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10 HISTORY OF DECATUR COUNTY 

A. Otis vVhite, who is engaged in the undertaking business in Lamoni. 
Arthur H. is married and has one child. He is now operating the 
home farm near Lamoni. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Smith 
has given stalwart support to the republican party and has served as 
a member of the board of supervisors, while for the past thirty years 
he has acted as school treasurer-a fact indicative of the confidence 
reposed in him by his fellow townsmen. In matters of religion he and 
his family affiliate with the Methodist church, and fraternally he is 
11 Mason, belonging to the blue lodge at Lamoni. The position he 
has attained and the success he has won is the outcome of energy 
and perseverance intelligently applied in his early manhood. To few 
is accorded the privilege of traveling the journey of life together for 
a period of more than fifty years as Mr. Smith and his estimable wife 
haYe done and to few is accorded the high regard and esteem that 
this venerable couple enjoy from all with whom they are brought in 
contact. 

RON. lHELBERN F. THOMPSON. \ 

Hon. l\-lelbern F. Thompson, of Van Wert, is representing his 
district in the state legislature and is proving farsighted and 
courageous in his loyalty to the best interests of the people. A native 
of Clinton county, Ohio, he was born in October, 1860, a son of "\V. 
J. and E. J. (Stephenson) Thompson, who removed to Decatur 
county, Iowa, in 1880. The father continued to follow agricultural 
pursuits until his demise, which occurred at Van Wert in 1905, when 
he was seventy-two years of age. He served in a number of town­
ship offices and was an active member of the Christian church. His 
wife, a native of Ohio, is still living and resides with the subject of 
this review. 

:Melbern F. Thompson entered Hedding College in Illinois after 
completing his public-school education and there prepared more fully 
for meeting the responsibilities of later life. He continued to reside 
upon the farm with his parents until he was eighteen years of age and 
then engaged in railroad service as telegraph operator and agent for 
'1ine years. He accompanied his parents to Iowa in 1880 and in 1892 
took up his residence at Van Wert, Decatur county, where he has 
since resided. For ten years he engaged in the grain and lumber 
business but for the last eight years he has given his attention to farm-

. . . . . . ' ... . ' . ' ~ . . ~ 

·h_~ •, .,;,;.! ·'v_. '•, ~.' 'i. • _ • .;'·'·."'-·~·•' , 0 ' : • '. • ,, '' )~~(~;~~--.'~~C,......;,, ... ,; . _. . ,., , , '. 
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HISTORY OF DECATUR COUNTY 11 

ing and to dealing in real estate. All of his business ventures have 
proved successful and he has gained more than a competence. In 
1912 he was chosen as state representative on the democratic ticket 
and is still serving in that capacity, his record being one of which 
he has every reason to be proud. He has also held other offices, as 
he was for eight years township clerk and has also served as town 
clerk. as councilman and as mayor. He is the acknowledged leader of 
the democratic party in his part of the state and his advice carries 
weight in party councils. He adheres to the Christian church, in 
whose teachings are found the guiding principles of his life, and his 
genuine worth of character has won him the respect of those who are 
associated with him. 

J. 0. CHERRY. 

J. 0. Cherry, who for the past four years has lived retired at 
Le Roy, has resided in Decatur county since 1869, and for many 
years devoted his time to agricultural pursuits. He was born in 
.l\'Iuskingum county, Ohio, August 19, 1841, of the marriage of 
.1\Iatthew and Mary (Offiter) Cherry, who removed to Ohio from 
the Keystone state in 1828. The father was born in Washington 
countv, Pennsylvania, and was there reared to manhood. His first . . 
wife, who was in her maidenhood a Miss Reed, passed away in that 
state, and his second wife, the mother of our subject, died in Mus­
kingum county, Ohio, when about forty-five years of age. He was 
subsequently married a third time and had in all seven children, but 
only two ar\ living, our subject and a brother. The father died in 
Muskingum county, Ohio, when seventy-seven years of age. 

J. 0. Cherry remained a resident of the Buckeye state until he 
was twenty-two years of age, and then removed to Jackson county, 
Iowa, where his father owned two hundred and forty acres of land. 
H e remained there until his marriage, after which he took up his 
residence in Henry county, Iowa, where he resided a few years before 
removing to this county. In 1869 he became a resident of Decatur 
county, locating on section 4, Garden Grove township, where he still 
owns two hundred and forty acres of fine land. He also holds title 
to eighty acres in Clarke county and during his active life success­
fully engaged in farming and stock-raising, specializing in breeding 
shorthorn cattle and Poland China hogs. He made all of the 
improvements upon his place and the fann is excellently developed 
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8. 
' ', . 7; jO : .. 

Place of birth .. . ..... Cf.V.l.l< ... iJ.L ...... (._,G~L?.L4y.-- ..... (.~L.L: i..... ..... ................. ........................ ... .. ... . ............... ........... ..... . 
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9. If born a broad , whore ................................. ..... .. ..................... .. .................. .................................. ......... .. ...... .... ........ . ..................... .. . .... . 

I 0. EmiJ(rate d t o America , when .............. .. ................................. ............. .... ......................................... .. . ........... ..... ... ........................ . . .. 

I I. First m igrated t o what state and county, wheth.er born abroad or l n Americ a ..... ... ....... .... ..... + • • •• • • • •• •••••••••• H •••••••••••• • • • ••••• 

.. k ....... ~1 .. .Ci::f ...... e~ 4. ...... j.ii.a ....... J <t. .. k . .f.......... . .. .. ___ ................................ .......... . .......................... .. .... ---------·r ~() __ , 1 tC~ dl , 1) .,. 

12. Emlzrated the secon d time to what state or county .... ~ .. CU.l/.{:\.Q. .... l.l • . . . / .... ::Zt7'£.1/ .. :.'~ ...... /...? .. .':· .. ~ ......................... .. 

13. Further emigration, If any ........................................................................................................................... ....... .... ...... .. ..... .. ... ............ .. 

14. Edu ca tion. Glu~ name and lo cati on of ru.ral, high, busin•~~ or t echnical school, college or university ...... ... ........ ................. . 

....................... ·····················································-··--· .. ... ---· ..... ·············· ·················· ····--······ ····-------- ···-- ....... ·········· ... ··············--········· ..... . 

I !1. Date of zraduatlon and degree if any . ..... .. d....f....f5. _~~ ... 1.&u.i.J../.jei.t:r.JJ:f.. ... .J.C8..i .. J: .. :.f:: .. :.::. , ............... . 
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16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

2 1. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

P l uce of death ······ ·· ·····-··•·· ··· ······ ······ ······ ·· ···· ······ ···· ·· ..... 

Dote o f dBath ............ ... .... .......•. ...... .. ...... .............. ..... . ..... .... ...... .. . .. ... ......... 
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You searched for Melburn F. Thompson in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1·800-ANCESTRY 
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1930 United States Federal Census 

:\arne: Melburn F Thompson 

Home in 19;30: Long Creek, Decatur, Iowa 
\'iewMap 

Age: 67 

t·:<;timated birth abt 1863 
ye<~r: 

nirthplacc: Iowa 

Rl'lution to Head Head 
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Occupat ion: 
Education: 
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Rent/home \·aluc: 

A~f.c at. first 
I) arnagc: 

o·rffilrtnts' 1 pace: 

>:eighbors: View others on page 

Household ~anu:-

Members: Melburn F Thompson 

Source Cita t ion : \f'ar 19.10: Q>n.; 1 .. J-1M't" IJ.Jng Cr«l: n. tur l11.n2 Roll tJ..U': P31r .2 \. 

., ...,.t noon Oi.;.trict. 20: lfnalt*': ~.;q.o, 

Source Information: 
\nt't'11'\.t'\1m. 19.10 l 'nitnt Stutes ftcl~n.rl C t'IL"W' [dat bo1M' on4 nc-1 Prmn. L: r L!'-\ 
\tKY .. tl').rom OJ)('ration:-. Inc-. 2002. On& na ddt.l Un ltd St ttc or \mtn('8 Bllf\"41 I ofthr 
Cen<-u'. Fifte(!flth C'.t.'11 ... us of the l nited Stat('$, 19.10. \\i'~hln&lOn. 0 C. ~.uonaf \I'M \f'S and 
l{,'('()rds \dmini,tr<~tion. tQ~~o. T626. 2.btq roll!~. 

De~cription: 

Containing r~l'·ords for ~pprm.zmatt-1~ 12;3 million \mt>ll<"rtn~. thll' 1~ iO l: rutrd Stout .. lt~d~ ldl 
Ct>J\'>U\ is tht·lalgt·~t ('c.•n ... u:-. r'f"h•,t. ffl to d.1tr and itltH lnO!<ol n"t"\'llt ~11M II '"·''l.thl<- lor pttl lif' 
il<'tY:o.'. The" C"f'O:'H::- give's tt'\ a glimpsl· into thl·ln, ~of ,\Ill 'IIC'.tlh 111 1~30. :wei ront.tin .. 
infurmAtion i:~bonl.l hou,thr)lct\ famih nwcnht"r!\ .1nrl oo·upant' inc ludin~: bu1hpl.l~!o.. 
c)l·t·u~Mtion.;., imrnigr.'ltion. dtin•n,hip. ;md militAI~ St'l' irt'. Thco n.unt'JO t1f tho"t•li,lt>•l in th~ 
f'f'n!'ll~ Olf\•linkt"rllO .1<'hml iln(\j,tl.'.'.> of tht• H);40 C( 0\11$ Ltarn n10re ... 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates AdvemSing 

PRIVACY POliCY Terms and Cond•tJO(Is 

Age 

67 

Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-binlsse.dll?indiv=l&db=l930usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2c ... 

.Page 1 ot 1 

1/3/2010 
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) ( Post-em Notes ) ( WPA History ) ( FAQ ) ( Volunteers ) ( Contact Us 

Iowa WPA Graves· Searchable Genealogy Database & Family History Resource· Locate Ancestors and Complete Your Family Tree 

Iowa Obituaries 
Explore Old Newspapers Today For 
Iowa Obituaries From Any Year! 
NewspaperArchive.com/Obil 

THOMPSON, Melburn F. 
Born: 

Died: 
Cemetery: 

AGE76 
22 SEP 1937 
GREENBAY 

Location: GREENBAY TWP. 

family Tree History 
Comprehensive Family Tree 
Search. Trace Your Family History 
Here. 
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Genealogy Death Rec;ords 
Lookup Obituaries & Death Records 
On Anyone Free. Official Service 
Dealh-Records.GovDeathRecords.com 

Ad& by Coogle 

Add a Post-em Note 

i ' l:low to use post:S!m notes ... 

Your Name: (required) 

Your Email: [lJ (required) 

County: CLARKE CO. ·IOWA 
Record Notes: 

U Notify me when others post to this record. 

The information contained on this website was originally recorded by Iowa 
WPA (Worl<s Progress Administration) worl<ers during late 1930's. In 
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. 

• Search for addition~! Iowa WPA Records 

• Learn more about WPA History 

• Get answers t9..1!:!tquent!tl_sked questions~ WPA accuracy. 

Related Web Page: (optional) 11] 

URL: 

URL Title: 

Note: 
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• Visit the Iowa Gravestone Photo Projec_t You have 400 characters remaining. 

No "Post-em's" have been 
contributed for this record. 

Password: l1J (Required) 

r Post I 

Home I Friends of IAGenWeb I Join Our Team 1 Postern-Notes 1 WPA History 1 Contact Us 1 Admin 

Project Coordinator - Rich Lowe 
Copyright <CI2010 - IAGenWeb, lowaWPAGraves.com 

Web Site Design and Web Hosting provided by JLConsultin_g 

http://iowawpagraves.org/view.php?id=749560 1/3/2010 
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