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Ira Nichols’ Influence
Years of lowa Falls’

B Bvicinsis an Wit ankiig " v . '
bowk. I will be s fourth, 'l'Iu-|

maBeript e s fourth bhouks

says i ohe pluce "Carl Gade s
the most semarkable charae
the

second G0 yewrs of I

1 1a net a0, Without
shghtest shadow of o doubt, \
Nichols—totor, author, nutural-
=L, pamphleteer, and  perenmal
critic—iy  the must  remarkuble
charaeter of the sevend 50 yeurs
uf lowa Falls century of exisl-
ence,

As a matter of fact with the
possible  exception of the fust
Mr. Ellsworth, Ira Nichols could
well be characterized as the most
remarkiable  character m the
whole history of this commun-
ily.

¥ To begin with, Ira Nichols’
iniluence which, over long per-
iods of time was very groat and
a1 no time was lo be underrat.
ed, has spanned 60 of lowa
Falls® tirst 100 years, \

Ira Nichols came here in 1895
and twok vver what was then the
“second” paper—the Citizen. For
nearly 40 years he published that
newspaper, muking it and himself
—for he and the newspaper were
virtually one and the same thing
—a power o be reckoned with in
anything affecting Jowa Falls,
Hardin county and indecd North
Central lowa,

For the last 20 years or more
he has been presumably, or o at
least professionally, retired. But
during these lasl 20 years or su.:_
he has written four books, three g bunch of ninnies in a schuol
ol wiiich have been published, de- | election,
voled much time to his hobby of My Nichols was born in nearby
bhirds wad tlawe served s 'Tamu county but moved when a
chaitman of the Ellsworth Col-|child to Carroll county where his
icge buard of lrusives until e falher had a livery barn at the
last few years. took an active,town of Glidden. Mr. Nichols
part in the raising of funds for went to schoul there, wenl on lo
and- the byilding of the present:praduate from Towa State Col-
city hall, and eoncerned himselllege, buck there to teach country
in une way or another with in- school, to run newspapers briefly
numerable  community  affaws.ut iwo or three other towns be-
! which came o his attention, Ture coming o Jowa Falls in 1895
| He hos educated o fumily of o poe g0 yeurs (hon, bepinalng

four and aeeumulated & very €on® ey journalism and newspaper-
sideruble  amount  of  mateviul e wore primitive bevond pros-
wealth. ieat duy comprehension, he pour-

Luoking back over the pastiug uneepy bevond belie! into his
hundred years in Jowa Falls his- o0 nqner, It was the day of per-
tory, one finds few men indeeds gt journalism and Ira Nichols'
who even begin to approach these :ucwspumr cpitomized personal
accomplishments. _ rjournslism at its extreme. The

1t might well be suid al this hi.en week in and week out for
point that whule seetions of this paiugy 40 vears was Ira Nichols'
Centennial edition of the lowa|perionatity over and over again.
Falls newspitper trace huck Lo 0Pt ™) oas bombastic, sareastle,
iginal rescarch done by Ira Ni-fo by oral, always scornful
chols for his vavivus baoks Hish S0y Coa s quo, never afraid,
first l_;‘tmk. *Pioncer Days & lcw:ui Slways  saittiog 46 Ghke
Fulls,” is of coursc the b chance, and yet at the same
ument to which all pers I
when they wish tn vonce
selves with the hi
community, Mr,
gracivusly nnde
newspapers the hulk o

.\1
B

able 1o call its shois withou!
fear or favor.

From the time Ira Nichols i
Pepved i Towa Fallz until he
useript for the sceund bo whish bought ont the .“'sl.:l_\llﬂl‘[ n ISET.
he is prepuring on lowa F i throve. o X bt to '“.W“"“‘f'
history, We have relicd heavily 116 puper and weaken the com-

{ indeed on these sources for much et He worked constantly
i newspaper, | H a Diesterale news.
the 1 nf the

o reader

newspaper in
e state. He ran o strong
a 1ie covered the
Nichols was and isa | k had ail the m_;:n'd-t nt
biemishes np dotrastors, That !9 pape .plm: 4
fur from the casi. b Vi that

For il Mr. Nichols has been |kvit hum going through thick and
the mos! remarkable character ‘Hill -eve days aoweek fur more

during the

than 40 v

mas! conireversial, with much munweTipt e says
of the conlroversy, il no! delib-

crately, a! leas! quile know-

Y. her  Lisasnll Py aek . .

waork
they  doe
ne un o owith

dite ot
1l

time financial strong and quite

d in I ! und lantpss
yrce: lowa %f&gﬁ&\d%%sﬁggt;a)m Gullacti@n:mmpiled:by-vdlumtei'ér!s,-éﬁc;i sta
H ar. In b wr

Has Spanned Sixty
Busy First Century

L. A. Nichols

which were handed back and
forth 1 the journuals of opinion—
which they definitely were—at
the turn of the centuwy,

Throughout his life, Ira Nichols
has been scornful of many things,
He makes no bones about it. He
is frankly disdainful of his fellow
men, having liltle patience with
their tendency to confurm. to
flock together, to folluw the lead-
er, to do the accepted thing.

Innumerable times he poured
out his scorn in his book on lhe
service clubs, on “the tribe,”
as he refers fo rank and f{ile,
on "babbiiry,” on journalism
schools, on most business prac-
fices of the last 50 years, and
particularly on the caliber of
the businessman who now pre-
vails in Jowa Falls and other
similar communities.

In his manuseript for his forth-
coming book, Mr. Nichols reports
Ithat he finds o dearth of out-
(standing men and women during
ithe seeond 50 wears. He decries
jthe lack of rugged p
rand fearless individual
Ipiencer days and declares that
he cominz of the <vennd and
third penerati the ml stations,
chain stores, serviee clubs, giant
iautomobile and farm machinery
and telephone  enrporations and
nther  corporite  interests.  all
these things have reduced the

population to the common level
of medinerity,
hizome o

tlenee, 1
the hu
had

The

people have
Jobh-holders.
#, aside from
over of pioncers. T have

trouble finding any zreat
nber of outstanding and iead-
2 men and women whose works
live after them

When Ira Nichols sturted nows.
paperinz in Towa Falls, tvpe was
set by band and the presees wore
powered by har

- Keroiene lumps

tatth

nr more than
ter he began ne
lowa Falls. He came leog

State }

m
n:as-

Hisiorical.Sagiety.of lowa Li

Community Retlects Person:

I

FOR 40 YEARS OR MORE . . .,

Organizations, clubs, thll’;lﬁs und huisness ¢
ses are all important paﬁt fihe Bitory of @ 1y
in the final analysis it 15 19¢ P20ple 1 401 g ks of
ull eiratac nf wil"l_\' who agt: 14 heat aned o
of the community. Here o0 Vi 195, v yre pr
same briel characler ll;fggl_'"l ':li!!.-- yu-;p:(» of «
munity. In presenting L B L
ted lnycl u‘l’r wuplé aw 18 Uil iLportance, Ba
present these skeiches as @ Gus wctiom of poss
for 6t luust 40 pul f the "'?.‘ 1 30
thulr horne and buen estive 6 one W

community. Actually their resid
for at least 40 years is the onl;
have in common.

ke list here is in no way omplee for those 3
bc'gncrcsidents since at least 1415 Cithare wha n
in this category are included in the stories of ¢
professional groups. Still others prelerred net
cluded. And finally, it was of cuurse a phvsic
sibility 1o include all of our 30-year und more ¢
Editor’s note.)

! John Berfield
When John Berficld was as!g!d ihie
! where he was born, he rn‘p‘itd!..._..di
| “One-hall mile from the W‘Id,'.
! house” at Toulon, Il He evemiu-'_
‘ally left Ilinois and arrived inl.
‘Iowa Falls in 1909. and operated !
ja store here unul his retirement )
! several vears ago. His weekly 2d
{vertisement was in the form of a!
| chatiy talk with the public and

was always signed "O.MB.”

He seeved on the city councl
'for 24 years and has been active
*in many city projects. He-is.a
member of the Congregations!
Church.

On Oct. 19, 1839, he married
1 Miss Mary Slygh who dizd seve
al wyears ago. Their chiidren e
Doris, Cecil, Margery. and Tii

Ernest A, Westhury

Mr. Westbury was born in Fao-
est City, and arrived in Inud
Fulls in 1807, He was in the she
business here for 45 years axd
during all that time has buwa
very aclive in community affa.:.
He was on the cily councii =21
1914 and a member of the put
board from 1932 1o 1952, He his
Ibeen a director of the JIowa Fuls
Building and Loan Associa:
since 1812, He was preside:
Rotary cleb in 1937, preside
zolf club in 1930 and preside
the Chamber of Commerce
1920. He has been very active 3
the Masonic Lodge and in 2
Congregational Church of [ #a
Falls,

In June, 1903, he married M.
Josephine Scherffine. They
two sons, Edgar and Arther
bury,

MY ARI0N

7 the:

Newton T. &
Mr. Straley was
1613 @t Grand D¢

County, 1L He =
Clausing oa Aug. 2
have twe (hildres,
and Dona

Mr. Strale;
ter in lowa Fal
since coatis
He joined 1%
pariment
has been :
from tha

and came » Jowa
1913. He bezan bus
tail i
fession. H
1822 and
clothiag ;
continued :
1941, he or
523 Washizmgion ave.
deals in moen's furs
He married MNas

]

|Falls in 17

the was emp
#3-z¢- 1 pendent Telephone
in 1910, he siarted it
-1lal businees but tho
<lin 1946 to Stamics
- {eontinued

L, E. Benedic?

Born in Wisconsin. E. E.
dict arrived in Jowa Falls §
1888. While going to hig
in 1890, he worked in the
store in the building now
picd by the Cigar znd
store. After graduation o
school he siarted as
the post office and
assislant postmaster. It
began as boakkeeper in

has been a Jona-tun
at the Met thealer

National Bank in the
now  occupied by the Ci

Stale Bank. Later. h i
cashier and held that posit s
11l 1932, Since that time. 1t ¢ %‘N Balovh
been in the real pstate a=4 - Falls and has
ance business. Mmoot of her
Among other pos

of the

it B in 1
ceooei¥cars In

« Tied Prof 3 1
1 director of 1he Ellaw
o s | Valony "

Jowa Falis
Loan  Association.
tman. president of
president of Comn
(ow  Chamber of Cor
president of galf cleb
celior commander of R

of

to Katherine Ramsd
| them was born one sor
]t‘djcl. now of Detroor
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it =i the g ! (NS AT
characler ol the sceund B0 years !
ol lowe Falls eentury ol Xt |
cnge, |

As aomatter ol Tuact with W
posatble cxoeptinn of e fust|
Edlaworth, T Nichesis could |
be characterized as e must
|:.-m.1rl'alau character o the
whole history of this comiun-
ny.

To begin with, Ira Nichols’
influence which, over long per-
iods of lime was very greal and

al no time was fo be underrat-
2d, has spapnea od OF 1OwWa

Falls® lirs} 100 years. 1

Ira Nichols vame here in 1885
and took uver what was then the
“speond” paper—the Citizen. For
nearly 40 vears he published that
newspaper, muking it and hunsell
—for he und the newspaper were
virtually one and the same thing
—a power lo be reckoned with in
anything affecting lowa Falls,
Hardin vounty and indecd North
Central lowa,

For the last 20 years or murl‘!
he has buen pr
least p;-ufuss:onu
during these last 20 3
he has written four books, tivee "u bunch of ninnies in @ school
af which have been published, de« ' clection,

\o.ud much t:uu v Im hnbh\ of - Me, Nichols was born in nearby
el ud

umably. or al;
relired. B

b Tanme county but moved when a
chairma Col- | child to Carrell county where his

trusiees uniid
tonk an ac

icge board of
lagt fow pwir
pusy in IIID ¥
and - the bpild ‘
city hall, and wnwand hnnwlr.

in une way or another with in-
numerable  community  affars
which eame o his atiention.

* | fatier hud a jivery barn at the
town of Glidden, Mr. Nichols
1\u'm W sehuol there, went on 1o
fpraduste feom Juwa State Cale
Jege, buck there to teach country
schonl, te run newspapers briefly
ul two or three other towns be-
(fove comung o Iowa Falls in 1895,
He has educated o Lamily o poe gg vewrs then, beginning
four and accumulated a very con® jwhen jour nalism and new: spuper-
siderable  amount  of materinl | wore promitive bevond pres-
wealth. {ent day comprehension, he pour-
Loovking back over the pa«.l led energy bevond belicf inta his
huadred vears in Towa Falls his-tohaner It was the day of per-
tory, one finds fuw men indee (sonal jDu"‘T‘;LIVn and Ira Nichols
who even begin to approach these | ‘newspaper  epitomized  persenal
JL(O!“D"‘“"“‘”"5< <j|'JIJI11.|1.'\"I\ at its extreme. The
It might well be sad at this{eagen week in and week out for
point that whole sections of U 1y 40 years was Ira Nichols'
Centennial cdition of the Towi ‘personality over and over again.
Falls newspiper trace buck to o It was bombastic, sarcastic,
iginal rescarch done by Ira Ni-, controversial. always scornful
chols for his various broks, Hhs of the slatus quo, never afraid,
first book, “Pioncer Day always willing 1o take a
Falls," is of course the b i chance, and ye! at the same
ument to which al time financial sirong and quite

when they wish 10 cone "+ able o cell its shols wilhout
selves with the history "r "1 fear or favor.

community. Mr, Nichols k .
i From the time Ira Nichols ur-

1.1
vived in Iowa Falls until he'

graciously made o EHE ]
newspapers the bulk of the ma o i
i Lowght out the Sentinel an 1927,
e pomslimtly o improve

useript for the sceond honk whith i
he is preparing on lowa Fulls ;'-* L
history. We have relied heavily (55 1 the ."“’“'
indeed on these so : for much Pe3 Wi constantly
of the material wwspaper, | He put a first-rale  news-
To read thus aar the reader g Hloped one of the

would gain  the impression—at | _mu-m\' (rr\"-\u
!t:asl the rcader unocquainted |l er in ik

. He ran a sirong

with the community of lowa Falls | part
it c commu LB He eovered the

:Eur'n;.: the last 50 years—that Mr, _'-'d "“ "']
Wicho!ls was and is a hera without
blemishes or detractors, That is|
fur from the case. 1
For if Mr. Nichols has been iR
the meost remarkable character !
of the second 50 years in Iowa
Falls, he has likewise been the
ost controversial, with much
of the controversy, if not delib-
crately., al least! quite know-
ingly brought on by himself.
‘He has for almost 60 years been
either directly in the middle or
on the sidelines backirg some-
one directly in the middle of
every communily difference of
opinion. fwith a
He has loved cvery minute of |in
. whether he was mak-ng enes

sHIH O plu:« i
vaeray  that
zh .lmk and

« a week for more

sver hurt

die

with all po-
1 he wis e
member ol
. He fought 3
s Ih'\\‘sl\.’lrll.‘r?
le was forever
s the “eour! house

fthe R

mws i menibg  frcnds, Even! tdarx  In the davs
those who appreciate him thelw waper editors spoke
least, do not for a4 sinzle moment : thear manas an v that wure

underrate him, Even witlun the  haghle peisonal, Nw

lust five yeurs, when he was well| u:!u(l by the ALl
past his BOh birthd Mre, Np “having heen b i o bawdy
chols sueveeded quite readily in ]||.-||-- { a conine
nz o considerable group '.r..\r [THT 3
s A this cemmmumily Michols valied

s wis des-

a good Juke.

s Phonograph

I. A, Nichols

which  were handed  buck  and
forth m the journals of opinion—
which they deflinitely were—at
ihe turn of the centuey.

Throuzhout his life, Ira Nichols
has beea scornful of many things,
He makes no bones about it He
is frankly disdainful of his fellow
mun, Having Hide putivies with
their tendency o conform, to
flozk together, to folivw the lead-
er, 1o do the aceepted thing,

Innumerable times he poured

out his scorn in his book on the
service clubs, on “the tribe,”
as he refers fo rank and file,
on “babbilry,” on journalism
schools. on most business prac-
tices of the last 50 years, and
particularly on the caliber of
the businessman who now pre-
vails in Towa Falls and other
similar communities.

In his manuscript for his forthe
coming hook, Mr. Nichols reports
that he finds o dearth of out-
istanding men and women during
ithe second 50 vears. He decries
ithe lack of rupged personalities |
;.'md fearless mndividu;
'pioncer davs und de
|“the conungz of (he
third generation, the sl stations,
chain stores, service clubs, pianl
rautomebile and farm nachinery
and telephone eorporations and
nther  corporate  interests,  all
these thinzs have reduced the
population o the common level
ol nlr'(.lfl(rlh‘ Tae neople have
L] 0 0TS,
m this buos e from
zover of pi . I have

trouble .llh.‘m, any  mreat
number of outstanding and lead-

. ina men and women whose works

live alter them,”

When Ira Nichols stiited nows.
pupering in Iowa Falls, r Was
set by hand and the presces were
powered by hand, hrru-u‘l:* lumps

ne began ne

]2
Falls. He camne hee pe a:-
¥ penniless and within
years after his val. he

had paid for his newspaper. bui
i home for it—the bt lding sifl

stands (now nccupied by lhr.- ‘\‘wa-
ing Moachine Shopl—. built a
home for his & wnd bought g
120-acre farn:.

For the mos! parl. Ira Nich-
ols shied away lfem pubiic oi-
fice of any kind. He refused the
posimastership in lowa Falle
he did serve on lthe school
board for a time, and was a
member of the legislature dur-
ing the first World War, He de-
clined to run for a second ferm

erritorial :and,State—haglsIatqa\ Collection mhp]ledlbylvmlteers andstaffiatthe State H|st0r|m$¢$qctem,afdpwa\hlbrary‘

FALe b o
e, Shast thew

ekt TN, S
fear 'tt Jeast 40 \wr: I ..,t' 4
have in common.

i The list here 12 1n no Wa¥ tmplite {or those «
been residents since at Jeast 1915 Othars who m
in this catepory sre included 56 the stories of p
[:rnfu:nmn.ur iroups. SUN others noeferred not ¢

| cluded, And !nm Iy, 1t was of coupe yh)aic.-

b osibility 1o include all of our e wnd more o
Editor's note.)

John Berficld
When John Berficld w.u a)ked
iwhere he was brn he repled | ,'”

Ol e T HY AP RART A
sally left llinnis and arrived 0 ,\‘ Ay

Jowa Falls in 1209, snd opersted: |

ja store here until his reurememt,

tseveral years ago. His weerly ad-"
{vertisement was in the formof a' et s
chatty talk with the public and -~ ° "7 ¥ 5-:
was always signed "OMBS ; E‘i‘ﬁlt’l:l T8
J He served on the city ‘uu‘*’li s aley was

LY

nir af i
i

for 24 years and has been active; 3 at Grand De
County, 1L He n
*in many eily projects. He . is.a Claviing oo Aug 2

]
of the Congregations! or iy

and

On Ur. 19, 1823, he marricd
Miss Mary Slygh who died sew:-
al years ago. Their chiidren e
Doris, Ceeil, Margery. and Tid
] Ernest A, Westbury
| Mr. Westbury was torn in Fu- h

# : as beer

test Cily, and arrived in Iosale 7
Fulls in 1907, He was in the sht | o oy :

in {' ST, i

busineas here for 45 years urd E i A 1. Stri

during all that time bhas bun 2

very active 1n community affa . :l-f- 5L Iu:-\-:
; o is :ajand came 1y Juv

He was on the city counci : 1913, Hu bn <on ._m_.,

s

since o
He joine
partmen®

1914 and a member of the pe : Lo
Luwrd from 1852 to 1852, He the tailo:.s
fession,

been a director of the Iowa Fal i
Building and Loan Associa, 311922 and
since 1012 He was presiden: |cloth
Rotary club in 1937, presid SUnkin
golf club in 1030 und preside 1941, |
the Chamber of Commerc 523 _\‘-gs
11920. He has been very activ. 7 deals in 1
the Masonic Lodge and § He ma
Congregational Church of 1 2iNov. 3.
Falls. daughter. Elozse S

In June, 1903, he marrieg ™ Charlie 3
Josephine Scherffins. They Charl: e Bahr wa
two sons, Edgar and Arthur =
bury.

foyemem wd T

{he was employed
ipendent Tel ep‘m..c |
.lin 1910, hc..a.. - &

L, E. Benedict

Born in Wisconsin, E. E.
dict arrived in lowa Falls
1888. While poing to hig:
in 1890, he worked in the

store in the building non -
pied by the Cigar asnd °
store, After graduntion
school. he started as
the post office and
assistanl posimaster.
begun as bookkeeper in th
National Bank in the
now occupied by the
State Bank. Luter, he
cashier and held that p
til 1932, Since that
been in the real esiate
ance business,

Among other positin
past are the following:
ol it lowa Falls Busd
Loan  Association, city
man. president of Rotus
president of Commur
(now Chamber of C
presideat of gelf club.
cellor commander of K
_| Pythiae,

He was married Dee I
to Katherine R: i
them was born on
cdicl, now of Detrist

2 West Side.
- has wired

linux,'lm:- Pa
Minnie Bu!
{ Mrs, Bulwk
- .F.i..( 3-6 has
imost of her

'S\ Ivanus -\da

l BPR in ﬂ-\
’.\'}‘ars. In 1803, 3
|fied Prof A E. Bull
.27 director of the El‘“
\'a.o:} of Mas:

taugh: a: -
1903, has been aca
vy the Ellswor i
for many 1
-l'ne"nbc. of the len*
Ivatory giee club.
| _She iz a member
Falls Methodost Che
PEO. Sisterhond sic
a one time was aft
the Mondax :
*land Professinan: W
i1and the Paythian St
Archie Cla
Archic Clurk was t
ley and in Sepremsber
: 10 lowa Falls He
“"‘J—)u‘lc Dixon res

Mr. \\‘alko. s hirthplao
Alexandria, N H. e ¢
wa Falle in 1804, an
Ing year, on Sepl. 1
o i\)tiss Outilie Hof

Mr. Walker has hel
of F'Dmmr.‘r::r in e
0¥ ytais He waes ol
er for almost 30 yea
president of the Po
and Savings Bank,
msurance for 20 »
Puast master of the Ma
Lodge and holds a ce
S0-years membership

ganization.

chtered army sos

B Molres, Jowa: A
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Gade and His Gas Engine

ight Indusiry to lowa

hol deseribed Carl
b | smarkable nnd
w b, in the second

» Towa Falls history. In
wace in this newspaper
reason 10 guestion Mr,
(RS TR T T = YIS I = T T

s Ladl)

yalns hat
amly was a unique and
e person during the
varz or so of this cen-

ime onto the seené via
*, He was born in 1878
900 owned land near
vadued nt $75,000, Byt
other fields where Carl
v leave his greatest
1
o 1800-1903 Carl CGade
sartnership with a man
me of William Harden-
1 Missouri and had per-
patented and brought
rat stages of production
sed gasoline engine.
‘wed their operation in
we hall losatod where
Deest Motor company
=, But their new engine
ar beyvond their fond.
ind shortly they moved
it Side where eventu-
manufacturine opera-
:d the erection of the
zaring the name of the
Company—presently
1w John Strohbeen—as
reral of the other large
idings in that part of

qry 1806, the firm wan
engines all over the
Nussia, India, Ceylon

places, They opened a
ictor 1 Canada, a
fiee Alaska, they
agine.. vy the carload
307 the company was
double shift of men,
2n io the shift. working

T

Falls

night and day,

Dut that wa: not gl 1o 1905

Carl Gads went into the manu-
failiisine af deodalwa ...oobt.
tenluring of &ddzing madlilice
pur wore laper penentiva mn.
nes thot sold for a8 much as
3400 or $5.000 und wore in con-
siderable demand to help drain
areas of the midwest where
swamp condltions prevailed,
- Later, about 1910, Mr. Gade be-
gan the manufacture of farm gat-
es and hog racks which were in-
vented by John Hibner, a farmer
acar Jowa Falls, Another new
building was add>»d.

But things changed. First the
electric motor came into the pic-
ture and took the place of the
gasoline engine, The engine mar-
ket witherad away. The cther
manufacturing operations failed
to prosper ard gradually went out
of business, Then Carl Gade re-
turned o the land business. That
waz i the 1520's, He bought
heavily in Mitchell and Floyd
counties. It is roported that Gade
did not know exartly how many
acres he owned or had equities in.
It is assumed that it is something
like 5.000. The land boom of the
20's wiped ‘'him out.

Car! Gade is stil! living, now
badly crippled with arthritis. The
business which bears his nam:
now managed by John Strohbeen
is largely concerned with the
manufacture of auto hilches,
known ns the Swurdi-Hitleh, and
other specialty lteme In  the
blacksmith line. It has one man
on the road selling and distribut-
es over wide areas of the entire
country. The Sturdi-Hitch reguir-
es reasonably little in the way of
labor and the foree nt Gade Mip,
company now consis!z of three or
four men,

been a director of the

lity: Production Credit:Falls, however, for he has been ! PoArd member of the Legion: past

tee has farmed in the
. vicinity for 30 vears
i vears has been wvice

sf the American Farm- |

| Insurance Companies
and casually) of Des

Bess Lutterman
tterman was born in

in 1892, the daughter
atting, who won fame
survivor of the Charge
1t Brigade. Mr. Culting
acer railroad man and
igineer of the first reg-

to come [rom Cedar'

rried P. 0. Bjorenson

his univn  were born
dren—Eli:. of Phila-
ho has twi duughters,

Cedar Rap.-ds whn has
ter and Rog-r of Iowa
s s one  daugiites,
+ after Mr. Bjorenson's
marrird Gooorge Lut.

{llam Dunning

riny was born in Eng.
WY and Janded

tes 1* %9 and in luwa
09, | ¢ his G wears
i3 hew drainuge co

o Justice of the Peace
und for threc
the schoul
her, 1573, he
Luastiec. Their
Mulie

i

vere four:

de- !
Jiee (1 laxS.O,U mré‘ﬁwa

t fur A0 vears. angd Wil
married and has one

in the:

| from many activitles in Jowa
an nssessor for cight years, is a
member of the Public Library
Board, wns o Goll elub direetor
(in the 1020%%), is on the Red
Cross board, nnd the Park Board,
{In addition, he has served for two
iterms on the Chamber of Com-
. merce board of directors, is a past
| master of Mason’s Home Lodge
vandl & past commander of the
| Knights Templar,

i

v | OF

1 . [ B
the Jowa Falls school | Telephone Company, he rrairedlrh“"""‘]"“ 4 BY,
six years and for nine lin March, 1046, He did not retive | Lodse: one of three organizers of

1803 unti] 1015, He served as o
member of the school board for
12 vears.
Clittsrd A. McCullough

“Clrr" McCullough wasx born
in lowa Falls but during his
sehool years, he moved uway
frum town several times as his
futiver wus o ruilrvad conductur
|t-n the B.C.R. & N. and Ruck Ixl-
T B A -

: - A= o e e

e elitked in the Bainele £akd.
ner amgl Shipleg-Minger  stores,
| He heiped o slart the first cash
tand carry store in lowa Falls in
11915, For 18 years, he was o vol-
unteer fireman so he saw the
fransition from the two-wheel
cart tn the motor age in fire
equipment. e has been in the
U. S. postal serviee at our local
olfive rinre December, 1816. Frum
1025 until 1949, he was assistont
postmaster.

On June 4. 1913, he maurpizd
Miss Jeanettie L. Bogic and to
them was born one daughter, who
dicd in Infancy.

Cliff H. Warnock

Among the many outstanding
eilizens of lowa Falls, none has
a more active and useful record
than ChiT Waruoek. e has serve
ed on comitter aftey commitice
and hus been an officer in muny
organizalions.

He was born in Henry county,
Hlinois, at Annawan, [l After
three or four months. he moved
{o Kawanee. (1., wnere ne grow
up, coming v Jowa Falls on
Thanksgiving Day in 1000
went to Elsworth Coliege for
2's years, was connected with the
Home Savings Bank during the
summer of 1911, This was consoli-
dated with Citizens Savings Bank
in the fall of 1912 and was known
as the Peoples Trust and Savings
tB.’Iﬂ‘n’.. M
tbank until April 1
11018, e has Seor
me and lean oz
known as the Tows Falls
Savings and  Loan,

Other activities include moem-
berzhip on the board of trurtesse
the Methodizt Church: past
commander K, P.

i924. Since
he build-
wialion, new
Federal

the American Legion and alsn a

ipresident of Rotary elub; treasur-
|er for several years of the Elks
telub: offieer and direetor of the
VHighland Golf elub: otficer of the
old Zuma ciub.

On August 17, 1920, he married
 Miss Anita M. Adams. They have
lone daughter and one grandehild,

Helen Milliken Thalman

Warnock was with this:

Nichols — —

(Contimued from Page 1)

slthough his majority in the
first election was more than a
thousand,

As might be expecied Mr. Nis
chol's thinking on mntiere ecun.
omic is of the old sehool, By and
large he adheres to belicl com-

seisey Mo ilsly e an ened
Ui R e Tiaaney Wee Tl RIE
atre enret for coonemis prob-

ieme of any ond wll kinds, He ad-
herred 1o that philusopohy in his
editorials ac the depression of
the carly 30's came on, There
were no words of hope or good
cheer in Nichols' editorials az the
darkening days of the depression
came across the country, Al one
time a prominent Towa Fulls bu-
sincssmun hung n rope in front
of his place and when asked ils
purpose, dezlnred that it wax to
hang Ira Nichols—=because of the
harm that he was doing husiness
conditiong In the community with
his editorials,

By 1833, however, 40 years of
Incessant toll had inken their toll,
Nichols nearly died of uleers. Al
that paint he soid his paper—and
virtundly his soul-—ite Tom Pur-
cell, son of the venerable *. mp-
tan editer, and others with w.aom
Tom associated himself for the
venture.

It is safe o sav that Nichols has
Inever been happy in the slightest
Edr'urm— with the Iown Falls news-

€ papers sinmee that time,

He immedintely buxicd himself
with the develspment of the Ni-
chuis wild life refuge which lies
just 1o the west of Union Ceme-
tery. e sapent much Ume trans-
planting  flowers gl native
ishrubs to that area, He developed

considerable herbarium, A la-
ltent interest in birds and (low-
fers that had been with lim since
% ”

very g davs was given
[free reine Hut o the same time
Be began work on dus various
T

Hig sezand vk, “Pomveer Days
in Inwa Falle™ was published in
1044

His first book "Forty Years
of Rural Journalism in lowa”
was published in 1938, It is in
many ways an aulobiography.
His third beok, “The Struggle
o Live,” is 2 collection of es-
says, editorials, and specches
which he accumulated over a
peried of many years,

Of two of these booke there

Mre. Thalman was born on a
farm five miles east of Jowa Falis, |

were 500 copies vach printed. Of
the third there were 300 copies
printed. All are out of print, Mr.

| In 1909, he married Josephine |one-hall mile south of Highway (Nichols geis continunus requests

| Esper who has passed away. His
I two sons are S. Richard of West
! Des Moines and Jim of Grinnell.
Samuel E. Gohring
Nearby Alden was the birth-

place of Sam Gohring but he left
+there in 1900 and came o lowa

Falls. Nineteen years later, he
« Inined his father and his brother,
. Ralph, in the automobile husiness
,and after his father's death in
' 1924 and his brother Ralph mov-
,ing to Nebraska, he took charge
1 of the business and has continued
tth do s0 since then,
| Sirce the business started in
11908, it has handled several mak-
ies of ci\'s and since 1927, has

spesinlized on the Hudson, Pack-
ard, Austin and Studcbaker. The
‘original Gohring Motur company
‘hod the same location as at the
I present time, 211 Stevens Streel.
| On June 12, 1920, he married
| Misg Irene C. Craig, They have
'ohe daughter, Kathryn, the wife
il\’.uf B. A Miller,

Cleo A. Wartchow

Téfritortal and-StatesL egislator:
Britt, and arrived at lowa Falls
40 yeara age on June 28th. That
same  year, he purchasad  the
P USweet Shon' from Chris Becker.

.20 and zame to Iown Falls in Feb-
|ruary, 1919, She married J. Wil-

i hey were the first
jmarried

{Conzreza:
mony g perio:
C. E. Cushmasn. Pryf, Tha
‘rected the Con
[ehoir from 1923 unsil
'his death in 1942
|has been organ

constructed |
! h cere-
ne ool !

n+ Congre-
teational Ch 1924, :

Together, the Thaiman: fuund
ed the lowa Falls Cunsc
of Music at 605 Stevens s
+September, 1525 Sinre P
iThalman's death, Mrs
!ha; vontinued the schout

Ernest (E. Z.) Welde

E. Z. Welden first saw the v
of day at 803 N¢
Falls on Nov., 30,
hislory s as
uvate of Jowa Falls hizh
1904: graduated from Is
Collepe in 1811 with de
C.E, and in 1M9 .
C,E. from same ins!
s Golleation: compiled
iColumbia; 19141016, ¢
jhridges with T Michs
[t dute with Welden 1

L SRR -

L

st in |
Witsany
Thalmaa

!
Grad-
s,

g

e

10160

for additiona! vopies from pur-
fons in the community as well us

liam Thaiman on Aug. 8. 1924, these living away from here. His
T couple to be'fourth book he hopes o have

ready {ur the publisher this sume
mer,

Was
13.

married at

May o 1951,
r children

in
v, all of whom
ihe lowa Fails
schoo's and uil of whem went
0 to college ur universities .

the N
graduated

frem

A the oldest, born m 1898,
studied ut the University of Towa,
Umiver v of Colorado, Universi-
1y *outhern Califurnis, Unis
¥ ¢ Oxfo:d in Engiand, He
his a doctor's degree, has been
debate coach and sperch instruc-
' he University of Southern
Californin sinee 1821 He is the
a rollege textbook and
¢ president of the speech aseos
! of America. He has two
daughters,

LOTINeT
Leod. o sister of Mrs, Hel
Gu

»
of Towa Falls Al has
a
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- Wildérness—Tuiﬁ'ingll

by vg]bhd?qﬁfﬁ‘gﬁd‘?taﬁ 'ét'ﬂwggfgjg Historical So

ciety of Towa

New fo Pioneers Cor

By Helen McClleod Flske
Wilderness-taming was already
6 lamidy pattern with ploneers
that came L.ral b breuk the prair-
ie =od around Towa Falls prier 10

i Sromaeil o ibbie €0l A
TR RS ga‘:.yzaunh-
ters of un carlier penerntion that
had formed the “wove™ of weyt-
ward migrition pourisg throuss
the famous old Cumberland Gap
and risking Indisn <avagess snd
the hestility of the French s
5 known then 4z the “0id
Northwest” and the “OM South-
wist” regions Iving on either side
of the Ohin River. Into this region
which was heavily woaded 2%z
is wesr tlors ns cume
land-seekers nerthern

iz fa
);.-I!!td

coming

The ¢
Hardin
tey thee £
frem %
hineet
entine
Titms
cnmu

Anot
{rom
nenter:

from the
and middie colonies, as

irom the “back couniry” of the
hilly south: and these pisneers,
who ecleared acres of forest Jand
for homes, later sent their sons
and daughlers on fo settle the
prairies of lowa.

Beeause the Lirst homesteaders (0 i
who reached the opea grasslands (4077 1
of lowa by crossing the Missizzin. 1B
pi by ferry inherited the farming §°
raditions of their forest-clearing
progenitors, they, too say 1§
for - d lund und

prefese e

mi-mhbs
Cavalr,
whnle

AL
i

Wrote Emerson Hough in de-! Othe
seril this iree n! the! the H

e oof | Al
Jand: “Perhaps it was the tres. Jackee
Jesz nature of the land which | Baugh:
carried the idea of it infertility, | townsh
Whin the first settlers veached | The
Mineids and Indiana, eoming up | Wiscor
of the Ohio river. they ! srands
choice of Umber and:Johnso
iz, Thinking the prair- The

— sinve land that cettle
eould put raise a tee certainly | Thoma
could 5—those § i wh
GCCUDHT of the ddlewest 1 Falls 1

spent a dene on or more, 3xXe exisier
in hand alimg the heavily limb-|

erea river botiom: The prairies|

wore fors in s s then Sote

could  have pru the ! 1 the
of , "':1:;;’: {came
In a few penerie o

tinns be worth §300 10 $400 wn ot o0

acre and form one of the pre i Wood

pranaries of the world” . 111ed in
Some of the variiedt setilers in lihe iz

toking up londi

Hardin cnur s
fise 2 may have bk
hronght tHe . |30 cON

“jumper piow” a8 eommnn- j"“:’.’i;':
Iv used in the cutover Jand u[“";-i- T
the irans-Alleghany sc'.:!rr,-:rr::e.lt D“db
This plow was desianed o507
ol - lowa 1
“jump” nr skirt the many ‘rﬂ“hr\-nc
stumps in the ficids, A very dif. | hor

fr=rnt sort nf “hreaking f‘s"'“‘“lwh:ch

hud to be designed for the prase m;:*:‘r-
loam of the pra © otk |and th

the fir
lMacv
and i]:‘.“'“ i
tonk lw:dom
» Slow 12
one dr:

< r darvill

s h T
farmers

ol I ) 1bv thei
- Faiine L fa fow ¢
New York Siate carava:

Pioneers sroen mural New York ‘i'“- be.
at an early dale "'- ‘"“
who seitled 1n Buckeyd F” chil
3 near Scuth Furk Creck
¢ Cullaze =n
it Kinney and b
Eanis, cume 30 1845
1 Cheénurnp couniyv.
: W the pra

the

A bosther of ‘
came.in and hoarded

.raaFKerS J’Oé%.pe& jQwatn |

t¥ jTailroad
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L RETH Los vl Rumith e 10 ey cioe e ! I e
. Lt Wornnirk wae with this
pidves They opened 1 the road selling and dim-nhul-“'.""" M ‘.: "." ,I ;",ql Sitice
actiny in Canada,  #[es over wide arens of the t-nlln-"’;'l-"r: Jnn .-]{ Tols i.u "
e i Alaska,  they feountry. The Sturdi-lliteh reguirs G b b

ngines by the carload
907 the company was
double shift of men,
en to the shift, working ! four men.

the lewa Falle .":hnnl|T.'-!cp!'|um- Company, he retired
six ol fur nine | in March, 1048, He difd pot rstige
Ly evter of the | from  many  scvities  In

ugtion Credit

Lan nssessor for eight y

tee has farmed in the | member of the Tublic
vicinity for 30 vears
iowears hns been viee
itk Lhe Anjerivan barme

Insurance Companies
and casualty) of Des|

Al jj\-

E;":Js;hl;m]r%n;ﬁfgil h‘\u' arx

Bess Lulterman

in 1892, the dnughter Knlghts Templar.
itting, whe won fame |

wer railroad mon and | Des Moines and Jim of Grinnell.
gineer of the [irst reg- Semuel E. Gohring
to come from Cedar |

ried P. O, Bjorensen 'there in 1900 and came to lowa
s union were born! Falls. Ninctees years later,
iren—Ellis, of Phila- | joined his father and his brother,
1o has two duughters, | Ralph, in the automobile husiness
Cedar Rapids who has jand after his father's death in
er and Roger of Towa! 1924 and his brother Ralph mov-

thns one daughter, | ing to Nebraska, he took charge
after Mr. I'jorenson’s | of the business and has continued
marrird George Lut-!to de so since then.

Since the business started in
1008, it has handled several mak-
ies of cats and since 1927, has
spezialized on the Hudson, Pack-
]ard, Austin and Studebaker., The
: .o | Original Gohring Motor company
‘9. During his 16 years, pad the same location as at the
t heen a druinage COM= | oresent time, 211 Stevens Strocl,

t Justice of the Pesce |6, 5une 1o 1920, he marrie
years and for three|

wember of the schoo!
September, 1373, he
Die J. Leslie. Their
ere four: Mable (de-! Cleo A. Warlchovw i
ice (Hager), Florence | M7 Wartchow was born at

b i, | Britt, and arrived at lowa Falls
for ‘ars, and Wil |
marl nd hox one.'w years ago on June 28th. That

same year, he purchasad the
“Sweet Shop™ from Chris Becker,
y E. Johnson taking possession on July 4, 1815,
Jsseo, Minnesola, Moy (In the fall of 1817, he sold the
mme e Inws  Felis|ehop to Horry and Nick Porgakis,
1833, He was connect- The next year, he worked for the
Babcock Garage from | Roberts and  Rinchart Grocery
). was an extra engin- gnd glso in the Milier Burton
kman for Swift & Co. | Grocarv. Later. in 1921, he was
‘0 1922 and from 1022 |associated with the Burrows de-
shipping clerk for the: paviment store and in May, 1022
Company. From 1925|wi1.f: Hail's department store. In
was carrier and clerk | March, 1934, he moved to St
‘a Falls post office, 18 I Louis but returned to lown Falls
1 On Nov. 12, 1020, |inthe fall of 1942 and worked for
Miss Alice Himmel the Peterson hardwnre store for
v were born three chil- 915 vears, In 1045, he was assicte
ie E.. Caroline W. (El- {ant manager and secretary at the
ugene W, tElks club and remained there
. Lora Dow | for nine years. He has also been
Mrs, Dow arrived in!secretary for the Masons Home
her birthplace hav- | Lodge and recorder for the Com-
‘enterville, lowa. She |mandery for several years.
from lowa Falls high| His wife. Gertrude Warlchow,
he class of 1901 andlis very active in the ameorican
‘ears after graduation |Legion Auxiliary as well as in
perator with the Cen. | other organizations. She has heen
Telephone company. |2 past matron of the Eastern Star
1904, she married Er-|Order, also.
w and in the same Claude H. Koon
sws moved to Esther-| Mr, Koon's birthplace was Pee-
they lived until 1918, latonica, 1. He came to Jowa
1ey operated Siloam |Falls in the summer of 1884, July
ad  after Mr. Dow's|l, 1893, he went to work for Flis-
‘42, Mrs. Dow contin- [worth and Jones and continued
intil 1946, She is now [with them until Jan. J, 1913, at
with the H. M, Lutz which time he opened a loan of-
and Insuranze office.|fice for himself in the Peoples
s had two children—| Trust and Savings Bank building.
Behnert of El Paso, | He still occupics the same oflice
Donald W. Daw oflroom for his personal business,
Calif. Mrs. Dow is aiHe retired from aclive business
the Baptist Church, of |on Jan, 1, 1950,

“he DLAR, of | On April 19, 1300, he was mar-
nd is secre- ried to Miss Mabel Clay. Their
eass  Jf the Ladies!son, Maurice, lives with his fam-
thering  which  has|ily in Des Moines.
afon Cemetery. Mr. Koon has always heen ac-
3. A Bruce tive in musical affalrs in Towa
Hempton, lowa, Sam|Falls. He was a member of the
ied Jowa Falls on May | Metropoliten  thenter orchesira
fter 40 years employ-
the North.Sourcel

liam Dunning i
sing was born in Eng- |
i9 ond landed in the!
es in 1889 and in lowa

'one daughter, Kathryn, the wife
|0f B. A. Miller.

Ecs
Calie

+ Bc

es reasonably Iittle in the way |.|"1"““ e :‘J';:-”Ir-'w. }
lubur and the foree nt Gode Mg, [RIVea0 s the dowa
company now consists of three or [*

Towa | the Ameg
[Fulls, however, for he has been | Dosrd membes of the Legion: past
o : « s pipresident of Hotiry elub, treasurs
Library €7 100 several vears of the Elhe
Board, wns a Golf club tlil’i:c'.urii"%iugjr-;”fl'.'t roand dire
ol *

one .I' it
In addition, he has served for two
terms on the Chamber of Com- .
I metce boar L ol di;-ermrs. is a past|On¢ daughier and one grandchild,
| master of Mason's Home Lodge!
terman was born in:and 4 pest commander of the!

In 1809, he married Josephine g:'-"”illff mliii‘ squ:h r‘."u"'."h;"".:"
survivor of the Charge | Esper whe has possed awny, His and come to lowa Fallx in Feh-
ll]rim:d:-. Mr (‘ulti:g [1wo sons are 8. Richord of Wost [ruery, 1010, She morried J. Wil

Nearby Alden was the hirth-| Aoy Rk
| place of Sem Gohring hut he Jeft ::;Té‘"ﬁ:;":;, (‘J,u“'
Ha €. E. Cushman, Pr ali

'rected the Congregational
{chosr from 1923 until the time nf
chis death in 18420 Mrs,

Suvings  amd Lean
0:

deVilies |

hip on the b

| rh
|], ! theee organizers of

T8
Wi Legtlon wivdl alatr o

tor uf the

nd Goct elube od g nf Yo
i 9

On Aug

| Mizs Anila

st 17, 1920, he married
M. Adams. Thes have

Milliken Thalman
Thalman was born on a!
ive miles east of Jowsa Falls,

Holen
£

farm

llam Thalnan on A 1024,

L geatiwides gl 3

| 1ot

o reeme | 3
mem- Ly .

They were ‘he
married in the

cores
Rev, |
di-
vhurch

Thalman |
has been organist a ths Caongro.
gational Chureh sinee 1994, :
Topether, the Thalmans f{ound. |
ed the Jowa Falls Conservatogy |
of Music at 605 Stevens street in|
September, 1925, Since Prufessor
Thalman's death. Mrs. Thalmun
has continued the schoo!,
Ernest (E.
E. Z. Welden

2) Welden |

of day at 803 N

h Main Sire
oy

Girag- !

1904; yraduated from lows State,
College in 1911 with degree B.S |
C.E. and in 1919 with deures of
C.E. from samepe institution: 1911
1213, building railroad in British
Columbia; 1914-1916, contracting !
bridges with T. Michaclsen: 1916,
to dale with Welden Brothers of !
Towa Falls except 18 moaths with |
Uncle Sam's boys in Fianee,
Since 1022, he hox worked 10
produce permanent bridpcs and
other civic improvemonts,

In 1922, he married He
meiee, They have three chi? fren,
Mnlly, Dave and Ann, amd oven
grandchildren.

George W. Beobe

No one has contributed more (o
the musical life of lawn Falls
than Grorge Beebe whn hag Jed
bands and instructzd in bund in.
struments since 1880, For vears
he direzted the local hand. he or-
ganjeed the public  schun]
band here, and in addition, he
trained bands at Ellsworth. Web-
ster City, Radeliffe and Williams.
He has played with ether bands,
also. for al the World's Fair in
Chicago he plaved for almost
three months. and was a member
of Karl King's band which per-
formed at the State Fajr.

He was born in Iowa Falls on
Aug. 5, 1870. In 1898, he married
Miss Marie Cummings and to
them was born nne son, Paul, in
1800,

In 1925, he opened a musie shop
in Iswa Falls where he sells band
instruments and sheet musie,

William A. Middleton

Mr. Middleton's record as a
public servant is indicative of his
interest in affairs in Jowa Falls
for he served as eouncilman for
eight ¥ears and for six years, 1924
to 1930, he was the mayor of our
town. He also helped to orpanize
both banks and is now a director
of the Citizens State. He helongs
to the Mason Home Lodge. He
was born in Harrison county, lo-
wa and came to Iowa Falls an
Des, 1, 10802, For 12 yenrs, he
travelled for the wholosale groe-
ery business. He built the Rex

firmt

v oreitorialiand-State: Ledislator HilEaon totgjiger by volu

Nl reat
it il ween with Lumn o sinee
very ey davs R guvien
Bt at the satme Lime
ar e lig

s

ingan w

Vil

Fhis weemnged ie
In Fowa Falls
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His first beek "Forty Years

of Rural Journalism in lows"
wias published in 1938, It iz in
many ways an autobiography,
His third bosk, “Thnlsuu_gilq
0 R LD LR
which he accumulated over a
period of many years,

0f two of these books
were 500 copies each printed, Of
the third there were 300 copivs
printed. All are out of print, Mr.
Nichols gueis continunus TeQUEsTE
for addlitionn) eopies from pere
song in the community ox well yy

st Days
sinhed 311

thuse living awawv from here. His
fourth book he =5 10 have
ready for the publisher this sum-
mer.

Mro Nichol: was married a1
Traee April 15, 1895, 1o Miss
Elsic M. Gemmell. Mr: Nichols

passed wway in May of 105].
There were tour children in
the Nichols family, all of whom
wtaduated from the lowa Fails
schools and all of whom went
on to college or universities .
Alan, the oldest, born in 1898,
ftudied 4t the University of Towa,
Univers.iy of Colorado, Universi-
Iy of Ssuthern Califoraiz. Uni-
versity of Oxford in England. He

tsuw the Jight'has a doctor's degree, has been
o, | debate coach and speech instruc-
llown Falls on Nov. 30 1865 11
(life's history i as follows:
{Miss Irenc C. Craig. They havei”"“’ of lIowa Falls high sehnn, |

tor at the University of Southern
Culifornia since 1921. He is the
nuthor of a college textbook and
vice president of the speech asso-
ciation of America. He has two
daughters,

Guerdon, born in 1900, is mar-
ried 1o the former Dorothy Me-
Leod, o sister of Mrs. Helen Fiske
of lowa Falls. Guerdon also has
a doctar's degree. has served on
university (aculties at the Uni.
versitles of Nebraskn, Colarado
and Arkansas. Al present he is
dean of the college of arts and
sciences at the Univel of Ar-
kansos. He has two daughters and
a son.

Margare! was horn in 1905,
She attended Grinnell enflege,
graduated from the University nf
Nebraska, was gradunte lbrarian
of Columbia University, She was
later employed in public libraries
of Des Moines. Brooklvn, New
York, and East Orange, N.J. She
is now married and lives at Bay-
side, N.Y. She has three sone

Ira. Jr. (Bo) born in 1911, is
the only ene of Mr. Nichols® chil-
drea tn fnllowe the
journalism, B

wrofession of
; 20 atieded the Uni-
versity of lowa. served in the
armed forees in World War n
and ha: edited newspapers at
Beresford, S.D. and Montelln,
Wis. Since Mrs. Nichals' death in
May of 1951, Bo has been a fre-
quent visitor at his father's home
on the south side of Towa Falls,
Ira Nichols, at 86, works almost
constantly researching with pro-
fessional skill through nld news-
paper files for the material that
#oes into his fourth hook and re-
calls, with a ming sharp as cver,
the colorful and histeric events
in which he has plaved so active
a part over so many years,
Amongst the old timers, the
name of Ira Nichols is 3 name of
eonsequence and significance, Yet
it is safe to cay that «no majuriy
of people that tread the sireets
of Towa Falls todav would not
know Ira Nichols by sight and
very few have ever visited with
him. Nevertheless he reads each
issue of the lown Falls news.
papers with care and has chron.

icled th i
t;;wbm;é‘;gfigidpﬁgmgtaﬂgtorical S

the name of Ira Nichnls. k
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h Fark Creek
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mney and his wife, Jane| Fron
Enms, came in 1345 from Elmira, ) rm-klt.
in Chenung county, New York, ! family
and  were the prandparonts of {Clay
Ralph Kinney, whose d:uJ:hlerh{_‘_-.- Y
and son-in-law now live on :hu]t‘hl,d::f
same homestead two miles from 1o pla
South Fork. A brother of John,
Clurs Kinney. came in 1352, and
later fought in the Civil War as
o Brigadier and shared the duly
of protocting :’.‘hc Northern front.
10 rainst Indians, <
lt!;\:;?rr '-:'m- Civil War, Clark Kin-
nev muarried Louise Coraway, the
ceremony  being performed by
Judge Parker at Eldora, and they
buiit a Jog cabin in the Cottage
neichborhood where thelr nine
chiidren, includinza their daughter
Ada Kinnexr OIr:. Andrew
Kautschy, were bora. Clark Ki.—.nt_-_\'
hroke hundreds of acres nf virgin
prairic {or his neighbors in Buck.
eve township. He bought alio.
gether 17 diff.rent pareels of
land, of 40 acres each, and donat-
ed 20 acres io the lown of Buck-
eve. During one of the severc
rariy drouths, the neighhors all
drove their hivestock {0 his farm
tn . a5 he had the
£ t» be crecied in
¢ township,

firs: Kelzeys, Charlex and
Mary Kelsey. parents of Jerrold
and Max and Mrs. A R. Calkine
came from Leroy. in Gencsee
Couniy, N-w York. in 1870,

The first Gilberts to settle in
Hardin county. parents of Dewes
and the late Charles H. Gilbert,
came from New York state: the
mother being a Hooker and a
relative of “Fighting Joe™ Hooker
of Civil War fame.

The first NeMillans to Hardin
county came from New York and
were temporarily in Ohio before
coming {o Towsa.

Ohio

From Ohin camre many of the
early familicz of lardin, includ-
ing the Carawavs, Walthals, Balls |
and Miichells. The first Mitchell |
was Moberl. who cam> in 1852
and =eftled in a log calin he
built near Eagle City. Alco settl-
ing at Eargle City was Joshua
Nal),  grandfacher  of  Herbert
Robh. ; Bkl
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annual Conference of nger fowa was held in First
Church with Dr. Roy Smith as speaker. Several
members have gone into the ministry. They are,
Ralph Collis, Donald Grooters, Charles B. Rayhill,
Russell Surls, John Gaulke, Bob Ruedebusch, Ker-
mit Culver. And Joy Love, who s the first woman to
| ‘ained a minister, Blanche Brittain and Esiclla
¢ ers served many years as missionaries. Ido
Franklin Meyer, an outstanding educator, spent 30
vears in First Church. He was responsible for
building Ellsworth into a four year standard school.
Richard Wagganer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wag-
goner is @ prominent organist in Minneapolis.

In the early 1970’ first church had a youth grcz:lp
which produced and performed the musical “God-
spell” for several churches in the area. This group
also performed at annual conference and gave many
concerts under the direction of Miss Nancy Patrick.
Pearl Hellger served as director of Christian Educa-
tion from 1966 to 1975 and Cathy Smalley is in her
15'th year as church secretary.

After 125 years the Methodists in lowa Falls can
look back with pride and look forward to greater
things in the coming years. Submitted by S. J.
Patrick

Cilizens State Bank

Citizens State Bank, lowa Falls, lowa was orga-
nized April 15, 1935 by Irvin B. Blecker of Ackley
and Edwa;rd H. Klisart of West Bend.

In addition to them, W.A. Middleton, George
Tjaden. Fred Fults and Laurence W. Wingert were
on the first board of directors.

In 1944 control of the bank passed to H.A.
Carstens, George Carstens and Harry S. Lekwa all
of Ackley. Elmer Ringoen became executive vice
president one vear carlier and held that position
until his death in 1953,

In August 1955, the Carstens and Lekwa sold
their interest to Leo Jorgensen, Dr. W, A, Johnson,
R.M. Saniee, Ray Haltom and Vinal McCoy.

On Jan. 1, 1974 interest in the bank was trans-
fered toR.E. Miller, D.F. Ruigh, R. M. Santee, T.S.
“  leand Robert Lincoln.

¢ present Board of Directors consists of R.E.
Muier, D.E. Ruigh, R.M. Santee, T.S. Gentle and
Dr. T. Graham.

Miller is President, Ruigh is Executive Vice
President, Richard Petersen, Vice President and
Cashier, George Umscheid, Vice President and
Installment Loan Officer, Dean T. Carlson, Vice
President and Controller and Douglas Hatlevig,
Asst. Cashier and Installment Loan Officer.

In 1959 the building west of Citizens State Bank
was added to make additional space. In 1980 the
building known as the Tot-N-Teen stop was pur-
chased and added to the Bank premises.

Deposits on Dec 31, 1936 were $782,000 —
Deposits Dec 31, 1980 were $43,000,000.

lowa Falls State Bank

In 1882 a bank known as the Commerical Bank of
lowa Falls was organized with a capital of $32,500.
The officers and stockholders were J.H. Carleton,
President, Wm. Wilde, Vice President, W.H.
Woods, Cashier; L.F. Wisner, E.S, Ellsworth, Wm
Wilde, L.O. Bliss, W.F. Beck, J.H. Hoag, J.H.
Carleton and Mrs. Helen Nichols, Directors. Wilde
and Bliss furnished their safe and the bank began
business in Weaver & Woods law office. By Novem-
ber 1883 the assets of the bank amounted to
$87,333.02. Deposits were $47,024.84. In the spring
of 1884 the bank put a new brick building at the
Southwest corner of Stevens and Washington.
When they moved 1o this new building in September
they changed the name to the First National Bark
and it was the First National Bank in Hardin
County. Some 30 or more years later this building
was torn down and the present building occupied by
the lowa Falls State Bank was erected. For many

s E.O. Elisworth was President of the First
onal Bank.

~s time went on conditions changed and the city
of lowa Falls was without a bank from December
21,1932 to May 25, 1933, Buring that time checks
were cashed and change made available at the city
hall. Floyd Klippel, then city manager, acted as
teller, and made [requent trips carrying cash to and

from Sdureerridiva Verritorialiand Siate Lagistators Collaction qempiled byvalunteers and staffat the State Historical Sogietyeflowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

n operation. .

In March, 1933, two or three town meetings were
held as the city hall with the object of establishing a
bank. To this erd the following committee was
appointed: D.W. Repp, L.W. Coleman, W.A.
Middletor, W.E. Weldon and LLA. Nichols. This
committee made contact with the Charles E. Wal-
ters Company of Omaha who were making a busi-
ness of instailing banks. A preliminary meeting was
held in the office of I.A. Nichols and arrangements
were made to present a proposition to the people of
the community, which was done April 21, in the
supcrior court rooms in the library.

The bank was to be called the lowa Falls State
Bank and to have a capital of $25,000 plus a surplus
of $5,000. A.C. Thornburg of Deshler, Nebraska,
and R.L. Koethe of the Walters Company bought a
little over half the stock, and the community, the
remainder. With dollars as big as they were at that
time, this was no small accomplishment. Sale of the
stock was completed by May 3, 1933,

On May 11, 1933, twenty-eight stockholders met
at the library and chose the following directors: D.R.
Repp. J.W. Capwell, Dr. R.M. Smith, W.A. Midd-
leton, A.C. Thornburg, L.A. Nichols and W.E.
Welden. W.E. Welden's place on the board was
taken by his son R.W. Welden, who is now a
director. Dr. R.M. Smith was chosen President,
W.A. Middleton, Vice President, A.C. Thornburg,
Cashier, L.L. Winterfield and L.C. Jorgenson,
Assistant Cashiers. In August of that year, Mary
Repp was hired as the first bookkeeper.

A.C. Thornburg's stock was sold in 1946 to F.A.
Rummel of Williams, lowa. Mr. Rummel was

resident until he sold his interest in 1952 1o Robert

/. Barlow. Present officers are: R.W. Barlow,
Presidents: Roger E. Bjorenson, Exec. Vice Pres..
Arthur Dunn and R.W. Welden, Vice President;
Keith E. Schwebke, Vice President and Cashier;
Lorraine Bitters, and Lorraine Troutner, Ass't. Vice
Pres.; Mary Anderson Donna Olsen, and Evelyn
Pierce, Ass't. Cashiers. Directors are: Don W.
Barker, R.W. Barlow, Mrs. Jerene Barlow, Roger
E. Bjorenson, William J. Harris, and R.W. Welden.
Arthur Dunn is honorary director.

Business beganin the present building on May 25,
1933 and the deposits the first day amounted to
$25,000.00. The bank has continued to progress and
on December 31, 1980 the capital structure and
reserves was $2,162,809.00 and deposits were
$24,594,622.00. A modern motor bank was added in
1960 and the motor bank was reconstructed and
doubled in size in 1977.

Citizen Printing Co.

lowa Falls had been settled for some 10 years

before Marcus Woodruff came from Eldora to

ublish the first issue of the lowa Falls Sentinel on

¢. 13, 1865. But Woodruff was not a stranger to
the city.

A native of New York, Woodruff had been a
bookkeeper and teacher before heading west and
landing in lowa Falls in 1855. He helped survey the
original town, picked out a corner lot, built the first
frame building on the street and opened a land and
law office with John F. Brown.

His interest in Republican politics later took him
1o Eldora where he became deputy county auditor
under J.D. Hunter, who also published the Hardin
Sentinel in the county seat. Woodruff later bought
that paper and in the fall of 1865 decided to move it
to lowa Falls, retaining the Sentinel name.

In April. 1871, the paper was sold to O.W.
Garrison, who later had interests in the Waterloo
Courier and Dubuque Daily Times. It was in 1883
that the Citizen appeared on the scene Lo offer
competition and this competitive situation contin-
ued until 1927 when Ira Nichols, Citizen Publisher,
bought the Sentinel and closed its doors.

The Timesentered the picturein May. 1948, after
E.C. Cassill sold the Alden Times to the Citizen
Printing Co. Then, the Times became the first-of-
the-week paper and the Citizen came to be pub-
lished later in the week.

Among all of the publishers and editors of the
lowa Falls newspapers, none was more colorful and
well-known than Nichols.

speaking his mind. Above all else. he was a “good
newspaper” man who knew his business, paid his
bills and was rough on his competition.

Nichols' career covered the yearsof 1895101933,
but he was still sufficiently active in lowa Falls to
offer plenty of advice to Carl Hamilton who took
over as editor and publisher in 1948. The pioneer
editor also authored several books, two of which are
authoritiative histories of lowa Falls.

Hamilton, 0o, garnered his share of recognition
and honors during his 14 years with the newspaper.
He also became well-known for his strong and
thoughtful editorial positions and earned the Bent
Cane Award of a statewide press club and the
Master Editor—Publisher Award of the lowa Press
Association. He left the newspaper at the end of
1961 to head the Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication at lowa State University and
in 1965 became the University’s vice president for
information and development.

Hamilton was succeeded by Charles Davis who
still operates the newspapers. The last 20 years have
been marked by great changes and advances in
printing technology and many of these found their
way into early use at the Times-Citizen. The award
winning ways of earlier years have continued and
the Times and Citizen have received numerous state
and national honors for editorial and news excel-
lence. Like Hamilton, Davis is also a recipient of the
fowa Press Association’s Master Editor-Publisher
Award.

North Hardin County Chapter

American Red Cross

On May 8. 1917, LA, Nichols became chairman
of the lowa Falis chapter. Soon he had organized
chapters throughout the county. He was owner of
the Hardin County Citizen and when he wrote his
published history of lowa Fallsin 1950 he told much
of the early days of the Red Cross.

For a few years in the early twenties the whole
county was one chapter, but it didn't work well, so
lhgerc has been two chapters in the county since
1923.

The Red Cross is mandated by congressional
charter to provide service to military and depen-
dents and emergency care in time of disasters.
Between the two world wars, the Red Cross became
involved in safety programs.

The Red Cross is primarily a volunteer organiza-
tion and throughout the years many have helped
with their money or services. In 1976 three local
buildings with apartments were destroyed by fire.
Because more than [ive families were involved. the
National Red Cross sent a trained disaster worker
who wrote disbursing orders for emergency help for
eleven persons, including two pairs of eye glasscs.
The $2400 spent was as much as the chapter’s share
of their national fund drive.

In 1951 it was possible to purchase the building at
819 Washington Ave. as chapter headquarters. At
last the office, hospital equipment, sewing
machines, first aid and water safety supplies etc.
could be under one roof.

There was a place to pack the community Christ-
mas boxes and to have Tovland for children. Until
the late 40's all workers were volunteers, but
increased paper work made it necessary to hire an
execulive secrelary. Beula Seney Hossler was first,
then Nettie Patten, Bess Welden and currently
Dorothy Westbury.

During the Korean conflict in the early 50°s over
800 pints of blood was collected. Seven years ago the
Human Service Club of Ellsworth college sponsored
an annual blood drive and now the local hospital
auxillary is responsible for two drives and the
Ackley Lions Club has one.

Since 1981 is the centennial of the National Red
Cross the local chapter is updating their scrapbooks.
The names of as many as possible volunteers and
events of the past years will be saved for the future.
One name should be mentioned in closing. that of
“*Mrs. Red Cross™ Mrs. Frank (Bess) Welden. She
started her volunteer work in 1933, was active in
nearly every phase of the organization, including 17
years as executive secretary. In retiring from that
job she stated "'l never retire from the Red Cross™
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Outline of Personal Historyof _I. A. wichols . . .

RESIDENCE.. .. 1owe Fells, Iowa

Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every question is important.

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR

The #Higtorical Bepartment of Joma

DES MOINES, IOWA

(This form is for use in collecting data on deceased as well as living persons. Appropriate alterations may be made in matter below.)

1. What is your name 1n sunt__. 118 _AlL0od Nichols

2. What Is your present profession or occupation?. . ... P]JL bli Bhﬁ.ﬁ. ....................................................
3, Where and when did you beg-hﬂc J-‘Bighton .+ N Dbra Ska in 18‘91 L e e e e O e

8. If borm abroad, when and where did you firsat settle in Amerlea?
...... —.
0. If you removed again before settling in your present horme, where and when was such removal? R e R
i 3 5
ioved to Gliddein, Jowa ., A0 T8 T e
10. What schools have you attended; if a graduate, when and with what degree? R

...... Greduated in I&gQ fron State Collcge at Amec with B. Sc. degroe

11. What was your father's full name? . HDI{]OI‘ NJ.ChOlS

12, What was your father's occupation?. . Fa"ﬂlcl‘and livgryan

13. What was your mother's full malden name vEllQnTQ 1’1"0110.0

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



14. Where 14 yonr parents reside at the time of thelr marriage? ... 0hiddeon, Iowa

15. What military service had your father; give ans complete as you can? . NO_I}Q R A A

16. What military service have yon hadf.... _N.QLMiD&_BXQQMWﬁhQthmnEBtWMSCQllB{;EI

17. What political offices have you held; do nof omif evén the smallest, and give ddte and place of service, if you eam? ..

18. Of what financial, religious, or educational institutions are you a trustee or director; give dates if you can?. ...

None

18. With what political parties have you bezn aflfilinted; glve dates?

.Republican

20. In what religious denominations have you a membership?

Z1. Jf you have no church membership, to what sectarian faith do you incline?

Pregoytorian or Congrogational

22, Im what societies of learning have you a membhership?. .. .

None

_..Joneo

25, Of what social clubs are you n member{ ...

25. For which of your works (as writer, sculptor, artist, architect, politician or cther constructive influence) have you the

highest esteem?

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



20. Please supply for permanent preservatiok in dfie Hisfosiesl Depariment ¢f Iowa a list of all your ks

39, Will you attach your autograph to one or more of your works and present the same to the Historical Deparfment of

Jowa for permanent preservation?

31.

DOMESTIC HISTORY OUTLINE

FIRST MARRIAGE.

35,

36

37. “What wis the full name of the father of your wife (or hashand) and where was he born?... .. ... ... . ... .. i

.. Goorge Gommel, in Now York.

38, What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (or husband)?

39, Where and when was she born?.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




CHILDREN OF FIRST MARRIAGE.

Full Name, Date of Birth. Place of Birth.

+Alan Gemmel Nichols 1898 | Iowae Falls
2. Guerdon David Nichols 1900 Iowa Falls

s. . Marggret Ellen Nlchols 1905 Iowa TFalls
Ira Alred Nichols Jr. 1911 | Iowe Falls, Iowa

4.
5 I
6. ‘

SECOND MARRIAGE.

40, With whom was yoar second marriage?

41, Where and what date WaB ThIB DUET BT . oo e L b 040 5
42, When and where was your wife (or husband) borm? it g TR

43, In what religious denomination did your wife (or husband) hold membership?

44, Where did your wife (or husband) die, if not surviving, and where and when was the Interment?

45. What was the full name of the father of your wife (or husbnnd) and where was he bornt.

46. What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (or husband)?

47. Where and when was she bora?

CHILDREN OF SECOND MARRIAGE.

Full Name, Date of Birth, Place of Birth.
1. .
B S T S R s e | e iy | e
L. AU et Tt AT TR T e s T  ors P s A TR MR
T — e A e i b s air. | i et e
B s sy i R e [ .
. S e e LU S AR RO | | SR a3 A R . G el ;

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



1930 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

ancest ry
You searched for Ira A. Nichols in Iowa
Name: Ira A Nichols
Home in 1930: Hardin, Hardin, lowa
View Map
Age: 60

Estimated Birth abt1870
Year:

Birthplace: Iowa

Relation to Head Head
of House:

Spouse's Name:  Elsie G Nichols
Race:  White

Occupation:
Education:
Military service: Vi
Rent/home value: YiEW IDAED
Age at first
arriage:
. Pargnts’
birtﬁgface:
Neighbors: View others on page
Household Name Age
Members: 11 A Nichols 60
Elsie G Nichols 59
lra A Nichols 18

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Hardin, Heardin, lowa; Roll: 638, Page: 15;
Enumeration District: 15: lmage: 42.0.

Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1930 Linited States Federal Census [database on-line ), Prove,
UT, UiSA: Ancestry.cam Operations Ine, 2002,

Original data: United States of Ametica. Burean of the Census. Fiffeenth Census of the United
States, 1930, Washington, D.C.: Nattonal Archives and Records Administration. 1930. Th26. 2,667
rolls.

Description:
Cantaining records for approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal
Census is the latgest censns released to date and is the most necent census available for public
aceess, The consus gives 15 a glimpse into the lives of Americans In 1930, and contains
infarmation about a hotisehold's family members and occupants including: birthplnces
occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names of thase listed in the
eensts are linked 1o actys

images of the w3o Census. Leamm s
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