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Was 82 VYears Old, One of the
First White Children Born
in Chickasaw County
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P. L. KEPPLE, A FORMER STATE
REPRESENTATIVE, CALLED BY DEATH

The above picture of P. L.
Kepple, better known as
“Press” by his host of friends,
was taken while he was serv-
ing as a member of the Iowa
Legisiature.
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. Panels of wood paint-
oybean oil paints and
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18 shown that soybeans
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duets that can be made
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ricties of oats, barley
which are especially
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per for members of the
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P. L. Kepple, 82, a
representative  [rom  Chickasaw
county in the Iowa Legislature,
and a life-long resident of the
county, died Tuesday noon at his
room in the Kirkland hotel, where
he had lived the last year and a
half.

Death was caused by Bright's
disease, from which he had been
seriously ill [or the past {few
weeks. Although he had not been
in good health for some time, Mr.
Kepple had been unusually active
for a person of his age until
overtaken by his final illness. Not
many weeks ago he was around
town getting signers for political
nomination papers for friends
who had decided to run for office.

Funeral Tomorrow

former

Funeral services will be held
tomorrow (Thursday).
There will be a short prayer

service for relatives at the Lundt
funeral home at 1:30, followed at
2 o'clock by the public funeral
at the TFirst Congregational
church. Rev. F. L. Hanscom,
pastor, will officiate,

As was requested by Mr. Kep-
ple during his last illness, the
Masonic ritual will he performed
at the grave by the local lodge.
As he was also a member of the
Odd Fellows, he had likewise ex~
pressed a desire that members
of this order be inviled to attend
the funeral in a body.

Burial will be made

in the
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Born at North Washington

Presley Long Kepple, the fourth
of seven sons of Daniel and
Elizabeth Byers Kepple, was born
at North Washington, Iowa, July
11, 1857, and passed away March
19, 1940, at the age of 82 years,
8 months and 7 days.

He was one o{ the first children
born in the first pioncer settle-
ments in Chickasaw county, and
was closely identified with the
county’s development and history
throughout his life,

Moved to Chickasaw as a Boy

His parents moved to the vil-
lage of Chickasaw, which grew
up on the Little Cedar River,
when he was a small boy, and
he attended district school there.
He later attended the Baptist
Seminary a Osage, Iowa, for a
short time.

He was married to Elizabeth
Rumbaugh, at Charles City, Iowa,
Dec. 12, 1883. At the time of their
marriage she was teaching in the
school at Chickasaw. They had
been children together, having
started to school at the same
time in North Washington.

They lived on farms at
near Chickasaw for nine
moving to Ionia in 1892,

Storekeeper and Postmaster
at Yonia

Here he was in partnership
with his brothers, John and Fred
Kepple, in the operation of Kep-
ple Bros. General Merchandise
Store for ten years. Ie later con-
ducted a similiar business in
Tonia, in partnership with his son,
Glenn, selling out to the latter in
1910.

He was also
Ionia for 11 years.

Mr. Kepple believed it to be the
duty of every citizen to take a
deep interest in good government
and he served as township con-
stable, justice of the peace and
trustee in Chickasaw t{ownship,
and on school boards at Chicka-
saw and Ionia. He was also a
member of the town council at
Ionia during his residence there,

Representative Three Terms

He was elected Representative
in the State Legislature {from
Chickasaw county, and served in
the 1915, 1917 and 1919 general
assemblies. He is the only person
to have served in that office from
this county for three consecutive
terms.
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Odd Fellows, he had likewise ex-
pressed a desire that members
ol this order be invited to attend
the [uncral in a body.
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—Flashlight Photo by Bob Goodsell

1en have been attending the Women’s Home ijgct Meet-
> Keasling school district, Chickasaw township, this year.

urse, they prefer to go off into the other room and play
le the women discuss their homemaking problems, but the
wd them “in class” when The Reporter’s photographer vis~
snt meeting at the Albert Wagner farm and took the above

1is time, the women had something of real interest to dem-
or them, and something the men can take part in making—
it made from a fruit box. o

cit contains necessary dishes for a family picenic, thermos
ceep drinks hot or cool, and even a first-aid kit for any
7 that may occur on a picnic. Always ready, the picnic kit
an easy task fur mother to prepare for a 1:am11y outing.

» picture, various features of the picnic kit are be‘ing dem-
by Mrs. Edmund Poppe, kneeling at left, who is Home
ader in the township; her assistant, Mrs. Earl I-Iuﬂxpan,
at extreme left, and Mrs. Lyle Huffman, standing at right.
'man is Chickasaw township Home Project chairman.

nen in the picture, left to right, are: Edmgnd Poppe, John
-ank Watson, who seems to be hiding behind Albert Wag-
r F- ‘erici, Homer Huffman, Earl Huffman, and Lyle Huff-
vsle s present for roll call, even if it is hard to find him in
e, only the top of his head being seen.) :
sther women in the picture are, left to right: Mrs, Nels
Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Homer Huffman, Mrs, Ed Griffin, Mrs.
Mys. Frederici and Mrs. Kesky,

Storekeeper and Postmaster
at Ionia

Here he was in  partnership
with his brothers, John and Fred
Kepple, in the operation of Kep-
ple Bros. General Merehandise
Store for ten years. He later con-
ducted a similinr business in
Ionia, in partnership with his son,
Glenn, selling out to the latter in
1910.

He was also
[onia for 11 years,

Mr. Kepple belicved it to be the
duty of cvery citizen to take a

postmaster at

deep interest in good government

and he served as township con-
stable, justice of the peace and
trustee in  Chickasaw  township,
and on school boards at Chicka=-
saw and Ionia, He was also a
member of the town council at
Ionia during his residence there.

Representative Three Terms

He was clected Represcentative
in the State Legislature from
Chickasaw county, and served in
the 1915, 1917 and 1919 general
assemblies. He is the only person
to have served in that office from
this county for three consecutive
terms.

He took pride in the fact that
he voted for the adoption of the
18th Amendment, giving the right
of equal suffrage to the women
of ITowa. He voted for the right
as he saw it in all things.

His long life was one guided
by Christian charity, and the
principle of the Golden Rule, and
his good deeds were many. He
believed that the right would
triumph and was of an unusually
hopeful, optimistic temperament.

He 'and his wife joined ihe
Congregational church at Tonia,
when they went there to estab-
lish their home, and both worked
and supported it as long as they
lived there.
gggrs. Kepple died in November,
1920.

Six Children

Six children were born to the
couple: Madge, now Mrs. W. C.
Hanson, Parkersburg, Jowa; Carl,
of Independence, Iowa; Trula,
of Washington, D. C.; Glenn, of
Independence; Ralph, who died
in infancy, and Gladys, Mrs. C.
M. Finn, of Durand, Wis.

There are nine grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.
His brother, C. F. Kepple, of
Garrison, Iowa, also survives him.
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