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634 HISTORY OF JONES COUNTY

in which his opinion is always accorded a respect and deference that is befitting
his record as a public servant. His fraternal affiliations are limited to the Knights
of Pythias, but he has many stanch friends in county and state who are not bound
to him by lodge ties, but those who know him intimately are unanimous in their
loyalty to him as a friend.

ROBERT MELVIN PEET.

Robert Melvin Peet is a representative of one of the oldest pioneer families
of Jones county. He is also an extensive landowner, haviné some valuable prop-
erty in this county, while his home place, pleasantly situated about five miles from
Anamosa, has been in possession of the Peet family since 1840, in which year it
was purchased by his grandfather. Mr. Peet was born on this farm, March 2o,
1856, the second son and third in order of birth in a family of four children,
whose parents were James M. and Ann (Dallas) Peet. )

James M. Peet was born in Cortland county, New York, September 1, 1821,
a son of Gideon and Abigail (Wildman) Peet, who came originally from Con-
necticut and located in Cortland county, New York. Gideon Peet was an expert
mechanic but followed farming as a life work. Following his marriage he lo-
cated on a farm in central New York and there reared a family of eight sons
and one daughter, all of whom lived to become heads of families. It was about
1840 that Gideon Peet removed with his family to the west, for he believed that
this district offered better advantages and possibilities than the older settled east.
He decided upon Jones county as a suitable place to locate and accordingly went
to the land office in Dubuque and entered five hundred and sixty acres of land
in Fairview township, on which he took up his abode. He lived to enjoy his new
home for only a brief period, his death occurring in 1842. The sons then assumed
the management of the home farm for their widowed mother, whose death oc-
curred five years later, in 1847.

Subsequent to the mother’s death, James M. Peet, who was then a young man
of about twenty-six years, purchased the interest of the other heirs and became
sole owner of the homestead farm. Taking up his work in earnest, he prospered
as the years passed by and in the course of time added to his original possessions
until his holdings embraced nine hundred acres, all in Jones county. He was
very methodical and systematic in carrying on his work and took great pride in
keeping everything about his place in good condition, so that on five different oc-
casions his farm won first premium for being the best managed property in Jones
county., N . '

" James M. Peet was married June 5, 1845, to Miss Ann Dallas, a daughter of
Robert and Isabel (Couts) Dallas, of Red Oak Grove, Cedar county, Iowa. They
began their domestic life on the farm and there reared their family numbering
two sons and two daughters. William G., born May 8, 1846, was married Febru-
ary 8, 1872, to Miss Eliza E. Saum, a daughter of George Saum, a prominent
farmer of Walnut Grove, this county. William G. died December 12, 1893,
leaving a widow, two sons and one daughter. Lorenda E., who was born Decem-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moine§,




HISTORY OF JONES COUNTY 635

ber 3, 1848, died March 17, 1877. Robert M., the next member of the family, is
the subject of this review. Orra D., the youngest, was born July 30. 1864, and ’
died May 24, 1904, leaving a husband and one daughter. After a happy married
life covering almost three decades, Mrs. Peet was called to her final rest on the’
22d of September, 1874. In about three years the eldest daughter was called to
the home beyond, and subsequently the father left the farm to the management of '
his son Robert M. and removed to Anamosa, where he had purchased a comfort- :
able home. He was married a second time, July 5, 1877, to Matilda Weaver,
of this city, who died some time in 1906. He passed away August 13, 1888. In |
his young manhood, when much of the land in Jones county was still unclaimed,
he made his way to this district to brave the trials and privations incident to
the establishment of a home in a new country. He could relate with interest
the incidents of those early days when the homes of the settlers were widely scat-.
tered and when the thriving towns and cities of the present were then, many of
them, unknown. He was a most industrious and successful man, whose probity
: was unquestioned and had the love and respect of all with whom he lived. He
E was never identified with any church organization but the Golden Rule was éver 1
the basis of his conduct. In the highest and best sense of the term he was ever
and essentially a gentleman, and at his death he stood crowned with honors and
years, surrounded by a host of warm friends who gave tothim the reverence that
should ever be tendered to one of his years. A
Robert Melvin Peet, the immediate subject of this review, was reared to
habits of industry and economy, being trained in the work of the fields at an
early age, while his education was begun at the usual age in the district schools
near his home and therein he mastered the branches of learning that fitted him
for life’s duties and responsibilities. In 1877, when the father retired, Robert
M. Peet assumed entire management of the homestead farm and is now the owner
of this tract, to which he has since added, so that his possessions now embrace eight
hundred and twenty acres, all in one body, and two hundred and sixty acres in
another tract in Greenfield township, Jones county. He likewise owns two hun-
dred and seventy-six acres in Marion township, Linn county, this state. His
home place is well improved with substantial barns and outbuildings, and the
house which he occupies is a modern country residence, pleasantly located ahout
~ five miles from Anamosa. Mr. Peet is extensively engaged in general farming
and stock raising and is numbered among the most prominent and prosperous men
of his section of Jones county. His interests have at all times been thoroughly
identified with those of the county and while he has prospered, his success has
been gained only by strict adherence to the most honorable and businesslike
methods.
Mr. Peet was married on Thanksgiving day of 1878, the date being November
28, to Miss Carrie Belle Carbee, a daughter of William and Harriet (Smith)
Carbee, who were natives of New Hampshire. The Carbee family originated in
England. The paternal grandparents were John H. and Anna (Powers) Carbee,
who were likewise natives of the old Granite state and there they lived and died.
Joel Carbee, the great-grandfather, served in the Revolutionary war. The ma-
ternal grandparents of Mrs. Peet were Lyman and Rachel (Heath) Smith, also
natives of New Hampshire. The father, William Carbee, served in the Civil war,

Source: lowa Terrfforial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lows
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becoming captain of Company H. Twenty-fourth Regiment, Jowa Volunteer In-
fantry, and he lost his life at the battle of Champion Hills, May 16, 1863. The

mother survived for a number of years and died in 1879, when forty-eight years .

of age. Unto Mr. and Mrs. William Carbee were born one son and two daugh-
ters, the brother and sister of Mrs. Peet being: Francis D., a resident.of South
Dakota ; and Alice, the widow of H. G. Bowman, who dled in 1893, leaving eight
chxldren the family now residing in Cedar Rap1ds

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Peet have been born six daughters and two sons. The
eldest, Harriette A., is now the wife of W. F. McCarty and has two sons, Robert
W. and Francis P. The other children are Orra Almeda, Minnie Alice, Bessie,
Almora Louise, Florence Lorenda, James William and Robert Melvin, Jr.

Mr. Peet is a democrat in his political views and has taken quite a prominent
and influential part in public affairs, being a member of the thirtieth and thirty-first
general assemblies and also serving as a member of the board of supervisors for
four years. His extensive business interests make such heavy demands upon his
time and attention that he finds little opportunity for active participation in poli-
tics. He is not slow, however, in lending his influence to the cause of any worthy
movement or measure instituted by his fellow citizens. His enterprising and
progressive spirit has made him a typical American in every sense of the word
and by constant exertion, associated with good judgment, he has raised himself
to the prominent position which he now holds, having the friendship of many
and the respect of all who know him. :

CHARLES WESTPHAL.

" Charles Westphal, whose large farm in Wyoming township, represents the
results of his own labors, was born in Germany and is a son of Adolph and
Christina Westphal. They were born and reared in that land, which they could
never be induced to leave although three of their four sons came to America
and found homes is this county. They were Charles, the subject of this sketch:
. Louis, who lives in Jones county; and Henry, a resident of Wyoming township.
Frederick, the third son has remained in Germany, living with his parents until
their death. °

It was in 1872 that Charles \Nestphal started upon his journey to the L‘mted
States. He had received his education in the land of his birth, so that the years
he has spent here have been devoted entirely to making a place for himself among
his fellow citizens. On landing on our shores he went first to Chicago. where
he remained six months, and then went to Clinton county, lowa, where he stayed
a year, working as a farm hand. Having acquired some familiarity with the
language and customs of the country. he came in 1899, to Wyoming township.
Jones county, where he purchased the farm on which he is living today. It
consists of two hundred and ninety-six acres, lying on section 20, is well im-
proved as the result of his efforts, and is cultivated with a skill that makes it
productive of large harvests. In addition to his purely agricultural interests,
he has given a great deal of attention to the raising and feeding of stock. so
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in- the basiness of dairy farming. In 1916, he married Miss Rachel
Chapman, dadghter of the Rev: R. K. Chapman, of De Witt, Towa and
has two sons, Eugene and Stanley.

M¥. Paulson was elected to township office in 1914-1916 ‘and as director
of the farm bureat in 1928. Interested in tailroad work, he entered
the race for railroad commissioner in the last etection but was ‘defeated.
He is & member of the Congtegational church and of the Masonic order.
He was elected as State Representative in 1929 and served one term
with distinet cfedit to himself and his eountry.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the
Forty-seventh General Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable
Harry C. Paulson, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and
the House weuld tender by this resolution, its sincere sympathy to the
surviving members of his family in their sorrow, and

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this reselutien be spread
upon ‘the Journal of the Housé, and that the Chief Clerk be instructéd
to send an entolled copy to the family of the deceased.

WiLriam N. JUDD,
Harry F. Bunow,
J. P. GALLAGHER,

Committee.

Unanimously adopted, April 19, 1937.

o

HONORABLE ROBERT M. PEET

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu-
tions commemorative of the life, character and public services of the
late Honorable Robert Melvin Peet of Jones county, Iowa, beg leave to -
submit the follewing report:
~ Robert Melvin Peet was born in Fairview Township, Jones county,
Towa, the son of James M. and Anna PDallas Peet. Gideon Peef,: his
grandfather, entered five hundred sixty acres of land in Fairview Town-
ship at the land office in Dubuque in 1840. He lived only a few years
after that and his sons assumed management of the place. Mrs. Gideon
Peet died in 1847. Soon after James M. Peet purchased the interest of
the seven brothers and one sister and became the solé owner of the farm
James M. Peet was the father of Robert M. Peet, better known as Mg
and Mel assumed control ‘of the land in 1877 when James M. Pect réttmﬁ
and moved to Anamosa. Since 1877 Robert Peet added to the o ]
aereage ‘'of the fatm throtigh sahe investments ahd hard work untilit
place is listed at twelve hundred acres all in one farm in addition todlase
acreages In other localities. It is one of the largest farms in this
of the'state and ome of the finest==a beautiful monument to a man wh
greatést joy in the sitcebss he attained wak - in the ha,ppméss it en
him %o bring to his family and friends.

‘On Thanksgiving day of 1878, Robert Peet was married: to M (
‘Belle Carbee; daughter of Williars and Hareiet Sitih Carbet; and
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have lived on the home place ever ,suu:e In 1888, Mr. Peet built the
fine brick house across the road from the old farmstead,

Surviving are Mrs. Peet and eight children: Mrs. W F. MeCp,rty of
Ames, Iowa; Mrs. Medn Bowdish and Miss Minnie Peet of Anamesa,
Iowa; Mrs. Ora Mayes of Tipton, Towa; Mrs. H. L: Apxenfight of Cali-
fornia; Mrs. W. E. Dandridge of New Orleans, Indiana; snd James W.
and Robert M. Jr.; of Anarmosa, Towa. ' There are also nine grandchil-
dren.

In politics Robert Peet was a democrat. He servéd as g member of
the Board of Supervisons:in Jénes county for four years and was elected
Representative frem Jones aotmty and served in the Thirtieth and Thirty-
first General Asseniblies.

Therefo’re Be It Resolved, That in the passing of the Honorable Robert
Melvin Peet, Jones county and the state of Towa have lost a va}uable
and honored citizen and that this General Assembly bear unanimous wit-
ness of his upright life and his, honorable service to his state. He was
a man honored and trusted, of sterling quahty and 11'reproachable char-
acter.

Be Tt F'wrther Resolped, That a copy of these regolutions be spread
upon the Journal of the House, and that the Chlef Clerk be dlrected
to forward an enrolled copy to the famlly of ‘the deceased,

THOMAS STIMPSON,

JorN R. GABDNER,
GEORGE SCHLATTER, y
Commtttee

Unanimously adopted, April 19, 1937.

HONORABLE NELS PETERSON

. Mg. SPJ:}A;KKR. Yonr comrmttﬂee appointed to prepare sultable res ‘Iu-
tions commemorating the life, character, and public services of he
Honeraple Nels Peterson, a member of the Thirty-ninth, Fort;eth g.nd
,Fortleth Extra General Assemblies of Iowa, beg leave to submlt ‘the
follov;agg ;

Nels Peterson was bgm in Gaieaburg, Illm,ms, Qctober 9, r1857 ,He
died April 15, 1936 at the age of 78 years;: 8 months 6.days.

A 1895, he was married to Minnié A. Aler.  They have ong son anﬁ
j;hzr\ee daughters, whe together with his wife and several gfrjandchﬂdrm,
and a host of friends survive him, :

1. Mfr; Péterson’eame. 10 Swedsburg, Hgnsry connty, Iewa%,w“fhen elesven
years ald. - He:received: his education in the éxsirmt ;aehgel ;md Howes
Academy, Mt. Pleasamt Towa. b :

Mr. Peterson: served his:eommunity long and falthfully in various
capacities such. as railraadstation operator, asmstant postmaster, secre-
tary and director wf schoold, and as director of insurance a.ssocmtlons
and ithe elévator. - Most of his life was spent on the farm near Olds,
Iowa, where he looked after his darms, and pther.business interests.
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