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time as hired man on the Henry Dittmer farm NE of 
Ireton , besides digging and reconditioning cisterns . He 
was a "drifter " and claimed he came from Hoboken . 
N.J. 

He was a beautiful writer and made the diplomas for 
Ireton High School many years . He is mostly remem­
bered for his stories and he was seen being followed by 
the " neighborhood children". Ducks migrated heavily 
through here in those days , and Buffalo Bill said it 
reminded him when he stood in the midst of the flocks, 
picking them out ofthe air with both hands , as they flew 
by. He said he would move a post hole and build a 
cistern for you . He 'd finish shocking bundles before the 
binder made its last round . 

Every Sat. afternoon he could be seen on the street 
selling The Chicago Herald and Examiner , the local 
"funny paper " of the time . His 10-gallon hat , large 
mustache and plaid flannel shirt were part of the Ireton 
scene for many years . 

In spite of his flamboyant appearance , he was a pre­
cise , meticulous workman and very neat in his person­
al habits and in the care of his humble living quarters 
(behind Wm. Colwell's carpenter shop) , a paradox no 
one quite understood. We accepted him as he was . 
which is the way he wished . At the time of his death in 
the early 1930's, his body was taken to the Iowa City 
Hospital. 

James F. "Jimmy" Morris 

Ill Jh 
1) 
l1 
! 

James F . Morris served three terms in the Iowa 
Legislature . 

Born in Black Hawk Co . in 1854, James F. Morris 
later moved with his parents to Sioux Co. They settled 
the SW quarter of Sec. #17 in Reading Twp. in 1881 and 
later purchased the SE quarter as well (the current 

346 

Lloyd Simons farm) . 

Shortly after settling there, Morris was stricken with 
typhoid fever, which he survived; about the time of his 
recovery , his neighbors were struggling with the 
dreaded smallpox disease . Fortunately . Mr . Morris 
had earlier been through the ordeal of having smallpox 
and having conquered it, had immunity to it. Because 
of that, he was able to respond to many ··emergency 
calls'' from others . He administered to the burial needs 
of many victims and did fumigating on many con­
taminated premises . He was an eager and much 
needed helper at a critical time . 

Mr . Morris served three terms in the Iowa Legisla­
ture, being elected to the 30th, 31st and 32nd General 
Assemblies . 

He moved to Calif. in 1908 , settling at Riverside . Al­
ways noted as a pioneer in many fields , he was using 
solar energy in his home in Riverside as early as 1920. 

C.F. Bailey 
C.F. Bailey of Ireton represented Sioux Co. in the 

Iowa House of Representatives for two terms ; he 
served in the 26th General Assembly which convened 
on Jan. 13, 1896 and the 27th General Assembly that 
convened on Jan . 10, 1898. 

He served as State Department Commander of the 
Iowa G.A.R . in 1899. 

In the early 1900's, he and his family moved to N. 
Dak. 

Lorenzo D. Sherman 
Lorenzo Dow Sherman was named after Lorenzo 

Dow, a fiery evangelist in the early Methodist Church. 
The Shermans lived in Reading Twp. on the farm now 
occupied by Gerrit Fedders . 

He represented Sioux, Lyon and Osceola Co. in the 
Iowa House of Representatives , serving in the 20th 
General Assembly that convened on Jan . 14, 1884 . 

Sherman's son, Lorenzo, Jr., planted Hotseshoe 
Grove, a long-time Community landmark . 

Dan Montgomery 
Dan Montgomery of Ireton was elected in an ·'off 

year '' election to fill the unexpired term ofC.W. Carter . 
who had resigned . Th~ Legislature however, did not 
meet that year so Montgomery never actually served . 
During the next election, he was defeated by another 
Ireton man, J .F Morris . After the defeat. he and his 
family moved to S.Dak. 
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Name: James F Morris 

Age in 1860: 6 

Birth Year : abt 1854 

Birthplace: Illinois 

Home in 1860: Spring Creek, Black Hawk, Iowa 

Gender: Male 

Post Office: Cedar Falls 

Value of rea l View image 
estate: 

Househo ld Name Age 
Members: Absalom Morris 

Mary J Morris 
Elizabeth Morris 
Martha Morris 
James F Morris 
Mary Morris 
Cynthia Finley 

Source Citation: Year : 1860; Census Place: Spring Creek, Black 
Hawk, Iowa; Roll : M653_312; Page : 175; Image: 175; Family H1story Library 
Film : 803312 . 
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many details includmg each person's name, age as of the census day, sex, color; 
birthplace, occupation of males over age fifteen, and more. No relationships were 
shown between members of a household. Additionally, the names of those listed on 
the population schedule are linked to actual 1mages of the 1860 Federal Census. 
Learn more .. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1870 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 
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You searched for James F. Morris in Iowa 

.··i .... ~,.._.,:.,_, ,_ ''"'}~ '.!.'"·:."':.~""'""' ;·t :.."~-· ~ . " . -. 
~ ~ - . 

Name: James F Morris 

Age in 1870: 15 

Bi rth Yea r : abt 1855 

Birthplace: Ill 

Home in 1870: Spring Creek, Black Hawk, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Post Office: Waterloo 

Value of real View image 
estate: 

Household Name 
Members: A Morris 

Mary J Morris 
James F Morris 
Mary Morris 

Source Citation : Year: 1870; Census Place: Spring Creek, Black 
Hawk, Iowa; Roll: MS93_377; Page: 5048; Image: 418; Family History Library 
Film: 545876 . 

Age 

70 
52 
15 
13 

Ancestry.com. 1870 United States Federal Census (database on­
line] . Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. 
Images reproduced by FamilySearch. 

Original data: 

• 1870 U.S. census, population schedules . NARA microfilm publication M593, 1,761 
rolls . Washington, D.C. : National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

• Minnesota census schedules for 1870. NARA microfilm publication T132, 13 rolls. 
Washington, D.C. : National Arch1ves and Records Administration, n.d. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1870 Untted States 
Federal Census, the Ninth Census of the Untted States. Census takers recorded many 
details including each person's name, age at last birthday, sex, color; birthplace, 
occupatton, and more. No relationships were shown between members of a 
household. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
ltnked to actual images of the 1870 Federal Census. Learn more .. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Iowa, State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry .com 
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Hire An Expert 

Name: James F Morris 

Birth Year: abt 1855 

Birth Place: Illinois 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence Iowa 
State: 

Residence Sioux 
County: 

Loca lity: Reading 

Roll : IA1885 263 

Line: 7 

Family Number: 25 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Household Name Age 
Members: James F Morris 30 

Lizzie A Morris 27 
Luis F Morris 4 
Harry F Morris 3 
Frank F Morris 1 
John 0 Ross 24 

Source Informatio n: 
Ancestry.com. Iowa, State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-l1ne]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007 . 
Original data : Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
1925 as well various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State 
Histoncal Society of Iowa via Hentage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 
1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925. It also mcludes some head of household censuses and 
other special censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual Will 
vary according to the census year and the information requested on the census form. 
Some of the information contained in this database though includes: name, age, 
gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration . Learn more .. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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1900 United States Federal Census - Ancestry .com Page 1 of2 
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Name: James Findley Morris 
[Jam findley Morris] 

Age: 45 

Birth Date: Oct 1854 

Birthp lace: Illinois 

Home in 1900: Reading, Sioux, Iowa 
[Sioux] 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relation to Head Head 
of House: 

Marital Status: Married 

Spouse's Name: Lizzie Adelia Morris 

Marriage Year: 1879 

Years Married: 21 

Father's Virg inia 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Indiana 
Birthplace: 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on Qage 

Household Name Age 
Members: James Findley: Morris 45 

Lizzie Adelia Morris 42 
Lewis Foss Morris 20 
Har[Y Foss Morris 18 
Frank Foss Morris 16 
Bessie Mea Morris 15 
Erma Zelia Morris 10 
Robert Foss Morris 9 
Mary Jane Morris 2 

Source Citation: Year: 1900 ; Census 
Place : Reading, Sioux, Iowa; Roll : 459; Page: 108; Enumeratton District: 141; FHL 
microfilm: 1240459. 

Ancestry.com . 1900 United States Federal Census [database on­
line] . Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census . Twelfth Census of the 
United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls . 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States 
Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded 
many details including each person's name, address, relationship to the head of 
household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth, age at last birthday, marital 
status, number of years married, the total number of children born of the mother, the 
number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, if the 
individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years in the 
United States, the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one, 
occupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population 
schedu le are linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more .. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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1910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 
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Name: 

Age in 1910: 

Birth Year: 

Birthplace : 

Home in 1910: 

Race: 

Gender : 

Relat ion to Head 
of House: 

Marital Status: 

Spouse's Name: 

Fat her's 
Birthplace: 

Mot her' s 
Birthplace: 

Neighbors: 

James F Morris 

55 

1855 

Illinois 

Pasadena Ward 1, Los Angeles, California 

White 

Male 

Head 

Married 

Lizzie A Morris 

Virginia 

Indiana 

View others on page 

Household Name 
Mem bers: James F Morris 

Lizzie A Morris 
Bessie M Morris 
Erma Z Morris 
Robert F Morris 
Mary J Morris 

Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Pasadena Ward 1, Los 
Angeles, California; Roll : T624_86; Page : 58; Enumeration 
District: 0309; Image: 274; FHL microfilm: 1374099. 

Age 

55 
52 
25 
20 
18 
12 

Ancestry.com . 1910 United States Federal Census [database on­
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry .com Operations Inc, 2006. 

Original data: Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA m•crofilm 
publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 
29 . National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film 
numbers, vrsit the following NARA web page: NARA 

Description: 
This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United 
States Federal Census, the Thirteenth Census of the Unit ed States . In add1tron, each 
indexed name is linked to actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information 
recorded in the census includes: name, relationship to head of family, age at last 
birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married, widowed, or divorced, 
birthplace, brrthplace of father and mother, and more. Learn more . . 

Page 1 of 1 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1920 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 
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DNA .,. Collaborate .,. I Learning Center .,. Publish Shop + Gift Hire An Expert 

Name: 

Age: 

Birth Year: 

Bi rthp lace: 

Home in 1920 : 

Race: 

Gender: 

Relation to Head 
of House : 

Marital Status : 

Spouse's Name: 

Father's 
Birthp lace: 

Mother's 
Birthplace : 

Home Owned : 

Able to Read : 

Able to Write: 

Neighbors : 

Household 
Members: 

J F Morris 

65 

abt 1855 

Illinois 

Riverside Ward 6, Riverside, California 

White 

Male 

Head 

Married 

Lizzie A Morris 

West Virginia 

Indiana 

Own 

Yes 

Yes 

View others on page 

-Name 

J F Morris 
Lizzie A Morris 
Fred N Howell 
Bess ie Howell 
Allen Ja mes Howell 
Henry M Howell 

Source Citation: Year : 1920 ; Census Place : Riverside Ward 
6, Riverside, California; Roll : T625_ 125; Page: JA; Enumerat1on 
District: 128; Image : 906. 

Ag e 

65 
62 
31 
34 
2 
0 
[ 1/12) 

Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on· 
line]. Provo, UT, USA : Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images 
reproduced by FamilySearch. 

Original data : Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA m1crofilm 
publication T625, 2076 rolls) . Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. 
National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, 
visit the following NARA web page : NARA . Note: Enumeration Distncts 819-839 are 
on roll 323 (Chicago City). 

Description: 
Th1s database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States 
Federal Census, the Fourteenth Census of the Umted States. It includes all states and 
territories, as well as Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto R1co, 
Amencan Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone . The census provides many 
details about individuals and families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year 
of immigrat ion, mother tongue, and parents' birthplaces. In addition , the names of 
those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1920 
Federal Census. Lea rn more .. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1930 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1 
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You searched for James F. Morris in California - -- - - -- - ---------- ·---- -~---- - --- - . -··. 

Name: 

Gender: 

Birth Year: 

Birthplace: 

Race: 

Home in 1930: 

Marital Status: 

Relation to Head 
of House: 

Father's 
Birthplace: 

Mother's 
Birthplace: 

Occupation: 
Education: 

Military Service: 

Rent{~~~~ 
Aqe at first 

marnage: 

birtlfJFa't~:· 
Neighbors: 

James F Morris 

Male 

abt 1855 

Illinois 

White 

Pasadena, Los Angeles, California 
View Map 

Widowed 

Father-in-law 

Virginia 

Indiana 

View image 

View others on page 

Household Name 
Members: Frank J Wynkoop 

Merna J Wynkoop 
Betty E Wynkoop 
James F Wynkoop 

James F Morris 

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Pasadena, Los 
Angeles, California; Roll: 169; Page: 9A; Enumeration 
District: 1271; Image: 1082.0; FHL microfilm: 2339904. 

Source Information: 

Age 

35 
33 
9 
4 
[4 
3/12] 
75 

Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 200Z. 
Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of 
the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1930. T626, 2,66 7 rolls. 

Description: 
The 1930 Census contains records for approx1mately 123 m1llion Amencans. The 
census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains 
mformation about a household's family members and occupants including: 
birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service . The names of 
those listed in the census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census. Learn 
~ 
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