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·ghiP.'~·:::,.:-~in.;l908 : tt1~y:: ·. · · ~ffieers;;:r:.Mel-ri·u .,van · Norman 

· -~~n~.:~:{HiS:'iletr · · : · ··· n<h: :b~·~n / trreeri; Bill.: · .Drum, 
·. ~ · · · .. · ·rot·~ ::aUiriiter, : :BteJne Southwick • 

. ' . 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

t 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

COUNTIES OF 

Woodbury anct Plymouth, 
IOWA, 

INCLUDING AN EXTENDED SKETCH OF 

S I 0 _ U X C IT Y, 
THEIR EARLY SETTLEMICNT AND PROGRESS TO THE PRESENT TIMEj A DESCRIP· 

TION OF THEIR HISTORIC AND INTERESTING LOCALITIES j SKETCHES OF 

THE TOWNSHIPS, CITIES AND VILLAGES j PORTRAITS OF SOME 

OF THE PROMINENT MEN, AND BIOGRAPHIES OF 

MANY OF THE REPRESENTATIVE 

CITIZENS. 

' 
ILLUSTRATED. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS : 

A. WARNER & CO., PUBLISHERS.' 

18!)0-91. 

fJ 0 ~-·::---? .:!.7 ~ ~ ·~ 7-,·~- 0""~., M 

... Yt qj.-o·;<·J.·.' '
1
·!··.;·.·)· ·· ·.~ tr.h.· .. ~ ··e;.,,.: F .. ·= . JO.·VI/A .... ·· "1 n ft w. r1 . . i/ tt ' (<! ' ~ ... ' ·~ •. -... · .· •, : ·_. ,'" ':'-,,,~ 

~;~:: :.tt· .:-~ ~~.;a"·, :t1L2 D ~~~ .. r v~ ~:· -~~- ~ \1 
IYIC!i l l .> , 1\... Vih :.;l]3'~;j ' "' ··- ~ u <il ~ 

STATE L!Bi 

DES 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

~Long 

~ 
lphia, 
taska, 
!land 
hbina 

~he 

~ars. 

~r in 
~and 

GENEALOGY AND BIOGRAPHY. 765 

Rapids, and was admitted to the bar in 1871. He bPgan the practice of law 

at Cedar Rapids, but remov"d to Brooklyn, PoweshiPk county. whPrE' hfl 

remained until his removal to Le \fars. which waf' in ,Jamlary, 188:3. Th•'re 
Le became E'ngagE'd in thP pradieP of hi.s profession . and in 1586 he aRsoci ­

ated with him F. R G<1 :·nor . 1he i1rm www h•'ing :\Iartin & Gaynor. 
In 1863, at thE' age d ff ' "PD ;·Pah. lH' f'lllic1P<1 in Company B, Nir;th 

Iowa cavalry, and SE'f\''•1 twr· RL·i R t;c,1f : · ,•:tr~ He was wound0d in I' 

skirmish at Sr-rct':y, .~- ~·~~ .: i n··!" r tt \\' :;J 'iJi-. n· .. giJP ~~ nt \': a~o.; t· ,1gagecl in tbP 
southwest, along tlw Hio G·· '!l !.·.k . :1" T•."o.a~ . hl!•.l iJ t ArkHu,a~ :Jntil :\In rei:. 
18ufl. He was cit) sc:licit .:r r-.f Le :IL1r~ for ny.-, \<'rms. and ie H memlwr of 

ll'fower Post, ~o. \Jl, G. A. R. H·.· !' ' :•rri .·d ,J••nni•• :'II, daughter of Jdm Ba;·. 
of Peacham, V Prmont, in 1-':\113. 

CRAIG L. ·wRIGHT, attorney, S iuux City. son of Georw' G. ·wright, wRs 

born at Keosauqua, Iowa. in 1 ti-l fl. HE' \Vas educated at Iowa City, and 
graduated from thE' uniwrsity thPre in ] Sf)l. Iu 1Sf1S hP. attP.nded. a law 

school at Des Moine~. and during that year was admitted to thP bar. He 

returned to Sioux City in Septemh0r of the same year. and began the practice 

of law. He was city attorney for two t•'rrns. H8 is a director in thP SE'curity 
bank, the Corn Exchange bank. in both street railroa•l companiE's, and also 
of the Sioux City & ~orthern railroad. He ifo a m~mber of the r8publican 
party. 

In 1873 he married I;:ate P. Yan l),·ke, of K eokuk. Iowa. and has two 
children. His busint·,~~ carPer has bPer; ven· successful~ and he has acauired 
the reputation of bein£! an able and snC<'P~sful lawn•r. " 

\VrLLIAM \V. :\IcE ·_·f .\TH . fRl'lllE'r ll!,ri •~raiu hl' ':e,·. }Iov il!e. was born in 

Montgomery county. S Y.. ;1, 1 '-01 l. fl ncl i~ :1 '-'on ~f .Jnhn arul ,Jane I .r ackson"l 
McElrath, the fo rm•'r R ]!(ltiVt' r,f s,nt !nr,··luurl th•- lnttPr 'l nntiv» of Irehmd. 

John McElrath ·was a fEn::wr . ••t '"],irh c•e rl.1]'8tinn [y 'YR" <"ng·q£!·Prl in \\'h it'-' · 
side county, IlL at tbr> tinw 0f J.i" rlPRtb. wl;ich <Jrenrrl'>d in 1 Rj''!. hi>' "·ife 
~aving..:preceded him :cl:out •'ight •h:,·s. R" and ·wifP ramP to Amerirn in 
849; they were both nwmhers of t)w 0ld Pre;,;b,·t erian ehurch. 

\Villiam W. was bruu:.:ht up on a fnrm. •HIHl ,move<] with his JHHc-nts to 
Wh't · . . ' 
, 1 es1de count-y, Ill. , when hP wns frmr year~ d age. He coutin1.lf'tl tore-

Side with his parents until thei r rlen.th. h0 \win;:: dw ,-otUJ;::Pst child of thE' 
family. He took charge of the lwm,:stra<l farm:~ whi,·l1 he -carried on t:mtil 
lSS~ . . The last eight years of his I'P~ic1rrli'P in Illinui:o: h'C' dealt r1uite PX­

tenslVely in live stock I n }.l·o\C... 1 lll' cauw to Wnor1hun conntL I owa. and 
purchased J "0 - 1 ·· · · · · • • · • • · , • 1 h v acres ot .auct lll cr·etJ<)Jl umdi··Pn. .'.n •;·tgt•)n town . ..;lllp. " : JPl'P 

he now resides. HP Pn•rter1 a h• l 'l-<> :.mel rorunF'Lr'~-> • l ·o hr<>Hk hi- lan d. anr1 

as continued e'l.·pr ~il('' ' tc <'un• lnr·+ l:i~ filrm. He h;•" sinrP :.l'l<l•·d t •1 hie. 
property, and n o w ow t, c; 1 . . pH I arn·"· 1ll in ')fl" l' iPC "'. whfir>' lH• rnis~s a S""l'PP.t 
nurnbe f 1· . . . ' · r 0 ne.;::tcy::k cf dl ku: •l". 1. ,,,1 rl ec the rr · ~·1 l2r farr.1 prur1nr'~. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

766 HISTORY OF WOODBURY AND PLYMOUTH COUNTIES. 

In 1887 ~ came to Moville and commenced to buy stock and grain, m 
connection with his farming interests. Politically he is a republican. He is 
at present county suP.ervisor, which office he holds three years, and is also a 
school director. He is a member of the Masonic Lodge and of the Farmers' 
Alliance. 

In August, 1872, :Mr. McElrath married Alice Heathcote, of Morrison, 
Ill., and there have been born to them nine children: Eva, Edith, Ray, Ralph, 
Maude, Allie, Willie, Minnie and Alice. ' 

ABsALOM B. MILLER, farmer, P. Q. Anthon, Woodbury county, is a son of 
George and Himnah Miller, both of Dutch descent, and was born in Lexing­
ton, Ky., June 4, 1814. He was educated in a common school in Lexington, 
until ten years of age, when he moved with his parents to Sidney, Shelby 
coun.t,y, Ohio, where he- attended school until he was twenty-two years of 
agt.; :.tle then bought a stock of groceries and was in bul'iness for himself 
a year. 

In 1837 he moved to Toledo, Ohio, bought a steam saw-mill, and aft!lr 
running that two years moved back to Sidney and farmed until 1842. He 
then moved to Jackson county, Iowa; worked in a grist-mill until1852, and 
then bought a farm in South Fork township, where he lived until the fall of · 
1870, when he moved to Kedron township, Woodbury county, and bought 
the town site of Anthon, where he now resides. 

In December, 1836, he married Mary, daughter of William and Rebecca 
Barl~y. In 1842 his wife died, leaving three children: Margaret A., George 
and Lucfnda. In 1844 he married Jane, daughter of William Bodel, an!,l 
she has borne him seven children: Albert, Laura, Nettie, William, James, 
Perry and Mary. He is a member of the Methodist · church, and politic~.y 
is a democrat. 'i 

RoBERT M: McCARTER, banker, Moville, was born in Clinton county, Io~ll, 
February 22, 1855, and is a son of Robert and Harriet (Gorham) McCartig, 
both natives of New York, now residing in Moville, Woodbury county. . •rt 

R. M. McCarter was brought up on a farm in Clinton county, IQ"?i~ 
where he was born, and_ where he received his education. At the ag~ ·9f 

seventeen he left home and went to Sac county, Iowa, where he rem~ 
until 1884, when he went to Sioux county, Iowa, and was there engas~ 
in farming for a year. He then returned to Sac county and farmed ~¥1 
1887, when he went into the bank at Shaller, Iowa, as assistant c~ . 
In February, 1888, he came to Moville and went into the banking :1\>£!1· 
ness with his father, Robert McCarter, which they have continued 
since. In December, 1888, William H. Barto went into partnership 
them, and the bank is- now known as the Farmers' bank. Polit.icaU 
is a republican, a member of the town council and school board. :a:. 
member of the United.W orkmen and also the Odd Fellows. 
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1910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

< ancestry 

Contact Us: 1-80G-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: Will W Mcelrath 

Age in 1910: 62 

Estimated Birth 1848 
Year: 

Birthplace : Ireland 

Relation to Head Head 
of House: [Self (Head) ] 

Father's Birth Scotland 
Place: 

Mother's Birth Scotland 
Place: 

Spouse's Name: Alice L Mcelrath 

Home in 1910: Arlington, Woodbury, Iowa 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: View others on Qage 

Household Name Age 
Members: Will W Mcelrath 

Alice L Mcelrath 
Allie Mcelrath 
Fred Mcelrath 
Hellen Mcelrath 

Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Arlington, Woodbury, Iowa; 
Roll: T624_ 429; Page: 38; Enumeration Distnct: 0161; Image: 382; FHL 
Number: 1374442. 

62 
56 
26 
16 
13 

Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on­
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006. 

Original data: Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm 
publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 
29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. For detarls on the contents of the film 
numbers, visit the following NARA web page: NARA 

Description: 
This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United 
States Federal Census, the Thirteenth Census of the United States. In additton, each 
indexed name is linked to actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information 
recorded in the census includes: name, relattonship to head of famiLy, age at last 
birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married, wtdowed, or divorced, 
birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

COrJXlrate Information careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 
Ancestry.com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?did=19&pidlist=7602-4549094 _1 084-3178826 ... 

Page 1 of 1 
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William Walter McElrath- Overview- Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1 

< ancestry HI, helenjwhl ~ign.Qy_t: Messages C19l r±£..Ar;:Q2YI)!: H~ To-Dos Quick links 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Gift Memberships 

Kuebler Family Tree Return to family tree Tree oages Owner: daniellekuebler 

William Walter McElrath 
Birth 8 March 1848 in Belfast I reland 

Death 20 May 1926 in Moville Woodbury Iowa US 

View his tamitv tree View famitv members ~ 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery 

No photos_ stones, audio or video have been added yet. 

Timeline~) 

Birth 
Belfast Ireland 

Marriage to Alice Louise Heathcote 

Age: 26 

Death 
1926 
2oMa) 

Age: 78 

Moville, Woodbury Iowa US 

Comments 

No comments have been added yet. 

Add a comment 

Contact Us: 1-8QO-ANCESTRY Ancestry .com Slog 

~ 1997-2011 Ancestry .c.om Corporate Infonnation 

Affiliates Gift Memberships 

PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

hrtp://trees.ancestry.com/tree/17423218/person/524865124 

find a person in this tree 

Save this oerson to your tree 

Comment on this 

Family Members 

Parents 

No Father 

No Mother 

Spo use & Children 

Alice Louise Heathcote 
1853 - 1929 

[_____; 

Eva Alice McElrath 
1873 -

1 Edith Olive McElrath 

i 1 1875-

r--=--=:-l Minnie Mabel McElrath 

~_j 1875-

Roy William McElrath 
1877 -

Ralph Joh n McElrath 
1879-

-- j Maude McElrath 

1880 -
L __ _ 

Alice Heathcote McElrath 
1882- 1956 

William Walter 2 Willie McElrath 
1883-

Diamond - Infant Son McElrath 
1886-1886 

1 Mercy Ann McElrath 

1 188s -1891 

Fred Paysen McElrath 
1893-

, Helen louise McElrath 
' 1895- 1989 

Family group sheet 

Source Information 

Ancestry Family Trees 
This citation provides evidence for William Walter 
McElrath 

Web Links 

There are no web/inks available for this person. 

Search the web for William Walter McElrath 

Ancestry.com 
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