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(~ 262 DES MOINES COUNTY. -.. ~~ 
one years of age. atul in the year 1851, emijZl'Sted 
to America, making his home in St. Louis. On the 
5th of September, 1861, in that city, he was united 
in marriage with 1\Iiss Loui~ Reiswick, who was 
born in Schleswig-Holstein, and came to America, 
Jan. 12. 1860. They ha \"e· been the p.'lrents of 
twelve chilrlren, eight of whom are living: Emma. 
born June 21. 1862; William married Lizzie Heln
rlabl, and resides in this city; Ros.'l, born in 1867; 
Oscar. ,Jan. 5. I S68; Blnnl•he, :March 13, 1869; 
Jennie. Jan. 4. 1 Hi I : Arthur. l<'eh .. 4, 187 4; and 
Peter, Dec. 11, 1878. Mr. and Mrs. Nees are mem
bers of the Lutheran Church. In politics he is an 
Independent. 

J-·j I<~DEDIAH BENNETT, senior partner of the 

I firm of Bennett & Frantz, carriage manufac
turers of Burlington, Io\\·a, was bom in what 

~ 1 is now Lawrenceburg, Dearborn Co., Ind· 
"=' 

He was reared in Union County. in that State, where 
he lenrned the carriage-making trade. As soon as 
his term of apprenticeship was completed, he came 
to Btll"lington, Iowa, nrriving in the city in the 
sp1·ing of 1842. He is a pioneer carriage manufac
turer of Des Moines County. He worked one year 
as a journeyman in a carriage shop. and then opened 
a shop in company with a Mr. Storlrlard, under the 
firm name of Stoddard & Bennett. One year later 
the partnership was dissolved, and 1\lr. Bennett en
gagerl in business alone, opening a carriage shop 
on the northwest corner of Main and Washington 
st1·eets. 

Mr Bennett was married in August of the same 
year (1844), to Miss Sarah J. Richardson, daughter 
of Joshua R. Richardson. 1\frs. Bennett is a native 
of Logan County; Ohio. Four chilrlren were.born 
of their union, only one of whom lived to maturity, 
a son, Ed win A., who was killed by the cars, in 
Iowa, in March, 1875. 

When Mr. Bennett began tbe caniage business at 
Burlington, be started with limited means,. his prin
cipal capital being his skill as a mechanic. During 
the early years of his business career he bad three 
competitors, but when the cholera of 1861 uroke 
out in Bul"lington, all three were victims of the 

-· 
scourge, while he alone escaped. His works were 
enlargen 1\S his trarle developed, he remaining at· 
his old stanrl for twelve years, when he removed tc); 
the site of his present factory, and in 1864 John.: 
Frantz became a partner. as before stated.· 

1\Ir. Bennett: is a Republican in politics and of: 
strong prohibition sentiments. He and his wife are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Bennett has now been a resident of Burlington for 
forty-six years. nearly half a century. He is widely 
known, both in the city and surrounding country, 
as a barrl-working, industrious, sober and moral 
man, upright anrl honorable in his dealings and of 
unquestioned integrity. He bas built up an hnpor
tant and industry from small beginnings, and has' 

. _aided mRterially in the improve.ment and develOJ>-
ment of tb.e city. · 

-on. sect~~: ~~;:'!~!!~~~n ~~;:;:s~~;~d:,Z:~. r born in Des l\loines County, Iowa, Aug 28, 
1850, and is the second son of A. J. and Jane {West.
faiJ) Smith. The father was horn in Virginia, and 
his parents were early settlers in Hancock County, 
Ind. When he was a young man he became a resi
dent- of Des Moines County, Iowa, when it was yet 
a Territory. He made the journey fr.om Indiana to 

this county with an ox-team, anrl harl only $65 in 
money. with which he purchased fifty acres of land. 
He adcled to this until he owned 2.000 aet·es of fine 
land, which he divided, giving each of his children 
a farm. l\Ir. Smith was a member ol the Boarrl of 
County Com1nissioners. and he and his wife arc still 
residing in Pleasant Grove To,vnship, where they 
are highly esteemed as citizens. 

· 0~ the 24th of December, 187 4, our subject was 
united in marriage with l\liss Caroline Beck, of 
Pleasar.t Grove Township, who is a daughter of 
Conrad Beck, a large land- owner. Three children 
have been born of their union, two of whom are 
living-William G. an1l Justice C. Webste1· di~d 
at the age of tw_o and one..-balf years. The first land 
which 1\lr. Smith purchased consisted of an eighty- I 
acre tract on section 28, in W nsbington Township, . 
which comprises part of ~is present farm, although ; ) 

~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

I 

~ 
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be has added to it until he now has 400 acres in 
Washington Township, and about 100 acres in 
pJeasnnt Grove Township. His home is one of the 

1005t pleasantly situated in the county, and every
. tbing npon his lanrl shows him to be a thrifty. sys
tematic and energetic farmer. He has recently had 
n new b:u-n ereeted at n cost of about $2.000, and 
his cnttle nnd h'orses are all thoroughbred nnd high 
gr·nrle. t'inct! he was fifteen years old Mr. Smith 
bas bought and shipped stock. in which he has been 
quite snecessful, and now makes a specialty of the 
PuliPrl Angus cattle. He is a member of the Town
ship Boarrl. having held that office for five years, 
nnd is active in mnking out the township and 
county tickets. Politically. he is a supporter of tile 
Democrntic party, ancl has been n Mason since his 
twenty-first year. Mrs. Smith is a member of the 
Cumberlnnd Pr·esbyt.erian Church. 

JOHN BER~ARD, of Bernard Bros. & Mer
cer, wholesale and retail dealers in marble, 
was born in Burlington. Iowa, May 20, 1852, 
:mel is a son of Cornelius and Sarah (Root) 

.Bernard. He received a common-school erlucation. 
and remained upon the f:mn until he attained 'his 
majority. For several years he taught school in 
_the winter, working upon the farm the rluring ·sum
mer. and in April, 1 ts78, was united in marriage. 
:in Des Moines County, with· Miss 1\Iar.v Crites, a 
'daughter of B. F. Crite.s. Mrs. Bernarci was born 
in Benton Township, Des Moines County. Three 
children were borl! of their marriage, two daughters 
ann R. son: Josephiue, the eldest, died at the age of 
four years; Olive is seven years of age and Frank 
four. For two years after his marl'iage Mr. Ber
nard was engaged in farming, but in 1880 entered 
the service of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & 
Northern Railr·oad Company, continuing in their 
employ for three years. He then took a course at 
Elliott's BusinP.ss College. and this being completed 
:he enter·ec:l the employ of Donahue. McCosh & Co., 
as its book-keeper, in October, 1883. Mr. Bernard 
held that position until the formation of the present 
firm and their purchnse of the stock and outfit o[ 
Donahue, McCosh & Co. Mr. Bernard is a Demo- 1 

.... 

crat in politics, and has made his home in Burling
ton since leaving the farm in 1H80. He is regarded 
as a young business man of strict integrity, pos
sessed of those qualities which command success . 

EVAN F. EVANS, contcacto' and build" of 
)fr!i Burlington, Iowa, was born in Montgomery
~ shire, Wales. Sept. 12, 1837. His pat·ents are 
Evan and Mary (Br·ees) Evans. both of whom s.re 
also natives of Wales. They are still residing in 
that country, and three other members of the fnm
ily are yet living: .John, residing in Liverpool, Eng
land; Jane and Elizahetb, both resic'lents of their 
native couutry. Mr. Evans, Sr, is n carpenter by 
tracie, anrl as soon as on r su bjPct was large enough 
to handle the tools, l!e was set to work to learn the 
business, and, having talent in that c'lir·ection, in a 
little time beeame a first-class workmlln. Growing 
to manhood, in 1866 he wa.s united in marriR.ge 
with Miss Catherine Richards, anci two yeat·s later 
the young couple emigrated to America, locating 
in Iowa, wher·e the husband soon found employ
ment. In 1873, he took up his resi<lence in Bur
lington, working as a journeyman for a few years, 
and then commenced contt-acting, erecting some of 
the substantial buildings of the city, among which 
are the Presbyterian Church, the Postoffice Build
ing, together with the residenc:es of Messt·s. Critten
den, :McArthur and R. M. Green. 

Mr. and Mrs. Evans are the parents of five living 
children-Daniel R., Thomas W., Nellie, Mlly and 
Frances. They arc people highly respected in the 
community where they reside, R.nd are members of 
the Congt·egational Church. Politically, Mr. Evans 
is a Republican. 

.. b EWIS B. SEEDS, re;iding on "ction 31, 
:?" Yellow Spring Township, Des Moines Coun
~ ty, Iowa, was born in Pickaway County, 
Ohio, Sept. 7, 1848, and is a son of Harvey and 
Mary Ann (Hatten) ~eeds, a sketch of whom 
nppears elsewhere in this wor·k. Our subject came 
to this county in 1852 with his parents, who settled ~ 
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advantages as the country school and public school at Vall, Iowa; afforded. 
In the fall of 1882 he entered Drake University, where he graduated in the 
classical course in 1886. During the year following his graduation he taught 
school in the south suburb of Des Moines and read law with Judge C.· C. 
Nourse. After a preliminary reading of fourteen months he entered the senior 
law class of the State University of Iowa and graduated therefrom in June, -
1888. In June, 1900, Drake University conferred upon him the degree of 
Doctor of Laws. He began the practice of law at Council Bluffs In the month 
of October, 1888, and has followed his profession since that time. Elected 
County Attorney of Pottawattamie county In 1894. Re-elected in 1896. In 
the month of June, 1901, he was elected a director of the Modern Woodmen 
of America and held that position for four years. Was appointed an aid on 
the staff of General Drake February 1, 1895, and two years later he was 
appointed Judge Advocate General of the Iowa National Guard by Governor 
Shaw and reappointed to the same position by Governor Cummins. Elected 
Senator in 1902 from- the Pottawattamie District to fill the vacancy created 
by the resignation of Hon. A. S. Hazelton. Re-elected in 1903 and served in 
the sessions of the Thirtieth, Thirty-first and Thirty-second General Assemblies. 
A Republican in politics. 

• 
WILLIAM B. SEELEY, 

Senator from the Tenth Senatorial District, composed of the counties of Henry 
and Washington, was born March 4, 1862, on the farm near Primrose, Lee 
county, Iowa, where his parents, Eli and Martha B. S:'eeley, first settled In 
the early forties. His father is a native of Connecticut and his mother of 
Indiana. He acquired his education in the village school at Primrose, a course 
in a business college at Burlington and graduated from the Law Department 
of the State University at Iowa City with the class of 1886. On March 4, 
1890, he married Miss Elizabeth Ketcham, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Ketcham of Bonaparte. In 1900 Mr. Seeley and his family moved to Mount 
Pleasant, since which time he has been identified with many enterprises for 
the public good of his home city and southeastern Iowa. He constructed and 
equipped the Young Men's Christian Association building at Mount Pleasant 
as a memorial to a deceased brother. He is closely identified with the bank
ing Interests in Lee, Van Buren and Henry counties and is a member of the 
Board of Education at Mount Pleasant, where he holds many other positions 
of public trust. He Is the owner of Springdale Stock Farm, adjoining his 
home town, and greatly interested in advanced methods of agriculture, being 
one of the promoters of the Southeastern Iowa Short Course Inaugurated at 
Mount Pleasant December 17-22, 1906. Elected Senator at the general elec
tion in 1906. A Republican In politics. 

Senator from the Ninth District, composed of Des Moines county, was born 
of New England parentage near the village of Pleasant Grove in above
named county, on the twenty-eighth day of August, 1850. Was educated In 
the rural schools of the county, finished with a course in Denmark Academy 
of Lee county, Iowa. Has been for years actively engaged in farming, raising, 
feeding and shipping stock, also the buying, storing and shipping of grain. 
Is president of the Des Moines County Mutual Fire Insurance Association and 
has also been engaged in banking for the past twelve years. Has served as 
school treasurer and township trustee. Was elected Representative In 1899, 
serving through the Twenty-eighth General Assembly. Elected Senator In 
1901 and re-elected In 1906, serving through the Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, Thirty
first, and Thirty-second General Assemblies. A Democrat in politics. 
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Family Group Record FarnilySearch ™ Ancestral File v4.19 

Husband's Name 
Frederick N SMITH (AFN: 11 MF-F6B) 

Born: 28 Aug 1850 
Died: 29 Dec 1939 

Buried: 
Married: 24 Dec 1874 

Place: Pleasant Grove, Des Moines, Iowa 
Place:, Des Moines, Iowa 
Place: Shinar Presb Cern, Des Moines, Iowa 
Place: , Des Moines, Iowa 

Father: And[e\IVJ SMITH (AFN:1XQJ-8S) 
Mother: JaneWESTFALl. (AFN:BJ91-ZH) 

Wife's Name 
Caroline E3ECK (AFN: 11 MF-F7 J) 

Born: 18 Aug 1849 
Died: 2 Jun 1919 

Buried: 
Married: 24 Dec 187 4 

Father: 
Mother: 

Children 

1. Sex Name 

Place: , , Iowa 
Place: , Des Moines, Iowa 
Place: Shinar Presb Cern, Des Moines, Iowa 
Place: , Des Moines, Iowa 

M Justus CSM_IH-1 (AFN: 11 MF-KJ3) 

Born: Abt 1885 Place: , , Iowa 

2. Sex Name 
M WebsterSM_ITH (AFN: 11 MF-KGN) 

Born: 16 Feb 1883 Place:, Des Moines, Iowa 
Died: 8 Jan 1886 Place: , Des Moines, Iowa 

3. Sex Name 
M VVilliamBSMITH (AFN:11L8-W1W) 

Born: 12 Nov 1875 
Died: 26 Feb 1932 

Buried: 

4. Sex Name 

Place: , Desrnoines, Iowa 
Place: , Des Moines, Iowa 
Place: Shinar Presb Cern, Des Moines, Iowa 

M Burrell DSMITI-I (AFN:11MF-KHV) 

Born: Dec 1890 Place:,, Iowa 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Family 
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Pedigree 

Pedigree 

Pedigree 
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AF Pedigree View Page 

Pedigree Chart 

AI""! drew_~ SMITH 
B: 28Dec1817 

2 
, Rush, In 

D: 18 Dec 1902 
, Des Moines, Iowa 

M: 18 Apr 1847 
, Des Moines, Iowa 

Frederi~I<.N SMITI-I 
B: 28 Aug 1850 

Pleasant Grove, Des Moines, Iowa 
D: 29 Dec 1939 

, Des Moines, Iowa 
M: 24 Dec 1874 

, Des Moines, Iowa 

FamilY 
C:<Jn.>line (JE_C:K 
8: 18 Aug 1849 

, , Iowa 
D: 2 Jun 1919 

, Des Moines, Iowa 

Family 

J~11e Wi;S""[fAll 

2 B: 20 Jun 1829 
, , New York 

D: 10 Jul1897 
Pleasant Grove, Des Moines, Iowa 

...± 

1---

D<Jni~l SMITH 
B: 9 Feb 1783 

Washington Co, Vi 
D: 29 Dec 1848 

Rush Co., In 
M: 21 Jan 1804 

, , Virginia 

Family 

~~~bel GJlSOf\1 
B: 18 Jul1783 

5 , Nc 

~ 

1---

J_ 

D: 15 Aug 1864 
Rush Co., In 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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RobertSMHH 
8 B: 23 Apr 1755 

-

~ 

10 

$ 

-

fl. 

,!! 

1---

~ 

Usa 
D: 23 Oct 1841 

In 
M: 1782 

, Washington, Va 

Family 

Jane lil;llfi)ERSON 
B: Abt 1762 

Usa 
D: Bef 5 1829 Oct 

Va 

William GILSQN 
B: Abt 1760 

Washmgton, V1rg1ma 
D: 

Rushville, In 
M: 1782 

, Washington, Va 

Famil 
Polly: MCBRI.JNE 
B: 1765 

Washington, Virginia 
D: 

Rushville, In 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<i:)J ancestry, corn 
) You searched for Fred N. Smith in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2016 Ancestry.com 

0 

1900 United States Federal Census 

Home iu 1900: Burlington, Des Moines, Iowa 

Age: 49 

Birth Date: Aug 1850 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 

Head of House: 

Father's Indiana 

Birthplace: 

Mother's Indiana 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Caroline 

Marriage Year: 1875 

Marital Status: 

Years Married: 

Occupation: 

Neighbors: 

Household 

Members: 

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Burlington, Des Moines; Iowa; Roll 
Tti23_429; Page: +4; Enumeration District: 7· 

Ancestly.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004-

Original data: United States of America, Bureau oft he Census. Twelfth Census of the United 
States; 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 
rolls. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States Federal Census, 
the 1We1fth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded many details including each 
person's name, address, relationship to the head of household, color or race. sex, month and year 
of birth~ age at last birthday, marital status, number of years married, the tota1 number of 
children born of the mother, the number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father 
and mother, if the individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years 
in the United States~ the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one, 
occupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual imag~s of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Tenns and Conditions 

' 
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You searched for Fred N. Smith in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Sou!'cC Information: 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRNAOf POLICY Tenns and Conditions 

Age 

66 

Ancestry .com 

Page 1 of 1 
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1920 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<Bf ancestry, con! 

You searched for Fred N. Smith iu Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1920 United States Federal Census 

Name: Fred N Smith 

Home in 1920: Burlington Ward 2, Des Moines, Iowa 

Age: 68 

Estimated birth abt 1852 

year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 

ofHouse: [Head] 

Father's Birth Virginia 

Place: 

Mother's Birth New York 

Place: 

Marital Status: Widowed 
[Widow] 

Race: White 

Sex: Male 

Home owned: Own 

Able to read: Yes 

Able to Write: Yes 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 

Members: 

Source Citation: Year: 1920;Census Place: Burlington Ward 2~ Des Moines, Iowa; Roll 
T62!L48T. Page: 1oA; Enumeration District: s; Image: 675. 

Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT~ USA: Ancestry-.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by 
FamilySearch. 

Original data: Fourteenth Census ofthe United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625, 
2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census~ Record Group 29. National Archives. 
Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web 
page: NARft. Note: Enumeration Districts 819-839 are on rol1323 (Chicago City). 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States Federal Census, 
the Fourteenth Census of the United States. It includes all states and territories, as weH as 
Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rk'O, American Samoa, Guam, and the 
Panama Canal Zone. The census provides many details about individuals and families including: 
name, gender, age, birthplace, year of immigration, mother tongue, and parents' birthplaces. In 
addition. the names of those IL.,-ted on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 
1920 Fede-ral Census. Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate lnfonnation PRJVK:Y POUCY Tenns and Conditions 
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Frederick N. Smith (1850- 1939)- Find A Grave Memorial 

I=JNP A CRAVE 

• Actions 
5eg.Lo!'lew~Sear~h 

R.~.e.J.as.t.Se~rc!J 

Cltr:nete.ry ~lookup 

AQ.<l.f\uril!L~t"'.;:9~nts 

l:il@_wjl!Lfi!ld A. Grave 

Find all Smiths in: 

• £hlm~r Cumberland 
~esll.l!terilln 

• Pleasant Grove (Pes 
M9.loes .C!~unM 

• 0!15J!lollles County 

• l!tW.!! 

• .BrntA Gr<~ve 
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