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Outline of Personal Historyof ... .

RESIDENDEE . ..ccocvciiimasiuimicinsciimiisven swessas so b add fivesTvassa
Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every question is important
EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR
Ehr Higtorical Bepartment of Jowa
DES MOINES, IOWA
(This form is for use in collecting data on d d as well as living persons. Appropgiate alterations may be made in matter below.)

A £- LA
1. What is your name in lull!%‘/%&”&’@mm) M'-nf;,‘(\

11. What was your father’'s full name? . 377 F

1Z. What was your fother's occupation?

13. What was your mother's full muiden name? _~ VEALe g/ |
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14. Where did your parents reside at the time of their marriage? 7

15. What militury service bad your father; give as complete as you can? .

15. "0’1 what ﬂ‘nmu.',llﬂ, religious, or ed catlonnl inggitytlons are you a truste dlrectm-- ve du s if it:vcan?!.........%u H
e,
oitebieg s favsey ,”“«‘*H,ﬁ et s %ﬁ t‘i”, e R lea«‘f. —

18. With what political parties have you been affilinted; give dates?

20. In what religious denominations have you a membersnhip?

P TR

22. In what societies of learning have you a membership?. ..

4%, Of what seculnr orders or secret societies are you a member? % -

24. Whant honors or offices have you held in your moclety or lodge; give dates? ...

25. Of what social clubs are you a member?

2. Of what business firms have you been n member? .

27. Pj& enclose both a buginess card and yeur photograph for permunent record in the IHistorical Department of Town

28. For which of your works (as writer, sculptor, artist, archifect, politician or other constructive influence) have yon the

highest estecm?
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20. Please supply for permanent preservatiom in the Historical Department of Iowa a list of all your works ..

30. Will you attach your autograph to one or more of your works and present the same to the Historical Department of

Iowa for permanent preservationf.....

31.

DOMESTIC HISTORY OUTLINE

FIRST MARRIAGE.

32. With whom was your first marriage? ..

33

&7. What was the full name of the father of your wife (erJoshrm) and where was he born?

o, U e i les, Ol - Cove 2 dem e o

38. What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (er—hrowbumay?

- .
d0. Where anid when was she born? . ﬂ_J ....... L L

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



CHILDREN OF FIRST MARRIAGE.

Date of Birth. Place of Birth.

4 ﬂuj /=/9/3

SECOND MARRIAGE.

40. With whom was your second marriage?

41, Where and what date was this marriage? TS I

42, When and where was your wife (or hnsband) bormn?. . : R

43, In what religious denomination did your wife (or busband) hold membership? .. ..

44, Where dild your wife (or husband) dle, if not surviving, and where and when was the Interment?

45. What was the full nume of the father of your wife (or husband) and where was he born?

440, What was the fuoll maiden name of the mother of your wife (or hushand)?..

47, Where and when was she born? i RS RS,

CHILDREN OF SECOND MARRIAGE.

Full Name, Date of Birth. Place of Birth.

@
g
i

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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in Princeton University, where he did the work
leading to his Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor
of Divinity degrees, and he also pursued a post-
graduate course in the Union Theological Semi-
nary in New York City. He is a member of the
Phi Kappa Phi fraternity.

In the course of his career he has had several
very congenial pastoral assignments. He was
pastor of the Mount Ida Presbyterian Church at
Davenport for nine and a half years, being called
from there to the Avondale Presbyterian Church
at Cincinnati. He was at Cincinnati when
America entered the World war, and he soon
enlisted for service under the Y. M. C. A, War
Council. He was made dirvector of religious
work, Building No. 9 at Camp Dodge, and a
promotion then put him in charge of all the Y
work at Fort Des Moines. Later he was called
to headquarters of the Central States Depart-
ment at Chicago, and made a special Y worker
for the fourteen central states, being always sub-
ject to emergency calls over this territory. At
the conclusion of the war the Y. M. C. A, erected
at Detroit a model Y building for demonstration
purposes. The demonstration of the various types
of Y war work was carried out during the Inter-
national Convention of the Y. M. C. A. Rev.
Mr. Sawyers was one of the two workers chosen
fr the Fourteen Central States to take part
1 s demonstration. Representatives of sev-
erai European nations were present, and ad-
dressed the conclave and bestowed many honors
on Y workers.

Doctor Sawyers was by no means unacquainted
with the spirit and practical program of the
Y. M. C. A. in war times, since he had repre-
sented that organization during the Spanish-
American war with the troops at Fort Hamilton,
Long Island. While living in Davenport he was
a member of the board of directors of the local
Y. M, C. A, and had charge of the fund raising
campaign for a new building. Later for three
and a half years he was secretary of the Daven-
port organization.

Doctor Sawyers in 1919 returned to his old
home surroundings and in 1920 was installed as
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Cen-
terville, where he has officiated for the past ten
years. It has heen an exceedingly pleasant field
of work, and has given him many opportunities
for A, service of usefulness to his fellow men.
During this time he has been a member of the
board of directors of the Association of Com-
merce, and is now president, was chairman of
its Good Roads committee, served as secretary of
the Appancose County Tax Payers League, and
among other activities he conducts a department
In the Centerville Daily Iowegian. Doctor Saw-
yers for six summers was on the Redpath Chau-
t&uqu_a platform as a lecturer. He served as
Superintendent of Good Citizenship in the Iowa
State Christian Endeavor Union. In 1928-29 he
was moderator of the Synod of the Iowa Pres-
byterian Church of the United States of America.
Doctor Sawvers married, July 17, 1907, Miss

‘a M. Taylor, a very talented woman who

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of
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has joined him in their mutual interests and ac-
tivities in both church and civic affairs. Mrs.
Sawyers was born in Davenport, and is a gradu-
ate of the high school of that city. Her parents,
J. H. and Rebecca (Heilman) Taylor, came from
Pennsylvania. Doctor and Mrs. Sawyers have one
daughter, Ruth La Rue, attending the Centerville
High School.

Hon. WiLLiaM C. RatcrLirr, former judge of
the Distriet Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Dis-
trict of Towa, is one of the ornaments of his
learned profession, an exponent of the dignity,
justice and honor of the bench. Even before he
was elevated to his high position he displayed
the judicial character, and won a reputation as
a lawyer of which anyone might well be proud.
Judge Ratceliff was born at Humboldt, Jowa, May
3, 1881, and he is a son of John and Hattie
(Connor) Ratcliff, he born in Ohio and she in
Illinois, and they were married at Humboldt,
Towa, where he died in January, 1900. At the
time of his death he was holding the office of
sheriff, and was regarded as a brave and honor-
able official. Five children were born to him and
his wife, three of whom survive: Mrs. C. W.
Siefkins, who resides at Rolfe, Iowa, where her
husband is a practicing dental surgeon; Judge
Rateliff, whose name heads this review; and Nel-
lie, who is a high school teacher in San Bernar-
dino, California. Born into the Quaker faith,
Mzr. Rateliff in later years attended the Presby-
terian Church. Fraternally he was an Odd Fel-
low, and politically a Republican, and few men
were as popular as he wherever he lived, and
he made a fine record in office.

Judge Ratcliff was reared in an admirable
home atmosphere, attended the Rolfe High
School, from which he was graduated in 1897,
and then took his law training in the University
of Towa, from which he was graduated in 1904,
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws., Immedi-
ately thereafter he entered upon the practice of
law at Red Oak, where he remained for eight
vears, during which time he served as county
attornev of Montgomery County. His fellow citi-
zens then elected him to the Iowa State Senate,
and he served in the Thirty-seventh and Thirty-
eighth Sessions, with ability, meeting the expec-
tations of his constituents. In June, 1924, he was
further honored by appointment to the bench of
the Fifteenth Judicial District of Towa, by Gov-
ernor Kendall, to fill a vacancy, and in Novem-
her, 1924, he was elected to the same office for
a four year term. In November, 1928, he was
reelected for a second term of four years. He
resigned in September, 1929, and resumed the
private practice of law at Red Oak. His deci-
sions while on the bench were sound, learned and
just, and very few of them were reversed if car-
ried higher on appeal.

On February 20, 1909, Judge Ratcliff was mar-
ried to May L. Wright, born at Cedar Falls,
Iowa. She was educated in her native town and
the University of Towa. Two children have been
born to Judge and Mrs. Ratcliff, namely: Robert
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J., born in May, 1919; and Anne, born in Octo-
ber, 1924. Both Judge and Mrs. Ratcliff are
members of the Presbyterian Church and he is a
York Rite and Shriner Mason, and belongs to
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In poli-
tics he is a Republican. Mrs. Rateliff is a daugh-
ter of the distinguished educator D. S. Wright,
to whom is accorded the name of having taught
the first class in the State Normal School, Cedar
Falls, ITowa. From then on for fifty-two years
he continued to be numbered as a member of the
faculty, and did not retire until 1928, when he
was over eighty years of age. His record is a
most remarkable one, and naturally his daughter
is very proud of what he acecomplished.

LesTER L. OrRSBORN. The young and enthusi-
astic element of the legal profession of Mont-
gomery County finds expression and representa-
tion in Lester L. Orsborn, who is engaged in a
prosperous general practice at Red Oak. During
his somewhat short but very active career he has
been identified with much litigation that has been
brought before the courts, and in several cases
of importance has had the opportunity to display
his possession of qualities that bid fair to carry
him far in a calling for which he is singularly
well fitted.

Mr. Orsborn was born January 12, 1896, on a
farm in Palo Alto County, Iowa, and is a son of
F. T. and Susan (Miller) Orsborn. His father
was born in North Carolina and shortly after
the Civil war he moved to Illinois. His mother
was born in Illinois, and belonged to a large
family of children of a pioneer of the Prairie
State. F. T. Orsborn received a country school
education and was reared to the pursuits of
agriculture, in which he has been engaged
throughout his life. In 1895 he came to Iowa
and settled at Emmettsburg, subsequently buying
a farm in Palo Alto County, on which he still
lives and carries on extensive operations as a
farmer and raiser of cattle. He is one of the
substantial and highly respected men of his com-
munity. Politically he is a Republican, and his
fraternal connection is with the Xnights of
Pythias. Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Orshorn are devout
members of the Congregational Church. To their
union were born five children: Effie, who is un-
married and resides at home with her parents;
Zelia, the wife of Robert E. Rhea, who is engaged
in the general merchandise business at Sigourney,
Iowa; Ethel, the wife of Ralph Parnham, a
farmer of the Emmettsburg locality; George, who
is engaged in agricultural pursuits in the same
community; and Lester L., of this review.

Lester L. Orsborn attended the publie schools
of Emmettsburg, spending his boyhood on the
farm, and after completing his high school course
worked on the home place until September, 1916,
when he entered the University of Jowa. In
1917 he enlisted in the army for service during
the World war. He was first sent to Camp Riley,
Kansas, for intensive training and later trans-
ferred to Fort Snelling, but was not called for

overseas duty and receiv
charge in August, 1919. 1
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

WILLIAM C. RATCLIFF

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resoly.
tions commemorating the life, character and public service of the late
Honorable William C. Ratcliff, former member of the General Assembly
of Iowa, begs leave to submit the following:

William C. Rateliff was born in Humboldt county, Iowa, on May 3,
1881, and died on April 16, 1939, at Council Bluffs, Towa.

He was graduated from the Rolfe high school in 1897, and thereafter
attended the law school at the State University of Towa, from which he
was graduated in 1904.

He moved to Montgomery county, Jowa, locating first at Villisca and
later moving to Red Oak, where he practiced law in the office of R. W.
Beeson. In 1906 he was elected to the office of county attorney of Mont-
gomery county and continued in that capacity until January, 1915, a
period of eight years.

On February 20, 1909, he was married to May I. Wright of Cedar Falls,
and to this union were born three children, one of whom died in infaney,

In 1916 he was elected to the Iowa Senate on the Republican ticket and
represented the Eighth Senatorial District in the Thirty-seventh and
Thirty-eighth General Assemblies. On June 15, 1924, he was appointed a
Judge of the Fifteenth Judicial Distriect by Governor Kendall and acted
in that capacity until August 24, 1929, when he tendered his resignation
to Governor Hammill. In 1928 he was a candidate for Congress from the
Seventh Congressional District, there being five candidates, none of whom
received the necessary thirty-five per cent to nominate. In the congres-
sional convention held at Atlantic he was a strong -contender and after
more than two hundred ballots were cast he withdrew his candidacy; as
he said, to promote party harmony. He presided at the congressional con-
vention held in Red Oak in 1938.

Judge Ratcliff was active in community affairs, an elder in the Presby-
terian Church, a director of the Houghton State Bank, served as a direc-
tor in an insurance association, and was a past president of the Iowa
State Bar Association. He found time for politics, legislative service, the
state university, and the practice of law. He possessed a genial person-
ality and was respected and admired by those who knew him. His counsel
and advice were sought by those in publie life. ¥

Be It Therefore Resolved, That the State of Iowa has, in the death._a.f
Judge William C. Rateliff, lost one of its most admired and respected citi-
zens, and that we tender to his beloved wife our sincere sympathy. :

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread “ "
the Journal of the Senate, and that the secretary be instructed to send an
enrolled copy to the wife of the deceased. L

K. A. EvANS,
0. J. KIRKETEG,
CARL 0. SJULIN,

The resolution was unanimously adopted.
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1930 United States Federal Census

Name:  William C Rateliff
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