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Pa u llin a Ti mes as 01 September 28, 1882: wheat No.2 · .75 
10 .78; flax · .98; oals · .25; rye · .40; barley No.2 · 
.60; barley No.3 · .40; live hogs· 7.50; butler · .25; eggs · 
.20. 

Land could be purchased at. this lime for from $5 to $20 per acre. 

May 7,1885 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Edward Paullin have been spending a few days 

at the Mickley farm. 

August 16, 1888 
Mr. Hudson Mickley returned from his eastern trip Tuesday 

evening. He was accompanied by his daughter Mrs. D. Edward 
Paullin and her little child. 

November 1, 1888 
D. Edward Paullin arrived here last week from the east and is a 

guest of the Mickley House (Old Hotel Paullina). 

August 29, 1889 
Mr. D. E. Paullin is here on a visit this week, the guest of Mr. 

and Mrs. Hudson Mickley. 

December 5, 1889 
Mr. and Mrs. D. E. Paullin came up from Sioux City 10 spend 

Thanksgiving with frieflds here. 

February 6 , 1890 
Mr. D. E. Paullin and family are the guests of the Mickley 

House this week. 

February 27, 1890 
Mrs. D. E. Paullin and son, Tilford, returned to Sioux City Friday. 

, 
March 6, 1890 

f""\ E. Paullin and family are visiting friends here this week. 

October 10, 1895 
D. Edward Paullln, out of regard to whom Paullina gained its 

name, was in town Tuesday for a brief time. 

November 7, 1895 
The "Times" neglected to mention the death of D. E. Paullin at 

LeMars last month. He passed away at the home of his brother
in·law, J . D. Simpson. so well known here. Paullina was named 
for Mr. PauUin and his brother. 

Tuesday. October 22,1895 
The LeMan Semi-Weekly Post 

Mr. D . Edward Paullin died at the residence of Mr. J . D. Simp· 
son, his brother-in·law, at 10:15 this morning, of consumption. 
He was 38 years of age and leaves a wife and two children to 
moum his loss. The deceased was bom in llIinois and was a grad
uate of Harvard College, and for a number of years has been in 
the employ of Milmine, Bodman & Co., grain dealers in Chicago. 
He did not exhibit acute symptoms of the disease until about ten 
days ago. when severe hemorrhages began to aflllet him. These 
appeared until his death this morning. He was a son·ln-Iaw of Mr. 
Hudson Mickley. Funeral services wm be held next Thursday, 
from his late home. 

D. E. Paullin was in O'Btien County as early as 1880, contract· 
ing to buy land in this area. 

After thorough searching and researching there is no record of 
Paullina's benefactor being buried in LeMars or even Plymouth 
County, Iowa. 
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THE PAULLIN EMPIRE IN O'BRIEN COUNTY 
1883 

The Paullin land interests were reported to be a complex 01 11 
sections. Shown on this diagram are lO'h sections. They include 
all of Section 31-33·35 and south 1fi of 32 in Dale Township. In 
Union Township they are all of Sections 1·2·3·5·6-7 and the 
south 1fi o f Section 4 and the north 1fi of Section 9. The other Ih 
section was located three miles east in liberty Township . It was 
sold early. The large Paullin Ranch was located in Section 3 
where the X Is. The smaller one in Section 6. Town of Paunina is 
located in Section 9 , where X is. 
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The following biographies were taken from the 1914 Volume of 
the Past and Present of Osceola and O'Brien County. 

These men lived in and around Paullina in her formative years. 
Caring and sharing they helped guide her to the community she is 
today. 

JOHN V. ADKINS 

A record of the representative citizens of O'Brien County, Iowa , 
would be incomplete should there be failure 10 make mention of 
the name of John V. Adkins, one of the leading citizens of the 
town of Paullina. Mr. Adkins has been a resident here for over 
thirty years, during which lime great and marked improvements 
have been made in this locality. in aU of which he has taken more 
than a passing pleasure, being a man · of high ideals and more 
than ordinary civic pride. 

John V. Adkins, associated with the Bank of Paullina, Iowa . 
was born in Schuyler County, llIinois, in 1851, the son of Ezra 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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and Lydia (Verlner) Adkins, the latter being a native of the State 
of Ohio. Ezra Adkins was an Easterner, born in Connecticut In 
1824, and during the earlier years of his manhcxxl he followed the 
vocation of farming. Previous to the time of the CivU War he 
came westward, locating in illinois, where he had farming in· 
terests. There, at Camp Illinois , he enlisted as a private in the 
One Hundred and Twelfth Regiment Illinois Volunt~r Infantry. He 
saw much active service and during the siege of Knoxville, Ten
nessee' he was so unfortunate as to lose an ann. This was in 
1864, and after receiving his injury he was given an honorable dis
charge, whereupon he returned to his former home in Illinois, and 
in 1865, became interested in the hotel business at Prairie City, 
Iowa. In this enterprise he was quite successful and with it remained 
for a number of years. He followed the hotel business here for 
some twenty years, when he disposed of his hotel and became 
county auditor of Jasper County, and about five years later his 
death occurred In 1898, in the town of Newton. He was the 
father of seven cMdren, but three of whom are now ~ving. 

John V. Adkins received his schooling In his native county in II · 
linois and at the age of eighteen secured a position as clerk in a 
general merchandise store in Prairie City, this state. In this con
nection he remained for twelve years, when, desiring to be beller 
equipped for the bailie of li fe, he left Prairie City, going to Keokuk 
in 1876, where he took a complete business course, which was of 
inestimable advantage to him in later years. In 1883, he first came 
to Paullina and became associated with his brother, David, in the 
gener.al merchandise business, selling out his interest therein three 
years later. David Adkins had the distinction of being the first set
tler in the town of Paullina and followed it from its earliest begin· 
nlngs up to a thriving city with varied interests and fu lly in touch 
with the outside world. After severing his connection with his 
brother, Mr. Adkins became identified with the banking bUSiness, 
which has since claimed his best efforts and to ils present satis· 
factory state of prosperity his Industry and judgment has largely 
contributed. In addition to his interest in the bank, he had large 
landed holdings In O'Brien County and also owns his residence 
and several lots in the town of Paullina. 

In 1877, Mr. Adkins was united in maniage with Allie While, 
who was bom In 1853, at ValparaiSO, Indiana, and their union 
has been blessed with two sons, the elder of whom, Harry C., is a 
civil engineer, located at present in Tennessee, while Leigh W .. 
the younger, follows the same profession, being connected with 
the Northern Pacific RaUroad. having his headquarters at 51. Paul, 
Minnesota. Mr. Adkins is a staunch supporter of old-line Repub~ · 
can prinCiples. taking mOTe than a passive interest in the party's 
a ffairs . The family is ickmtified with the Presbyterian Church. to 
the support of which society Mr. Adkins gives libel<llly of both 
time and means. He Is also a member of the Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons. Mr. Adkins has ever had the best interests of 
the community at heart and is one of the citizens of the town 
who is willing to give something of his own time and effort to bring 
about beller things for the community. At present, he Is serving 
Paullina as its city treasurer and every movement for the better· 
ment of SOCial. moral, or material condillons finds in him a more 
than interested advocate. The qualities which have made him one 
of the successful and prominent men of Paullina have also 
brought him the esteem of his fellow townsmen, for his career has 
been one of well-directed energy, strong determination. and honor· 
able methods. 

DAVID ALGYER 

For nearly a score of years David Algyer has been a member of 
the O'Brien county bar and during that lime has been connected 
with many of the most important cases in the county. He has 
taken an active part in the various phases of his county's develop
ment and has been of very material assistance In the preparation 
of part of the history of his county for this volume. He has col· 
lected and written the history of his town and township. as well 
as given valuable suggestions on other parts of the historical sec· 
tion of the volume. 

David Algyer. the son of David and Elizabeth (Selmser) AIgyer. 
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was born at Amsterdam. New York. April 5, 1849. His father 
was the son of David and Margaret AIgyer, and his mother was 
the daughter of Martin and Susan Selmser. His grandparents on 
both sides were natives of Fulton County. New York. 

David Algyer, Jr .. was educated in the public schools of Am· 
sterdam. New York. and later took a law course. He began the 
active practice of his profession at Primghar. Iowa, in October, 
1895, and continued in the practice there for several years, alter 
which he moved to Paullina, where he is now residing. He has 
been a continuous reskient of O'Brien County since February, 
1872. and has been interested in every phase of this county's 
development since that time. 

Mr. AIgyer was married to Marie S. Gowan. November 17, 
l874. His wife was born at Sanford, Maine. October 30. 1848, 
the daughter of Orin L. and Martha (Mills) Gowan. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Algyer have been born five children: D. Ray, o f Decorah, 
Iowa; Mrs. Helen Raak. who lives in Paullina; Mrs. Edith Eperson, 
of Sioux City, Iowa; Harold M .• liVing a t Tracy, Minnesota, and 
Malcolm D., who is now in Calgary, Canada. 

The family of Mr. AIgyer are an faithful and consistent members 
of the Presbyterian Church and are interested In its various ac· 
tivities. Mr. Algyer is a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons. He was county superintendent of schools of O'Brien 
County three terms, from January 1. 1882, to January 1, 1888; 
was coroner of O'Brien County for ten years; was jus tice 01 the 
peace for ten years and has been connected with the public 
schools of O'Brien County, as director or secretary of school 
boards, nearly all of his life. In the early clays of the county he 
was trustee of Grant Township, and taught school several years 
In various parts of the county. 

WILLIAM W. BEEBE 

The gentleman whose name stands above is widely knowr 
throughout O'Brien County and is one of the honored citizens 0 

PauUina, where he is living in honorable retirement after a strenu 
ous life of activity in connection With agricultural pursuits. Th, 
town 01 Paullina is much indebted to him for the keen interest hI 
has always taken in any movement having as its object the better 
ment of the social, moral, material or educational welfare of thl 
town. Possessed of strong qualities of heart and mind, with i 

kindly consideration for the interests of others, his activities alon! 
civic lines during the years of his residence here have marked hin 
as one 01 Paullina's best and most interested citizens. 

William W. Beebe was born in the state of Michigan on Ma· 
17, 1841 , the son o f Daniel P. and Eliza Jane (Green) Beebf 
both of whom were natives of the state of New York. the fonTK 
born on September 26, 1809, and the latter on September' 2~ 
1814. Daniel P. Beebe went from his native state to Ohio, wher 
for a few years he engaged in agricultural labors, follOwing th 
same line of work in Mk:higan where he lived for some years, lat' 
going to illinois where he located in Kankakee County. At thi 
place he passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring i 
December, 1881. His widow survived him about six years. Shorf 
after the death of her husband she accompanied the subject I 
this locality and here her life closed in 1887, and she rests in H 
cemetery at Paullina. Daniel P. Beebe and wife were the paren 
of eleven children , six of whom are stil1living. 

William W. Beebe remained under the parental roof until he l 

tained his majority, receiving his education in the schools of II 
neighborhood and from his father receiving instructions in the s 
crets of successful husbandry. When twenty-one years of age I 
started out in Hfe for himself, securing work on a farm In tl 
home neighborhood and at this he continued until the year 186 
At that time war had been declared between the two sections 
our nation and with his sympathies enlisted on the side of tl 
North, he enlisted on August 5th of that year at Kankakee. 1 
nois, as a private in Company B, One Hundred and Thirteen 
Regiment illinois Volunteer Infantry. Throughout his services 
the Union he endured many hardships and privations. He w 
first injured in the right shoulder on the 22nd of July. 1863. d, 
Ing an engagement at Jackson, Missis~ippi. and was taken captl Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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BENNETT, ALBERT '1' ., is a nat.h·e of 
Massachuset.ts, bUoying been born at :Men · 
don, i n that state, October ~, l ei;');), aL which 
place he resided un til May, l"'t:iiL 'I'he 
name of his father was Hussell HenDett, 
\ ..... ho died in 1860. His mother's maiden 
name was Roba. M. :r"'al"nsworth, a natiyc of 
northern Vermont. In the summer of lJ:l6U 
he came with his mothe r to Carroll county, 
set.tling aD a farm Deal" the present town of 
Temp leton. H is mothe r con tin ued to r eo 
side there until bel' death in ltlBu. H is 
ear ly education was obtained in the public 
schools. From 1874 to IN- I he taught 
school winters wo rki ng on hi s mother's 

farm during the summers. In the spring 
of 1881 he entered t.he law office of Hon. O. 
H . Manning, then lieutenant·governor of 
the state, a talented and successful lawyer 
and financier , who is now pr ivate counsel 
for a number of Illinois corporations a.t 
Chicago. In April, 18t12, Mr. Bennett was 
admitted to the bar, and in J une of t.ha.t year 
located at Manning, where he ha.s since reo 
sided. In addition to his law practice be is 
engaged in the banking business, being 
owner and mauager of the Bennett bank at 
~-[anning . He is an active member of t.he 
republican party, and is now sening hi s 
fourth term as chairman of the republican 
central co mmittee of Carroll county. He 
was married Decembe r 20 , 1883, to ~1iss 

Clara .J . Ayrhart, of Dedham , Iowa. They 
have one child, Ralph A . BenDel t., born 
May li, 11'\0-1.6. 

ADKI NS, J OH:\, VERT:--I Elt, the subjecL 
of this sketch, like most of those in middle 
life in our western country, did not come 
from wealthy parents. On tbe contrary 
be wa.s born in a log cabi n, near Plymouth, 
in Schuyiel' cou nty, 01. Again, like most 
o f them, he has made for himself a. pl ace 
in the business world that has grown up 
around him , and all of us, wh er e he can 
comma nd the best that is going in the way 
of Ii dng and educa.tion for his children. 
He is well situated in b\ls iness circles, 
and commands the respect and confidence 
of his aCfJua.intances. He was born No · 
\'ember 15, IrI ;} l, a s sta.ted a bove, ami. 
now l ives at. Paullina, Iowa.. His fa.ther 
was a natin! of Connecticut, and conse· 
quently a Yankee, as we rate Yankees, 
but was al so a stur dy Scotch man , being 
descended from ancestors, who came from 
Scotland in an early da.y. He was born 
Decembe r 5, 18::!-t, at Litchfield ,Conn ., and 
died .Tune 5, I ~U7 , at Newt.on, Iowa. His 
motber'S maiden name was Lyd ia A n n Vert· 
ner and she was of German descent. Mr. 
Adkins was educated in the district schools 
of Illinois and this, wit.h a, wide field o f 
reading, constituted the bulk of bis educa · 
tional qualifica.tions, so he ca.nnot. "boast of 
a. college education. H e settled in Iowa. in 
March, 1865, at Pra.irie City, and worked 
in a genera.l store for twelve years. 

H e went to P aulli na, O'Brien county, in 
October, 1883, going into business wit.h his 
brothe l" in the general merchandis e busi · 
ness:soldoutin 1886, in tbemontbofJuly; 
went into the Bank of Paullina as book
keeper August 1, 1 ~t:l6, which positio n be 
held until July, 1892, when he took the 
'position of cashier, whi ch he no w holds. 
He has always voted the republican ticket 
but. nev~r held any office, or s ought one. 

Re is a member of the i\-lasonic fraternity , 
being admitted to membership at Pra.irie 
City in 1873, Dlue Lodge: is also a member 
of the Hawarden chapter, Crusade Com· 
mandery of Cherokee, and EI Kahil' Shrine 
of Cedar Rapids. He has never belonged 
to any church organiza tion, but favors the. 
work being done by a ll chul"c.hes. 

He was marri ed to Miss A. B. White, 
daughter of Re\,. J. C. White. They have 
two child r en, Harry C., aged 18, attendi ng 
school at Dra.ke university, and Leigh W., 
aged 11. 
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O' BRIEN AND OSCEOLA COUNTIES, IOWA . 

StI.I"gent. Nebraska, schools, a position which he he ld for , three years: he 
then tal1ght one year in L ong Pine, Nebraska . and followe.;1 this with the 
position of s.uperintendent 'of the Cumberland. Iowa, sc hools. [n the fall of 
1912 he was elected superintendent of the Primghar school~ and has been 
efficiently filling that position up to the present lime. He has brought to 
his school work a well dr illed mind and the tact and personali ty which are 
Ihe requisites of every success ful teacher. He is rapidly bringing the Pri11lg~ 
har schools to the front, and is placing them in a posi t ion where they are be~ 
coming of inc reasing value to ' the town and vicinity. He now ./las ten 
teachers unde r his charge. and has made the high school one of the acc red ited 
high schools of the state. In the year 1913 the high school enrolled llinet.~· 

pupils and gradl1ated. seventeen . 
. Professor Richards was married October 20. 1902. in Orange City . 

Iowa. to Daisy M. Allard. the daughter of Renjamin H. and Rectinia 1.. 
Allard. Tilis marriage has been blessed with two chi ldren , Ha zel. born 
March 2, ' 905, and Onine. born November 15, 1908. 

P rofessor Richards .is a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons and the Indepemlent Order of Odd Fellows .. He takes an acti\'e in
terest in the affairs of the Democ ratic party and for two years was Call1lty 
chainnan of the Cass county, Iowa , Democratic organization. Since coming 
to f\'ehraska he has twice been elected delegate to the Democ ratic stale con
ventions, having previously served twice as delegate ill Nebraska . H owcver. 
Professor Richards' interests are now directed towards the reorganization 
al1<1 upbuilding of the schools of Primghar. When he came here in the fall 
of 1912 he found the schools badly disorganized. but during his administra~ 
tion as superintendent he has brought aOO11t a wonderful change. H e llOW 

has the schools in good working order and in a posit ion where they are able 
to do effic.ient work. 

JOH N V. ADKINS. 

A rc<:ord of the representati ve citizens of O 'Brien coun ty, I owa. would 
be incomplete should there be failure to make mention of the nallle of John 
V. Adkins. one of the leading citiz~ns of, the town of Paullina. :'\Ir. .\dkin<i 
has been a resident here for over thirty years. during which tillle great allli 
marked improvements have been made in this localil .\' . in all o f which he 
has taken more than a passing pleasure, being a man of high ideals a1l(\ more 
than ordinary civic pride. 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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John V . Adkins. associated with the Bank of Paul lina, 10\\-a. lias Darn 
III Schuy ler county, lllinois, in IRS!. the SOil of Ezra and LyJia 1 \-ertner) 
Adkins, the latter being a nati\'e of the sta te o f Ohio. Ezra _-\dkins \\"as all 
Easterner, bonl in Connectic ut in 1824, and during the earlier years. oi his 
manhood he followed the voca tion of fanning. P rniol1s to the time of the 
Ci,·j] vVar he came westward, locating in Ill inois. w here he had fanning HI

terests. Thae, at Camp Illi nois, he enlisted as a pri,·a te in the One Htllld re{l 
and Twelfth Reg iment Ill inois Volunteer Infantry. He sa,,- mllch a(ti\"(; 
service and during the s iege of Knox,·ille. Tennessee . he \\-as s.) l1 11 f,)rt llllate 
as If) lose an ar11l. This was in 1864 and after recci,·ing his injury hI.: was 
given an honorable discha rge, whereupon he returned to his fo r:ner home in 
lllilloi s, and ill 186S became mterested in the hotel husines!' at Prairie Cit,·. 
Iowa. In this enterprise he was quite sl1ccessful and I\"i th it remained ior a 
n\lmbe r o f years. He followed the hotel business here for some t\\"ellt~- years. 
when he disposed of his hotel and became cuunty amiitor ~Ji Jasper count.'-, 
and about n\-e years later his death occLlrred III 1898 in the \"\\·n ,)f .\t'\\\))n. 
He was the father of se'·ell dlilc\ren. but tlm:e of wholll are llr)W hrillg. 

John V. Adkins recei,·etl hIS school ing ill hi;; n?tin COUllty in ll1il1ui~ and 
at tht' age of eighteen secured a position as clerk in a general Illen:hand ise 
store in Prair ie City, this state. In this cf)llncctioll be remained tor twelve 
years. wilen, desiring to he better equipped io r the battle oi life . ht left 
Prairie City . going to K eokuk 111' 1876. where he took a complete business 
course, which was of inestimable advantage to him in later years. In 1883 
he first came to Paullina and Utcamc associated \\"ith hi~ brothe r Da,·id in the 
general merchandise busi ness. s~lling 011\ his interest therein th ree years 
later. David Adkins had the distinction of being the first settle r in the to\\'11 
of P aullina and followed it from its ea rl it'st beginnings lip ttl a thrn·ing city 
wit h varied interests and fully in tonch with the outside world. _-\fter sc,·er
ing his connection with his brother. 11r. Adkins became identified with the 
b~nking business. which has since claimed his best effons and to its prescIlt 
satisfactory state o f prosperity his industry and jlldgme!1t has largely (On
tribtlted. In addition to hi s interest in the bank. he has large landed holo
ings in O'Brien county and also o\\' ns his residence and several lots in the 
t0wn of Paullina . 

In 1877 .Mr. Adkins was united in marriage with Allie \Vhite. who was 
born in 18:;3 at Valparaiso. Indiana, and their un ion has been blessed with 
two sons. the elder o f whom, H a rry C. is a civil engineer, located at present 
in Tennessee. while Leigh V'l .. the younger, follows the same profession. be~ 
ing connected \vith the Northern Pacific Railroad . having his headquarters 
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at St. Paul. Minnesota. Mr. Adkins is a stanch supporter of old-line Re
pllblican princ iples, taking marc than a passive interest in t"he party's affairs. 
The family is ident ified with the Presbyterian church. to the support of 
which society Mr. Adk ins gives' liberally of both time and means. He is also 
a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted i\1asons, Mr. Adkins has e\'cr 
had the best interests of the community at heart and is one of the citizens 
of the town whQ. is willing to give something o f his own time and effort to 
bring about better things for the community, At present, he is serving" 
Paullina as its city treasurer and every movement fo r the betterment (If social. 
moral o r mate rial conditions finds in him a more t han interested ad vocate. 
T he qual itie~ which have made him onelof the successful and prominent men 
of Paullina have also brought him the esteem of his fellow townsmen, for 
his ca r~e:r has been one of well-directed ene rgy. s t rong detenllination and 
honorable mdhods. 

J, II', HICKOK 

In every town anu city in the l.lnited Slates there are men whose bu~i
ness it IS to minister to the material wants of mall, and no 1110re genial peuple 
1fe to be found than the men who manage the h0lels and ta .... erns of our 
countrv, For more than thirty-two ycar:- ). \V. H ickok ha s becn the pro
prietor of the hotel at Sibley. Iowa. known as the Osceola H Ollse. and rlurin~ 
that long per iod of time lho\ISands ( Ii people ha \'e partaken .) f hi s hospitalit~ . 

It can not he gainsaid that many people get their tir:,t vicw of a \(lwn f r(,m 
the hotel where they stop. and for thi s l'e:l ::.(111 a ~ood hotel is one of the 1110St 
valuable as~ets oi a to\\"n or cit~ . It is safe t,) say that there is no mon' 
popular proprietor in Iowa than :>.Ir. Hick,)k. who has rlispt'l1 !'ed hi s ;;el1ernu ~ 

hospitality for so many yea rs in this city. 
J. W, Hick(1k , tilt: snn of )"l1n.\1. and :'Iary ( Stark .1 H ick. ,k, \\'a ;;. hn r11 

December 15. 18':;0. in Gnnt county . \Viscollsin. 0 11 a f;!nn. H ie; pa rent .: 
were born, rea red and married in Pell T,sylvania. <ind in the cady i{lrties left 
their nat iye st ate fur W isconsin, making the trip by lake a nd team. The\' 
passed through Chicago when then> was only nne huilding in tbat now fal11nl1 ' 
city, and arri ved in Cirant cnunty. \VisconsiI1. among the ea rlie st pioneers ni 
that state. One year after they settled in Wisconsin they dro\'C back If' 

Pennsylvania with :>'!r. and ~rr~ . \\")I)rir\lff for a ~' car'~ \'isit. the trip tak in~ 
them tweh'c weeks. The\' rcrtred a bmily n i nine children in \\'i 'iCO)I;~ i n 
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