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A Peek At The Past · · · 

THOMPSON * 1892-1992 

)~~ ",r . A· Go od Place 
To Call Home ~~~ 

THOMPSON, IOWA 
1892-1992 
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ANDREW J. AND ELLEN ANDERSON 
FAMILY 

Andrew J. Anderson was born in Wisconsin on 
October 19, 1855. He married Ellen OIdsdatter Op­
dahl. She was born in Kristiansund. Norway, on 
July 4, 1846, and died in Thompson on August 27, 
1922. 

Andrew was said to have been hard working and 
hot tempered. He was known as "Lightning" 
Anderson. The Andersons farmed south of Thomp· 
son and retired in Thompson. It has been told that 
there was always a ball game going on in their 
pasture. 

Andrew and Ellen died the same week and there 
was a double funeral. 

Their children were: Oscar. Gilbert, Elvin, Joseph 
and Bertha. 

JOSEPH HERMAN ANDERSON 

" Baker" Andereoll ud hia wife, Kristina (Ieated), 
IU't pietured witb t~e of their childnD (from left), 
J oe, Augulta and John. 

Joseph Herman Anderson was born in 8 log cabin 
in the "bush country" or woods two and one-half 
miles northwest afForest City on April 12, 1871. On 
the night of his birth, his lO-year-old sister rushed 
through the brush for a mile to fetch a midwife as 
the wolves howled in the distance. Joe had one 
brother and six sisters, some of whom were born in 
Norway. Their parents were Anders and Kristina 
Anderson. 
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When Joe was three years old, the family moved 
into a log cabin on a fiat where the town of Leland is 
now located. At the age of four years, his sisters 
took him to visit school at Benson Grove. T hey told 
him if the teacher looked at him as though she were 
saying something he was to go up to class. When 
she looked at him, he sailed up to her desk expecting 
to read. She took him back to the seat and impro· 
vised a pillow. so he could take a nap. 

The family moved to about seven miles west of 
Lake Mills for a short time. Joe remembered the ox­
en swimming the stream at high water mark on the 
way to town. 

Next, the family moved to a farm two miles south 
and three miles west of Thompson, the old John 
Anderson Gangsei farm. Joe and his mother and 
brother herded cattle while his father worked as a 
hired hand for farmers. Friends and neighbors tore 
down the log cabin west of Lake Mills and rebuilt it 
on 40 acres one mile west and two and one-half miles 
south of Thompson (the old Theodore Austin farm, 
now owned by Irma Lockrem). The farm was home­
steaded by Joe's father. This 40 acres, after he had 
paid all expenses, got the deed and lived on it for 
five years, cost him approximately $20.00. 

At 10 years of age, Joe started to school in a log 
school four miles south and one mile west of Thomp­
son. Children from the Arne Dahl, Larson, Osmund­
son, Mortenson, and Baker Anderson families at;.. 
tended the school. From age 10 to 17, Joe had from 
three to five months schooling each year. 

A school was erected a mile north !Linden No.2) 
and Halvor Mattison was the teacher. Joe, 
Lawrence Larson and John Osmundson got their 
teaching certificates from this school. Joe then went 
to the county superintendent and said he wanted to 
teach. He was told he was too young to take the 
exams. However. the superintendent soon called 
him back due to a shortage of teachers. He passed 
the exams and was given a school in the west end of 
Linden township. At that time, the present town­
ships had not been platted and Linden township ex­
tended west to Kossuth County. 

From 1895 to 1898, Joe worked out in t he sum­
mer, taught the faU term to earn money and then at­
tended college at Cedar Falls during winter and 
spring sessions. He graduated in 1898, having car­
ried a whole year of credits in two terms. For two 
years, he taught and was superintendent at Fair­
banks, Iowa. and did farm work in the summers. 

,Joe Anderson and Matilda Keil were married 
December 26, 1898, at Linden Lutheran Church by 
the Rev. Salveson. In 1900, they moved to his 
father 's homestead where t hey farmed about t hree 
years. In 1912. they moved to their farm three miles 
south and one-half mile west of Thompson, the pres-
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Joe Andenon and Matilda Keil were married at 
Linden Lutheran Church on D_mMf 26, 1898. 

ent Dan Thorland home. This was their family home 
the rest of their lives. 

Their children were Delpha, Ada. Orland, Joy. 
Merlin and Rhoda. Twin boys died in infancy. 

Joe was elected and served as Clerk of the District 
Court in Winnebago County from 1904 until 1912. 

In the education field. Joe served on the board of 
education of Waldorf College; the board of education 
of the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America; and from 1931 to 1937 on the Iowa State 
board of education. In 1923, he gave the June gradu­
ation address at Iowa State Teachers' College. This 
was the 25th anniversary of his own graduation 
from the college. 

1n the agricultural field. Joe was active in local 
Jperatives. He helped organize the Thompson Co­

operative Creamery and served on the Farmers Co­
op Elevator board. He served on the Iowa State Col­
lege agricultural foundation board which managed 
endowment farms owned by the college. He was also 
president of the National Cooperative Creamery 
Association. 

In the political field. Joe served for five terms 
(1915-1923) as representative in the Iowa State leg­
islature. including one term and five months as 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. In 1924. 
he was defeated. for the governorship of Iowa. al­
though he carried Gov. Hammill's home coun.ty 
(Hancock) as well as his own home county (Wm­
nebago). 

He introduced Pres. Herbert Hoover at his open­
ing speech for re-election in 1932 and was a delegate 
to the national Republican convention in Chicago 
that year. 

Joe was sent from Iowa to speak before the 
United States National Chamber of Commerce in 
May, 1938, to promote closer farm and industry 
ties. 

He remained active in local and state organiza­
tions and in the Republican party. He made trips to 

'ashington. D. C. to work on behalf of agriculture. 
Joe died in September, 1953 and Mathilda in Feb-

ruary, 1958. They are buried in Linden Lutheran 
cemetery, southwest of Thompson. 

Joe Anderson's Parents 

Anders Anderson (also known as Baker Anderson) 
was born in Lille Hammer, Norway. the youngest of 
12 children. At 15 years of age. he left home, walked 
70 Norwegian miles to Trondheim, Norway, where 
he learned the bakery trade by serving as an appren­
tice for seven years. He followed this profession for 
30 years in Norw~y and two years in Chicago, Ill. 

He married Kristina Hansdatt.er Haukaason. She 
was born in Hedemarken, Norway. They came to 
Chicago, Ill., in 1866. There were eight children in 
the family. 

The skipper of the ship that they came to America 
on told the passengers, "You folks don't need to 
think that fried pigeons will fly into your mouths in 
America." They found this true and that it required 
continuous persistent. hard work, a long. deter­
mined grind. They came here already schooled in the 
real privations of want and poverty and were enured 
to the difficulties they faced on this side of the 
ocean. Baker Anderson knew the taste of barley 
bread mixed with ground bark. He died in 1900 at 
age 73 and his wife died in 1910 at age 63. 

About 1885. a terrible storm struck this part of 
the country. Baker Anderson, who lived on the farm 
where Irma Lockrem now resides, took his family to 
the basement and held the doors by pulling them 
down so the storm didn't take them. Suddenly, the 
doors were jerked out of his hands and there in the 
storm stood Ole Dahl. His father. Arne Dahl. was 
bringing the mother and a three-day-old baby. Their 
house (where Don and Elmira Bell reside) had been 
blown over. Eric Dahl had started. but was taken by 
the wind and ended up at Finer's old place. 
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Matilda Keil Anderson's Family 

Andrew Olson Keil came from Keel, Norway. 
where he herded cattle until he was 15. He went to 
work as a choreboy for the seamen who were often 
very cruel to the boys. He was confirmed in Norway 
in the same class with Ted Isaacson's mother. 

Andrew came to America several times as a sea­
man. When he settled here. he sent passage money 
to Diktena Antonsdatter from Kageraa. Norway. to 
come to America. They were married in Chicago. 
Matilda Keil (Mrs. Joe Anderson) was born March 
24.1876. northwest of Forest City . There were eight 
children in the family. They moved to the farm three 
miles south and two miles west of Thompson (Henry 
Hauan/Dave Larson farm), thereby becoming 
neighbors to the Andersons.. . 

Andrew Keil died in 1908. Dlktena moved IOto 
Thompson where she lived in a house one block 
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north of the schoolhouse. She died in 1923. 
Because of t he teacher shortage, Matilda Keil was 

asked to teach school, even though not of legal age. 
She taught for five years until her marriage to Joe 
Anderson. Joe and Matilda were confirmed by the 
Rev. Ole Tormesgaard in a neighborhood school­
house which then served as the church. 

Joe ADder800 aDd bi8 BOD, OrlaDd, ia 1910. 

ORLAND A. ANDERSON-LAURA M. (FIELD) 
ANDERSON 

Orland A. Anderson was born September 8,1904, 
in a log cabin home southwest of Thompson, the son 
of Joe and Matilda (Keil) Anderson. He first lived in 
Forest City where his father was Clerk of the 
District Court. He took his academy and junior col­
lege work at Waldor! College and then attended 
Iowa State Teachers College in Cedar Falls. He was 
confirmed at Bethany Lutheran Church in Thomp­
son in 1920 by the Rev. Andvik. 

Laura M. Field was born in a log cabin near Joice, 

Laura Field became the bride of 
Orland Anderson on September 8, 
1928. 
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Iowa, on December 9, 1903. She attended country 
schools, and then the academy and junior college at 
Waldorf College, where she was active in music. She 
taught country schools for four years. 

Orland and Laura were married September 8, 
1928, at Beaver Creek Lutheran Church near Joice, 
Laura's home church. They first farmed three miles 
south and three miles west of Thompson. They be­
came the parents of one daughter, Verneil, born 
January 14, 1930. 

The Andersons attended Linden Lutheran Church 
where Laura served as church organist, using the 
old pump organ. They later transferred to Bethany 
Lutheran Church in Thompson. Both Orland and 
Laura were active in church and local organizations, 

Laura aDd Orland AndersoD observed tbeir golden wedding aD' 
niversary at a receptioD at Waldorf College, Forest City, Iowa, 
on August 20,1978. Al80 pictured is their daughter, Verneil, and 
her husband, Dooald BraDstad. 

Laura was afflicted with arthritis which worsened 
until she was confined to a wheelchair the last 16 
years of her life. Orland died February 17, 1986 and 
Laura died January 24, 1988. They are buried at 
Rose Hill cemetery in Thompson. 

Verneil attended country school, Thompson High 
School and then St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn., 
and Fairview Hospital nursing program. She was 
active in 4-H work. On May 18, 1968, she married 
Donald H. Branstad. Don was born Aprill, 1927, 
and raised in the Thompson area. He served one and 
one-half years in the Army Signal Corps and was 
stationed in the Philippine Islands. He graduated 
from Iowa State College, Ames, majoring in elec­
trical engineering, and later took a two-year 
business course at the University of Minnesota. The 
Branstads have made their home in Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

MEMORIES OF EARLY DAYS ON THE FARM, 
BY VERNEIL BRANSTAD 

We lived across the road from grade school Linden 
No.3, so teachers stayed at our house. The teachers 
would go to school early to get the fire started so the 
school would be warm when the students arrived. 
Two students would go to our place each day to 
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1616 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

CARL C. ANDERSON 

MR. SPEAKER : Your committee, appointed to preplHe a suitable reso_ 
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Carl C. Anderson, begs leave to submit the following me­
morial: 

Carl C. Anderson was born in Sweden, June 8, 1873, and passed away 
at. Mu rphy Memorial Hospital in Red Oak, Iowa, on September 29, 1954. 
He received his early schooling in t he rural schools of Sweden. 

Mr. Anderson came to the United States in 1890 and worked as a farm 
laOO I'l!T in Mills County. 

He was naturali:r.ed and Cllst his nut. vote for president in 1896. 

In 1901, Mr. Anderson bought II. farm in Montgomery County and was 
a resident of that county for more than fifty years. 

Mr. Anderson was married to Miss Mary Jones August 25, 1897. His 
wife lost her life in an automobile accident April 20, 1914. Surviving 
him a re four daughte rs and one son. 

Mr. Anderson was • member of the Forty-first, Forty-second an d 
Forty-second Extra sessions of the General Assembly of Iowa. 

He was a member of the Methodist Church, Order of the Eastern Sta r , 
Masons, Scottish Rite Masons and was a member of the AAA County 
Committee, acting as chainnan for a number of years. 

Th~ "~/ore, Be I t Resolv~d by the H OlUle 01 Rel,re,enta.tives 01 the Fifty­
,ixth General A",~m blll 01 l ow,,: That in the passing of the Honorable 
Carl C. Anderllon, the people of Montgomery County and the entire State 
of Iowa ha"~ sustained a 2Tcat loss and the House expresses its appreci­
IItion of his character and public ser vice and tenders, by this resolution, 
it sincere and hcartfelt sympathy to his beloved fam ily in their gTeat 
sorrow and loss. 

Be It Fltrther Re8olved: That a copy of this r esolution be sprea d 
upon the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be di rected to 
forward a n enrolled copy to the fami1~' of the deceased. 

OSCAR N, H ULTMA"', 

JAMES E , BRILES, 

WM. H . H ARBOR, 

COlJlIuilt(,6. 

JOSE PH H. ANDERSON 

MR. S PEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso· 
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Joseph H. Anrlerson, begs leave to submit t.he following m e· 
morial: 

Joseph H . Anderson was born in a log cobin two and one· half miles 

r 
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north of Forest City, Iowa, April 12, 1871, and passed away at his farm 
home, southwest of Thompson, Iowa, September 25, 1953. 

After attending the local country schools of his day on app roximately 
a four month basis per year, he received his degree from Iowa State 
Teachers College in 1898. Upon graduation he served as superintendent 
or schools at Fairbank, Iowa, for two years. Except for a period of 
eight yeaN. during which he was cle rk of COUI·ts for Winnebago County, 
he s pent the rest of his lifetime fa rming. . 

In the educational field he served on the board of education for Wa l­
dorf College, on the board of education of the Norwegian Evangelical 
Luthuan Church of America , and on the Iowa Stale BOard of Education. 

He was married in 1898 to Matilda Keil. 

H e wag elected Representative from Winnebago County in 1914 and 
served in the Thirty-sixth , Thirty-.seventh, Thirty-eighth, Thirty-ninth, 
Fortieth and Fortieth Extra sessions of the General Assembly. He 
served as Speaker of the Houge of Representatives in the Fortieth Gen ­
eral Assembly. 

In the agricult ura l field , he was active in local cooperatives. He worked 
on the Iowa State Agricultural Foundation in connection with Iowa 
State College, wag president of the Iowa Stale Co-operative Creamery 
Association, and laler of the National Co-operative Creamery Agsocia­
tion. He wag a li fetime member of the Linden Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Linden township. 

Mr. Anderson is aurvived by his wife, Matilda, two sons, Orland of 
Thompson and Merlin of Ames: four daughterll, Mrs. A. J. Field of For­
est City. l\tfll . R. F . Wunder of Sanborn. Joy of Cedar Rapids, and Mrs. 
Wilbur O. Bowers of Long Beach, California. Abo lIurviving are one 
brothe r, John A. Anderllon of McClusky. North Dakota. thirteen grand­
children and a host of other relatives and friends. 

T It.e'·elore , Be It Ruolved bit the /-Iollse 01 Reprnentatives 01 tM Filt,,­
.b; tk Gene'·al A sae1nbl1l of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
Joseph H. Anderson. the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful, 
Useful public servant, and the Houge, by this resolution, would exp ress 
its apprecia tion of his service, and tender its sympathy to his wife and 
members of his family_ 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled cop~· to the famil y of the deceased. 

H£NflY C. N£LSON, 
CURTIS G . RIEHM, 
W. R. CHRISTIANSEN, 

Committee. 
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