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the charge, In the trial this
week, all testimony regarding the
murder wag barred from the court
records.

The Shanes were cleared of
blame Monday when the attorney
for the plaintiff moved dismissal
of the charges against them

M. F. Thompson, Prominent Van Wert Man
Died Last Week; Was Banker, Legislator

M. I, 'I‘h‘omps_,on., well known
Van Wert resident, died last Wed-
nesday at the Decatur county hos-
pital. He represented Decatur
countiy two terms in the lowa Leg-
islature and held many other po-
gitions of trust in and about Van
Wert. In his younger days he
taught school in Green Bay town-
ship,” was station agent; engaged
in the hardware and lumber busi-
ness and was interested in bank-
ing. :
Funeral services were held Fri-
day afternoon at Van Wert,

The subject of this short sketch,
Melburn F. Thompson, was the
gon of M. J, and Emily Thomp-

| 8O, 4ndG wWab LOTL  Utilober 31,

1860, at Martinsville, Ohio, and
departed this life at the Decatur
county hospital September 22,
1937, being at the time of his
death almost seventy-seven years
of age. He moved with his par-
ents to-Abingdon, Illinols, while
atill young, and when about twen-
ty years of age to Green  Bay,
Clarke county, Iowa, Ag a young
man he taught school in Clarke
county for a - few years, after
which he came to Van Wert, Iowa
where he gerved as station agent
for the Des Moines and XK. C,
Railroad, relingquishing this posi-

tion only to engage in the lumber.

and hardware business in partner-
ghip with Mr, Steer., After dis-
posing of this business, he became
vitally connected with the finan-
cial interests of the town through
the Van Wert Dauk, where he
served as one of the officers
through the years, During his ac-
tive life he served his county as
state Representative for two
terms, and only declined the nom-
ination for a third term because
of conscientious convictions, He
was a4 good neighbor, a kind and
helpful friend, and a conscient-
ious servant of the people,

He leaves to mourn his passing,
one brother Oscar I.. Thom:son of
Denver, Colorado, one sister Nora,
now Mrs, James Blair of Kings-
port, Tenn., als¢ three mephews,
and four nteces, two grand neph-
ews ‘and five grand nieces.

In the passlng of Mr. Thompson
the town of Van Wert loses a
good: citizen, the
faithful and loval friend.

The funeral services were held
Friday at 2 p. m., September 24,
al the Tuttle Funéral ¥Mome  in
Van Wert, JIowa. The funeral
niessege was brought by Al B
Price, a friend of long standing,
after which the body was tenderly

__-Clarke cuuntv

.community a

lald to rest in the family burying . -
lot in, the.Green Bay_qem&tﬂry. A
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10 HISTORY OF DECATUR COUNTY

A. Otis White, who is engaged in the undertaking business in Lamoni.
Arthur H. is married and has one child. He is now operating the
home farm near Lamoni.

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Smith
has given stalwart support to the republican party and has served as
a member of the board of supervisors, while for the past thirty years
he has acted as school treasurer—a fact indicative of the confidence
reposed in him by his fellow townsmen. In matters of religion he and
bis family affiliate with the Methodist church, and fraternally he is
a Mason, belonging to the blue lodge at Lamoni. The position he
has attained and the success he has won is the outcome of energy
and perseverance intelligently applied in his early manhood. To few
is accorded the privilege of traveling the journey of life together for
a period of more than fifty years as Mr. Smith and his estimable wife
have done and to few is accorded the high regard and esteem that

this venerable couple enjoy from all with whom they are brought in
contact.

HON. MELBERN F. THOMPSON.

Hon. Melbern F. Thompson, of Van Wert, is representing his
district in the state legislature and is proving farsighted and
courageous in his loyalty to the best interests of the people. A native
of Clinton county, Ohio, he was born in October, 1860, a son of W.
J. and E. J. (Stephenson) Thompson, who removed to Decatur
county, Iowa, in 1880. The father continued to follow agricultural
pursuits until his demise, which occurred at Van Wert in 1905, when
he was seventy-two years of age. He served in a number of town-
ship offices and was an active member of the Christian church. His
wife, a native of Ohio, is still living and resides with the subject of
this review.

Melbern F. Thompson entered Hedding College in Illinois after
completing his public-school education and there prepared more fully
for meeting the responsibilities of later life. He continued to reside
upon the farm with his parents until he was eighteen years of age and
then engaged in railroad service as telegraph operator and agent for
nine years. He accompanied his parents to Iowa in 1880 and in 1892
took up his residence at Van Wert, Decatur county, where he has
since resided. For ten vears he engaged in the grain and lumber
business but for the last eight years he has given his attention to farm-
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ing and to dealing in real estate. All of his business ventures have
proved successful and he has gained more than a competence. In
1912 he was chosen as state representative on the democratic ticket
and is still serving in that capacity, his record being one of which
he has every reason to be proud. He has also held other offices, as
he was for eight vears township clerk and has also served as town
clerk. as councilman and as mayor. He is the acknowledged leader of
the democratic party in his part of the state and his advice carries
weight in party councils. He adheres to the Christian church, in
whose teachings are found the guiding principles of his life, and his
genuine worth of character has won him the respect of those who are
associated with him.

J. 0. CHERRY.

J. O. Cherry, who for the past four years has lived retired at
Le Roy, has resided in Decatur county since 1869, and for many
vears devoted his time to agricultural pursuits. He was born in
Muskingum county, Ohio, August 19, 1841, of the marriage of
Matthew and Mary (Offiter) Cherry, who removed to Ohio from
the Keystone state in 1828. The father was born in Washington
county, Pennsylvania, and was there reared to manhood. His first
wife, who was in her maidenhood a Miss Reed, passed away in that
state, and his second wife, the mother of our subject, died in Mus-
kingum county, Ohio, when about forty-five years of age. He was
subsequently married a third time and had in all seven children, but
only two arg living, our subject and a brother. The father died in
Muskingum county, Ohio, when seventy-seven years of age.

J. O. Cherry remained a resident of the Buckeye state until he
was twenty-two years of age, and then removed to Jackson county,
TIowa, where his father owned two hundred and forty acres of land.
He remained there until his marriage, after which he took up his
residence in Henry county, Iowa, where he resided a few years before
removing to this county. In 1869 he became a resident of Decatur
county, locating on section 4, Garden Grove township, where he still
owns two hundred and forty acres of fine land. He also holds title
to eighty acres in Clarke county and during his active life success-
fully engaged in farming and stock-raising, specializing in breeding
shorthorn cattle and Poland China hogs. He made all of the
improvements upon his place and the farm is excellently developed
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ancestry
You searched for Melburn F. Thompson in Iowa

1930 United States Federal Census

Name:  Melburn F Thompson

Home in1930:  Long Creek, Decatur, lowa
View Map

Age: 6'_?
I'stimated birth  abt 1863

g e |
Birthplace: Iowa

Relation to Head Head
of House:
Race:  White
Oceupation:
Edueation:
Military service: .«
: View image
Rent/home value:
Age at.first
Marriage:
s |".i|l'|!"l1[.\'
birthpiace:

Neighbors: View others on page

1 Name

Melburn F Thompson 67
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B9y 1930’ Graves Registration Survey Tew| |8

[ Search  |[PostemNotes|[ WpAHistory |[  FAQ | Volunteers |[ ContactUs |

lowa WPA Graves - Searchable Genealogy Database & Family History Resource - Locate Ancestors and Complete Your Family Tree

lowa Obituaries Family Tree History Geneology Death Records
Explore Old Newspapers Today For Comprehensive Family Tree Lookup Obituaries & Death Records
lowa Obituaries From Any Year! Search. Trace Your Family History ~ On Anyone Free. Official Service
NewspaperArchive.com/Obil Here_ Death-Records.GovDeathRecords.com
Ancestry.com
Ads by Google
THOMPSON, Melburn F. Add a Post-em Note
Born: AGE 76 s How to use post-em notes...
Died: 22 SEP 1937
Your Name: i
Cemetery: GREENBAY Rl (requiced)
Location: GREENBAY TWP. Your Email: | 2] (required)
County: CLARKE CO. - IOWA ) )
Record Notes: Notify me \A!rhen others posl to this record.
Related Web Page: (optional) 7]
URL:
The information contained on this website was originally recorded by lowa
WPA (Works Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In URL Title:
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. Note:
e Search for additional lowa WPA Records (retire)
e Learn more about WPA History
e Get answers to frequently asked questions about WPA accuracy.
e Visit the lowa Gravestone Photo Project. You have 400 characters remaining.
Password: 2] (Required)

| Post |
No "Post-em's" have been —
contributed for this record.

Home | Friends of IAGenWeb | Join Our Team | Postem-Notes | WPA History | Contact Us | Admin

Project Coordinator - Rich Lowe
Copyright @ 2010 - IAGenWeb, lowaWPAGraves.com

Web Site Design and Web Hosting provided by JLConsulting
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——— [Suggest a correction]
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