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1832 I owa: Ita I-/iatory and lla Foremost Citizens 

fare of his ci ty and cou nty. His career was s uch as to warrant the trust and con· 
fid ence o f the business world, for he conducted a ll t ransactions on the strictest 

p r inci pl es of honor and integrity. and his devotion to t ilt!' public good was unques
tioned, a rising from a s incere interest in the welfare of his fellowmen. I n every 

relation of life he manifested qURlities which WOIl him unqualified confidence and 
esteem and proved him worthy of the respect /lnd hOllor which were so uniformly 
accorded him. H is name is perpetuated in thc extensive business interests which he 
established, and his memory Ih'es in the Ilearts of those who knew <'I nd 10\'ed him 
for II is splendid and noble If4:mhood. 

HON. WILLJA.\I I. ATKI NSON. 

Hon. William I.. Atkinson, member of th~ state legislature and speaker of tbe 
llOuse in the t hirty-sixth general assembly, was one of the YOllngest men who has 
ever p resided over that body. Hi s capability, his impllrtiality and his sagacity 

Illade him Il most popular officer and his rulings rccci\'ed the s tl'ong indorsement 
of the legisllltil'c body. . 

Iowa is proud to number the H OIl . \Vil linm .J. Atkin)on .1 mong her native sons. 

H e was born in CI""ks\'ille, iHlIrch 17, l 876, a son of H enry lInd Sophia Atkinson, 
in whose family were senn children, of whom he was the youngest. H e left the 
home farm a t the time of his father 's death, which occur red when William I. 
was but t hirteen yea rs of age. There came to him an ear ly recognit i()n of the vulile 
of education ill preparation for life's practiclil lind responsible duties and he made 

every etTor t to ad"unce in that direction. During his high school d3ys he worked 
at fnrm labor thr ough the su mmer \'acnlions and afterwa rd school te:1lching cllllbl ed 
him to continue his studics . For 11 time he W/.IS II teacher in the nual sc hools of 
Butl er county and afterwllrd bce1llne assis tant IJrincipll l o f the seh()O\s of Cla rks
ville. Still l llter he WIl S offcrcd lIml accepted thc position of principaU of the Ridge

way schools and the mOlley which he ellru ed at tClIelli ng enablcd him to pursue a thrcc 
years' course in the Uppe r l own University at Fayctle alld thcn {, .. Ilter the Statc 
U niversi ly, in which he de\'oted a yell r to the study of history and political science. 

He afte rwa rd matricnbited ill the law college /llId eomJlleted his COllrst: by graduation 

with the class of 1906. H e WllS tllen admitted to the bll r but hus nel'er engaged 
ae\i\'ely in prllctiee, fo r Ilis attention was directed into o ther business channels 
whtrcin he has made s teady progress. Du ring his college days he became inter;osted 
in tlle l)'ccum business ann following the completion of his law cou.rse he concen

tratcd his energies upon lyceum work, in which he has developed a business of 
gratifyi ng p roportions. From the position of agent he was ad\'afK'cd to i1mt of 

{listriet m:mager fo r the l\lutual Lyccum Burellu of C hicago, his territory compris
ing I owa, South D akota :md sou thern J\J innesotll. H c managed tlle interests of 

thc bUrt"llu with s lleh k{,(,11 insight a un capability that lIe won the conHnendation 
IHld appr o\'al !lot onl,\' of tht" home uffiee, bUl of nil those for who:sc interests he 

cared in connection with public entt'rtninmcnts. In September , 19 13 . at the C01l
,'ention in Chiellgo. he WIiS (,Ie('\rd " kr president of the fn ter naJtion.11 LycruOl 

Associlltioll. The fullowing cOlllmrnt lUI S been madc upon his bl.lsi nrss ca reer; 
" T he s to r~' of hi s ri se from :m a~(,llt to the (l is tr ict mnn.1ft(·r fo r the ). l l1t\1.11 L,I"ceum 
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Bureau, handling the territory embraced in his own sta te, South Dakota lind southe rn 
Minnesota, is an inspiration to the many thousands who have since looked to him 
for their higher, nohler amusements; tlleir purposeful, profitable, mental lind moral 
uplift, and those musical and li terary ~reats that have turned thousands of drea ry 
e,'enings into a j oy forever. The lyceum and the cha utauqua have been the greatest 
Hberal ize.rs in religion, politics and business, more so than any other institutions 
extant. That is why Iowa a ppreciates William and looks to him as a candidate who 

will represent the state as 'Well as Butler county. On March the 8th, 191 2, Willi3111 
I. Atkinson, of Clarksville, W3S elected II member of the Stete Historical SOciety 
jn r ecognition of his work in that line. This is an honor that comes only by invitu 
tiOIl. H ere J have not ~3id a thing about those trai ts of character , those t es4 of 
manhood 's real worth that a re r evealed only to those who know the inward work
ings of our lives. J will s imlJly say that God only makes a few men who always 
ring true anq fortuna te indt:ed is he who enjoys the friendship of one of these." 

In 1909 AJr. Atkinson was called upon to mourn the loss of his wifc, who bore 
the mniden name of Rachel Patti Maxon and who pr ior to her ma rriage was n 
talented render of Brookly n, New York. Mr. Atkinson is a prominent Mason, 
having attained the Knights T emple r degree of the York Rite, while with the Nobles 
of EI Kahir Temple he has crossed the sands of t he desert. He also has mcmbe r
sh ip with the Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. 
H e has become perhaps almost as widely known in politi cal circles as he has through 
his business connections, for he is now one of the recognized leaders of the r epub
lica n party in Iowa. H e has e"er stanchly advocated the principles of the party 
and his fitness for leadcrsh ip led to his selection in Butler county for the offi ce of 
representative in the state legislature. During his first term there came to him the 
,musunl honor of being given a chairmanship , for he was p laced at the head of the 
committce o·f the college fo r the blind. H c was also made n member of the COIII 

mittees on state educational institutions, normal sehools, roads and highways, public 
health, schools and teJ:tbooks J enrolled bills, appropriations and soldiers ' a nd orphalls' 
homes . He hns been greatly interested in legislation affecting schools :wd the public 
health, advocating many valuahle material changes in connection with the rural school 
system and with the de,'elopmellt of s tate schools. After serving in the t hirty-fifth 
gCllernl assembly Mr. Atkinson won many fri end s who recognized his wo rth and his 
ca paci ty. H is ability and dear perception of legislative duties and power s wcre 
recogn ized by his fellow members and r esulted in Ilis election to the office of speaker 
of the thirty-sixth general assembly. This election, according to the Butler County 
Press, " was not due to Il.ccident nor to political adivity. His mcasure wns carefully 
taken by associntes in the legislll.ture and his eleetion followed a s a just and fa ir 
tribute to a desen 'ing oRkia!. The people of the state have not been disappointed ill 
the judgment of the mcmber s of the t hirty-sixth ge llerai assembly. Mr . Atkinson dis
charged the duties of his high office with ability, fairness a nd satisfaction to his fellow 
members and t he whol e people of the state, being responsible to all for his official acts. 
H e has never had occasion to apologize for nnyo f his official acts and we always know 
where he stands on all public questionl;." 11 is well known that Mr. Atk inson 's posi
tion is never li n equivocal one, H e frankly and freely .discusses his opinions if they 
a·re asked for and makes no secret of his position upon any vital question. H e has 
labort:d for many interests tl lat he believed to be Eor the benefi t of the eommollwetllth 
aiong the lines of substantial reform, prog ress ana improvement and he has been 
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1U"1..:II; 1 Ill' l Ji.~·I()ru fIIllt J lll- F uremust Citi:xlI_'I 

,pokcn of by 11 c~HlI~' lllp(J rary uiog' raphu ,IS a lUau "WJIO' ~ ' ~ pJ"IIt!it! phy~i q"e is bul 
II Ie cxp ression of a !oliil Ul"o'itk r , l>il"oJlgcr aJlt! lllUTe lol;dw;u·t nalure. \\"ilh him life b 

n-,,] and c;lrllcsl and I .. : uUat:ks each dllty ... ith a eUlLtagi' III!o cnlhusi'I!olll tlla \ IJrudul:l's 

w atifyillg rcsults:' 

JA:'>.IES F. POWELL. 

.Jame'> F. I'o ... d l, publishe r of the OUulllwa Courier, WIIS bor n ill Jbrrillgtoll, 
IJdaw;m,:, August 16, 18GS, 11 SUIl of C. C. :un] Katc ( F ountai n) Powell, wh() wcrc 
lIatin's of Udawan' liud Mary land respectively , \rht'll hi s textbooks were put 
",.ide h(' turn ed llis ath:nliOJl to the printing tr1)(le, lIlastcrillg tllc Illcch:lIlica l l'roc
,·,s<.:s of tile I JU .~j nl·.~,. :lIld g rad ll1.J ly wurking hi s W:lY upwllrd to pos itions nf import 
:lIIce in c<.mneclion wilh new"' l'nper publicnUulI_ In 1~!)5 he bec:Illlc fur cman on 
Ih..: OttUlllwn Courier and five years lakr was alh-anced to tilt' pos ition uf assist;lnt 
IJ\ls iuess manager. In 1DO I ht: became lJU ~i ncss lM.lmgc r and in 1905 took 1I\'cr 
the publie:.ltiun Ilf th,: IHlpel', to which hc now de\'ot~s h i .~ time and enc rgks_ H I' 
i .~ inkre'ted in tht· l.('l' ~cwspnpcr Sy nd it'alr IlUd is till\" of th.· pWUlillcli t f, 'pl-, .. 
~'; lIt :lti \'cs of l1 e \\"'~ l'ap" r il1 tCl'r~ts ill l own. 

On the 11th of S"plt'mbr l' , 1907, ill Frcmont, N t'b ra sk:!. :'>.rr. P owcll was joinell 
in IIvlloc!,; tu :'>.I i~~ -'Inry E. Gnrdtll' r , II nativc IIf :\'cbrll~kll and a d:lughter of :'>. 1r . 
:\nt! -'Irs_ ,,' . H. ( inrdllt' r , who r C1l10\'CO 10 that ~ t;l t C from I llinois. i'l lr. ulII l .\ Ir ~. 

Pnwcll l1a lT tltrl;C SOliS, RulJnt, Jolin (JlI l! 'Vill illlll. T he r,unily attended t he 
:'>. I ethodist Epi scopal chUl'ell. ;"r. Powt:ll gjl'cs his politiC'll allegianc.: to the 
(I 'publicall ]lurl_I' , bllt .1silk fmlll llwllifcsting a riti7.l; n 's in kr.',,-t in the ql1estiolls a. nd 
i ~~ urs (If thc da,'" i~ 1101 actll'c in politics. H e is 11 '\ 1:I~u l l alld 1::lk :1Ilt! h 'I .~ SOm., 
r luJ, rcl(ltiolls hut could not be ca l1!fd n. dub man in the us\wl sen.~C of t ill: te rm, 
" ... his time and (' nergies arc elJHcent rllted upon his llus ill es .~ a!1·air ~. 

1·ION, JOl-IN L, WILSON , 

\Vhcne,'cr II r ,~s idel1t of C linton cuunty is asked to name th e most prominent 
CUlll('rs of thc district, nll110s t il11lllnl b trly i~ mCII!iullecl tile 11;lIl1e of John L. 
" ' ilson, proprietor of the 'VnJnut Stock Farm, whose import:lI1 t ag ricuhur ,1 ! and 
stock raising inten 'sls place him ill ... , promincnt p,)sition in bll sinc~s circ!e.~, whH\;' 

hi.~ public spi rit h ,15 gllincd him recognition ns onl' of tit" foremost citi~ens of the 
county. Hc was born Octouer 2::;, 111 :1 7,011 the fum when' he now resides, his par ents 
h('iug ~ratthew nn e! Syhhila ( Ru g-h) Wil.~ol1 , both of whom werc nativcs of P cnn
~.,'I\,(lIlia, whrre tlll','- we re rc,1n'd "nd mltr r i('d . The former wns II .~Clll of Jolin and 

'\ :lIlC,V \riholl_ /lnd ,10 1111 "- ils l'Ili "':!s thl' PTUp;l'llitnr n l' tid, hrll1lch of the famil,'- in 
Amr rica , comiiJ~ from Ireland with hi s part'nl s , whu ,~dt1rd in Al1cghcny cotlnty, 
1' ,'n l1syh'nni :J .. whc li h,. was cig:!l t .'-ClllS of "g"e. H e s pent his life Il.~ 1\ fllrm cr :Ind 

"<lllti nuell hi~ r.'~ ilkllCt' in Al1 t'~he l1.'- cnun!.'· until elllkr'l to hi ~ lin,,1 res t. Tn politic.~ 

lit' \1",1 ~ a st" lwll ri d elllocra t hut nt' I', 'r can't! hI hillel "Hict'. Hi s religiolls ,1fliliation 
w,,~ with ti ll' Prt'~h,dt' ria n l'Ilurch. :'>.r..I, Stick, the nl.1tt'rn;11 uncle of S.dJhiln 
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20 HISTORY Of BUTLER COUNTY 

along this line during his twenty rears Oil the sf'hool board, for the 
past fifteen years of which he has sen'cd as presidcnt. His cooper 
ation can always be counted upon in the promotion of public cnter
l)J'ises, which have for their object, conHlHmit~, ad\"ancemellt and 
growth. lIe was Que of the promoters of the Electric Light & 
Power Company, in which he is still a stockholder and director. 
He is a mall of more than ordinal'.\' ability and the position which 
he occupies in social, political and professional circles is the fit 
reward of a li fe of well directed encl'g,v amI stl'l:1ightfol'wanl deal
ings. 

HON. WILLIAM 1. A'l'KINSON. 

1' he consensus of public opinion accords H on. \Villiam I. Atkin 
son a prominent position in public regard. Attacks have been 
made upon him but they have been of a partisan natul'e and lIonc 
questioned the integrity of his motives 0 1' the honesty of his posi
tion. It is said that no man in Butler county has a wider personal 
acquaintance and perhaps none has a lal'ger circle of friends. 
Faith in him was strongly expreRsed in the election of November, 
1912, when he was chosen to r epresent his district in the state legis
lature, being the fil'st native son that Bntler county has sent to the 
general assembly. He was borll in Clarksville, March 17. 1876, his 
parents being Henry and Sophia Atkinson, of whom mention is 
made elsewhere in this yolull1e. He was thirteen year s of Hge whell 
his father died at which time he left the farm. He was the you ng
est of seven children, but at an ea rly age he realized the importance 
of acquiring an education and he spared no labor that would bring 
about this end. ' Vhile attending h igh school the vacation months 
were de\'oted to farm work and Jater he taught school. whel'eb~' he 
was enabled to contiuue his own studies. ' His early teaching ex
perience was in the l'ural schools of Butler count~' and subscqllen tl .v 
he was engaged as assistant p rincipal of the schools of Clai·ksville .. 
I-Ie was also at one time principal of the school at R idgeway. ' Vin
neshiek couuty. Iowa. H e worked his W3)' through three ~'eal'S at 
the Upper I owa U nivcrsit.,· of Fayette and next entered the State 
Uni'·eT'sitv. where he deyoted a "ear to the ~t1\(h' of histOIT and . . .. 
political s.cience be fore cnterillg the law college from which he waR 

gnlduated in ]906. Be was then admitted to the bal'. but has never 
engaged actiyeJ~ .. in practice. ffhe elemelltal ~tJ'ength of his char-

r 
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actel' is displayed in tbe resolute way in which he obtained an edu
cation in the face of difficulties and obstacles, which would have 
utterly detcl'l'cd mallY a young man of less resolute spirit and 
laudable ambition. \Vhilc in college he became gl'eatl~' interested 
in the lyceum business and following his graduation from the law 
department he gave his entire attention to lyceum work, wbich 
developed to large proportions and won him promotion from the 
position of agent to that of district manager for tIle Mutual I"yccum 
Bureau of Chicago, his tC1'l' itol'Y comprising I owa, South Dakota 
and southerll Minnesota. He managed the iuterests of the bUl'eau 
with such keen insight and capability that he WOll the commenda
tion and appl'oyal not only of the home office, but of all those for 
whose interests Ite cared in connection with public entertainments. 
In September. 1913, at the convention in Chicago, Mr. Atkinson 
was elected vicc president of the International Lyceum Asso
ciation. 

Mr. Atkinson was united in malTiage to Miss Rachel Patti 
xon, a talented l'cadcl' of Brooklyu, New York, who died in 

1::109. He has a ci rcle of friends almost coextensive with the circle 
of his acquaintances and thcy Teach far beyond thc limits of Butler 
county, fOl' he is now widely known in tbis and adjoining states. 
In Masonry he has attained the Knight Templal' degree and is also 
a member of E l Kahil' rremple of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrillf'. 
He also belongs to tho Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks. I n politics he has over been a stalwart 
republican and foHowing the suggestion of many friends he at 
length announced himself as a candidate for thc position of gen
eral assemblyman from Butler county. His election followed and 
during his first session he was given a chairmanship- an unusual 
honor- being placed at the head of the committee of the college 
·for the blind, He is also a membeJ' of the committees on state edu
cational institutions, normal schools, roads and highways, public 

.heal~h, schools and text books. enrolled bills. appropriat ions and r1?lCrS' an(~ orphans ' homes. H£> is gl'eatl~- interested in lC'gis
abon afiectlllg s('honls and puhlic health. He has studied the in· 
~Tests of humanity rather than material things and he stl'Ongl~' 
. Pposed the proposed ('1IaI1 0"(, made b," the state board of edllcatioll 
IDtt o. Sa e schools and has been an nnfaIt£>l'ing [lch'ocate for bettcr 
:~l'a l schools. Speaking of his business ('31'('('1" a cnntempoml'.'· 

'gl:aphel' has written. "The stOI'V of his 1" ise from an agent to the 

t-~.st~lct manager fol' th (' Mutual' L\'(~eum BUl'eau. handling the 
el'1'ltOl'V e ll · 1· . ~ 

1"01, ,, _ ~. m )I'acec III w: own stnte, .... ollth Dakota and !-)o ll thel'n 
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.:\lillllcsota. is au inspiration to the mauy thousallds who han: :-;illce 
looked to him for their higher, nobler amusements; their pUl'pose
full profitable, mental and moral uplift, and those musical and 
litenuT treats that have turned thousands of dreary cyenings into 
a joy "forever. The Jyceum and the chautauqua ha ,"e be€-'II the 
greatest libel'alizcl's in religion, politics and business, morc so than 
any other illstitutiOll extant. That is why Iowa appl'eciates "\\7il_ 
ham and looks to him as a candidate who will l'epresent the state 
as we11 as Blltler county. 011 ~:lal'ch the Sth. 1912. ",Villiillll 1. 
Atkinson of Clal'ksdlle, was elected a member of the State His
torical Society in recognition of his \\"ol'k in that line. This i ~ an 
honor that comes only by indtHtioll. Here I han' not said a thing 
about those traits of character} those tests of manhood's real worth 
that are reyealed onl.\- to those who know the inward workinf!;s of 
our ]i1'es. I will simply sar that God only makes a few men \1'ho 
fllwa~'s ring true (\nel fortl1l1(\te indeed is he who enjoys the friend
ship of one of these. " 

Sneh a one is 'Villi am I. Atkinson, whose splendid ph.,·siql1e 
is but the expression of a still broader, stronger and more ~tfl l wHrt 

nature. ' Vith him life is real and earnest and he attacks e<1rh dllt~
with a contagions clltlm~iaRm that pro(hl('e~ gratifying I'(,~lllt~. 

Y. C. BIRNEY. M. D. 

Dr. Y. C. Birney, the oldest medical prrtctitionel' in Butler 
county, dates his rE'Sidence in Greene from ] 872 and since that 
time has become estrtblished as one of the leading and prominent 
physician s and surgeons ill this section of th/;' sta te. Ht' was 
born in Olltal'io, Canacb, No1'ember 1, 1849. a SOil of Dr. 1.ewis 
and 1\1ary (Ferris) Birney. the fOl'mer ~l nath'e of New York 
state and the Jatter of Canada. The fnthel' grew to manhood in 
his natiye community and later ll1o\'ed to Toronto. Ontario. where 
he studied medicine. After l'ccei\'ing his degree he moved to the 
States, locrtting in F]o~rd county, this state. ill 1856. He enga.ged 
in genel'al pl'actice there for many ~'eal's, afterwal'd moYing to 
Nora S])l'ings, whel'e he spent his dec1ining ~'eal'S, his death oe
cUlTing nbout 1908. His wife sllryj1'es him fino is still h:1le and 
heal't:· at the age of eighty-eight. 

Dr. V. C. Birney came to Iowa with his parcllts when he was 
but a c-hild and he grew to H1<ll1hond in Floyd county, acqul1'ing 
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