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Above is a likeness of the late
Senator C. (O, Laffer, he
was a successful  candidate for
the Keokuk - Poweshiek county
district four years.
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Senator Charles C. Laffer,
ness man and a leader in Republican state circles, died sud-
Sunday.

jover Keokuk county.

‘ernment Since Young

T\Ian, When He Served as Sherift, With Dis-

Ever Elected in State;

Chosen State Senator in 1915, Served Four
Years: Closely Identified With Business En-
terprises Here for 45 Years.

widely known Sigourney busi-
He had been in poor health

}earq Mr Laffer was promi-

nently identified with numerous local business enterprises
and throughout his entire career was one of the strong sup-
porters for the civic betterment of Sigourney.

He was elected state senator from

the Keokuk-Powe-

shiek county district for one term—
serving from 1015 until 1919. This
was one of several offices which he
held during his career as a member
of the Republican party.

He was the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Leffer and was born on a farm
near Sigourney, November 1, 1870,
He obtained his academic education
in the Keokuk county schools and in
1889 came to learn the harness mak-
ing trade from John Q. Lewis.

Under Mr, Lewis' direetion he rap-
idly became proficient and a few
years later embarked on  his first
business venture--a harness shop of
his own,

He had an innate interest in good
government and the first position he
cver held was city clerk of Sipourney.
His harness shop became the meet-
ing place for many farmers from all
“Laffer' spoke

their language because he was a
farmer himself, He was an unusual
man, in that he learned and retained

the knowledge which he secured thru
contact with other persons, He lLiced-

ed their advice, counseled with them,
and became a keen student of human

aridigtaff at HeStete jeistorical Sheiety pilbiweckibrary, Des Moines, lowa.
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\FATHER OF SIX
BIED_ TULSDAL "

Nicholaus Peiffer, Young
Harper Farmer, Victim
of Heart Trouble

Nicholaus Deiffer, age 35, father of
six children, died at his home Tues-
day morning about 3:30 o'clock as the
result of a long illness of heart
trouble. Although he has suffered
for a number of years, he was bed-
fast but one month,

He was born near Harper in 1300,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. M. N. Peif-
fer, and he attended Saint Elizabeth’s
achoo! in Harper.
married to Iarrietta Baumert, Lafay-

the parents of six children.

The children, all of whom are less
than 10 years old include, Genevieve,
Eldora, Arden, Katherine, Wayne and
Donald.

There are also four brothers, Al-
phonso, near Keota; Ralph of Harp-
er, and Raymond and Norbert at
home and four sisters, Mrs,  John
Hammes and Mrs. John Vittetoe of
Harper, Mrs., Will Pfeiffer of New
L.ondon and Barbara, at home. Two
brothers and one sister preceded him
in death,

The funeral service was held this
merning at 9:30 o'clock at Saint Eliz-
abeth's Catholie church at  Harvper,
under the direction of the Rev. N, J.
Peiffer of Muscatine, uncle of the
Harper man, assisted by the Rev. H.

Rev. Francis Schaeffers,
the Harper church.

One Hundred Off
Relief Rolls of
County in Month

One hundred cases have heen taken
%p% work, and direet rom'f
ate
county m one mon
Marearet Tlis,

Kookuk

inee 1o Mps,

farmer himself, He was an unusual
man, in that he learned and retained
the knowledge which he secured thru
contact with other persons. He hLoed-
ed their advice, counseled with them;
and beecame a keen student of human
nature. He enjoyed the ‘“political
game” as a hobby all his life because
he never lost the common touch.

cepty minttd LNIS Yuung tueie wau ac
was named deputy sheriff under the
late James H., Barlow, who was
cheriff from 1804 to 1898. At that
!limo “Charley” was only a few years

I past his majority, yet he made such

a good deputy, that he was elected
sheriff to succeed Mr. Barlow. To
Mr. Laffer went the distinction of
being the youngest sheriff ever to
have been elected in lowa,

His first campaign was an arduous
one. With a team and buggy he
toured the entire county and he often
said he believed he had met every
voter in it. It was this campaign
which served as a foundation for a

In 1926, he was!

ctte township girl, and they became |

career which has been outstanding
in this county. “Charley” Laffer was
a plain man, the friend of hundreds
of people in this community, because
he was square with them. He prized
his reputation for keeping his prom-
ises in business and in polities.

In 1902, when he had finished his
second term as sheriff, he opened the
Jargest harness shop in  Sigourney,
employing several men. His business
prospered. He was keenly interested
in politics and started many young
men on careers in both lines, He be-
came one of the substantial citizens
of the community and was eclected as
a director of the First Trust and
Union Savings bank January 1, 1904.
He served in this capacity until his
death,

For nearly 20 years he was active
in local business circles until he sold

rolls | children, Winnie Lou
Legislators Collection co qlled yt.\'/ﬁ!Hr]tTeW ahdhstaff at the iStatel Hlistorical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

his shop to C. A. Lyons in September,
1917. Te then entered the real estate

M. Sendbueler of Saint Paul, and the I"'u")mf‘** with Bert Shanafelt. They
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partnership in 1920, when

Mr, Laffer was named a state auto-
| mobile inspector. He served until
| 1932,

He wae married ta Mollie A, Craw-
ford at Washington, February R,
1804, To them were born two chil-
dren: Mre, L. E. Wallace of Des
Moines, and Mre, W, N, Kueneman of
Knoxyille, These, and two grand-
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He was born near Harper in 1000,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. M. N. Peif-
fer, and he attended Saint Elizabeth's
schoo! in Harper. In 1926, he was!
married to Harrietta Baumert, Lafay-
ctte township girl, and they became

toured the entire county and he often
said he believed he had met every
voter in it. It was this campaign
which served as a foundation for a
career which has been outstanding
in this county. “Charley” Laffer was
a plain man, the friend of hundreds
of people in this community, because

the parents of six children.

The children, all of whom are less

than 10 years old include, Genevieve,
Eldora, Arden, Katherine, Wayne and !
Donald.
There are also four brothers, Al-
phonso, near Keota; Ralph of Harp-
er, and Raymond and Norbert at
home and four sisters, Mrs. John
Hammes and Mrs, John Vittetoe of
Harper, Mrs., Will Pfeiffer of New
L.ondon and Barbara, at home., Two
brothers and one sister preceded him
in death.

The funeral service was held this
morning at 9:30 o'clock at Saint Eliz-
abeth's Catholie chureh  at  Harper,
under the direction of the Rev, N. J.!i
Peiffer of Muszcatine, uncle of the,
Harper man, assisted by the Rev. H.
M. Sendbueler of Saint Paul, and the
Rev, Francis Schaeffers, pastor of
the Harper church.

One Hundred Off
Relief Rolls of
County in Month

One hundred cases have bren taken
off the work and direct relief rolls
of the county in one month, accord-
ing to Mrs. Margaret Ellis, Keokuk
relief director.  Her report
month of
receiving

county
showed that the
March there 471
county and federal help, as compar-
edd with 371 on the rolls in May. It
i« the anticipation of Mrs, Ellis that
the number will be cut to 200 before
July 1. She attributes the large drop
to a larce number receiving farm
labor, with some being employed by
the What Cheer Clay Prodects com-
pany.

during
Wi

ovening. The stores will remain open,

More than 5,000 big bills are being
distributed over the county advertis-
ing bargains to be taken advantape
of in the Sigourney stores on “Roost-

' rating band in thel«
élolﬁrce: lowa Territorial
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he was square with them. He prized

'his reputation for keeping his prom-

ises in business and in polities.

In 1002, when he had finished his
second term as sheriff, he opened the
largest harness shop in  Sigourncy,
employing several men. His business
prospered.  IHe was keenly interested
in politics and started many young
men on careers in both lines. He be-
came one of the substantial citizens
of the community and was clected as
a director of the First Trust and
Union Savings bank January 1, 1004.
He served in this capacity until his
death.

For nearly 20 years he was active
in local business cireles until he sold
his shop to C. A. Lyons in September,
1017. He then entered the real estate
husiness with Bert Shanafelt.  They
dissolved partnership in 1920, when
Mr. Laffer was named a state auto-
| mohile inspector. He served until
1932,

He wae married o Mollie A, Craw-
ford at Washington, February 8.
1R04. To them were born two chil-
dren: Mrs. L. E. Wallace of Des
Moines. and Mre, W, N, Kueneman of

Knoxville. These, and two grand-
children, Winnie Lou and Suzanne

Wallace, survive him.
He is also survived by his mother,

Mrs, G. W, Guild at Grinnell; his sis-
ters, Mrs. C. K. Needham of  Grin-
nell, and Mrs, C. A, Downy of Des

Muoines:; his bhrothers, James of Kan-
gas City and Glenn L. of Fort Dodie.
1is father and ene sister, Mrs, Lydia
Clubb preceded him in death.

Mr., Laffer was a member of the
I. 0. 0. I. and Knichts of DPythias
lodges and the Lions' club of Sigour-
ney. IHe was also a member of the
Methodist church.

In paying tribute to Mr. Laffer, a
prominent Sigourney man said: [
have known ‘Charley’ Laffer since he
first came here as a hoy. I never
knew him to break his word. He
would do what he said, His passing

)
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