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several years but is now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Keenan lost their only child, 
Hugh, who died when but eleven months old. 

Mr. Keenan has been a li fe long democrat but would never cansent to hold pub~ 
lie office, preferring to give his attention to his private business affairs. He has 
always lived at peace with fellowmen. He has never incurred an indebtedness, 
nor has he ever sued any man. Mrs: Keenan is a member and an active worker in 
the Christian church. They are people of the highest respectability, and Mr. 
Keenan has a very wide acquaintance in Taylor and adjoining counties, his busi
ness transactions taking him to various sections of this state and Missouri. He 
has advanced year by year in the business world and today he stapds as one of the 
most prominent stock buyers !lnd feeders of this section of Iowa. 

MYRON .LE ROY BURT. 

Varied business interests enter into the development, growth and progress 
of Bedford and among the enterprises which are indicative of the city's advance
ment is that of which Myron Le Roy Burt is proprietor. He is conducting a 

ccessful business under the name of the Bedford Light, Heat & Power Com
... <lIlY and in all of his business relations shows 'a ready adaptability to the needs 
at hand and an intelligent appreciation of the opportunities that 'lre presented. 
He was born near Minonk, Marshall county, Illinois, J 1l.IIe 24, 1878. 

His father, Joseph Frank Burt, was likewise a native of that state and is now 
a farme!' of Lane county, Kansas, where he has lived for the past eighteen years. 
He was reared, however, in Marshall county, Illinois, and there resided through 
the period of his early manhood. He married Miss Margaret Jane Shankli!1, 
who was born in Kentucky and was a daughter of James and Sarah (Perkins) 
Shanklin, who were likewise natives of that state. Her father was a farmer by 
occupation and became an early resident of Marshali county, Illinois, where he 
died when eighty-eight years of age. His widow still survives and is now about 
ninety-two years of age. They were the parents of three sons and a daughter, 
the latter being Margaret Jane, who became Mrs. Burt. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Burt are members of the Christian church and their many good qualities of heart 
and mind have won' for them the friendship and kindly regard of those with 
whom business or social relations have brought them in contact. They have 
three children: James Floyd, living in Greensburg, Kansas; Myron L., of this 
review; and Clarence Leslie, also of Greensburg. 

After spending the first eight years of his life in his native county M. L. 
Burt accompanied his parents on their removal to Rockford, Illinois, where they 
lived for four years. He was a youth of twelve when he went with them to 
Lane county, Kansas, where he acquired a common-school education, after which 
he spent two years in the Kansas University at Lawrence. He next returned 
to Rockford, where he began working in the electric light business and in De-

'1lber, I902, he came to Bedford and purchased the Bedford Light, Heat and 
Jwer plant, which he has since operated. His establishment is well equipped 
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and he gives to his patrons good service in aU these connections. He has now 
many subscribers aiid his business is steadily increasing in volume and importance. 

Mr. Burt was married September 17, 1901, to Miss Mabel K . Keith, a 
daughter of l.ewis and Louisa (Farley) Keith. Two ch ildren were born of that 
union , 1'fyron Le Roy, Jr., and one who died in infancy. The parents are mem
bers oi the Christian church and Mr. Burt belongs to Bedford Lodge, No. 91, 
I. O. O. F., and to Bedford Lodge, No. 101, K. P. H is study of the polit ical 
questions and is~ues of the day has led him to give unfaltering allegiance to the 
republican party and in r@ he was elected on that ticket to represent the eighth 
district in the state legisl;ture, receiving a majority of th ree hundred and sixty
fi ve. He is now serving on the railroads and transportation, mines and min ing, 
municipal corporations, labor, suppression of intemperance, telephones, claims, 
institute for feebl~-millded and enrolled bills committees, and is chairman of the 
senatorial district. He keeps well informed concerning the issues before the 
people and his labors in ' support of his party have been far-reaching and ef
fective. Moreover, he is always progressive as well as loyal in his citizenship 
and the politicai honor to which he has attained 'is worthily won. In local af
fairs he j" a champion of all those interests which are ' a matter of civic vi rtue 
and civic pride. an'a his record as a business man and <;itizen well entitles him 
to the high regard in which he is unifo rmly held . 

GEORGE S. BEACH. 

There are few citizens of Taylor county who more richly merit the title of a 
"elf-made man than does George S. Beach, who occupies a foremost rank among 
the prominent and progressive agriculturists and business men of Grove township. 
A native of New York, he was born in Herkimer county on the 15th of December, 
1853, and he continued to make his home in the Empire State until ten years of 
age. In 1863 he came west with his mother to Illinois, taking up hi.« abode in 
M_onmouth with an uncle, General Harding, by whom he was reared to manhood. 
General Harding was a very prominent man in his locality, having served one or 
more terms in congress from the Monmouth congressIonal district. He was 
colonel nf the Eighty-third Illinois Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war 
aOli was in command during the secpnd battle of Fort Donelson. 

Mr. Beach acquired his early education in the schools of Monmouth and later, 
upon reaching years of maturity, was employed by his uncle to manage his farm
ing 'inte rests. Later he attended school in Chicago and studi~d law with a cousin 
in that city, and upon the completion of his legal course was admitted to the bar. 
Returning to Monmouth he again took charge of his uncle's farms , being thus en
gaged until the time of his marriage, after which, in 1876, he came to Iowa and 
purchased two hundred and forty acres of land in Taylor county. The following 
year he established his home upon that farm and set about its further development. 
Systematic, methodical and progressive in his methods, he so carefully managed 
hi.o:; affai rs that as the years passed he became vrry successful and was able to add 
to his original purchase from time to time until today his farm consists of five 




