
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

. . 

Standard Form For ~emb~rs of the Leq1slature 

Name of Representative __________________________ _ 

. .17 ' "' L 1 !" /- - "If ~~~H. t ,~ j /( · ' /1 :· ·. 

2. Marria9e (s) date place 

/ 
(• 

3. Si9nificant events for example: 

A. Business __________________________________________________ ___ 

B. Civic responsibilities ____________________________________ _ 

C. Profession~~~·~71~:~~.-~· ~-~~~· ~~~~~~&J~·~, /~/~·-~- -~-'~--~_·,7------------------------
' ( 

6. Public Offices 

A. 

B. State __________________________________________________ __ 

C. National __________________________________________________ ___ 

2(--.. ·;,I.' 

9. Names of parents fk .. ·:. J A : I tr . 0.·~- - " . (itr.;; t~i,._. +-=:'--:·· _, '__:_· ... ~.,__._ .. -
I (/ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

S/7 1 ~IV......:;> I ---"I' [ -· 

10 . Ed ucat1 o n ------------------

11. Degrees __________________________________________________ __ 

12. Other applicable information c/(j.y;..-t--:·/~_.,c.r 
--------------------~~~~-----

'.~/# ~·('~.,./ / / hr~nA i't,.f 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

----r .................. ··:'""'" "" . 

Sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Ap p licability 

- --· - ---- - - . ·- - .. -· - ···- -- ·-- ·---··-- ··--·- ·--··· -------·- ·--- -····---·-···-- -- - -··-··--- - ·- ·---···-- ··---··--·-- -----

- ---------- -----·-·--- ----·- -

- ----- ---·- -··- -- - - - - - ---- - -- - ------

---·---·-·--·- ---- - -- ·-- ··-- --- - -----------··- ·- ··- -- ----

' 

I 
f 

f 
i 

I 
I 
!' 

r 
j 
! 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

: being 

·r.rollt><l 

< hung 
·'rands· 

. 1, tluny 
•I ll. 

y paper 
"'tlilfcr· 
·r~ the 
;[.l!lndt'd 
: (o en~ 

·- . thilt, 
;\. ... 1, ttncl 

would 
·I order. 
were or · 
.(,:ol~n 

l itll anJ 

'· 
, inquh·o 
:,.t, l.Ju:-~y 

.. ,.,, .......... . , - ·· - - · ,... - . · - - ro . 

SlaverY In thu Turritmle». 
Mr. 'Dunn exprcS!il!<l a wish to •trike tlown 

.rhat h•H lc<l to the prcstnt di•turh .• nrc~. •no 
r~~lnn1 thlnj:S to ..-hero they wero l'rt,i<.>us In 
the Kan!ll\.• Ncbr••k" act. 

llo otlcre<l •n am<·mlmont •nh~tanliallv to 
restore tho ~li•sohri Compromi~e. · 

~lr. Grow mOI"<'tl the previnu• <JUestion. 
1 Mr. Walker made an unsucccl<l!ful motion 

to n<Uourn. 
'J'he icman•l for pre,·ious question sustAin· 

ed-i8 apin~t M . 
Mnin <JI.I••tion ortl cred, tho !>ill to uo the 

n .... t hu•lno"" In order Oil !Jouday. 
,\tljourncd. __ __...,_ ..--..--

!Uot·k Urok.erv-J"•ta1 A~rl'lf'Df. 
· N•w YonK, June 2A. 

Our ho~nl of •lock hrnker~ •~:~1 ro hoht 
no mcctiu~s Oil Snturtl:oy afternoons tlurin~: 
the 1\Umtucr. 

There i" 110 •ecnntl hnRr<l tn-tlov. 
Tltrt•o ynnllA' A'irls, n~me<l Arkcr, ""ih•on, 

nntl Me~itt, \t'cro run over hr 11. n~t~scnt!'t·r 
trnin, wh;lo "''lkinv: on the track of the Ed,, 
lbilrnntl nanr !:ito~ldn-itl;!c. 

The two 1\r•t w~ro ~il'e~, 4n1l the l~ttcr 
b.,.lly ..-oun•lctl. · · -----·--S1'. Lon•, Jnnr 2A. 

ll l'O!•panton nanu.:tl ;ua~n•: u , an'-o o --- · · ··n I 
vbilt·d t~<o or throe dri1>klng hou..e< and be- -The Hkh•rwn~l ~;'"luircr, i~ appenlin~; to 

roming i'ntnxic•ktl ~mA•hing glu~"''' hottle• I the ~vuthom Know !\othln~•; lo r.m<akc Fill· 
&. t 1 1 ' t 

1 
(' ' 
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' more'• cnmp, ~nJ join I he nlggcr·tldring tl•m· 

t'. , " cac 1 I• &l' t',. wcu o"' •cl mnn u oon, j Ot'nl('\" 

kept loy a mnn named C:laloh, ~nd rO<Ie i11tH · · ----
the room on mul•••; th<·y wen• put out, hut 
!'loon rl'l urncd, • awl · in the most GOi:..tcruH!'­
manncr, <lcmnnJeJ li<JIItlr, wlth·lr was linnlly 

gh·,·n, in hopes of pMcifdn~: theni. llnvi nl( 

oloi.Joinetl lhe liquor, ll~t·y pruuolll;ct·d it ua<l. 

nnd threw it into thu l•rop;·i~tor,; fucc: the)' 
11lso threw th,·ir glu~II~S ut' the mirror thut 
Wll~ hn.uhiug in tln: rooro, Lrl!llking it intu 

fragments. They then either went out, or 
"·ere put out, but ~o<>r. n•turut~l, ~r~xwcll 

· ltringing an ·nxe with loi:n·, .. "lth ivl.ich ·he 
••nll·l< the prop• i~tor on tho nose, intlieti11g a 

•evcrc wound. A brother of th e propriclor 
then ru,hcd upon them with n kuifc•, •tabln:d 
huth >e\'cral time~ . Thry then went out 
of tho donr, ~[a.xwcp f;,lling <le:od immcdiutcly . 

after l'"ving pa~~cd out; and "G•p•ry J!\c!.:" 
falling by hi~ ~itle! who i• ~tl)'poml to be 

mot !.11iy \I'Oun<let! . 
Thl·ce men, .\tl•m, Fnuwi,, "'"I John Gl.ub, 

were •oon uf\cr ~nCh!ud, ntul thl~ nft~rroon. 

-The Providcut•o l'oht, sr;ccrl.ngl y cnll> 
Col. Frren111nt • Heat· ho111tcr. · The Spring· 

f\clol Ht:pulolica n rc•Jttnul~. i will flml bt•f••re 

next :\ovcmbcr he i.< a llucli runtcr ai>W. 

-Tom ll,l' l·r· ,,l~cri., to 'u, 11 his name in 

N>llllel·tiull 1dtlo Brook•~ f.>r h · ""Y~ hu ncv­
t:r !"tu\,iJ ~tlatuan 111 the h;tck, -)JOI' 11tt.ad:ed 

one :-oittiu~ tlown. \\~ c presume he never 
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li ~J . \.' u o )( Ln,lo.Jli.i · 1 a.11d ('.U\ r•J tJ.;loi ,Uy ; 
llollt \JoUU•Illlllf &tot .t.d'~· rlflt{ WU•l otfU•){ & 

IUull ; dit: ll.oll\-1 ·,.f · ~o~U tl.$tll. t" .. , l ~u ~. 
t•rthC l" c ul hulUo~.nlt,- .. tu wake khuwu tl 
rc:"-''''" L1•vu ... r dt•t o& ~- ~~~·r.• \. 
tL-.·LulJ·· ··•r \ 'h -•llt('C', Itt: W'lll •t:u•l • UeC•\1 
Ul' l< l> l •lt ll..llt.lf.oUK'Il•lll 1 U( . ~.._ ~I I J U»lhtJ 

1'h l• . m .. &.wt 1 t>•t•l i h '' •il, •j..olhl-..d (ur 
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rh•t•r, W<' le-mt that tht• St~r uf · the \\',.,.,, 
with rt CldP:t:!!' ,.,)ffiilany ofT\.Rn~.,"( emirrn n1F, 
wax honrtlct l on lll'r o.rt i\'nl at \\"'-'"'ton hv n. 
J1nrty <lf men who :'l':"rcsh.•d llH~ whole rom.pn ­
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s:.·:1c '-'' •Y they .C11)l •' insko•l . of lcltinK then• 
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a.rc utu1t>rgo'n:; nn exuwlruttion hofure 111~ 
horHw, Ju,.;th-c l:atc~. ___ ____.,._~--- . t l1

"0tt t1 !~ ,M~·~·t,1~~ ~,.~~·.-., .I ~'f'~ ~ 
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i~ un hur wn•• huluw; ~11<1 will Jallq the Chi· 
ruJ!ilRn• at .\!ton. 

Tit>·\' · uc under the !>HArtl of a p•rt.:r d 
Cnro1i~.i.1.n11. 

tion of om cit)· . Strong lqfiolcn~•~ nro peed· 
e•l to ~-ount.croet the ovcndoclming lidc of' ir~ 
wlokh is carrying mnny from the pltths of vir· 
tue. . 

A mo~ting will soon ho hrl•l, of whkh ~n· 
~rnl nolico willu~ given, when thuol~ertsllnd 
clnims of tloc nssodaliun will bo fully !<Cl f.,rlh. 

The following officcrR havo \oeen clcctttl for 

t\te prt.'llcnt ycnr. · 
Prc~iJcnt-w 1 LLI.Uf ~nr.r;s: .. ·-· 

r.:w-Tm: U.IILiltiA·., ~IEt'O! St;, will be holden 

~ tthc l'rnuc SqcAilE thi.: evcuing. 

__ a_n<l <!~lela. 
thu [ltl'Opl~• 

'\"[cu l'rp_:idcut>;-f', · [,;· ll,.rcu. · . · r.·-;. 
,, , ,_--- ---u. ~ , -coOtxV, - - . - -':-. 

Ttll: Gnoo SniAll£11 Ht~OLI'H arrived on 

SII<J•;•I>ly P . ~t. with thrta Daq;<·s of Coal, 
f,irlTit;-·pntitli')uJ!. iuuTllu dc lslan<n:>w-eo.= 
This st.~mel"i~ ~ai•l I<> bo not only ···n.,..,. 
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.to at hnlf 

Jm. 

""• Jtin~>2S, 

pfuvnlling 

, ~dnncing 

June 25. 
tn·mortmY 
. ] 

II 'r)l, \• ,\'SUF:\'t-: Jt. 

B. 1'. lttCI!.\IWS. 

DlHL:CH•II~ • . 

AuH!in .\tlnm.<, 1'hM. n. ·J,mc-ll, 
Cyruri llcthol'ington, H. ~1. 1\'ntu•l••l', 
0 .••. l:i :<s..-1 1, . Wm. Hclmonn: 
ll. 11. Hettt:h," ' 11. A. Littleton, 
A. II. J)illon, 0. C. Kcnr>lcy, 
A. E. llnrtnoit, D:\vitl Dt<t'kur. 

Corro"l''>udiHC Sec'y-J•:no)IF. ' .\t.LES, 
BccorJing SL-c'y- F. ·J , ll £ttKOS, 

Trea>nrcr-Lon• Butsor. 
Liuraohi•.:....li, H.\\" At.ros. 
Qual'lerly Com-J. II. llu><._.ll, 

. s: r.o~nn, 

" C: . Mdlcn, 

II. t:. ll•·tl H·I'i nj."t~'' · 

-----..~--

lTThe (\lltl•u\l.m "'leu, hn~ heen com· 
m••wetl on nn extell•h·c "<'ulc In tho. runjfiuh, 
in lll'iti•h indio. Wl~t•n in full bcnring, tho 

yioltl ia -l(IO ptmiHI• of l''"ll"~c<l tea per a<'re. 
l.nsl yonr 4.30 clwsl.tl were pRcked f?r mor, 
~t. • 

~ 

~One hundred 1\tul. thit ty GcorghtnH 
arrh·eJ ut St Lmtl .o, on 8untlny ht.t, on · their 

way t•• Knn'""' 'l'hc•rc was u· fworablo pro· 

l'""l'"'tiun of women un•l cl.ildrcn ttlll(lllt; the 
IIUIUlJl•r, f 

' "'"' V<o:r llhUwU1 f o111<1 h oo VI t( Ill d11 &IIIl i 
t.U('-'lA' U1 till.: .... ,\l , t •• !< l• l(a )(e ILl. II~ rau 
wi , IJu~ lu "'"" run w:t.trU\!...Iolu In uu:: w.. 
•U th · UnhC'I &.a~• .c.· L.ll,u •• d .. , "'"' "' 
the ·Ul.ll ul fl. 1 tlW 14d :.h ·M · ....._ lla· 
b ··cn lavur.:•l With, •!ld lh., nut.t•Y lh&ul. 
Ult:llt• l h"v" t'C' • .:tv-..,1/r•tW thuk 11J1utll 
au..t w),o krc Ulal.\ug lrHPl. 

. . ~· n, tto; l'r.ll 1.1 
At h, to Jlfc al •J ptuuD ;on otoportunlt: 
L4•11lCP. ...... h.,h l.jl . ..... J.lJ!•iU·~ bl, llllcl 
.c •lllhl. 0 ~1. 1'heol'lt U Jh ... ll iYC IJ Uu tn, 
h ·r , Jtt" or f.:lh'~• u( tls« tk. .t ClM.:t. C'Atl b 
it~ clulflh' lo r, Iilio I 1 C'illu tt"lrr :o p. ,.,,u.. 
• • •u.:-t~o l;"'li • • • Ill h ·• ,lfy th-.t t h•Y ar~ : 
fl~ l·Cf t1 )' •t th..: -..w~. h itla .bt.o!oiu 

L.\IIII:S Ult O~:<o"TL~l. 

t"ltU (JI~:Lj!o~ , Ill!• I •ith '\~<rft"C't r1l.4C' UHll.:. · 
hlo 'I•HLt" , ;o',·vo·rtal Llioltf'• \u v;.art .. u, I 
:41;th:,I'~·UI • uh~lll• 1tt1ct )l~~ot·f .. l O•IWhul 

'' !i·,,~·~':'.~/~~~ '~~~~.!~: :;~arL:\ n~ 
4U i r~olloo !l•M.tlll. rpon tl'C,il' ' •of tJ 
Pl.'"''' ;u t h e -~r. ' k&tl \ •Jr;.,,., ~ln: uhtr 
:~'~i,~~~.~• 1~ . I'' e.;rt, .• h dt ~·u ~ }k 

~111ht1 Ill ~1ll o! \J .•)' l"d.1nat m1 
\h..- t·ot LQr 1\f th.: •· K,:a d otlt( CiltlkUa •hd 
h.g. 1• ... . , ~tud "1-.o., n . hhu on~ or noY c 
1uo1u•. On l!t r~·· t:" l t''• a1uS altt·r " : _. , 
ht ' ll"l'rh:J he (ultu1fil.( (41\lutll\1 In h 

·•Wu l'1ll1 Mt~nttuu tu th< aah.:rtl.t\· 
P~t,t~ouu• • •• r Sl'w \'••rl>.~ ht14d,•Jl•·Jmport 
Wlll l" h • &I "" fouuo~t In aullthtlr ;O •hma• 
''" •·ta· ~· f 1,(,. ('\r··ub,r• , M ln ~lnl t•' )" , 

· ~'"} •• .-:~: tu\ruul• ·n; ·w_. ftn•t I(" 1,, 
but:, hut • \ i ~~;ht, ~~~. •. v an•t l .... •nqr•LI- · 
i.hat Ill y he ltUtoh• pro• ftt"Me uu .. Vt:ry 

·V .\ U I~• h ·n hl'UJI be- t~Udu·IPt'd to \ 
jUII'll ~ l.twl .., ,M-(w,...] a..~ U~• . 

l~~A-Ici':;;\: -:r~\:ti~&e. · t>('rr ..... ,.,,l .nrrau,..:nh~Atfl tor thC' t 

··. ~tf.l'-<R~ . JA)tr.:! t•R.\1T 4 C• 
wlll t~ J•r~f1:tr~,ltal all irne• to ftll o. 

I~ ~~ia~~~~~~~t-9CUl:ly •P.d nn ~ 

'l'o . .J:.iii: •• , ... 1:17;:::~;:-i 
,,_.nett. ~'" ""'' t4\t.H_. cltt ~-ru-1 

10:.\li.\WU.\ SALT Cu., fOR • 
4m. l.M<t · tfl ~m'-t'tY''' In f'"•·lhlcU tn 
lnt• to luh r:,rcllll•d•.'"' low ... " ~· 
ahy '" ltl!l. t P.t~t.\'~U: • 3m 'i A 

lt u T A II.\ G A ";\ s tl IV Ill T. f: · 
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· :;:~i~;,·!·~,~~=~••oo• . .,, 
\\'l:U'to~oa.d.. Wb 
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Recollections and Sketches 
of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

Ref. 

* F 
&, 20 

., 58 5 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."- SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHING CO. 

1916 
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fessional and judicial life was without a blemish, and as a citizen he was held in 
the highest esteem. Mr. Poor died in Dubuque in 1903, at the age of eighty-live. 
Upon its occurrence, a meeting of the Dubuque Bar Association was called, and a 
committee appointed to draft appropriate resolutions, consisting of Judge J. B. 
Powers, Judge D. J. Lenehan, and P. ]. Nelson. The resolutions were by the 
Court, ordered to be spread upon its records, and beautiful tributes were paid to 
the deceased by Mr. Graham and several other members of the bar. 

Samuel M. Pollock, I knew more intimately that I knew Judge Poor. Once 
seen, he would hardly be forgotten. He was a pronounced brunette, with hair, 
eyes and brows as black as night. When I knew him he wore his hair somewhat 
long, and with his dark complexion and smoothly shaven face might well have 
passed for an Indian chief of the highest order if he had been attired in appropriate 
toga. In short, he was a man of striking and handsome appearance, medium in 
height and strongly built. He was a relined and educated gentleman, an able 
lawyer, an heroic soldier. 

He was born in Ohio in 1829. His legal as well as his academic education 
was thorough. He came to Dubuque and engaged in the practice in 1855, and 
achieved distinction in his profession in a comparatively short time. In 1859 he 
was elected Judge of the City Court, which had concurrent jurisdiction in civil 
cases with the District Court. He subsequently resigned this position and resumed 
the practice, which he pursued with diligence and success, until the breaking out 
of the rebellion. In I 862 he was commissioned Lieutenant Colonel of the Sixth 
Iowa Cavalry, of which David S. Wilson was Colonel. The regiment was mostly 
engaged on the frontier with the Indians, and Colonel Pollock participated in sev­
eral severe conflicts with the savages. Upon the resignation of Colonel Wilson, 
he was promoted to the Colonelcy of the regiment, and subsequently breveted a 
Brigadier General for gallant services. He served until the close of the war, and 
when his regiment was mustered out of service in 1865, he returned to resume the 
practice in Dubuque. He and J. H. Shields formed a partnership, under the firm 
name of Pollock & Shields, and built up a large and lucrative practice. This part­
nership continued until 1879. He was for a time associated with H. T. McNulty. 
In the nineties he removed to the State of Washington, and settled in Tacoma, 

where he died a few years afterward. 

]ames H. Shields was the son of General John G . Shields, one of the early 
and distinguished settlers of Dubuque, of whom I shall take occasion briefly to 
speak. The grandfather of James H. Shields was James Shields, who was one 
of the earliest settlers of Kentucky, a companion of Daniel Boone, and a partici­
pant in many of the fierce struggles between the whites and Indians, which charac­
terized the early history of the "dark and bloody" ground."' James' father. 

• History of Dubuque, 1880, page 878. 
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john G . Shields, when but six years of age, came with his father's family, slaves 

and household effects to the territory of Missouri, and settled upon a large farm 

near Bowling Green, in Pike County. In the fall of 1828, when he was but seven­

teen years of age, he, with a companion, set out for the Galena Lead Mines, which 

were then becoming famous . The spirit of adventure was now aroused in him. 

At that time the stock and farm products of Missouri found a market on the lower 

Mississippi at New Orleans, and it was the custom for the larger farmers to build 

each year a flat · boat and load it with the accumulated stock and produce of the 

year and float it to the New Orleans market. The nearest neighbors of the Shields 

family in Missouri were the Emersons, the head of wh ich was Edward Emerson, 

who had remo ved there from the Shenandoah Valley , Virginia, about the time the 

Shie ldses did. In 18 30 young John Shields and john H. Emerson started with two 

boats lashed toge ther and loaded with products for the New Orleans market, and 

thus commenced the partnership of Emerson & Shields, afterward long and well 

known in the Dubuque lead region and throughout northern Iowa and the lumber 

regions of Wisconsin and Minnesota . It engaged in a general mercantile business, 

dealing in lumber and pork packing. General Shields and ]esse P . Farley \\'ere 

the pioneers in steamboating, and placed many boa ts on the Mississippi Ri ver. H e 

was one of the most useful men of early Iowa . He was appointed Major General 

of the State Militi a, to resist the Indian raid s. H e served four years in the State 

Senate, when the Dubuque District comprised the thirteen northeastern counties of 

the State. Among his compeers in that body were ] ames M. Love, ] ames W. 

Grimes, William G. Stewart, and Shepherd Leffler. He won the respect and con­

fidence of all who knew him. He died when he had scarcely reached his prime, 
at the age of forty-five, in 185 6. 

His son, James H . Shields, was born in Pike County, Missouri , in 1842. and 

came to Dubuque in infancy wi th his parents. He was highly educated, having 

i·eceived a two years' course in Alfred Universi ty , at Allegany, New York , and 

afterward graduating from Union College, Schenectady, in 1862. The foll owi ng 

year he was admitted to the bar and entered upon the practice, and during the same 

year was elected City Attorney and held that office for two years. Some years 

afterward he was again elected to that office, and held it for three years. In 1867 

he entered into a par tnership with Judge Winslow T. Barker, an association which 

continued until the latte r was elected Circuit ] udge. He was afterward a partner 

with Judge Samuel M. Pollock, as stated in the preceding sketch. After the disso­

lution of this firm, which lasted eight years, he continued in the practice alone. He 

was a close student , a well-read, able lawyer, and as a man and citizen, he en­

joyed the public esteem in a high degree. He served in a number of offices of 

public trus t and in each and all w ith marked efficien cy . In 1882 he w as elected, 

withou t opposition , District Attorney fo.r the Ninth District, composed of the Coun­

ties of Blackhawk, Buchanan, Delaware, Dubuque, Grundy, and served four 
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years in this office. In 1889 he was elected to the State Senate, and served in the 

Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth General Assemblies. He was a Democrat in 

politics, and one of the most influential leaders of his party . In 1892 he was 

chosen a delegate to the l emocratic National Convention at Chicago, and made 

Chairman of the Iowa Dei ~ation. In the same year he was the nominee of his 

party for Congress, but was defeated by Colonel Henderson. In the later years 

of his life he devoted himself largely to business interests. 

M11ron H. Beach commenced practice in Dubuque, in 1856. He was born 

in Seneca County, New York, in 1828. He was highly educated, a graduate of 

Hamilton College. Soon after his arrival in Dubuque he entered into partnership 

with Lincoln Clark, whose term as Representative in Congress had recently expired. 

When Judge Clark removed to Chicago, George Grey- a Scotchman, and a writer 

on the Signal of Edinburg- was admitted to the firm , and subsequently L. C. Hurd 

became his partner. During the seventies Mr. Beach removed to Chicago and en­

joyed a lucrative practice, and became a recognized authority on Insurance Law. 

In the winter of I 91 0 he suffered a severe attack of illness. He did not afterward 

return to the practice, and I am told by William Graham that he is now (May, 
191 3) living with his son at San Antonio, Texas, and though in his eighty-fifth 

year , is alert and sound of mind, but feeble in body. His Alma Mater conferred 

on him the degree of Doctor of Laws some years ago. He was a soldier during 

the war and was commissioned Lieutenant of Company A, Forty-fourth Iowa 

Infantry. He served for a number of years as a member of the Board of Educa­

tion of Dubuque. 

] ohn D. ] ennings was one of the young lawyers attracted to Dubuque in the 

"Fifties." Among his compeers were John S. Coval, William C. Friend, Fred 

Gottschalk, Henry S . Jennings and Henry S. Munson. Covel was for a time 

associated with General John Hodgson, but died in the early "Sixties." Friend 

and Henry S. Jennings (who I think was a brother of ] ohn D.) came from Pitts­

burg, and were for a time partners-first in the firm of Wiltse, Friend & Jennings, 

and after that in the frrm of Vandever, Friend & Jennings. When Vandever went 

into the army, Friend returned to Pittsburg, and practiced law there until his death, 

while Jennings, after a brief partnership with Eugene Cowles, who came from 

Jackson County, also returned to Pennsylvania. Munson removed to Chicago about 

the time of the commencement of the Civil \Var, where he secured a lucrative prac­

tice. Fred Gottschalk was a German, and commanded the frrst company of Iowa 

troops that went to the front- a company almost exclusively of Germans. After 

the war he removed to St. Louis and engaged in practice there. 

John D. Jennings , of whom I come now to speak further, figured largely, as 

well as usefully, in the early history of the State. He was born in Pittsburg, Penn­

sylvania, in 1824, and came to Dubuque in !85 1, and entned upon the practice 

1 , i 
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owes much of its stability and high standing to the fi111e executi,·e ability 
and unquest ioned integrity of ~laj or Sherman. In 1866, ~lajor Sherman 
was a member of the House of the Elen·nth General .\,;srmbl~· where be 
was chairman of the committee on railroads aud a n wmlH•r nf the com­
mittee of ways a nd means. In 1886 he was one of the founders of the 
Pioneer Lawmakers ' Association and hu~ always be,·n one of its most 
influential members , sening as presidPnt and loug a m <emlwr of the execu­
tive committee. He has contributed Yaluable histodea l article;; to the 
Amwls of lou-a on "Early Banking in I o\Ya," and on the ·· State Bank of 
Iowa." For many years he was the executive oilkea· of the Associated 
Charitie~ of Des llfoines. 

SOH:\' C. SHERWI:\1' was born at Berlin. Erie Co1mty, Ohio, February 
6, 1851. His e~uly education was acquired in tbe pubaic schoo ls and later 
be attended Ripon and Beloit colleges in Wiscomin. Aft0r leaving college 
he entered the :'lfadison Law School from which he graduated in 1875. 
He removed to :Mason City, Iowa. in 18713, where h€ entered upon the 
practice of his profession. He was mayor of that city in 1884-5, and the 
latter year was elected District Attorney of the Twelft h Judicial District_ 
In September, 1888, he \\·as appointed by the Governor to fill a vacancy aa 
judge of the District Court and was continuously r eio'-l ected. serving ~ntil 
1900 when he became a judge of the Supreme Court, having been elected 
on the Republican ticket_ 

J.UJES H. SHIELDS was born near Bowling G n en, :Missouri, May 
8, 184:2, and soon after his parents removed to Dubuque, Iowa, where his 
early education was ac-quired. lie was sent to Union College, New York, 
where he graduated in the class of l 862. Returning t o Dubuque he studied 
law, was admitted to the bar and followed that profe:ssion for thirty-nine 
years. He was elected on the Democratic ticket District Attorney for the 
Ninth Judicial District in 1883, serving four years_ In 1889 he was 
elected to the State Senate, serving in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
General Assemblies_ He was a delegate at large a •1d chairman of the 
Iowa delegation to the Democratic National Convention at Chicago in 1892. 
He has been for some time president of the Dubuque llusiness Men's League, 
an organization composed of jobbers, manufacturers, real estate owners and 

capitalists of Dubuque. 

JOHN G. SHIELDS was born on the 22d of M a y, 1811, in Grayson 
County, Kentucky. He was one of the earliest settlers in the "Black 
Hawk Purchase," long before it was organized into Iowa Territory. In 
1835 he went to the Dubuque lead mines and establish-ed a store which for 
more than twenty years furnished goods for the early s-ettlers in the lumber 
regions of ·wisconsin and Minnesota. He was several terms alderman of 
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1850 United States Federal Census 

Name: John G Shields 

Age: 39 

Estimated birth abt 1811 

year: 

Hirth Place: Kentucky 

Gender: Male 

Home in 1850 District 7, Dubuque, Iowa 
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Family Number: 1694 
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Page: uoB: Image: 618. 
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UT, l!SA.: Anct'~iry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. Images reproduced by 
FamilySe<Jrch. 
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Archives, \<Vashington. D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an indt>x to individuals enumerated in the 1850 United Slatf:'s 1-'\'deral Census, 
thP SPventh Ct>nsus of the United Statt's. Census takers recorded many details including each 
per~on·s name, agt:> as oft he C'ensus day. sex. color; birthplart'. occupation of males ovt'r age 
fiftN'n. and more. No relationships wen' shown between members of a hmtst>hold. Additionally. 
thE' names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images oft he 1850 
Ft>dt>ral Census. Learn more ... 
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_:;, 1997-20 10 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: John G Shields 

Birth Year: abt 1812 

Birth Place: Kentucky 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Widowed 

Census Date: 1856 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Dubuque 

Locality: Julien 

Roll: IA---54 

Line: 17 

Family Number: 1897 

Neighbors: View others on_ page 

Household Name Age 
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Source Information: 

Johl) G shields 

Ellear Shi~lds 

Charles T Shields 

James H Shiel_ds 

Ellen V Shields 

.\ncestr:v.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 18;36-1925ldatabasr on-line]. Provo, t;T. US.-\: 
Anct'stry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original d::.ta: ~Iicrofilm of Iowa Stab"' Ct>nsus<:'s. 1856. t88s. 1895. 1905, t9ts . 192.5 as wdl 
\·arious special Ct>nsuses. from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of Iowa \i<l 

Ht'ritagt' Quest. 

Description: 

44 

40 

17 

15 

14 

This data bast> contains Iowa state ct•ns.uses for the following yt•ars: 1856, t88s. 1895. 1905. 1915. 
and 1925. Il also includes somt> ht"ad of household censust"s and other spt'cial censtJSl':i from 
1836-1897- Information a\·ailable for an indi\·idual \.\111 Vdf)' according to the census yt.>ar and th(' 
information requested on the <'f'nsus form. Some of the information contained in this rlat<~ba!)t' 
though ineludes: name. age. grnder, ract>. Lirthplacc. marital status, and place of enunwr.Hion. 
Learn more ... 
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