at ‘‘Cra-

‘| mer’s Corner,’ the Voorhees home in

this city, on Sunday at 2:30 o’clock,
conducted by Rev. W. H, Boa,z, pas-
tor of the Congregational® church, A
quartett,e composed of Mrs. W. R.
Spence, ‘Mrs. G. A. Roe, W. R.
Spence and R. C. Rasmussen, ren-

| dered most. !mpresslvely the beautiful

selections' " “Lead; Kindly " Light";

“I'm a -Pilgrim,” and ‘‘Remember
"Now Thy Creator.”’ ' Interment was

_made in Evergreen cemetery.

168t wéek, the guest of her
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R. :S. Klehl, of India ola, was |
,ported ln Wnlﬁutqand vlclnity, two

* Several 'hiiiidi:éi‘! ‘cases of flu are re-

He held many posi-|

Winter is here, and Radiators cost
money. . Better drive into the White
Pole Garage and have alcohol put ‘in-
to your Radiator.
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CASS COUNTY
oW

Published in 1980
by

Cass County — 1980 HISTORY, INC.

cass Jg county

From These
beginnings
We Grew

Dedicated
To the pioneers who first settled on the unclaimed land —

To those who successfully toiled and cultivated the soil —
To those who collectively built their communities into towns; their services into businesses and industries —
To the progression of families who call it home —

As a written and pictorial record of this evolution for those who follow,

By Those Who Care.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Mpines, lo
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David: Attending Atlantic schools; high school
senior 1980.

Mike: Attending Atlantic schools: high school
jumior 1980. '

Janet: Attending Atlantic schools — high

. school freshman — 1980

Kristine: Attending Atlantic school — 4th
grade — 1980.

JOHN C. VOORHEES

John Crammer Voorhees born at White House,
New Jersey, May 18, 1865, passed away at his
home November, 1918. i

At the age of 16 years he came to Anita from
White House, and became a clerk in a hardware
store for his uncle, S.C. Rood, for which he re-
ceived $5 per month and his board. From this be-
gimning he saved a competence to start a hard-
ware business of his own. By hard toiling and
good business judgement, he built up one of the
largest hardware, implement and furniture stores
im southwestern lowa, selling the same when he
bought the Bank of Anita from C.M. Myers. He
changed the mame of the bank to The Anita
Bank.

Besides being a banker he operated two large
farms near Anita. He was also interested in oil
lands in Oklahoma. As a business man he made a
wonderful success, being computed as the richest
man in Cass County.

In 1914, Mr. Voorhees was elected to the state
senate from the Cass-Shelby district. As a mem-
ber of the lowa senate, he had considerable influ-
emce, and was a member of the most important
committee known as the retrenchment and re-
form. In politics he was a Democrat, and as a boy
was page in the New Jersey legislature. He was a
personal friend of Gov. W_L. Harding.

He was married October 1, 1884 to Miss Ot-
tumwa E. Gaylord, who passed away March 21,
1918. He has a son, Leon, who was associated
with his father in the banking business when he
enlisted in the U.S. Aviation service (WWI). A
son, Victor Edson, preceded him in death.

Funeral services were held at his late home on
West Main Street and interment was in Evergreen
Cemetery.

CARL L. AND LIZZIE VOSS

Carl L. Voss was born in Germany January 28,
1877, the son of Henry and Elise Goos Voss and
came to the United States in 1892.

He was married to Lizzie Armstrong, daughter
of Joseph H. and Emma Stickler Armstrong, in
Hancock March 10, 1908.

‘Carl was a rural mail carrier at Walnut for se-
veral years following their marriage. They farmed
im the Minden, Lewis and Walnut vicinities, retir-
img and moving to Atlantic about 1942.

To this union six children were born: Roy C.
Voss; Lloyd E. Voss; Pearl E. Dilichay; Ethel E.
Vosg; Lorene M. Cozad; Hazel L. Rudy.

Lizzie died March 30, 1966. Carl L. died De-
cember 2, 1969. Both are buried in the Atlantic
Cemetery.

EMIL VOSS

Mrs. Voss, the former Alvena Stamp, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Claus Stamp, was born on a farm
south of Walnut on March 28, 1882. Emil Voss
was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Chris Voss and was
born on a farm south of Walnut on June 24, 1878.

€ couple was married at the home of her par-
ents February 18, 1903 and farmed for twenty-

t years prior to retiring to Atlantic in 1931.
ey purchased their home at 508 Hazel St.

The Voss’ had three children: Harry married to

abel Lorenzon, resides at Walnut, Alta married
to Ralph Brix (Ralph is deceased) is living in the
Cherry Hill Apartments in Atlantic. Elmer, mar-
ned Thelma McFadden, lives in Marne. They
had eight grandchildren.

Emil passed away in 1959 and Alvena in 1973.

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Voss

VOSS — McFADDEN

Elmer (Mike) Voss, son of Emil and Alvena
Voss, of Marne, was born in Lincoln Township of
Pottawattamie County August 25, 1910 and was
married to Thelma McFadden of Marne, June 2,
1935 at the Atlantic Evangelical Church.

o A

Elmer and Thelma Voss Family

We have three children. Our daughters are
Mrs. Bobby (Janice Ann) Reason of Marne, now
deputy at Cass County Clerk in Atlantic. They
have three children, Kim Reason Schell, Karen
and Kurt. Sharon (Mrs. Allen Bishop) of Oakland
and formerly employed at Walnut Grove of At-
lantic is the motﬁer of a baby girl. Sharon has
three other children by a former marriage and Al-
len has two daughters.

Mike Voss

Ron is timber manager for Sierra Pacific Indus-
tries of the Feather River Division at Quincy,
California. He graduated from Iowa State College
at Ames, Iowa in the Forestry Department and
has been employed in Colorado and California.
They have two daughters.

I taught fifteen years, first in rural schools and
later as primary teacher in Marne before being
appointed Postmaster in Marne in 1957. Mike
worked as clerk so we were both employed in the
U.S. Postal Service and enjoyed it very much, but

we both retired in January. 1977 after twenty
years of service.

First after moving to Marne from the farm,
Mike was in the corn shelling business. In his ear-
lier years he played drums in a band known as
the “Moonlight Serenaders”. He is a charter
member of the Marne Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment starting in 1949.

I am a charter member of the Cass County
Hospital Auxiliary in Atlantic as well as belong-
ing to United Methodist Women. Eastern Star,
gzlas;) Matrons, Garden Club and Postmasters

lub.

Besides enjoying our nine grandchildren, we
enjoy fishing and traveling. We have taken a
number of interesting trips to our National Post-
masters Conventions including Puerto Rico, Ha-
waii and most of our United States.

GEORGE VOSS

George Carl Voss was born in Exira, 31 De-
cember 1893, son of Ernest B. and ‘Anna Petri
Voss. He married Evelyn H. Rendleman 14 Janu-
ary 1915 in Exira. From 1909 to 1912 he farmed
with his father in Adair County. 1912 to 1914
woodworking and house building at Exira. 1914-
1915 partner with father, E.B. Voss and Son
Building Contractors, in Exira. 1915 to 1928 pro-
prietor of Voss Wood Shop, Exira, custom wood-
work and building contractors. 1921-1927 was on
Exira Volunteer Fire Dept. 1928-1965 owner and
operator Voss Manufacturing Company in Atlan-
tic, manufactured sashes, doors, screens, stairs,
bee supplies, safety free saw. 1923-1937 member
at large on city council; inducted to World War [
4 September 1917. Was Master Engineer of senior
grad%ating class. Discharged 19 January 1919.
Was four minute man on committee of public in-
formation. 1917 to 1919 American Legion Com-
mander at Exira. 1925 Chamber of Commerce,
United Commercial Travelers, Charter member
of Atlantic Lions. 1913 to 1938 Scout master,
Troop committeeman BSA, Trustee of Congrega-
tional Church, Masonic Lodge Pymosa 271.
Ophir Chapter 84. Royal Council Nineteen. Ked-
ron Commandery Forty-two. Member of Farm
Bureau. Commander World War I, Barracks
1571.

George and Evelyn Voss

Member of Iowa State Historical Society. Pres-
ident of Atlantic Whirl-a-Way Square Dance
Club. In 1965, was invited on a mission trip to
South America for thirty-five days under the di-
rection of Harry B. Linn, lowa Secretary of Agri-
culture. Visited Brazil, Chile, Peru and Argentina.
In 1966, went on Lands of the Bible Trip with
Rev. Pritchurd of Cedar Rapids for thirty-eight
days. Member of the Za Ga Zig Shrine and the
Nishna Valley Shrine. To the union of George
and Evelyn Voss were born four children: James
Lincoln, Richard Lee, Joan Hope and Georgia

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, IO\ggg
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Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every

question is important.

EDGAR R. HARL AN, CuraTOR

Ghe Historical Bepartment of Infua

DES MOINES, IOWA

14,

18,

(This form is for use in collecting data on deceased as well as living persons. Apprppriate alterations may he made in matter below.)
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Name in full (all names) /i e e e s
oIy
Chief occupation or profession............. _,.__5/\%_/]‘ é,’{/ ____________ e e e e mm e nm s e e meene gmae

Former occupation or profession_................._.._ B PO UEUP P PSSO

Date and place of beginning each S

. e ]
Present residence address.................. [ﬁ._ ..... A S e, N OSSR

Present business address —............................. R J ORI

Date of birth ... ... L} 3 ...........

W

Place of birtA ... et I e e e e mmn et e e

TFborn @broad, WREIFr@. ... ... oo e e e e nan e

Emigrated to America, when....

First migrated to what state and county, whether ",‘("‘ abroad Or in SMeEriCO ..o e e
t N

Emigrated the second time 10 WAL SLALE OF COUMBY ... . ... . e e

Further BT gl B L T T 5 G P,

Education. Give name and location of rural, high, business or technical school, college or university....

Date of graduation and degree if any............... - et s e e e e e
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39.

31.

32.

Placeof death .. ... [ e mimaa e e TP
Date of death. ............ .. e e vane e msamammm——— e e emm e mm e me [ e e
Place of burial .. ... e e . JOU . .

Name of father in full i all @IS oo o cvvees e s rramen e e g e . .

Occupation of fFOtREr . o e N - N -

Full Maiden name of mother (all names.. . J . _
Residence when married e e e e e -

Miritary service, if any 'exact dates! ...

Political offices, ;from the smallest to the largest, with dates: I s

Director or trustee of financial, religious and educational institutiens . ... ...

Comeznaf .

Politics

Religious denomination if any ... - =

Religious preference if nonsaffiliated with a denomination S .

Member of what societies or asseciations of learning . ... oo

Member of what secret organizations, with Aonors er offices heid, with dates

Member of what clubs if any - et e s

Belonged to what firms (give nomes in full and dates if possible)

Officer ordirector in any corporation

Enclose business card if possible e . . e e

Enclose photograph and autograph ...
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How long have you lived in Iowa? 33
What is your occupation? AgﬁAA/QxA&
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Wnat is your post office? Lol Soree

What is your age?
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On what ticket are You nominated?®
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1. To whom married second time. ... ... ... ... 9. Place of fifs or herburial ... ... .
2. Date of marriage - S 10. Father'sfull Bame ... oo
3. Place of marriage - SRS, N it. Born whereand when..............................
4, Date of hisor her birth . . . .l 12. Occupation of his or her father. ...
5. Place of hisor herbirth ... ... . 3. Hisor her mother’s full RAME . ... e
6. Religious denomination...... .. ... - 14, Born when and where
7. Date of his or herdeath - .. . ... . .. .. ... - (5. Parent’s residence at time of their marriage ... ...
8. Prace of his or her death - 16. Miscellaneous remarks on their family ... ...
CHILDREN OF CAND
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2380 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Senator Newberry said in part:

I desire to say regarding Senator Sweney that he was a good preéiding
officer, a good lawyer. I happened to be in the convemtion when he wag’
nominated to Congress. It was a very hot contest. There were three candi.'
dates. Colonel Sweney was selected by one-sixteenth of one vote. He
served a term in Congress. He was a very capable mam and when he came
back, I think, being a man of considerable means, did not engage in his
practice in law at Osage to any great extent.

JOHN C. VOORHEES.

Senator Nelson, from a special committee, submitted the fol-
lowing report and moved its adoption:

Mg. PRESIDENT—Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions to com-
memorate the life, character and public serwices of the Honorable John
Crammer Voorhees, late of Anita, Cass County, Iowa, and a former member
of the General Assembiy of the State of Iowa, beg leave to submit the
following report:

John Crammer Voorhees was born at White House, New Jersey, May
18, 1865, and died at his home at Anita, Jowa, on Nowember ”1st, 1918, at
the age of fifty-three. He lived at White Howse, New Jersey, until sixteen
years of age and removed to Anita, Iowa, where he has resided until his
death. He was a member of the Thirty-sixtlhh and Thirty-seventh General
Assemblies.

Besides being a banker he was engaged extensively in farming, operating
two large farms near Anita. He was also imterested in oil lands in Okla-
homa: and had extensive land interest in different parts of the United
States. As a business man he made a wonderful sucecess, being reputed the
richest man in Cass County. When Mr. Voorhees eame to Iowa he had
nothing, and went to work and took a great deal of interest in his hard-
ware, implement and furniture business and built wp one of the largest
businesses of this kind in southwestern Iowa.

On October 1st, 1884, in Atlantic, Iowa, Ine was uwmited in marriage to
Miss Ottumwa E. Gaylord, the Rev. E. S. Hill performing the ceremony.
Mrs. Voorhees passed from this world only a few months preceding her
husband. They left one son, Leon Voorhees, surviving.

Mr. Voorhees was a member of the Knights of Pythias, the Masons, the
Elks of Atlantic, and the Chapter and Comnmzandery of Masons in Atlantic.
In 1914 he was elected to the state Senate ffrom the Cass-Shelby district.
His career in politics was a success. One of his strongest characteristics
was his happy, sunny disposition.

Therefare Bt It Resolved, That in his death, the state of Iowa and the
nation lost a worthy and upright citizen, am honest @able and fearless man
and an advocate of all things for the bettermment of his country and state,
and we hereby extend to the bereaved family and friends, our sincere
sympathy, and

a
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Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be printed in
the journal of the Semate and that the secretary of the Senate be directed

to forward an engrossed copy o the family of the deceased.
J. A. NELSON,

B. J. HOoRCHEM,
C. W. WHITMORE.

The resolutions were adlopted unanimously by a rising vote.
In moving the adoption of the resolutions Senator Nelson spoke

in part as follows:

It was not my pleasure tw be very well acquainted with ex-Senator
Voorhees.. He was a sterling character and a real business man. He set
'n example before the young people of today of what may be accomplished
/oday in this land off curs. He was a man thrown out on the cold business
world early in life and advanced steadily and gradually, showing what
can be accomplished in this kife and as such I commend him to the people
of the state of JTowa. He was a man of good business qualities, and much
energy. His life was composed of deeds not words. He died early in life,
vet having lived a complete life, so to say.

Senator Wilsom spoke as follows:

To my mind there is no occasion of such real profit in our senatorial
carerrs as are these memorial occasions. It is with a peculiar sense of
sadness that I say anythimg in reference to Senator Voorhees. During
the Thirty-sixth General Assembly, among all the associates I have had in
the six years—four sessions, none tied themselves to me with quite the
firmness as does the association of Senator Voorhees. His sunny smile,
niis genial manner, his hearty handclasp are things that can never be for-
gotten; and after all, those are the things that make for success in life,
not the accumulation of wealth, not the attainment of fame, but the fact
that a man is right at heart is the only thing, fellow senators, that we take
with wus.

When you or I die, a few tears will be shed and soon it is all forgotten.
Struggle against it as we will, how sadly true it is! May it be said of us as
of our brother frem Cass that as we enter the river of death we have as
our pilot the captain of owmr salvation, may we hear not only the heavens
ringing hallelujals but the still small voice saying, “Well done, thou good

and faithful servant.”

. FREDERICK TOWNSEND.

Senator Price, from a special committee, submitted the follow-
ing report and moved its adoption:

Frederick Townsend was born in Albia, Towa, July 1, 1853, and departed
this life Novemlber 13, 1918. He was the scn of distinguished parents and
piomeers of the state of Towa. His father, the late John S. Townsend of
Albia, Towa, was judge of the district court of Iowa from 1852 to 1863 and

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the Stj i
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