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26, 1945, at the family home near Morley, Iowa, where he had resided 
since his birth on January 7, 1867. He was engaged extensively as . a 
breeder of black Angus cattle, and for many years as a grain dealer, 
merchant and banker at Morley, Iowa. At one time he conduct ed an 
automobile distributor business at Cedar Rapids where he attained the 
distinction of being the only man or firm who shipped autos by the train
load into the state of Iowa. 

Mr. M iller served as State Senator from the Jones-Cedar count y dis
trict f rom 1933 to 1939. He is survived by his wife and daughter. 

In t he passing of Senator Miller, Iowa has lost a distinguished citizen 
whose l ife symbolized integrity and honesty in affairs of the state. 

EDWlN C. SCHLUTER, 
FRANK C. BYERS, 
RoBERT C. REiLLY, 

Com-m ittee. · 
The resolution was 1inauimonsly adopted. 

ADDISON M. PARKER 

' MR. PRESIDENT; your committee, appointed to prepare ,suitable res9-
lutions. conuriemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honora ble Addison M. Parker of Des Moines, Iowa, ,begs leave to submh 
th~do)Jowing: . , ''i'i 
· \ Mi.< Parker was born on a farm near Guthrie Center; Iowa; on S~p
tembe~; ~0 , i878. He died at his home in Des Moines ori October 12, 19::15, 
at the .. age of sixty-seven. . . . . . . . . 

His f a t hei· and mother had come to Iowa from Be-~ver Dam, Wiscol)-
' sin; in 1873. In 1896 at the age of eighteen Mr. Parker 'came'to .Des 

Moines and . lived with John M. Day, wh()se home was located ~irectly 
acrosivGrand Avenue, south of where the. State Historical Building' now 
stands . . The' residence was torn down during the , improvement of the 
capitol grounds. He attended East High School in Des Moines, from 

<.orhich he was g raduated in 1898. Registering in the law college at Drake 
University Mr. Parker received .his degree from that institution in 1903. 
During a ll of this time he was in charge ~f the John M. Day real estate 
and mortgage office in Des Moines . Mr. Parker 'engaged in the active 
practiee of law in Des Moines until 1918.. He was married o.n June 22, 
1912, ro I da Louise Lange. 

At the general election in 1914 Mr. Parker was elected on the Repub
lican ticket to represent Polk county in the State Senate. As such he 
served during the Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh General Assemblies, 
and wa s re-elected for a second term, serving in the Thirty-eighth, Thirty
eighth E xtra and Thirty-ninth sessions. During such General Assembly 
he was particularly interested in all progressive legislation. He served 
on the corporations, judiciary, railroads, cities and towns, public health, 
public utilities and mines and mining committees. He was always con
sidered a "good roads" man and also one who was interested in public 
welfare and support for public libraries. He served and was active 
during the Thirty-eighth Extra Session of the General Assembly that 
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convened in July, 191~, an'd ratified the woman's suffrage amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

He presided over the deliberations of the Senate many times. 
While at the bar in Des Moines Senator Parker was considered an 

expert in the field of coal leases and was once a partner in a large 
operating firm. In more recent years he was a specialist on the law of 
cooperative enterprises and was counsel for Des Moines Cooperative 
Dairy, Grocers Wholesale Cooperative and numerous dairy associations. 

Gifted as an essayist Mr. Parker wrote numerous articles and studies 
on historical and political subjects. He possessed a very lucid style 
with a direct approach to his suiJject. His choic.e of language was always 
accurate and descriptive ~nd the· crispness of his sentence structure 
always characterized ,his efforts. · He was very fond of w~iting letters 
and often before an election: w_ould conduct his ·own type of ' poll among 
his friends. to get the sense :of their political thinking. . - . 

Mr. Parker had a "clear analYtical mind and one that .w~s free from 
prejudice. He was ~lwaysready to ~xp1;ess his keen interest in anything 
that was for the best inter~sts of the _ nation, state ~nd gity. and was 
never afraid to . express, his e'o*yic~ions; ; . . -' - ' -

·on, his -death ,Mr. Parker :wassurvived by his wife, two sons, Addison · 
.M. Parker; ·Jr., and Pa~l L; Park;er,and a daughter, Mrs. H. ':l'elfe; Mc;-ok. 

Therefore;- B e It Resolved by. ;th;e Seriate of theFifty-sec,and General 
Asse;,_bly of the State of Iowa, Thatin thepassing of Addison M. Parke~ 
this ·state mourns the loss of 'a gifted and talented citizen, a man free 
of bigotry; a n:uin of fiiendship and ability and '· that by, this resolution 
the. Senate extends its most sincere sympathy to each and all of the mem-
bers of his family. . . · < . . -· 

Be It Furthe1· .Resolve~, Tbata ·c~py. of these resolutions _pe spread upon 
the Journal -of the Senate and that the Secretary be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the members of the family of the deceased. 

. GEORGE FAUL, 

TTJNIS H. KLEIN' 
AI MILLER, 

The resolution was unanimonsly adopted. 

CLAUDE R. PORTER 

Committee. 

MR. PRESIDENT': Your comiliittee, appointed to prepare a memorial 
resolution commemorating the life and public service of the late Claude 
R. Porter, begs leave to submit the following: 

Claude R. Porter, legislator, soldier and public official, died at Washc 
ington, D. C., August· 17, 1946; born at Moulton, 'Iowa, July 8, 187l!, ll_ 
son of Lawyer George Porter and Hannah Porter, and a grandson of 
a Presbyterian minister; graduated from Centerville, Iowa, high school 
and attended Parsons College at Fairfield, Iowa, one year, and St. Lo~ia 
law school one year; began practice of law at Centerville in 1893; serveq 
as sergeant-major of the 50th Iowa Infantry in the Spanish-American 
War; a member of the Iowa House of Representatives from 1896 to 1900, 

f.• . 

' ': 

: :I 

- --
' '· 
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ID: !13484 
Name: Addison M. Parker 
Sex: M 

Home Page: Click here for sample pages, abbreviations used, and othe1 

From the books Alumni Record of the University of lllin 
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2 possible historical record matches 

Marriage 1 Ida Louise Lange b: 11 MAR 1886 in Muskegon, Michigan 
Married: 22 JUN 1912 in Clarksburg, West Virginia 

Index I Download GEDCOM I Public Profile I Add Post-E 

To see the biographical entries: 
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IGI Individual Record FamilySearch TM International Genealogical Index v5.0 

North America 

Addison Melvin Parker 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 30 SEP 1878 Guthrie Center, Guthrie, Iowa 
Christening: 
Death: About 1945 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

Charles Swift Parker 
Frances Owen 

Messages: 

Pedigree 

Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LOS Church. No additional information is available. 
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter. 

Source Information: 
No source information is available. 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved . 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/IGI/individual_record.asp?recid=1 00442049342... 11/15/2010 
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Addison Melvin Parker (1878 - 1945) - Find A Grave Memorial Page 1 of2 

Want to learn more about 
your ancestors? 

~ ancestry.com 
Actions 

Beg in New Search 

Refine Last Search 

Cemetery Lookup 

Add Burial Records 

Help w ith Find A Grave 

Find all Parkers in: 

o Woodland Cemetery 

o Des Moines 

• Polk Countv 

• Iowa 

o Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

Success Stories 

Discussion Forums 

Find A Grave Store 

Support Find A Grave 

Addison Melvin Parker 

Memorial Photos Flowers 

Learn about removing the ads from this memorial. .. 

Birth: 

Death : 

Sep. 30, 1878 
Guthrie Center 
Guthrie County 
Iowa, USA 
Oct. 12, 1945 
Des Moines 
Polk County 
Iowa, USA 

Addison Melvin Parker was born September 30, 
1878 in Guthrie County, IA, the third son of 
Charles and Frances Parker. He was named for 
a brother of Charles Swift Parker and came to 
Des Moines, IA in 1896 to finish high school at 
East High. At the same time he went to work 
as an office boy and stable boy for John M. 
Day, a colonel in the Civil War, and a pioneer 
lawyer and real estate man in Des Moines. Mr. 
Day and his two sons passed away within a 
little more than a year after Addison arrived. 
Mrs. Day, fond of the young man, put him 
through Drake University and Drak:e Law 
School. William F. Riley, later United States 
District Judge for the Southern District of IA, 
and Addison formed a law partnership about 
1908. The partnership endured and enlarged, 
but Addison left it around 1918 or 1920 to 
handle his real estate interests. He was 
beneficiary of the bulk of Mrs. Day's property, 
which his management had increased to over 
one million dollars in land values by the time of 
her death in 1916. 

Addison Parker served two terms as 
Republican Senator from Polk County in the 
legislature in the teens and early 1920's. 
Among other things he was chairman of the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary. He also 
managed Calvin Coolidge's campaign in IA in 
1924 and that of Senator L. J. Dickison, one of 
the two founders of the law firm of Dickison, 
Throckmorton, Parker, Mannheimer and Raife 
of Des Moines, IA of which his son Addison is a 
member. The firm was founded in 1930. In 
1940 he had a similar responsibility, that of 
managing the Wilkie Campaign. 

Addison Parker continued to practice law until 
the time of this death October 12, 1945 in Des 
Moines, IA. He was one of the early authorities 
in the state on cooperative law and was one of 
the two authors of !A's first modern 
cooperative statute. 

He married Ida Erie Louise Lange in 1912. She 
was born in Muskegon, Michigan March 11, 
1886. She lived a long and eventful life . She 
died November 24, 1980 in Des Moines, IA. 
They had four children: 

Addison M. Parker, Born January 22, 1916, 
Des Moines, IA 
Jane Day Parker, Born May 23, 1918, Des 
Moines, IA 
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Click here to view all images .. . 

Photos may be scaled. 
Click on image for full size. 
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