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He was a simple, honest man who spoke the truth, who paid his debts, 
and did his work thoroughly and was satisfied with what he earned. 

A descendant of the old stock of Ireland who fought against oppres­
sion is bound to be free at any cost. He hated tyranny in any form. The 
poet says: 

"I honor the man who is ready to sink 
Half his present repute for tbe freedom to think; 
And when he is through, be his thought strong or weak, 
Will sink t'other half for the freedom to speak, 
Caring naught for what vengeance the mob has in store­
Let that mob be the upper ten thousand, or lower." 

That was the spirit of a typical Senator. That is the spirit that is 
needed now. Never has it been needed more than it is today-to guard 
our land against the oppression of the demagogue. · 

·vhile such a man lives, his fellowship is a blessing and when he 
• .• GS his memory is sacred. . 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

NICHOLAS J. SCHRUP 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee which was appointed to report a reso: 
lution commemorating the life, character and services of the late Nicholas 
J. Schrup, begs leave to submit the following report and moves its adop­
tion: 

The death of Ron. Nicholas J. Schrup deprived Iowa of one of the 
valued pioneer citizens, whose career is typical of the unwavering pur­
posefulness of the early settlers of mid-western America. 

Nicholas J. Schrup was born in Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Au­
gust 23, 1853. Two years later his parents ·emigrated to America and 
settled on a farm in Mosalem township. Here their son was brought 
up and here he spent his youth. At seventeen he entered the St. Francis 
Normal School, Milwaukee, from which he was graduated in 1874. For 
a time he followed the profession of teaching, first at Cascade, Iowa, 
later at Mattoon, Illinois. This was to be but a stepping-stone, however, 
tc the business career for which he was ~minently fitted, and of which 
he made a marked success. It was during his leisure hours at this time 
that he began writing insurance for the Old German Insurance Company 
of Freeport, Illinois, thus laying the corner stone of his future business 
career. In 1883 he resigned the lucrative post of Deputy County Audi­
tor to organize the Dubuque Fire and Marine Insurance Company. 

In 1884, Mr. Schrup was married to Mary A. Kransz, a pioneer of the 
North Side of Chicago. Four children were born to them, Charles J., 
T illian M., Rosalyn M., and Oliver-all ·of whom are still living. 

Uth'Ough Mr. Schrup was pre-eminently the business man, rather 
"nan the statesman, he found time to serve the community in various ca­
pacities, first as a member, then ·as president of the Board of Education. 
Later, in 1910, he became State Senator from Dubuque county, an office to 
which he was re-elected in 1914. To his public service Mr. Schrup 
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brought the shrewd foresightedness that made him successful in busi­
ness. Brought up on a farm, educated for and practicing a professior 
for a time, he nevertheless found expression for his abilities in the sharp 
give-and-take of the modern business world. He never failed ' in any of 
his undertakings. His word was as good as his bond. Men anxious to 
succeed were eager for his advice. His quiet self-confidence inspired in 
others confidence in him and in themselves. These qualities made him 
an invaluable member of senatorial financial committees. His confidence 
and his experience outweighed any speeches that could be made and mat­
ters under his advice were practically settled in committees before they 
reached the floor. 

In his private business capacity, he was the president of the Dubuque 
Fire and Marine Insurance Comp~ny for many years, and, at. the time . 
of his 'death was chairman of its Board of Directors. He was President 
of the National Reserve Insurance. Company, of the Pioneer Trust and 
Savings Bank, and the American Trust and Savings B.ank. He was 
a director of the Consolidated National Bank and of a number of Du­
buqu,e corporations. He was a member of the Dubuque Chamber of 
Commerce, and a Regent of Columbia College. In 1923 he was honored 
by King Albert of Belgium, wbo conferred upon him Knighthood, Order 
of the Crown. 

Mr. Schrup was also active in local organizations. He belonged to the 
Dubuque Golf Club, the Elks, and the Knights of Columbus. 

Although for several years Mr. Schrup had not been in his custoinarf : 
good health, his last illness was only of ten days' du-ration. All mi!ni.r 
hers of his family were present at his bedside when he died, and he ~a~ 
comforted by the last rites of the Catholic church, of which he was·· }i 
life-long member. He died at 9:00 p. m. on Monday, November 24, 1924J 
He is survived by his wife and the children, and his grand daughter, ·.";"t··:'; : 
Eleanor Mary. i; :~,:{.-~~.':; 

Senator Schrup had a great influence in the good management of puh; :- :0i: <. 
lie and private business affairs. He was never willing to sacrifice a pJ;'in~ ~:··:.(::: ~· · 
ciple in order to gain a place, and as time goes on he will always ·be :i'e';.; .. ·.::Yf:~ 
ferred to as one of the outstanding figures of his part of the state. With ':.·,;;;,":: . 
him Iowa loses a notable figure in her list of worthy citizens. : , c L·;Y. '}_-;~.' . 

' . ~ _..,' - . - .... 
Now, Therej01·e, Be It Resolt>ed By the Senate of the Forty-first 

eral Assembly of Iowa, that the Senate take this occasion to ~···---·"'-· 
high appreciation of his lofty character and faithful public 
adopt this memorial in the name of the public of Iowa as a 
his name and memory. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions appear 
Journal of the Senate, and that the secretary be directed to send a 
grossed copy thereof to his family. 

B. J. HORCHEM 

W. G. HASKELL 

H. C. 
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Senator Horchem spoke in part as follows: 

MR. PRESIDENT and GENTLEMEN: I believe that the resolution explains 
better than I can tell you the qualities of Mr. Schrup. 

I remember the first time I met Mr. Schrup. It was ~hen I declared 
myself a candidate for county superintendent of schools. I was advised 
by friends to see Mr. Schrup. I remember how I entered his office and 
how he received me. He apparently was a hard man to get acquainted 
with. He let me do all the talking. After I had told him my story he 
said, "Now, my boy, I can see that you are not experienced in politics. 
May I ask you by w,hat name you are known?" And I told him "Ben." 
He said, "Well, Ben, let me tell you something. Don't tell everybody 
everything you ·.know. It is all right as long as you are talking to 
friends to tell all you have told me, but be sure you know who you art 
talking to. 'You will find after you get along a little in politics that 
the newspapers will say things about you that you do not like, but never 
pay any attention to them. Just go ahead as if nothing had happened." 
He then gave me a list of names and told me to tell them that Nick 
Schrup said that I should see them. He said, "I shall do all I can for 
you." This was my personal experience. 

I have known hundreds of boys that have been advised by him in dif­
ferent ways. I personally have sent many a boy to Mr. Schrup for ad­
vice. I remember an occasion when the board of supervisors called a 
meeting in the rooms of the scho·ol board, we were talking about the 
days of real sport, and the question up before us was what had been 
the best day of our lives and while we were in the midst of the discus­
sion the secretary of the board spoke out from the adjoining room and 
said, "I shall never forget the happiest day of my life. It was the day Mr. · 
Nick Schrup came to me and told me I would be the next county auditor. 
When Mr. Schrup said that I felt so relieved, for I knew that if he had 
so much confidence in me I would be elected." Everyone knew that Nick 
Schrup could be relied upon for good sound judgment and advice. 

We always heard people asking, "Did you ask Nick Schrup?" "What 
does Nick Schrup say?" or "Did you see Nick Schrup?" 

Mr. Schrup was a devout man, he was a man of few words. Everybody 
in Dubuque feels that much of the success of that city is due to the in­
dustry and good sound business sense of Nick Schrup. He aided and 
helped to mould the destiny of that city. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 

WARREN GARST 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee which was appointed to report reso­
lutions commemorating the life, character, and services of the late War­
ren Garst, beg leave to submit the following report and move its adoption: 

Warren Garst was born in Dayton, Ohio, December 4, 1850, and died in 
Des Moines, Iowa, October 5, 1924. His parents were Michael and Maria 
Lawrie (Morrison) Garst. He was with them in their removal to 




