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Henvy Ritter, 76 years old, died|
suddenly at 1:30 o'cleck  Sunday|
motning at his home, 1837 Sunnyride !
avenue.  Some ten or twelve years!
ago, Mro Ritter sustatned a  <ight|
stroke of paralysis, but apparentiy
hiad  entirely  recovered,  Saturday

¢vening he gave no evidence of any
indizposition. Awakening carly Sun-
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passed away.
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brick meaking business. Henry Rit-

ter ohtained his education in the pa-
rochial schoolg and in Pierson’s bus-
iness college of I, Madiszon  In the
summer  vacations  he  worked ol
bhrickmaking, mastering  that trade.
Al the age of 20 vears, he came (o
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as hookkeeper in “he ¥, 1, Hunt gro-
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and the outbreak of the Civil War follinv-
ing his emigration to the New World, his
military spirit was again arousced. and he
enlisted in the Iowa Regiment known as the
Gray Deards. Ile tuok part in some skir-
mishes, and sustained injuries on account
of which he was afterward granted a pen-
sion by the government.

There were seven children born unto Mr.
Avery by his second marriage: Ivinia M.,
who died at the age of two vears and some
days; Ivan H. N., who married Christina
Helt, and dicd March 13, 1904: Oren Elmo,
who resides near Kingston, Iowa, and mare
ried Nellie Drockwayv, by whom he had
three children, Harry, Pearl, and Violet:
John White and Dove Almda G.. both at
home ; Olive Marguerite, the wife of Mario
Van Cranach. As the vears passed, Mr.
Avery prospered i his undertakings, and
was long known as onc of the successiul
and prominent agriculturists and horticul-
turists of Des Moines county.  He started
out in life amid unfavorable circumstances,
but realizing that labor is the basis of all
success, he worked persistently and ener-
getically. Brooking no obstacles that could
be overcome by determined and honorable
effort, he advanced by consccutive steps;:
and as his capital increased, he made judi-
clous investments in real estate that brought
him a handsome return. Ultimately he be-
came the owner of tracts of land in different

parts of the county and State, his realty

possessions aggrecating two  thousand
three hundred and nine acres. He left to

each of his children a goodly heritage,
which he had accumulated by honest, per-
sistent effort.  Morcover, in his business
career Mr. Avery was thoroughly reliable,
and his path to sticcess was never strewn

with the wrecks of other men's fortunes,

BIOGRAPIICAL REVIEIV

for in all his dealings he was strictly fair
and honorable.

In his religious faith Mr. Avery was a
AMethodist, was a most earnest and help-
ful worker in the church, and contributed
liberally to its support. He served as class-
leader of his church, and he erected a house
of worship, called Shiloh church, on his
farm in Union township. There i1s also
upon the old homestead a cemetery known
as the Avery cemetery, which his father,

Robert Avery, donated to the township. He

« belongéd to the Masonie fraternity, and

was thor()‘ug'hl_\' conversant with its work,
its teachings, and its tencts. Ide owned
a home in Mount Pleasant, Towa, where
he lived while educating his children.  The
cause of education found in him a warm
friend, and he was a helpful supporter of the
Iowa Weslevan College, holding six scholar-
ships therein, and making frequent and
generous donations thereto.  His life was
honorable, his actions manly and sincere,
and the world is better for his having lived.
He died Dec. 13, 1888, but his memory is
vet cherished by many friends as well as his
immediate family. In politics he was a
stanch Republican.

HENRY RITTER.

HoxorapLE IT=NRrY RITTER is now living
a retired life at his beautiful home at 1837
For

many vears his activity in the business world

Sunnyside Avenue, in Durlington.
was continuous and far-reaching, and as the
result of his close application to his work.
his persistence of purposc. and his honor-
able dealing. he has awon great success and

also an untarnished name in business and

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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DES MOINES COUNTY, IOV A.

<ocial circles. He has been honored “with
the highest office in the gift of the people of
the city and has been representative of this
district in the State Legislature, which office
ke is still holding. Henry Ritter is a son
of John C. and Mary (Kuntz) Ritter, and
was born in Ft. Madison, Lee county, Towa,
Oct. 19, 18352, His father was a native of
Prussia, and was born Sept. 10, 1817. After
serving the Prussian army for two vears he
came to America in 1842 by way of Balti-
more, and settled first in Smithland, Ky.,
where he learned the trade of bricklaying
and brickmaking. His residence in Sith-
land, Ky., and Cincinnati, Ohio, lasted for
some three vears, when he moved to St.
Louis, Mo., where he remained for a few
vears engaged in the burning of brick.
Scon after this he came to Iowa and located
in Ft. Madison, bought a strip of ground,
and in 1847 began to manufacture all kinds
of brick. He was thus employed till his
death, which occurred July 29, 188s. His
life was honest and upright, and he was a
genuine pioneer leader. He belonged to the
Democratic party, and was township trustee

of Washington township, Lee county, for ,

some years. The mother of our subject came
to this country with her parents when about
eleven or twelve vears of age. They settled
in Des Moines county in 1848, locating on
a farm in what is known as the Hunt settle-
ment, about three miles south of Burlington.
She was married in 1849 and died in 1867,
having been the mother of ten children, of
whom five are living: Henry, of this re-
view : John, married Anna Gahn, and is a
brickmaker residing in Burlington; Joseph,
a twin of John, married Miss Ellie Burger,
of Deadwood, S. Dak., and lives in Tona, S.
Dak.. on a ranch; Mary, is the wife of
Frank Weidman, who works in the Chicago,
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Burlington & Quincy Railroad shops 1
West Burlington ; Denedict V., is engaged
Mr. Ritter

in the

in brickmaking in Denver, Colo.
received his substantial education
parochial schools of Ft. ladison and in
Pierson Business College of the same city.
He attended during winter terms only, and
worked -the rest of the year. He remained
under the parental roof till he was about
twenty years of age, and learned all the arts
His first

of brickmaking with his father.

.situation with strangers was that of a clerk
,m"the grocery store of A. C. Cattermole, in

Ft. Madison.
Jurlington, and entered the large grocery
of H. E. Hunt on Main Street as clerk, and
later as bookkeeper, where he was engaged
The summer

Oct. 29, 1872, he came to

for the following six winters.
months were spent by him conducting a
brickvard for his father. In 1870 he started-
a brickyard of his own on Sunnyside Ave-
nue, where he employved a great many men
making all kinds of brick for ITowa and Illi-
nois markets. After some twenty-seven
vears in this business he sold otit his brick-
vard, and has begn retired since 1904.

Nov. 28, 1876, Mr. Ritter was married to
Miss Minnie Vorwerk, daughter of Anton
and Clara (Eversman) Vorwerk. Mrs.
Ritter was born in Burlington, Iowa. July
20, 1854, and received her first instructions
in the private school of Miss Mercy Lewis,
and later pursued her studies in St. Paul's
parochial sci.rol, which was the first school
to have sisters known as Blessed Virgin
Mary's. Mr. Vorwerk was born in Olden-
burg. Germany, Dec. 8, 1827, and came to
America in 1849, making the trip in an old-
time sailing vessel in one hundred davs, land-
ing in New Orleans, where Mr. Vorwerk
celebrated his twenty-first birthday. He la-
cated in Quincy, Ill., where he became pro-
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Anton Herbert, born Aug. 14, 1893, died
Nov. I, 1893. The deccased children are all
buried in Sacred Heart cemectery.

AMr. and Mrs. Ritter are devoted and con-
sistent members of St. John’s Catholic
church, of which church the former is a
member of the finance committee. Mr. Rit-
ter is also a member of St. John’s Benevo-
lent Society and the Roman Catholic Mutual
Protective of Iowa. In politics he has
always been a leader in the Democratic
party, and has devoted much time and at-
tention to the promotion and advancement
of the same. In 1888 he was elected alder-
mén—at-largc, and held this office with great
credit and ability till 18¢6. In 1903 he was
the Democratic nominee as a representative
of the twentieth district to the State Legis-
lature, and was unanimously elected, defeat-
ing Peter Hanson, of Union township. Dy
amendment of the constitution Mr. Ritter
will hold over another term to the Legis-
lature, as the elections are now biennial in-
stead of annual.

While Mr. and Mrs. Ritter were in Des
Moines thev made many warm friends, who
await their return with pleasure. In 1884
they erected their handsome residence on
Sunnyside Avenue, which joins Ritter’s
park, also owned by Mr. Ritter, and the
whole place is one of the most modern and
attractive homes in the city. Since this
worthy couple lost their children they have
spent much time in traveling in all parts of
the United States. Surely Mr. Ritter is to
be congratulated upon the great success
with which he has met in business and social
circles. His early life was full of trials and
struggles, as he began empty handed, hav-
ing nothing to depend on except that which
his activity and industry brought him. His
days of labor were long and hard. but being
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blessed with a rugged constitution he was
cnabled to toil on, and in the course of time
became one of the leading business men of
Burlington, and later was enabled to retire
from active business and enjoy his labors
of the past. He is a man possessing a large, -
warm heart, and his hundreds of friends
have long recognized in him one that is
true to himself as well as true and loyal to
others. His record in business was without
onge blot, as he ever fulfilled his contracts to
the very letter, firmly believing that honesty

_s&nd uprightness in life are the best and safest

watchwords, He is blessed with a true and
loving wife, who has ever stood by his side
rcady to assist at all times. Her kind and
loving deeds have reached many in distress.
and her quiet and beautiful manner, together
with her many accomplishments, have made
her many friends and admirers.

JAMES VANNICE.

James VaANNIcE, who started out in
life for himself at a very early age, and
with a brave spirit and strong determina-
tion met the difficulties and ohstacles that
lay in his path, has worked his way up-
ward to success, and is now classed with
the leading agriculturists of Des Moines
county. The experiences of pioneer life
in the wild West have been his, and for
many vears .1s portion was that of unre-
mitting toil, but his persistency of pur-
pose and capable management have made
him to-day one of the most prosperous
farmers of eastern JIowa.

Mr. Vannice claims
natal State, bheing born in Switzerland
county. Indiana, April 11, 1833. He came

Indiana as his





