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~(CEMMR-TER1tOL.~~~ ~~;:~~:~~N 
( c· '1. ~ __ ;_Rl_ .... ,.~· . . ·COM. u· EMCE-0 Fon~r~l . Se~~iees ~efd ~~re Ye~te~ .. · . · n ·-day-. -. Was-Representative_ F~om 

· . ;/:. ·- : . ·... . This ·county Term 19J.S-19t6 

r~ lJrp~di;i 
_t_·~~f4_-m 
~ . .. - . ·, 

)ne· Di~ore~ Granted . and Six Ot~ . Wittl;;~;;;·-: one of the best . . . --~ ... 
· Are .. Gra:iit~ .· Citizen8hip · 

.... · · · spected of . Audubon county s. former · 
. · Doring::_,Fjrg~ D~~s· citizens~ passed· a~ay at th'e- _!Jongre-

.... · gational hospital in Des Moines, Sit-. , · 
·Judge · Dewell opened the Dee?m~er urday, . December 12, ~oUowing ·an op- l 

erm of the··· Atidubo~ countr : dt~et eration. -Funeral services · were held .J · 
·ourt at Audubon :ruesday. The grand 'fro~ the Christian-_ church Wedn_es.day. !.-'. · 
ury went intO' :session the sam·e morn- afternoon ·conducted by · Rev. H~nry 1·. . 
ng_ and are ·.still making- · investiga- Wissler, former. local pa_stor. . Burial ·. =-
.ions •. ·~ . - · . · · · · · was in the Exira cemetery. The . loc~ .§. 
· The. pe~it jiiro~s reported Wedh·e~- K. P. lodge had C'Qarge ~f the service ~ 

fay. morning but ~~re -~xcused un~1l ~t 'the grave. · . . · .~ 
~Iond.ny_ when the ftrst .Jury ·case Wl~l The dece.nsed 'was born at 'Yood- .i 
">e tried. ward· Center county, Pennsylvam&, on I 

Wednesday . was naturali~at~on day_ October 11~ 185i:-· At th~ age of seven l. -· 
and six applicants were admitted to :'years he came with . his parents to r~ 
citizenship.- The ~-plical}ts were as~ Guthrie county · where he grew to ~r­
foJ' -vs·: J~ A.· Lougheed, ·Fred Plaehn, manhood . . He ;eceived · hi~ early edu- -~ · 
EG .rd K. J· Andersen, James Lang cation ·in the _country. ·school, later at- ~~ 
nnd .Kristine Rasmus~en of Audnbo!!, tending high school at ·Panora . . When . ~:~ 
and Johanna Lillehoj of Kimballton: he was about 20 years of age he com- ·:?l 

A divorce was granted to Lawrence menced~eaching and for •S.everal years • (International 

F. Bobenmerer from Emma Bohen- foilowed that profession., . In ·t'he fall -:" · . . ·. · · ·. · 
meyer., the defe!ldant failing .to a~pear of"'1880 he en'tered the employ of Capt .. 'POSTo'FFICE TO BE CLO 
for the ·heat:ing. Stuart of Guthrie Center a'nd in April, . . _ONLY PART OF Cit, 

The ~emai:nder . ~-f the week will be 1881, ·was put in -~barge of the Exira · 0~ · W': Masching, local P• 
given over to equity and probate mat- business of Capt. Stuart. _ · informs us that the Pogta 
tets and the first jury trial will c~me. · · He was. united in marriage t~ · Hattie ment has rescinded. an earl: 
up ~onday, the cns-e.of John H. Grif- E. Bowman on June 13, 1883. To -this al~ · postmasters to-close for 
fi.th · et al vs. Arnold & Ra9~ri1ussen union · three children were born,_ two day Christmas nJld hnve or­
et ai. The pl~intiff is se~~ing a-'jud~- ~~ t:Jf. them surviving, the other · having offices sh.nll be· kept open 
me!1t in the sum of _S~287, allege~ to '~ied in infancy. The chil(lren are Mrs. I o'~lock a. m. Thi~ will" enab 
be due them as adm1mstrators of th~ John \V. Wood of Wichita, Kansas, to get what mml .comes . ; 
estate pf M~,-o~ Griffith, -deceased. · ~ and Omar v. Witthauer of P ortland, morning train. . . 

Other · c~ses n~si~ncd for hear ing 1 Oregon. Mr. Witthauet "js also ~uryiv- . Tho~_e mailin~ Chr.istmas 
during. t_his term• are as. follows : - ed by the wife and one brother. · ·· rcmind~d that it now· tnkcs 

Elk · Horn-~imhnllton Lbr. Co. vs. In the fnll of 1884 Mr. Witthauer stamp to carry them t_hroug 
Crystal Sprin_gs . Cfay . Products Co. was ~lected county ~ecordcr and serv- . in.st~ad of the one "cent ·stan 

L. A. -Andrew, Receiver,- vs. Peter ed one term after which he engaged in mailed with only a one C· 

Jansen. · . .. . .the merca.ntile business here .. In -18(7 rnus_t be held at the local • 
- · ·mna Hepp.vs. Conn. Fire Ins. Co. fire _ wiped ou(h_is stock of goods_ and additional Po!tage-is· provid 

- ~nry. Step he re-en e in If you have not mailed Y< 
·st@phenson. Stuart and was thus engaged until · 
...-J.olm-K.uael -~s •. Lo. · el et al. · s. Followin this time he engaged 

. . . . . in business 1n Exira in · 1 eren me , ·r-ane~ven=therFtlrti 

:sHELEY-ADDS -oNE· -:---·- ne was buyer - for a - grain- firm six r each a ·point-ve~ .far remo 

MORE A UTOGRAPH10 ~~.~~:-.~~d T ~~::L.:~~ manager· ~~ the 1 morning~o~~~nstmas day. 
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MondaY. when the first j ury case Wl~l • The deceased was born at vy ood- i 
be tried. · . . ·. . ward; Center county, Pennsylvania, on J 
· Wednesday was naturalization day October u · 1857. At the age o! seven J·-
~~~ si~ .ap.plicants we:e ad':"itted to ~·years he ~arne with . his parents to ~~­
c~tlzen~h~~· The dpphca11ts were as · Guthrie county, where he grew to ~~ 

.follows: J. A .. Lougheedf Fred Plaehn, manhood • . He received · his early eiiu~ ~ 
( 7ard. ~· ~· Andersen, James Lang cation in the country. ·school, later at- ~ 
.and .Kr1st1ne R~smus~~n of .Au~ubo_~: tending high scho.ol at Panora. Wnen . ~~ 
and Joha~na LtJle~OJ of Ktmballton. he was about 20 years of 'age he com- ,;~ - -·--
. A divorce was granted t~ Lawrence menced~eaching and for .several years - ~International 
F. BobenmeJ:er from ~~ma ~ob:n- followed that profession., .In ·the faJJ · · . • ·. · · - ., 
meyer., the defe_ndant fathng .to ~~pear of'1880 he en'tered the employ of Capt •. 'POSTO'FFICE TO BE CL< 

. for the h~a?ng. . . . Stuart of Guthrie. Center and in April, . . ONLY PART OF CJ 
. The ~emamder .. ~f the week Will. be 1881, was put in ~barge of the Exira o; . W:- Masching, local 

g1ven over to ~qUlt.y and ~rob~te mat- business · of Capt. Stuart. . . · informs us that the Posi 
tcts and the first JU~Y trJal Will c~~e. . . He was'. united in marriage to· Hattie rrient has . rescinded. an cal 
up ~onday, the caS'e of John H~ GrJf- E. Bowman on June 13, 1883. To ·this at~ · postmasters to. cJOsc fo 
f~th ·. et at vs. Arnold & Ras~mussen union · three chilrlren were born,_ two day Christmas aJ.ld have c. 
et al. The pl~intiff is seeking rjud~- of. them survivin~. the other · ha.ving offices shall be· kept open 
~!lt in t~c sum of _$~28i, allege~ t~ 1~ied in infancy. The chilqren are Mrs.j o'clock a. m. Thi~ will en: 
be due them as ndmm1strators of th~ John \V. Wood of Wichita, Kansas, to ~et what matt ,comes 
esta.te .of Myron Griffith, -deceased. · ~ anrl Omar V. Witthauer of Portland, morning train. · . .· · 

o_th~r . ~~ses ~~si~ncd . for h:arin~ I Oregon. Mr. _Witthauer_'is also ~ury.i~~ . T~os.e maili~~ ~h'r:istms 
clurmg. t .hu; ter.m are as. fol~ows · · ed by the wife and one brother. remand~d that tt now take: 

Elk . Horn_-~ 1 mhallt?n Lbr. Co. vs. In .the fall of 18.84 Mr. Witthauer stamp to carry them t.hrot. 
Crystal Sprm.gs .. cfay Products Co. was elected county recorder and serv- instead cif the one cent 'st: 

L. A. ·Andrew, Rcceiv~r, - vs. Peter ed one term after which he engaged in ·mailed with only a .one 
Jensen. · · · ,. · · ,the ·mercantile business.·here .. In ·· 18{7 must be held at the local 

lfanna Hepp. vs. Conn. Fire Ins. Co. f ire . wiped out his stock of goods and additional. Po!tage· is· pro\· 
.. ienry .. Step enson. he re-en ·e · · in If you have not mailed· 

St~phenso.n. Stuart and was thus engaged until . 
~ohn Kus~l -~s-Lolli - B llowin thjs time he engaged 

. . . in busiriess 1ti Exira in dif eren mes, ·rane~.v~hetrtl 
-::-SHELEY-ADDS ONE .- · ~- .. --·- he' - waS.~btiyer foi"a -irain-·firm~six reach a ·i>oinl-veir .'tar rer: 
· MORE AUTOGRAPH TO · years an~ later was manager· ~f the morni~.g~o~ Christmas da 

·-· · · , · Fullerton .Lumber Co, . . . . t· ·. . . : 
·· :""-'"·==BIS;~niG~:.:COLLECTIQ~ . ~In t9to_he w"s a ·candidate;for. the -- - --~ EV.ERYBODY IN\' 
... '.·.gy;~~~~d·~~; 91. t fietftiou~: 'titers•. office-of .auditor~and was :'e.1ee~ '·in the : ·~ Ladies .;·ptea~e : )!ring~ b 
· ·· ~i~rw;~kn~w~6f.·~ck .... tondhn: ·:for ·'·he faD. and' Jtefd the place two tmns· • . In box . social · Tuesday··(.·ttlgb 

~ was one ·of the greatest Writer·s of his the fall of 1914 .he ·was .elected repre- 22! at Greeley No. ·g. 
day. Hi~ death oc~urr~· ~hile he was sentative from this county and se·rved program will ~e given · C'QJ 

yet hi th~ height of his glory and his one term- in the Legisl~ture. He held 7:30 ' o'clock. Mrs.- Fra 
last book was probnbly' only half pl~ny town and ~ownshjp offices at clif-
written at that tifl1e. ·So ht's wife, be- ferenHimes and .was always promi-

- 'ing_of n journalistic tendency, too, is nent in anyth~ng for the good . of the 
contemplating finishin~ this book anc1 comn1unity. r--

·hnving it pr inted. Among his great , . During the world war Mr. Witt'­
. bool{s are. "Burning Daylight,'' "G::all .~wuer was n rnilronu in~p<'ctor ~crv­
. of · the Wild.'' ."Daughter · of the ing the government. In every position 

Snows" and· "Valley of the Mg~'n." • .0 which he was ca.lled he gave the 
T,ondon and his wife lived in a beauti- mo~; painstaking care, ·which made of 

1 spot fn California bearing the same him a one hundred per ·cent man in 
name - as the last book mentioned all that he did. 
ahove1 namely "rhe ~. valley of the . He was --a ~ember of the Christian 
m9on " Mrs, London is . on ·a tour of church and was fraternally allied with 

._,...,the .·w-orld ·at ·pr-esent nllll-w111~return· :_t_be~~!!.ig]tts~oL.Ey..thiaL~nd the Mod.: 
.. to -California next spring.. She -!tas a ern .Woodmen Of-'Amertca-:~ ~-:.._--,. ~-:_-·-

ranch out' there and if it is liRe the . ---="'~-----
T.".,: .... J...n a .. nlrnr~ "" +l.n "'u?nln .. . Q..;. 

.. 

----· SHO,VS ST 

.· F -RIDi . . 

] 
- - · --- ,___ _________ - -- .. - '"=.... 

·'. 
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OTTO WITTHAUER DIES · 

FOLLO\VING OPERATION 
Otto \Vitthauer, died Saturday ntom 

irtg at Cong1:'~gatiot1al hospital. lie 
\vas 68 years olcl. He had been in poor 
health the past two years and .was tak 
en to the hospital Thanks-giving day. 
r~~~ r. Witthaner was representative 
from Audubon county· in the thirty­
sixth general a~~er)lbl~r and hnd been 
both auditor and recorder of Audubon 
county. After living in Audubon coun 
ty for forty-five ~·ears he moved to Al­
toona and locn ted on · Pleasuntvie'v 
acre~ seven years n.go where he resided 
until hi~ death. He \V:ls a. men1ber 
of tho 1{. P. lodg-e- and t.he Mode·rn 
'\Voodn1en of A n1ericn. 

Surv.ivin.u- him are his "':riciow, a 
claughter, I\Irs. John W. Wood ·of 
Wichita! Kan~as; a son, 0. V. Witt­
haucr of Portlan(l, Oregon ·: nnd a 
brother, Udo ·\Vitthu.uer of Storm: 
Lnke, Iowa·. The body wa~ taken t o 
I~xirn, Iowa, \Vl1erc funernl ~ervices 
\Vere held ycstc1·day. 

~~~~ l\1. G. St.afror<l nnd fan1ily motored 
to J ndinno1a last Tuesday. 

ary 

En 
)25 

for 
mn 
th­
n·c 
~t. -

Mr. 1\L Orcutt wn.s a c.aller Sun(lay 
ut th~ Bert 13yer'f1 hon1e. 

~he Cnmp Fire g-irl~ \Vill ·cnt.crt~in 
the1r n1others at the John Sorenson 
horne l\!ondny evening. ' 

George Everly (lntcrtuinc<l his Sun­
do y School cl:.t s ~ ilt tho church. rrhQV 
RerY0<l oyster~ . There were .nbout 22 
prscnt. A 11 l 'C}1ort a jolly goocl th11 c. 

1\~U· K ~tlter1 h(~ ther nnd f•nn i 1 v f; PC'll t. 
r-... • 
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s 
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Outline of Personal History of '.?!JT6--v.~ ,. .. /' ~, r::-~ ~-"· 
/ / '< . r..' . L /z_ .::.z-~--i__...' 
~ 

RESIDENCE (_, ;z:_.-£ :'2-~ ) :A. 
/ 

Kindly furnish on this l'h(ct the nccess.ary data for a personal sketch and retum a t your early conYenien~<'. EYery 
q uastiu n i~ important. 

EDGAR R. HARLAN. CURATOR 

U!4r 1A;tatoriral mrpartmrnt of 1Jolua 
DES MOINES, IOWA 

\ T hi:! fonn i~ (or U!~ in colltcting dati\ nj, d~ccascd as well AI liTiog persons. Appropriate nlterntiOn!' may he made in tnatter bt"IOW. \ 

: ::.~:::.::·~~~·::~:::: .. :.:~~;~~~C.4 
· 3, Former occupation or profuzlon .~.~.t!/..~ .. ~~.'t.:4.. .. ~~-. · .. ........... .. 

. ·· .. E:;*i!f~·~:r:.·.!f¥i:ii-~tf!P;~,t£~Jz:~~i!~~ 
5. Prftz• nt residt!ttc• o ddrtl8s .. ~: .. ~---···· ········ ··· ··· ----------- -----······· ···· ···· . . . . ........... ... . ... ... .... ............. ... . ...... . -

6. P r ft.a tln t bc.ts lness otlcl.ress ..... ~----~---- ·····- ···· ········ --·--· ··· ·· · ·-···-· · ·-· ·· •· ... ... ... ............................ .... .. .. ..... . .... ... ... .... ~ ... . . 

7. Dat• of birth . ..... {]Jd; .. (f. .': .. (f..~.~{ ............................ ....... .... ......... ~ ..... .......................... ~·:_. ................................................................... . 

8. Plac•ofbirth ... W~ ...... ~ ... ~~ ... ~ ............... ................................... .................. ................ .. .. 
9. If born abroad, mlat~~re ....... ~ ..... .... . .......... ......................... .. 

10. Emigrated to Ame rica , &Dhen ..... : :·:: ........ . \ ...... .. ....... ..... ....... ............................................................... .......................... .................. . 

II. F irzt migrat•d to' wyt zt~t• and county, ~h•th•r born abroad or i n Am•rlca ...... ~ ......... . ...... ............... ....... .. .. 

................................ ~~ .. k~v.:!.d ... ~~ .. ... k.::.~ ........... ~1 .. ~t~ .. !. .. ...... ............ ...... .. . ................ :. ~ ........ . 
. y r 

fl. 

13. Pt.crlher emigration, I f any ... .. ... . ::-::::-:: ... ................... ........................................... ... ............................................... ......... . ............. ............. . 

14. lldt.ccation. Gio• nam• and loc atlo4 of rural, hlffh, b t.cz ln•• • or technical •chool, c oll•g• or un.iversity ... /.~~ ... ~ 

~~Y...·~y '~"~'~' ,!.~~ .. ,r-~• 4./.~.~ .. ~:.~ ..... ~ ... ~.:.~ 
~ .... ~.-= .. ~-~ ..... $.~~'-... ~ ..... b. .. ~ ................................................... - .................................................. . 

15. 
. -~_, 

Dat• of.rad&<atlon and d••r•• If any .. ......... ..... ·-- · ·- .... ---·- -·-·-""- ....... .................................... ........... ................. ............. .. . 
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16. Pla c<F~ of death - -~------- ······ ... ······ ··-···· ·· ·· ·· ··· ·-- ... · ···-· . .. ... ... .. . .. ... .. - . ................. ···· ·· ····-·····-··········-···· ········-········· ··---- ----- ~ -- ··----· · ---·· 
17. Dats of death .... .,.,.,.,. .. . .. . ... . .. ...... ............ .............. .... ........ ...... .. . ............... ................ .... .... ... ...... ...... .. .... .. ...... ...... ..... ....... . .. .... ... ....... . 

18. Place of burial ... . ~ .. .... . ..... .. ....... . . .. ....... .. ........ .. ....... .. ...... ... . . .. .. . .. ... . ..... . . .. ..... . ............ . .... ... .... .. .. ... . . . ~ . . .. . 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

26. Politics .. ~~:::: .. ........... .. 
·· ·--- - - · ····- - -- - - . . . . .. . ........ . . ... .... . . . .. . .. .... .. - •••• • • • •••• ••• • ••• ••• • ••••••• • • • • • •• • • •• • • • ••• • •• • 0 • ••• • • • • 

27. Religious denomination If any . .. .... ~ .. .. u...-<:':~ ................................ ......... ............... ..... . 
28 ~eliglous preference If non•afflllated with a d8nomlnation .. ~ .. .. ......... .. .... ........... .... .... ...... . . 

29. Memb~r of wha.t 6ocieti•s or as.s-c; ciatlons of learning .. ~ .. .......... ....... ...... ... .. ................. .... ....... ······ ...... .... ............ . 

30. Member of wha.t s~:~eret organizatlota.t, with honors or offlc~s ht~ld, with dat11s .. 

~tt:i~:::::~:~.~t::;~#::-~~0~ 
31. Memberofwhat c lu bsifany .. ~ ... ~c-.£ .. ~ .. ~--~' . .. ................ . ...... . 

ll. B elonged to what flrnu t giue name.r in full and dates if pos .r/b/e l ~ 

33. Officer or d irector l rt any corporatiou . .. ~ ..................... . 

Bn c lose bwsintJs.t card lf possible .. ~ .... ..... . ..... ..... .. ....................... -.. ..... ..... ... . 

.:1.5 .. Bnciozl! photograph a11d a u.tograph .. ... . . 
• • . ... , .... ' " ••••• • • •

00
• "'''"'" ''"" . . .. . .. " " "' " " ' ' ' oooo \ " ' """'" • • ••• • • ' " 0 0 00000 .. ...... .. , .... . .. .. 
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T"UST EES 

GOVEANOA GEORGI! W. CLARKE 
CHIEI'" JUSTICE SCOTT M. LADD 
JUDGE SILAS M. WEAVER 
JUDGE WILLIAM D. EVANS 
JUDGE HORACE E. DEEMER 
JUDGE I'"AANK A . GAYNOR 
JUDGE BYRON W. PRESTON 
JUDGE WINI'"IELD S. WITHROW 
HON. WILLIAM S. ALLI!:N 

SE.CAttAIIIY OP' 8 TAT. 

HON.A. M. DEYOE 
SU~T.PuaUCINSTftVOnON 

v 

)(y dear Mr. W1 t t hauer:-

~ 

i;istnritnl lrpnrtmtnt nf lfnwa 
("OUNDED BY CHA"LES ALD,.ICH) 

EDGAR R . HARLAN, CURATOR 

llrs .iloittrs. 

Oct. 19, 1914. 

Iowa. 

Kindly inform me how long you have lived in 

This is for the purpose of completing our biograph-

ical record of you. 

Sincerely yours~ 
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36, Jlu.th or o( boo lrs or pamphlttts, with t l t l«s a n d pu.bllshtus i n fu ll and d ates of publication ... . 

17. Mlscttllaneous J:- LJ.d-.~·"· ·*':'!:~---~~ -i~ .. -?: .:-. ~ - 7 .. r :f:.Lf.-. cf ~~k-~4r.....:._ !4-
~ 1 /fft> J WuJ t/.t. &.-4 '" 4 ' ~ r ·' !/'r-d.r 't-~ !Z.vj. .. ~~ c . <.A. , a._e 

~- ~~,,0 r ~ Z...f.li.J~ ~ . ..A_. ~ lror .J -w-. . .;. _d.fl .. t.d Jt~::.v 'L Lv-

~. ~-~ 1'.~ ~ ~ ~ ~- ·Jt'7 -z--~ ..... -~r-~ .L.-..-......-r.e 44..J ,.,:.___ .t-4 -~ .. ...:,. ~ 
:L4 ~ ~"""' ~~7 t>f d L~~ ·i.d; M. .. Cja::cl-.. ~-~ 7 .. 4 ~~-'pi~ 

FAMILY HISTORY 

f, T o .,hom marri ed ... ~~.-~ ............................. ........ · 

.... 

•·•· ., ~·"•·•···· rt.:~ IJ .:: .. /_f .%.3. ········ ·····-·-···-··· ·······- .... .. . 
P lac tt 0( m a rriaf{tl .. 7~.~---t!~~ ... . $:-f..':: ~:~:'::-:-: ... !:~:-:: .. : ............................... . 
Date of his or h ttr birth ... 4 .. k ·.d if I rt. ~ . .... . .................. ......... . 
P jace of h is or h er blrth .. . ~ ... c;.,.~~ ..... ~ ... -............ _ .... ....... ............. .. 
R ttllgl o us denomination .. ~! .G.r ... C~.. ....... .. ... . .. .... . 

l. 

3. 

5. 

6 . 

1. Date o f his o r h er dtt a th 
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310 AUDUBON COUNTY, IOWA. 

and is prominent in the councils of his par ty. He was elected to the offtce 
.of county attorney in 1907, and after serving for a term of two years he was 
re-elected in 1909, serving from January, 1908 to January, 1912, inclusive. 
His faithful discharge of the duties involved in this official position was such 
as to commend him favorably to the people of the county. He was appointed 
mayor of Audubon in July, 1913, and was elected to the office in the srring 
of 1914. Mayor Mantz is an aggressive and energetic public ofllcial, who is 
strongly in favor o f municipal improvements, and is a com;tant and con­
sistent "booster" and advocate for a greater and better Audubon. He is a 
member of the Presbyterian church and is fraternally connected with the 
Ancient Free ~nd Accepted Masons, having attained to the chapter in that 
order, and is a member of the Eastern Star lodge. He is also a member of 
the Modern Woodmen and the Ancient Order of United \Vorkmen. 

OTTO WITTHAUER. 

In nearly every community are individuals who, by innate ability and 
sheer force of character, rise above their fellows and win for themselves 
public honors and preferment, occupying conspicuous places in the public 
esteem. Such a one is the well-known gent leman whose name appears 
above, who has been prominently identified with the history of Audubon 
county for a number of years, during which period his life has been closely 
interwoven with the growth and de,·elopment of the county. He has been 
active in business affairs, as well as having taken a prominent par t in the 
ofticial administration of thl! county government, and his career as a pro­
gressive and enterprising citizen has been synonymous with all that is honor­
able and upright in citizenship. 

Otto Witthauer, former county auditor of Audubon county and present 
representative from this county in the Iowa General Assembly, was born in 
\Vood\\'ard •. Center co\mty, Pennsylvania, on October I r, r857, the son of 
Herman and Louisa ( Flahl) Witthauer, both of whom were natives of Ger­
many, where they were married, emigrating to America in May, 1854. They 
resided in Pennsyl~ania until April s. r865, at which time they set out for 
the long trip to the newer and cheaper lands of western Iowa. The fami ly 
located on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres near Guthrie Center, Guthrie 
county, and resided thereon until 1884, in which year Herman \Vitthauer 
purchased the adjoining farm, where he spent the rest of his life, his death 
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occurring in 1905. .Mrs. \\' itthauer died in 190r. They were the parents 
of eight ch ildren, namely: L ouis, who is t illing the home farm in Guthrie 
county; Ida, who died in infancy ; Otto, with whom this review directly 
treats ; Hu~o. who died in infancy; Bruna, \vho died at the age of si x years; 
T homas, a resident o F Council Bluffs; U do, of \1\T e\l sv ille, Jvl issom i, and 
Edward, formerly a citizen of Olathe, Kansas, now deceased. 

Otto \Vitthauer was reared to young manhood on the pioneer farm in 
Guthrie county, and after receiving what instruction was available in the 
local district school. he attended the county high school at Panora, Guthrie 
county, Iowa. He fitted himself for the profession of teaching and taught 
for four years in his home county, after which, in the fall of 188o, he entered 
the employ of Captain Stuart, an extensive grain and lumber merchant. !\[ r. 
\-Vitthauer fi rst began his work fo r Capta in Stuart in the latter's lumber 
yartls at Guthrie Center, hut was soon afterward transferred to Monteith. 
In April, 1881, he was place~) in charge of Captain S tuart's business at Exira, 
this county. T he nature of his occupation gave him a wide acquaintance 
throughout the county and he made many warm and faithfu l friends. He 

·became his party's candidate for county recorder in the fall of I 884, was 
elected to this off1ce, and sen·ed for one term of two years. Upon the expi~a­
tion of his term of office he returned to Exira and engaged in the mercantile 
business on his own account. He was un fortunate, for in 1887 fire destroyed 

· his building and wiped out the stock ·o f goods. He did not a ttempt again to 
stnrt in business, but re-entered Captain Stuart's employ and was thus 
engaged until Stuut disposed of his business in the fall of r888, at which 
time Mr. \ Vitthauer embarked in the lumber business for himsel f, continuing 
that business until r8qo, when he sold out and engaged in the hardware and 
harness business fo r two years. after which he was employed by the Daven­
port Syrup Refining Company as grain buyer at Exira. He remained in this. 
latter position for six years. or until r898, the firm in the meantime being 
incorporated with the Davenport E levator Company. For a period of one 
and one-half years. following 1898 Mr. \Vitthauer was employed as manager 
fo r the Fullerton Lumber Company at Exira. From 1899 to 19.09 his occu­
pal ions were varied and he then made a trip to Montana, where he wns 
superintendent of a saw-mill and lumber company for one yea r. He returned 
home in 1910 and in that year was elected to the office of auditor of Audubon 
cotmtv. 

In June. 1883. Otto \Vitthauer was married to Hattie Bowman, of this 
county. to which union three children have been born, 13essie, a teacher of 
n111~ic in the public schools of Corwith, Iowa: Omar, at home, and Leo, who 
died in infancy . 
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:\Ir. \\"itthauer is a me::mber oi the Chri::tian church and is a consistent 
supporter of that faith. He is fraternally allied with the Knights o f Pyth ias 
and the 1\lodern \ \" oodmcn of .-\ mcr ica. i\1 r. \\·itt hautr is a stanch Democrat 
in his political affiliations and stands high in the· councils uf his party. H e 

was elected to the office of county auditor in the fall of 1910 anu was re­
elected in 1912, sen-ing two full terms. He was a most capable ofticial and 
enjoyed the confidence and esteem oi the people of A udubon county, not only 
in his capacity of commissioner but as a citilen who \ras held in high regard 
by al l who knew him. :\lr. \\'itthaue r is now a representati,·e from Audubon 
county in the state Le::gislature, haYing been elected in 19q, in which houor­
able ptl blic capacity he has made a fine reputation throughout the state. 

JOHN A. NASH. 

\Vith affectionate and tender interest men and women of the present 
generation, who are enjoying the comforts and ad,·antages made possible 
by those whose works ha,·e ended, revert to the salient points of thei r 
careers. The service of one's fellows is the keynote of honorable and effi­
cient citizenship, and when we turn the pages o f personal history anu n:alilc 
fo r the fi rst time how far one noble man or one noble woman may inllucnce 
for good the currents of life in a community, we a re struck with a sense 
o f our own personal responsibilities as citi zens of this republ ic and as 
factors in the community life o f whatever sphere we may dominate. lt is 
not the man who makes the loudest pretentions · o i g reatness who is really 
great. but rather the man ,,·ho in a modest and humble spi rit meets the 
obligations which opportunity puts in hi s pathway. These thought:; arc 
especially suggested by the career of the la te J ohn A. 1'\ash, \\·ho, unti l 

his death on October 28, 19 I 3, was properly regarded as the fir st citizen 
o i Audubon. 

The late John :\. !\'ash \YaS fortunate in ha,·ing uecn burn of pa r­
ents who during his youth set for him a worthy e:-vample of sen·icc. Fur­
thermore, he was fortunate in having been pro,·ided in his youth \\'ith 
exceptional educat ional advantages, which cquipp<.:cl him for a large career 
o f influence. !\Toreo"er, iu :\uduuon county a t least. he had the ath·antage 
o f having come here as a young man at the Yery beginning of the cuunty's 
settlement, the beginning of its agricultural dc,·elopment; the beginning o f 
its r ise to distinction among the sister counties of the great Hawkeye com-

__ -:,:, ___ . __ .. l--···~···-· ·- . 
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RoBERT A. GRE£NE was born at McGregor, Iowa, January 3, 1865, 
and died in Des Moines, December 4, 1925. When about three. years 
old his parents removed to Cedar Rapids where R obert grew to man­
hood, attending public school, including high school. In 1885 he was 
g raduated from the Civil Engineering D epartment of the State Uni­
versity of Iowa, and went from there to Douglas, Wyoming, where he 
was engaged in civil engineering. In 189(} he returned to Cedar Rapids 
but soon removed to Des Moines and entered the office of the city engi­
neer as an assistant. In 1893 he removed to East Peru, Madison County, 
and engaged in mercantile business. In 1901 he was elected repre­
sentative and was re-elected in 1903, serving in the Twenty-ninth, Thir­
tieth, and Thirty-first general assemblies. In 1905 he returned to Des 
Moines and wi th his son, Robert Greene, Jr., established and operated 
the Greene Specialty Company, handling merchants' supplies. He W«S 

prominent in the United Commercial Travelers As~ociation, and also in 
Masonry, including the Consistory and the Shrine. 

Orro WrTrHAU~R was born at W oodward, Center County, Pennsyl­
vania, October 11, 1857, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, December 1~, 
1925. Burial was at Exira. In 1865 he was brought by his parents 
on their removal to a farm ncar Panora, Guthrie County. He attended 
country school, Guthrie County High School, Panora, and from 1877 to 
1&80 taught country schools. In 1880 he entered the employ of Captain 
Charles Stuart in the grain and lumber business, first at Guthrie Cen­
ter, then at Montieth, and in 1881 at Exira. In 1884 he was elected 
county recorder of Audubon County, serving two years, then returned 
to the grain and lumber business, and afterward engaged in farming. 
He was ncar Butte, Montana, in 1909 managing a lumber business, but 
returned to Exira, was elected county auditor in 1910 and re-elected 
in 1912. In 1914 he was elected representative and served in the Thirty­
sixth General Assembly. During the World Wa r he was a railroad in­
spector for the Federal government. The last few years of his life he 
r esided in or near Des Moines. He was a Democrat in politics. 

GEORGE MoRTON ANnf:RSoN was born near Perry, New York, February 
.... 13, 1861, and died at Inwood, Iowa, December 3, 1923. He was with 

his parents in their removal to W inneshiek County, Iowa, in 1876 and 
to Inwood in 1879. In his early business life he was a hardware mer-

. .. chant and was also engaged in handling grain, coal, and lumber. For 
some years he was associated with his brother, B. B. Anderson, in con­
ducting several grain elevators in northwestern Iowa and southwestern 
Minnesota. During his later years he was vice p resident and active 
manager of the Farmers National Bank of Inwood. H e was active 
and useful in a public way, holding many local positions, among them 
mayor, and member of the school board. In 1897 he was elected repre­
sentative, and was re-elected in 1899, serving in the Twenty-seventh 
and Twenty-eighth general assemblies. He was a Democrat in politics. 
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