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frontier. His name wu George W. Hendel"5On. He 
returned afler serving three yeau and th ree months 
in the 7th United Slates Cavalry. One of his 
daughters, the widow of Charles H. Huntley, is 
now the wife of L. L. Huntley, formerly United 

States revenue assessor at Dubuque, and now of 
the While Lime and Stone Company, Mason City. 

Judge Randall is a modest, .ocial and very plen_ 
ant man, always hard_working, yet well preserved 
and likely lo~~ve to enjoy a serene old. lge. 

MAKCU5 C. WOODRUFF, 

DUBU!!lUB. 

J OURNALlSlI-:, I"'ng followed, is I liberal educa­
tion. The biographical history of this country 

abounds in instances of men who, educated at the 
printer'S cue, or editor's desk, or both, have thu s 
found the stepping-stones to eminence. A list of 
the names only of th is class would make II. portly 
volume. A.nong the rising men of Iowa, in middle 
lire, largely self_taught, and o"'i l1g nUll·h in this 
respect to journ,l,listic pursuits, is Marcus C. Wllod _ 
ruff, whose modesty shrank from appearing in a 
work like this, but whose habits of industry, great 
improvement in wril ing, and noble bearing, al the 
head uf one of the leading daily journals of Iowa, 
embody a lenon worlh perpetualing. 

Mr. Woodruff was born at Aurora, Erie · county, 
New .York, on the 21st of March, 18JI. He re­
cei~ed the rudiments of education at the common 
school of his native villa!:e, and for I short time he 
attended the Aurora A,;ademy, a respectable in~ti_ 

tution o( its class thirty yeau ago. At the age of 
eighteen he taught school one season in his native 
town, and then went to Buffalo and spent three or 
four years in book.keel,ing in a wholesale house. 
He then liMened to the advir.e o( an older jour­
nalist, Horace Greeley, and came west, halt ing in 
Boone county, Ill inois, and leaching school three 
years. Not having a thorou gh relish for th is pro­
fession, in t8SS he came fart her west, locaiing in 
Ha.rdin. count)", Iowa, selecting the picturesque 

little village of lo,,·a Falls for his home. Here 
he pursued the business of land agent for several 
years. In Febrllar)" 1856, he issued the first call 
for a repUblican convention in ' that county, and in 
compliance with the ca.1I a meeting was held, and 
the parly was forma II)" organized un the u d of 
th;\ t month. 

In 1863 Mr. Woodrurr I'urchn i!-Cd the "Sentinel" 
ncwspapt:r es tablishment at Eldora, the county seat, 
and managed it there for two years, when he moved 
it to luwa Fall5, enlarged the paper, and conducted 
it with increased and marked ability. In May, 1870, 
he disposed of the "Sentinel," and, in partner­
ship with Charles Aldrich, purchased the Waterloo 
"Courier," of which he was the sole editor' most of 
the time for nearly four yeau. In February, 1814, 
he disposed of his property in Waterloo, purchased 
one_half interest in the Dubuque "Times," and has 
been its chief editor to this time. Though an 
ardent republican, he i~ courteous to contemporary 
jou rnalists of the opposite party; is dignified in the 
tone of his leaders; is a clear thinker and an Ible 
writer. 

Mr. Woodruff was chief clerk of th~ Iowa house 
of representatives of the twelfth general assembly 
in 1868, and postmaster at Iowa Falls when he left 
Hardin for Black Hawk county. 

On the 7th of April, 1861, he was married to Miss 
Eliu E. Weller, of Norwich, New York. 

/ ~ JOHN FOLEY, 

£...--"'f1 NEil" HAMPTON. 

I F there il a self-made m;\n in Chickasaw county, Mr. Foley is a nalive of Ireland, and was born in 
Iowa, that man is John Foley. He came to the county of Galway on the 141h of August, 1840. 

this state a poor boy twenty years ago; worked hard His parcnts were Thomas and Catherine (Lyden) 
on a (arm, and educated himself largely by studying Foley, who immigrated to this country when John 
du rin,: the evenings, fitting himself for a teacher WII a child. His father died in Ballimore, Mary_ 
and for general business. land, in 185 2, and his mother in Iowa in the spring 

. , - ,--_._--_._- -: ." ~ .. ~·1 ~ ':~~~ · -, \ f'~P~ .•.. .-

•• 
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of 1871. Joh n ca mt: with her to Ihis stale in June, 
1857 . and settled on a farm in J acksonville lown­
ship, ten mile. from New Hampton. There he 
worked u"'lil 1871, bt:ing very industrious in -hi, 
manual labor, and commencing \0 leach during the 
winters as soon as he CQuid iiI himself. This he did 
by giving 10 study hours which many young men 
give wholly to amusements, and $Orne to dissipation. 

Si. years ago he was nominated for Ihc office of 
treasurer of the county, and dccled by a fa ir major_ 
ity. So well did he discharge his duties that he has 
been three t ime~ rci!h:ctcd, cad; tim e: by a vote which 
showed thallht: \ll:ol'le had :m increasing knowledge 
of his eminent fitness fo r the office. AflH he hai;l 
served the county nearly two years, the New Hamp­
ton "Courier ·' of the .jth of October, ttl13, thus 
spoh of his official work : 

Attentive to the duliu of thi . Ollie", L"Ordial in hi, inter. 
course with the I:"':paterl, and eorrt<;I in hi . businn" "e 
hal made Ij(:OTU of fnend., and not a .in¥'" enem,. It i, 
infinitely to hi . credit I"at , wilh ... u, fut, W""OUI fuor, and 
w;t"oul prejudice, he ha" IOII.:hl 10 p"d ..... m the dUli" of 
Ihe place , alher 1h:l1I to blli,,' "I' a chqu~ who _houlo.l cun· 
spire to k~e" Id,01 io 011;';>.:. :\ ""Ul of the 1"_'UI'!c, h" h~ . 
failhr"ull.r pedorll1cU th< I"-"O\"e'. wor~ , with an ", .. lingle 
to their ,nl .. ru t. 

He found the /inanee. of Ihe COII III, embar ..... Kd, ill 
credil deprused, and di"ru.t of ir . Hnallclal condition and 

manallen'ent un iversal. When he took IXM"'lIion of Ihe 
tno .. urer'. office cuunl, wunont, had nol been redeemed 
over ilf (:Dunle. for yUrI, bul had I>«n hawked .bout Ihe 
I U"£t", and lleddled from hand 10 hand tililhey ~nll.ny found 
Ihdr WI, inln Ihe ha,,<l1 o( Ihe mone, broke •• at ... di.· 
count, 10 the pcoj.le, u( from len 1$ thirt, p.:f cenl. 

iii, ~dvenl ;n the Irea.nrc.'. olliee changed aU Ihi' in • 
lingle day. Public <:01l 6<1<:nce rOle ". by 'na¥ie. The 
Ibili" or Ihe counly 10 "'L"<:' ill obliJ:ation, prompU, was 
no longer doubted. Co"nty war-r~nb co""n"lIdcd I"c", face 
;n gr~-enl>o.d". Oil Iho: .1"",,1 and in Ih" tr~~ . ur~" 1 office. 
Thel have conlinued 10 do .... ul' 10 Ih i. hour. 

l"c ptople of Chich ... ",· count, Owe " Ir. "'ole, a debt 
..,f b'nl' ilull",. He h~, don" Ihcir work ably, flilhrull" and 
(or Ihe compen .. tion ti~~d b, h.... In hi. pfficilll ClpoIcil, 
he hal kno ... ·n no fri~IId .. and no cne,nIO:I. II" hu (~ vo.cd 
liD or~ani~ed fillpO, a",1 .""rhl 10 h "Ho.! "I' liD ~I",dal inter. 
hI,; "'nl ",·ilh flb';'l i"'I''''I~LI ;'J t",. <lea I hon ..... ably wilh 
all . ~f""" Iha .. Ihi .. at tI", time oj hi. ~kction he ,,'as 
~rhap, Ihe onl, lIlan in the counl, "I'on whom an Ihe 
clc",enl' of opf'06itioll 10 I.e". u.y 'm."uk could havc been 
concent .... lec!. lie ~ccep led the olliec of IreULI.er II a r><»-i· 
tin lacrificc of hi. f'rI~~lc bu.i"" .. " ;nle.".lo. 

Prior 10 holding the office of treasurer Mr. Foley 
h3.d been a member of the board of supe rvisors for 
one tenn, and w;u for nino: years connected with 
the school board of his town. He is an ardent 
friend of education, and lahon ~ssiduously for its 
ndvanccment. 

Mr. Foley was reared in the Catholic r~ilh, and 
~tt:1dfa$lly adheres to the re ligious Il:aching of his 
ances tors. 

H ON. JO H N D. H UNTER. 
WEBSTER CITr . . 

A MONG the self. ll1 ~de men of Iowa, whose edn­
.J-\. cation W35 acquired largely al Ihe prin te r's 
c ast, and who have risen to con~ideraule promi_ 
nence in Ihe state, is J ohn I I. Hunter, of Hamilton 
county. He Will horn at Knux ville , J efferson 
county, Ohio, his father being 3. fanner, and now 
resid ing in Mahaska county, lo,va. His mother, 
before her marriage, was Nanc y Ilay. The son 
spent hi5 early youth on a farm, devoting but a 
few monlhs yearly to ~ttendance at IiC hool. .'\1 

. fiftee n he became a pr inler's apprentic:e in Ashland, 
Ohio, completing his education in the .. ~rt llre~e rv­

alive" at Bryan, in Ihe ~me- s!:t tt . On the da y ho: 
110'35 twenty yea TS of age he started " papu, in part_ 
ne~hip with another tnan, al Angola, Indiana. T hat 
town was then small; the pape r was not well patron_ 
ized, and OIl the elld of one year, withou t having 
essentially replcnishcd his exchequer, hc returned 
to Bryan . 

In the aUlumn of 1856, Mr. Hunter came 10 

" 

low:\, ha lt ing 3. few wcch at M ~rion, l.inn counly, 
and sett ling a t Eldora, Hardin county, in Dec~m_ 

ber of that year. For a short lime he worked as 
a journey man printer On th e " Senlincl," Ihen the 
only paper in the county. H e soon afte r pur­
chased a half inlo:resl in the office, and in about 
two yean owned the establishment. H~ con_ 
ducted the paper until the 1St of J3.nuary, 1864, 
when he sold out 10 M. C. Woodruff, now of Ihe 
Ilubuque •• T imes." 

In 1865, in connection with other ]!arlie¥, he 
opened a store in Iowa Falls. Eightecn months 
1~le ., in December, 1866, he removed to Webster 
City ~nd purclJased the Hamilton" Freeman," a 
plper which, with the exception ?f one year, he 
hn cont inued to publish, and which he has made 
the leading journal in t he Hoone valley. 

Mr. H unter was chosen treasu rer and recorder 
of Ha rdin county in r863, and, afte r serving eight 
months, resigned to enter the mili tary service. He 

& 

) ... , 




