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the utmost economy. His efforts, however, were not unavailing, for at the ex-
piration of that period he became the owner of eighty acres of good farm land
in Moscow township, upon which he made his home for four years. Renung
his property, he removed to Moscow, where he has since made his home. Here
he purchased the lots on which he has since built his present residence.

In 1873 Mr. Parker was united in marriage to Miss Lovisa Smith, who was
born in Muscatine county December 20, 1855. She is a daughter of Benjamin
and Sarah (Drake) Smith, natives of Ohio and New York, respectively, who
came to Muscatine county, Iowa, in 1852. Here her father entered land in
Goshen township which remained the home of the family for several years.
The Smith family consisted of six children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Parker have
been born three children, namely: Luna V., the wife of Charles Fryberger, of
Moscow township; Effa L., who married Charles S. Haines, of Cedar county,
Iowa; and Benjamin L., a student at the university at Ames, lowa.

A stanch advocate of the principles of the republican party, Mr. Parker is
deeply interested in all matters relating to the public welfare. He has been
called to public office, having served his township as assessor for six years,
which position he is still filling. He is a well known and prominent figure in
fraternal circles of the community, holding membership in blue lodge No. 167,
A. F. & A. M, at Wilton Junction, Jowa, in which he has filled nearly all of
the chairs. He also belongs to the Modern Brotherhood of America, and he
and his wife are members of the Eastern Star No. 365, while his son, Benjamin
Parker, is a third degree Mason. The family is well known in Moscow, occu-
pying a prominent place in the society of the town, and their home is the center
of a circle of warm friends. Perseverance, diligence and integrity have consti-
tuted the guide posts in the life of J. E. Parker, bringing him to the honorable
position which he now occupies in the opinion of his fellow townsmen, and he
is now numbered as one of Moscow's representative and valued citizens.

HON. B. H. BLACK.

Hon. B. H. Black, representative in the general assembly of Towa from Mus-
catine county, is a native of this county, born in Pike township, July 23, 1874.
He is a son of Robert and Malissa (Johns) Black, a record of whom appears
elsewhere in this work. He received his early education in the common schools,
later becoming a student in the West Liberty high school and the Nichols high
school, graduating from the latter. He also had the advantages of a course in
a business college at Iowa City, applying himself to his studies in such a way
as to indicate an earnest ambition to excel in anything he undertook. He con-
tinued with his parents until twenty-two years of age, and then, having mar-
ried, he began farming on his own account on a part of his father's estate in
Pike township. He early became acquainted with all phases of farming and
stock-raising and although he is still a young man he has gained an established g
reputation as one of the highly energetic and successful farmers of the county. !

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moi
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Mr. Black has taken an active part in politics and in November, 1910, was
elected on the democratic ticket to the state legislature for a period of two years,
which began in January, 1911. Having passed his entire life in this state he is in-
timately acquainted with its resources and possibilities and also with the needs
of the people, and it is confidently expected that as a public official he will acquit
himself with high honor.

On the 16th of December, 1896, Mr. Black was united in marriage to Miss
Mary E. Welch, who was born in Muscatine in April, 1875, a daughter of Mich-
ael and May (Joyce) Welch. Her father is a native of Ireland and her mother of
Muscatine. Mr. Welch is a tailor by trade but is now living retired. There were
four children in his family, namely: Mary E., now Mrs. Black; John, who died at
the age of six years; Frank M., who is connected with the Chicago American;
and Clement J., a graduate of the Jowa State University, who has been admitted
to practice as a lawyer but is now general manager of the Bell Telephone Com-
pany at Sioux City, Jowa. Mrs. Black is a lady of unusual intellectual accom-
plishments and is a graduate of the Sisters school of Muscatine and also of the
business college of the same city. She is a member of the Catholic church, and
fraternally, Mr. Black is connected with the blue lodge of the Masonic order, at
Nichols, the chapter at West Liberty, the commandery at Muscatine, and the
shrine of Davenport. He is also connected with the Order of the Eastern Star
and the Elks. Mr. Black has an attractive personality that inspires confidence
and respect and his friends are numbered by the legion in Muscatine county.
Gentlemanly in address, frank and persuasive in manner, and governed by unsel-
fish and generous motives, he is to be congratulated on the position he has at-
tained, as it is the reward of genuine personal merit.

JOHN CHRISTOPHER KEMPER.

Muscatine county can claim many well-to-do farmers who by industry and
thrift have won a competence and also gained an honorable place in the estima-
tion of their fellowmen. Of this number is John Christopher Kemper, the owner
of one of the valuable farms of Sweetland township, which he acquired through
his energy and perseverance. He is a native of Hamilton county, Ohio, born
December 14, 1858, his parents being Henry and Charlotte (Weinberg) Kemper.
The father, who was born in Lupedmond, Germany, November 23, 1822, came
to the United States at the age of twenty-six years, in 1848, and spent some time
at Cincinnati, Ohio, where he followed his trade as a stone-mason. In 1855, he
removed to Muscatine, Towa, where he lived for a year, and then purchased
twenty acres of land in Muscatine county, upon which he took up his home and
which became the foundation of a farm of four hundred acres, acquired by him
through wisely directed industry. He was a man of strict integrity and met with
deserved success in his adopted country. Politically he upheld the republican
party. He was a member of the Grange and also of the Methodist church, serv-
ing as steward and trustee of the latter. He recognized the importance of edu-
cation and was for a number of years a member of the school board of his

—— —
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