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VOLUME XX.XIII. 

· ~~~~==~==~~==~~~~==~~~~~==~ 
: B. F. ROBINSON DIES 4 

H CLUBD~~L:~ ~~iiRVII 
The Emmet county girls 4 H. , 

.. AFTER SHORT ILLNESS rally day will' be held Friday, J 
f'- 11, at EstherVille. The girls 

leaders will meet and register 
B. F. Robinson passed away at his tween 10 and :11 o'clock at the M 

home i~ this city · on Wednesday af- odist church. 
ternoon after an illness of a couple At 12 o'clock the girls will m 

~ . cf ·days. He had been in · good health to th city park ·where ·there wil f.> . . . ffl~ t:......l 
. until Monday when be was a lC t:U a picnic dinner for all. . 

with erysipelas ··on one of his hands At 1:30 o'clock the following 
- which very quickly · · turned into a gr~ will be given at the • Meth< 

Poisonous . condition and spre~d h h c urc : . 
(; .• .. rapidly through his . .system and he · Greeting-· County chairman, 

pas&ed away shortly after 3 o'clock. George Robb. 
This • came ··as a shock to his fam- · . Talk by county agent. 

ily and to the people of . the com- Address . on girls club work-
munity. Mr. Robinson had . alw~ys Gertrude Owens, of Ames, Ia: 

:~~ been in the best of health · and was Pageant, ''S:Pirit of . Club · W< 
.. . at his desk faithfully every day look- by 4 H. :club girls of the county. · 

ing aiter the interests . of the First Everyone interested in the ·we: 
National bank. . . . of rural girls is invited to come 

He. was well known in this com- make it a big day for 4 H club '\' 
' · ... mrmity and in the · county having 

· been prominent in · financial and po- ST. MARY'S CHURCH 
· litieal circles of the county since he On Sundays Mass will be · ofj 

engaged in the banking business in up at 7 ana 9:30 · a. m. . Ev£ 
the early history of Armstrong. services at 8 o'clock. Mass . on ' 

·,· . . He leaves a wife, a son, :J!red S.; da~ at 7:30 a. m. Everybody 
~· - ~).:,.Jthree daughters, Mrs. Grace Slessor, come. 

Mrs. F. W. Ruef and Miss · Clara 
Robinson. 

Funeral services will · be · held at 
the home .at 2:36 Friday afternoon. 

·\ 

Allen Spencer, Cedar county f 
er and a member of the West Br 
Cow Testing association, has f 
that it may. be the kind of co" 

TO, THE VOTERS 'well as the number that will d 
I take this means of thanking the I mine profits. Two years ago he 

voters -of Emmet county for the milking 17 common cpws of n 
.>V'. splendid .support given me at the breeding: . He wasn't '-satisfied 

primacy election last Monday. If the profits so he exchanged then 
elected to the office ,of county auditor 10 .Jerseys. · This year . he is ge~ 

- ..... 
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·: ·:·dMAN .. LAI0-TO-REST 1 
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< 

. (j ' 
. B. F. Robinson, a pi'oneer oi :.t\rm- · 

. '', . strong passed away at . his home 
Wedn~sday _afternoon, ··June . 9, 1!)26' 

. followmg an illness · of . three days. 
~- Sirice his usu)!I good health h~d per­

. mitted .hirri to attend actively to · busi­
l1ess . duties, his death : came as a 

. ·. \ great shock. to his :family and friends 
· and to the community where he has 

\ · lived so . .long. ·, · · 
· Mr. Robinson was born January 

21, i849, in ~~~:;ton, Conn. · He was 
orphaned whe·ii a small boy but lived 

.. . in Con}:lecticut · with a sister tiil . he 
)~:was 15 years 'of age, when he came 

to Lee Center, Ill. He attended an 
academy at that, place' ' arid . met 
Eli77abeth · Barnes, who became his 

. wife in 1869, just a year after ·he 
• '(first ·came to. ·Iowa and ·. purchased a 

prairie farm !lear · Conrad, in Grundy 
.. county. · Both Mr. and Mrs; · Robin­
son taught scho.ol 'during the first 
years of their married life. · M~s. 

e; .. Robinson had ~he "home" school and 
Mr. ·Robinson rode horseback to . his 

. Pl,lPils , six miles away. . 
Except ·for six year~, when· Mr. 

Ro?inson served ils ·. county recorder 
i\io.f Gr~ndy county and 'the ~Y 

hved m Grund;r . Center, they lived 
on this same farm; developed it, and 

· ·· .watched it change in character and 
val.ue until, 1892. ·· Then Mr . . Robin~ 

., 

.( son came to,. Emmet county. The 
:town of Armstrong was just . being .His 'i~~erest i~ hmd' along wit~ his 1 F. 0 R M.E· I 
planned and the railroad had not yet banking interests occupied his mind 1. .· 
come. · Mater~als . were _hauled. from _and heart' unt~l within three days ·. of j · 

: Bancroft for the bank building wHich his death. His . faith in northern DIES 
~.housed . the "Armstrong Bank," later Iowa real estate never . tJhvered in - . 
· known · as the · First National, or- the·' past war depression. His opti-

ganized by Mr. Robinson and his as- mism, filr~sightedness, keen and fair Mrs. · F . . 
sociates. · · During the fi~st months busi~ess judgment, will :rrever be of ArmstrOi 
here, he and other pioneers walked forgotten in this comrimnity. pa~sed awa: 

pto what is known as the Conlirtf~rm He /was . the . survivi~g member of ville Wedn( 
_ ___ ... - ~ .._ _ . -· ,. . , ~ • • . , · ,. . . . , Jtt. fi · ~() o'" 
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'f' ' .Ao 4A,~V . "'~.a,. a ,.;. \,IU ' · . .r.. v _·,·ya c.%"'-'"" ' .t' ""' "' " • ~.,. t.J ""'.""' "• t 
· prairie farm ~ear Conrad, in Grundy 

:. :· ·county. . Both . Mr. and Mrs~ R~bin­
. .. son . taught school ' 'dur ing the fir.st 

years . of ·their married life. · Mrs. 
e· .. Robinson ha<i . the "home" school and 

. · Mr. ·· Robinson rode horseback to his 
. p~pils . six miles away. • . . 

/ Except for six years, . when Mr. 
Robinson served as · county recorder 

._,~.f · Grundy county and ·,the ·~ry 
lived in Gru.nd;,r . Center, they lived 
on this same farm~ developed it, and 
watched it change in character and 
value until 1892. ·· Then Mr .. Robin-. ' 

.(SOli came to, .. Emmet ·county. The . ! . / • . • 

:town of Armstrong was: just being His i~~erestin land along wit~ his I FOR' M 
planned and the railroad had not yet banking interests occupied his mind I . 

. come. Mater~als . were ·. hauled .. from and heart· unt~l within th~ee ·days . of 1 

. Bancroft for the bank building ·wliich his death. His faith in northern · 
~..housed the "Armstrong Bank," later Iowa 'real estate never thvered in -
· known · as the · First · .. National, or- .the·' past war depression. His opti..; 

DIE: 
ganized by . Mr. Robinson and· his as- mism, far~sightedness, keen and fair Mrs. · l 
sociates. · · During the fi~st. months busip.ess judgment, will never be of Arms 
here, he . and other pioneers walked forgo~ten in · this comrimnity. . . pa~sed a 

r>to what is known as the Conlhtf~rm He /was the. ·surviving member of ville W € 

. west of ~own for meals : and lodging. his family, two · brothers and a sister at 5 :SO 
· · · ,. · · . Mrs. ·J· 

· · Mr. Robinson was always intensely. havin_ g .. preceded , him. One brother 
to her b interested in the development of the lived in Iowa; his sons, H. A. Robin-

. ing a pr 
. ·town, the county, and in fact, all of son of Colorado Springs, ~. A . .. Rob-

nurses 
everyte,iJ 
lieve he1 
life but 

. ( );his section of the · state. · He was jnson · of . this ~ city, his gra11:dson 
interested in good schools and. was a Wayne Robinson, and · son-in-law 
member of the first school board in Wm. · McClelland of Marshalltown, 
1894 and aga. in whe~ ·the present l wer.e in attendance · at their uncle's 

hu and waf: 
consolidated system was arranged. rial. · _ tion . mo: 

¥ Jle w.as liberal and progressive in Member.s , of Mr. 'Robinson's im-
¥ son, Rol 

__. · matters pertaining to. religion, at the mediate family who survive him .are with hif 
time . of his death befug .identified his wife 'and children: Mrs. Grace · dm~gl 
with · the· Presbyterian ·church, also Slessor and. Miss Clara Robinson, of Funer: 
the Masonic fraternity. He held civic Cedar Rap1ds, Ia.; Fred, o! A. rm- th h 

· , - · e om 
t )ffices from time to time, and from_ strong;- Mrs. F. W. Ruef, of Maple ·t · · . . . ernoon 
1901 to 1906,: served his district as Hill, Ia.; and two grandchildren, be in th 
representative in our state · legisla- Benjamin and Elizabeth Ruef. . Two 

. · ~:-~ure. In this capacity -he . fabored children, Wilbert L., and an infant CHLORJ 
. for drainage and good roads legisla- daughter are deceased. . . ROAJ 
~i~~' which he felt was ,so P.ecessary _ .. The ·f~neral was held at the fam-! .. 
to \\the f.uture development · of this ily home Friday . afterpoon with I Splrlt 

· f I · .. ~· ' has no" part .o owa. . . burial in Armstrong Grove cemetery.! . 
· · · · ·cation o 

The · hard maple trees around . the r For the thoughtfulness and hel ' , · · 
school house block and the ones near of friends · and for the many . _very. ~:;ee~i 
~is home are an· evidence of a hobby beautiful fl6wers, the .· family wish 

. tion in of many years standing. to express thei~ gratitude. 
third on 
These th . . 

. · . · . . J ' , . . • . . . 

. If \trtt ill it Jill\ . JJHt ill it iltit hili tiitt hilt filii hill filii Jlllt Jun hilt nut Jlitt IIIli Hili Jiitt · nrtt ttl If hilt ttll~ filii ~ 1 
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in Cedar count\·, on the old farm. His 
mother, Sarah ·Jane Tuttle Rodgers. was 
born in Ohio, ancl died ''"hen the subject of 
this sketch was hut two years old. leaving 
young .\lonzo at a tender age without the 
care oi a mother. 

\\'hen Alonzo E. was fifteen yeats of age, 
he was sent a\\·ay to school, entering Len­
ox College at Hopkinton. Iowa. from ,,·h!ch 
instituti on he graduated in r8;8. .\fter his 
collegiate course \\'as finished. foll o\\· ing the 
bent of his mind and his apparent endow­
ments. he began the study of medicine, en­
terin g the offi ce of Dr. H. H. :\Iay nard of 
Tipton. Iowa, fo r that purpose. Having 
devoted nearly a year to study in thi s way 
he entered Ru sh Medical College of Chi­
cago, in 1879. and graduated therefrom on 
February 22, I88r. After finishing his 
medical course he \\·ent to El Paso, Texas, 
in April, r 88 r, and located in practice. He 
was engaged in practice there for more than 
three years; during that time he was city 
phys ician ancl health officer of El Paso, 
Texas, from November, r882, to August, 
1884. At this time he decided to return to 
Iowa, which he did immed iately, locating in 
Stratford. Iowa, where l:e practiced medi­
cine till May, I 898. 

He is now at Tipton, amidst the scenes 
and surroundings of his boyhood days, 
where he has permanently located, after a 
ripe experience of eighteen years, to devote 
the most useful and valuable part of his life 
to his profession, in the vicinity of his old 
home. He belongs to the .Central Iowa 
i\'ledical Society. He is a democrat, and 
cast his first vote for Samuel J Tilden. He 
is a member of \V. T. Sherman No. 288, K. 
of P . Lodge, was Chancellor Commander 
of same for three years , and represented it at 
Grand Lodge in 1897. In religion, he is a 
Presbyterian in belief. He \Yas married in 
El Paso, Texas, l\l arch 13th. , .;s."!-. to Ann 
Jane Smith, nee Secldens, w1dow. 

:\o children \\·ere hnrn to them. although 
they have raised 1\Irs. Rodgers' daughter, 
).lay Smith. 

ROBI~SON , BEXJA1IIN FRANKLIN. 

Conspicious among the progressin men of 
nortll\Yestern Iowa is B. F . Robinson, pres­
ident of the First National Bank of Arm­
<>trong. .located at Armstrong, Emmet 
county. 1\Ir. Robinson \\'as born January 
2 I, I 849, in the town of Hampton, \Vind­
ham county, Connecticut. His father. Ben­
jamin Franklin Robinson, was a farmer in 
moderate circumstances. He died when 
this son was but five weeks old. The moth­
er, whose maiden name was Clarissa Burn­
ham, also died when he was very young. 
lVI r. Robinson's early education was ob­
tained in the district schools of the neigh­
borhood called Goshen, now a station on the 
1"\ew York and ='Jew England railroad in 
Connecticut. He a fterwards spent two 
years in the select village school of the town 
of Scotlancl , and later graduated from the 
Lee Center Academy at Lee Center, Illinois. 
In the fall of 1868, when an orphan lad of but 
nineteen years, he came to Iowa, locating in 
Grundy county, where he purchased a quar­
ter section of land. He then returned to Lee 
Center, Illinois, and taught a district school, 
returning to Iowa in the spring of 1869. 
He was married May 9, 1869, to Elizabeth 
L. Barnes, \Vho was also a graduate of the 
Lee Center Academy. They raised their 
fir st crop on the beautiful stock farm now 
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nwnecl hv ::.Ir. Robins<m's brother. A .. \. 
RobimoJ;, located in :'llarshall conntv and 
known as "Fair Plain Str>ck Farm.· · -In the 
spring of 1870 thty m rwed upnn their own 
land in Crnnrh· countv. \\·hich ,,·as then a 
bleak and bar;· en pra'i rie. The fo]]!)wing 
years were spent in teaching sch<lnl in winter 
and farming in summer until 1 S8o, when he 
,,·as elected cmmtv recmder ()f (;rundv coun­
ty and tflok charge nf th;tt "(lice J an~Jary I, 

rt-\i)r, ~en- ing t<>r s ix year.;;_ He then re­
turned t(l the farm, ,,·hich had l>een enlarged 
tc1 a ha lf secti(Jn, and after ,;pending a few 
years there. in r f-i-rJ2 f, •nned a partnership 
\\ith \\ ' illiam Stuart. and tr 1g·ethcr they or­
ganized the .-\rm ,;trong· Bank in the new 
tcm·n of . \rm~trong. \\·hich had been laid out 
that same year. In :\larch . r8(_)(i. ::.rr. 
Stuart solei his interest in the bank tu Mr. 
John Do,,·s. On J nly r. 1 (_)OO, the business, 
which up to this time had been under the 
direct personal management o f Robinson & 
Dows, became so prosperous that it was 
found necessary to enlarge, and the First 
National Bank of Armstrong was organized, 
Mr. Robinson being chosen president. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robinson are both liberal 
and progressive in matters pertaining to re­
ligion, being at present iclenti!led with the 

Presbyterian church ;tt .\rm,trrlttg. They 
are the parenb llt ~i~ chtldren: c;rZlce G., 
no\\' the \Yiie of Dr. ]. :\. Finlaysrm, \Vii­
bert L. Fred S. Edith ::-1.. Clara.\ .. and one 
g-irl \Yho died in infancy. 

:\Ir. Robinsnn has been idetJtir!erl \Yith 
eYery movement th;tt h:b tended tr l ;t<h·ance 
the imprm·ement r •i hie. :tdr)pterl trl\1 11. en­
couraging the c~t;thli~lllncnt oi ::.ulhtantial 
public impru\Ttm· nt~ . In po litic:'. ;t ,;tannch 
republican. he is ;t ftrlll l>e li n ·cr i11 progress. 

Sr' .-\LDf:\t; . Ft,,,._,l.:ll l:t -1\"'':--:. "r· Si nux 
Cit\·. ::\earh· c1 en· citY has c•ne o r more 
citi~ens ,,-h,, : l>eca;l"e ,;[their fitne""· are 
chosen t<' take L'ktrgc '•i the erection of 
public building-s anrl plant;; nn ,,·hich large 
amount;; n f Jll !>lll'_\' are · e~penclecl . nnder 
\\·hose care and directill!l the people feel se­
sure against fraud in cnnstructinn and mis­
appropriati on nf iunds. :'llr. Spa lding of 
Sioux Citv i.' a Ill ;-tt l ,,-]Jn h:ts fre< Jucntlv 
been calleri tl ]>•• tl l<l scn·c i11 th is \\'ay. T r'e 
was born in the tn\\"Jl nf Byn •n. Illinois, 
February 2. lo.fO. · Hi,; iather .. \sa (-;n re 
Spalding, ,,·as a pi (Jneer ut Illinui~. having 
mo\·ecl there irom Pennsyh·ania in 1836. 
Be took an actin~ interes t in pol itic ~, first as 
~' \Yhig and later as a republican . The first 
of the Spalding· iamily in ,\merica was Ed­
\\'ard Spalding. \Yh o came fn:>m England 
ant! settled at Jamest• •wn, Virginia. in the 
year 1 (> r ') and Ltter emig-rated tr> Connecti­
cut in the n~ar 1 (> )0 . \\here he Jll:trried. In 
CfJ!onial ;(fiair,; l;e ,,· a ~ a Freeman, taking 
;L li\·e ly part in pnlJ!ic matter:,;, and from 
him de:-;ccndcd ;t ·large fam ily . Une of 
these, Simun Spalding, the great-great­
graJHlfathcr "f thi~ subject. \\·a~ an officer 
in the. \mericu: army dur ing the \Y a r of the 
1\e\·oluti()n atld had an hull!•rahle record. 
J Ie was at V\.\tef Forge with his company 
under \\.a s hi~~gtun. having heen appointed 
captain by a special act of Congress. He 
\\·as one nf the original 1nemhers of the 
Connecticut branch o f the Society of Cin­
cinnati, and a fterwarcls a brigadier general 
of the l'ennsyln.nia state troops. l-lis eld­
est son . Jflhn Spalding, ,,·as also a Revolu­
tiona rv S! •ld ier , a! though but fourteen years 
old, a·nd \\·a ;; fmally commi ss ioned colonel 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

; . IOWA 
Its History and Its Foremost 

Citizens 

ILLUSTRATED 

VOLUME II 

CHICAGO 

THE S. J. CLARKE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1916 

2-!07/ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

n 

is 
h-
ue 
he 
on 
to 

roe 
ve. 

.ive 
his 
:og­
>ili­
low 
was 
hich 
the 

h of 
~sion 

Iowa: Its History and It8 Foremost Citizens 83 

of deep and widespread r egret. The large concourse of people at the funeral attested 
the friendship in which he was uniformly held. He appr eciated the high regard of 
his friends and he held fri endship inviolable, but the best traits of his character were 

1 reserved for his own home and fireside, where he was known as a devoted husband 
and father. Aside from any success which he may have achieved that gave him 
prominence, it was his personal traits of character that so endeared him to all who 
knew him. 

B. F . ROBINSON. 

B. F. Robinson is cashier of the First National Bank of Armstrong and hi~ 
ac.tiviities along business lines have been so directed that the pubiic has been a large 
beneficiary. · Moreover, he has been connected with the lawmaking body of the state 
and is a r ecognized leader in political circles in Emmet county. 

New England claims :Mr. Robinson as a native son, his birth having occurred 
near Hartford, Connecticut. He was fifteen years of age when' he left New England 
and removed to the middle west, settling first at Lee Center, Illinois. In 1868 he 
arrived in Iowa, making his way to Grundy county, his home being near Conrad. 
He settled on a prairie, purchasing a quarter section of land at a time when the 
work of development and improvement had scarcely been begun in his part of the 
state. There he resided until January I, 1881, when he was elected county recorder 
of Grundy county and ent ered upon the duties of that position, in which he was 
continued by reelection for six years. H e was then again on the farm until 1892 
and brought his land to a high state of cultivation, making it one of the valuable 
farm p roperties of the district. In 1892, however, he put aside agricultural pur­
suits a nd removed to Armstrong, where, in connection with '\Villiam Stewart, he 
engaged in the banking business. On th~ 1st of July, 1900, the institution was 
reorganized into the ; First . National Bank of Armstrong with a capital of fifty 
thousand dollars, Mr. Robinson becoming the president, John Dows, vice president, 
and L. P . Gjer~o, cashier . . On the !'8th of April, 1902, Mr. Dows was elected 
president, William Stewart, vice president, and B. F. Robinson, cashier, since which 
time. Mr. Robinson has continuously fill ed that office. in the bank, largely directing 
its policy and shaping its activities. ' The bank building was erected in 1892. In 
addition to . his .other business interests. Mr. Robinson has bought and sold consider­
able land and has improved a large amount, thus contributing to the substantial 
developme~t of his county. 

In 1869, at Marshalltown, Iowa, l\fr. Robinson was married i.o Miss Elizabeth 
Barnes~ a daughter of Stephen Barnes, of New York, who, removing to Iowa, became 
a farmer near Conrad. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson h ave had five children: Grace G.; 
Wilbert L., deceased; Fred S.; Elizabeth, the wife of F. W. Rue£; and Clara. 

The family attend the Presbyterian church, in which Mr. Robinson holds mem­
bership. In the work of the church he has taken an active and helpful part and 
served as a member of the building committee at · the time of the erection of the 
house of worship in Armstrong. His fraternal relations are with the Masons. His 
political allegiance is given to the republican party and he has served as mayor of 

his town, but still higher political honors have been his, for he has three times ber.n 
chosen t o represent his district in the state legislature, being a member during the 
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t\rt:nty -ninth, thirtieth and thirt:-·-tir-;t gt·JJt"l' :t l a>~t·Jn\.lil· s. Ht.· wa'> tlH: :l\ltltor "t 
tltt· lake bed bill. fathererl tl](' drnina gt: hilb ;ltHl wa' otherwist· comH:Ctcd ,,itlt 

iwportant 1.-gi,L•tiun ,,-bich ha' had !!larked lw;,rini' upon tbt· wcl fnn: nf tlt, · .,t ;J tc· . 

--------·--------

L\P'L'I.I:\ :\OlL\1:\:\ C. \YHlTE. 

Among the quntn who rcsprmtlt·d to d,·ath's call in JVlJ iu .lat:k,on cllUllt;; wa~ 
· Captain :\ornwn C. \\'hitc . ut ::-' a lmh. His h~t ye : Jr~ wt·r• : :,pent in lwnnra blc 

rdin·nwDt and ill the l'nj oyment uf \lw truih of hi' f,>rm t· r tuil. H e ha d m :Hk a1 1 

n:cdl t'nt r cr·ord ill bu~incss :.s a men:hant a ll(!' 'f:um,·r. tlll· gn·atn part of l>is lit <' , 

\ttl\H· H ·r. \wi np; d e1·nt cd to :lg:ri cn ltur:ll pursuit<. . I-It- w:ts a 11:1tin· uf C lt-n ·lan<L 
Ohio. burn .-\ugnst •2 7 , 1 S ~l7. Hi'i par• ·nb ,, ,.r,- -Solnmnu a ud H:tllllah (llr <lt\~011 · 

\ \'bitt- . who n ·Dilll't 'd fr<llll ::-'ummit county . Ohi h. to ::-' :dmh . .Jack,on coun ty . f,,w ::. 
in 1 ~.iO . rt'achillg' their destin at iou ~111 th·· l (Jth <I f \J:t_,.. Tilt· fathn t! Jl' ll n ·nt• ·• l 

laud \t·hi l' h Ill· cultiYated for n .n: a t' '.;1nd :1 t th,· t ' IHl of tl1 :tt tinw ldt till' !ann :\il •f 

t ook up his abode in ::-'abula. \l · hrrt~ he work<·d n,., :t bulvhcr. briek makt'l' and ill ut h• r 

capac:ities until lte passed awa~· in JS(iJ . To h\m :tud l1i~ wif, were born ,·.x 
cltilclr<'ll: )lr'i . :::;u~an A. Fuller. the onl~· one )iying. \\·host· b:rth nccllrtTti in 1 t~ : : ::• 
::nd who now resides.)n Cl1irago: Lucian . wlw died :tt l'rt"'ton. Iowa. :\ ''nuan C .: 

George \\' .. whu was born in 1 s:1 ~ 1 :mel w:~< a r ,-,ide11t of 1\al!Sas. wht-rt' he di• d : 

Jane: and Delia. 
Captain \\' ]tit,· was a youth d thirtt·,·n yc:lr' n l tht· lillll' of the arriYal of tlw 

family in Iowa . He had begnn his t•tlucatim i in lllll' of tll<' old- tiu1f' log sciluolhniht''i­

commml in frontit·r districts . but hi s oppnrtunitit'' in that direction Wt'fl' somt·wltat 

limited. as tht· famil;· was in s traitened tinanci:tl t•irc:umstalll't 'S an d it ''."' m ·c,·ss a n :· 

tltnt he pro\'idl' for his own support when but a boy . He i\' as a youth of tifttTiu 

when ht' ,,·run·tl a situation in the g-enr-rnl 'tore tlf Crary 1:\: ::-'ehramliug at :-;abul a. 

That ht· was trustworthy. capable :111cl efficient i"> indicated in the· fad that lw con­

tinued with that hon-;e for eight years. I-lf tht ·n n ·,ignt·d his position to acct'pt a M 

appoitnment as postmast f' r. recci,·ing hi s conmli"ion from \lnntgomrry Bl ai r. v.-h •o 

was postma.-;tt ·r gt·m·ral dnriug- l'n·.,idt ·nt Lincoln ' -; tirst administration . 
Captai11 '''hitc had occnpitd tlwt P'"'ition for hut six nwnths ,r\tt·n hts patrint r•t· 

~pirit \)('camt· a domiwmt fnrce in l1is lift · antl lll n · ~ignt·tl that he might h l'cnme- ·1\ 

nH·m\wr of tht· Cuion arm;· . fur tlll' CiYil war hntl lwgun some months bt·fon· :uMl 

tim•· hatl prmT d that the dderminatinn of th1· north tn prott-d tlw Cnion w:ls cqnal ll: · 

In:ltcht·tl witll tile ddcrmination of tllt' south to wn·de. B t·lin·ing in the supn·ntac: 

of tl1< · ft·deral gn\Tl'llllll ' llt. Captain \\'h it<-. on tht· l!ltll of '\oHllll>L'l', ]~til. w "l s 

utusl<Tt 'd in t o the scn·icc at ~l. 1.oui~ :1"> :1 priy :: lt- of ( ·onl]l 'l llY A. \inth I ow a \ ' ol n~l-­
lt'<'l' lnfan tr:·· nnd, ·r Captai u Drip• a tltl l 'n lont l \ ':t ll Dt·n-r. \\'itit th:1t l'<llll1ll:t ~ l d 
\J, \o t>k p:1rt i11 tlH · ,·n;.Utp;t 'lllt 'll\.s :11 l't· a Hidgt :tll<l :1\ \'il'k~hur~. :1nd i t \\' :ts nwt 

lnilg lw for< · lw 1wd ifl' t ' ll ,.,ir\cuL't' of t\J, - l:ld tlt:tt h,· ,,. ,\ , t'tJ\ll':•g•·•lll' :t rtd ttJ_I' ''ll. 

h, ·sita til'f! not. \l·hdbn o n dutY tlll tht· lnndy picb·t lin t· ,n in tlw mid-,t •.• f tl:1n ~>t 'l' 
upon thc tiril'§!.' )iu,·. Aftcr t'i)!ht 111011lh~ lw \Ia' dd :1 il< r1 for ~t nirt· iu th 1· qu:Hht' r · 

u l:t ,tn·-. tlt ·pnrtnlt'nt. with \\·hkl1 h• rcm ai tll 'tl t> ntil hon <ll"lbl,,· disclwrp:c tl <lll t hl' 

1'2th of .fannnr,\'. J S():i . a t ::-'t. Loui ~. '.\[is snnr i. 

i 

I 
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Jacobsen, at Dagmar, Montana. There were thirteen children in the 
family but ·only six are living, namely: H. C., pastor of the Danish 
Lutheran chmch near Brayton, Iowa; M. P. R., who is farming near 
Dagmar, Montana; N. C.; L. M., a farmer residing near Milltown, Wis­
consin; Maren, now Mrs. J. P. Jacobsen, of Dagmar, Montana ; and 
Line, who is the wife of N. C. Olsen and resides near Flaxton, North 
Dakota. 

Rev. N. C. · Strandskov obtained his education in the United States 
as he was but nine year.s of age when he was b_rought to this country. 
He attended the Danish Seminary in West Denmark, Wisconsin, an d the 
high school in Shelby county, Iowa, and was graduated from a theolog­
ical seminary at West Denmark, Wisconsin. In 1892 he was o_rdained 
to the ministry at _ Viborg, South Dakota, and his · first pastoral assign­
ment was to Diamond Lake, Minnesota. After remaining there f or two .· 
years he Vi!l.S for seven years stationed at Lookingglass, Nebraska , was 
next for .two years at Cordova, Nebraska, and was later at Den mark, 
South Dakot a ; and Latimer, Iowa. Since October 25, 1969, he has been 
the ·past6i:}'b£ St . . Joh~' s · Danish Luther an church in Denn~ark township, 
Emmet ' 2otirtty~ Hi~ . siTI.cerity and zeal for the caus·e '{ o \vhich h e has 
devoted : hi~ life have gairied him the high .res pect :: O:f all wh<f hav·e 
come in.;cdfitact with .him irrespective of their creed' and' he ' ha3 a rsecure 
place in -t~~ affection_ of his parishioners. . \' ~,· 

- Rev:<~ strandskoV' was :married in 1892 to Miss M~ria Soreil:sen, a 
daughter,: -~t . Jeris and Matte (Kirstine) Sorensen; natives of Denmark, 
who in lS~h emigrated to Viborg, South Dakota. H hwevei.; , t hey spent 

' their last\~ays in Tyler, Minnesota, and are buried i];i· the Danish ceme­
terY therk~ Eleven-children have been born to ' Rev. and/ Mrs . Strandkov, 
namely, H:(i:lger, Ingeborg, Thyra, Heiluf, Mar!e, Astrid/ Th~rvald~ Helva, 
Frede, Al~a and. Karl, all-- at home. -

, L . . ;''' ·~~ 

.. 
::.- · 

:: 

. ~ :' i) 
HON. B. F . ROBINSON. 

Honored and respected by all, there is no man who occupies a more 
enviable position among the citizens of Emmet county than Hon. B. F. 
Robinso~,· 'prominent banker and ex-member of the state)~gislature, whose 
devotion to the public good has ever stood as one of the unquestioned facts 
in his career. He has long been identified with financial interests as cashier 
of the First National Bank of Armstrong. 

A native of Connecticut, Mr. Robinson was born at Hampton, but 
remained a resident of New England only until he reached the age of fifteen 
years, when he removed to the middle west, establishing his home at Lee 
Center, Illinois. There he remained until 1868, when he became a resi­
dent of Grundy county, Iowa, settling near Conrad. He purchased a 
quarter section of prairie land in the midst of a district which at that 
time was but slightly developed. He turned the first furrows upon his 
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farm and continued 'its further CUltivati~n ,aild _i~,P!OVeinent _until J /(tnuary 
1, 1881, when he put .aside the :;tctive work of tpe . fields in. o:rder to enter 
upon the duties of county recorder of Grun?y county, ~o which office he had 
been elected the previous fall. By reelectiOn he contmued to occupy that 

. position for six years, after which he returned to the farm and thereon 
remained until 1892, wh~n he became ;:t resident of Armstrong, and in 

. connection with William Stuart embarked in the banking business. On 
the 1st of July1 1~00, they reorganized thejr bank under the name of the 
First National _Bank, , capitalized · at fifty tho:usand dollaxs, at which time 
Mr . . Robinson was_ chosen president1 with John Dows as vice president 
and L. P. Gjermo as. cashier. On the 18th of April, 1902, Mr. Dows was 
elected president, with William _Stuart as vice president and 1\IIr. :B,obinson 
as cashier, and through the interveningperiod of fi~teenyears M:r. Robin­
son was continuously acted as cashier, largely directing: the policy ,_and 
shaping the ·.interests of this instit~tion, which .is regarded as one of the 
safest and most reliable·banking concerns.o.fnorthwestern Iowa. .In 1892 
the co~pany erecte<;l the present bank buiiding and ·through the ,interve.n­
ing years the business has steadily grown . and. developed. The First 
National has ever most carefully safeguarded the interests of its depos­
itors and to its patrons · has extended all .po~si~le credit to a point tnat 
would not jeopardize the interests of the bank. · In addition t~ his other 
business interests Mr. Robinson .has deait q~ite · extensively in la~d an,d 
has improved a number of farms, thuS.: cont:ributing to the substa,ntial 

· ·development of the county. . . · · .· · :. · · , · · · . . · .... ,.: 
- . In 1869, in Marshalltown, Io~a: : w.as ' c~lebfat.eq the m.arriage .of B. I\ . . ·:>·:··· 

. • , . . ' . • '1' 

. Robinson and Miss .. Elizabeth Barn,es, a . da1,1ghter of Stephen Barnes, a ': ' 
', n~tive of New ~ ork, ,who : . c)rt\:r~fu:ovicri:lt.:~ t<} t9wa took up the OC<::U~atio:n . ;, . . ' . 

. offarming. near Conrad,. in Grund:f .<!otg1ty. Mr. and .Mrs. Robin~on hav¢·:.-; :·\,. ~{:. 
become the parents of fi~e :chfldre'ii,~ tiimeiy: Grace G.; WUbert L., w:lio,is < :. . . .. 
deceased; Fred S.; .Edith, the 'wffe of:';E~' W. ~uef; and Cla~a. . . . .. 

. Extensive an·d iil1por~ant ~~ .. have b~~n the -business int~rests of )VIr . ... 
Robinson, he has yet found tifue. to ··serve' the public in various important · 
connections and his .'f.elhrw townsmen, ' recognizing his ability and' public 
spirit, hav~ again . ai)d · again 'called 'upon him for aid . and support of mat­
ters of public moment He has been maybr 'of Armstrong, in which con­
nection he gave to the city a businesslike a'nd pro'gressive administra,tion . 

. He was eleCted to represent his district in' the. twenty-n!~th general assem­
bly and so capable was he as a member of the house that he was returned 

. for service in the thirtieth and thirty-first sessions. :He · was the . author 
of the lake bed bill, was active iri support of drainage bills ' aU:d ' in fact 
was connected with much important constructhre legislation that has 
furthered the inte.rests of his constituents and the commonwealth at large. 
He is well qualified for political leadership 'and it is well known tha_t he 
never subverts the public interest in an effort to promote personal w~lfare. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Robinson are active and ' earnest workers in the 
Presbyterian church and he served as a member of the buiiding . commit­
tee at the time of erection of the church in Armstrong. He is equally loyal 

:·' 
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to the teachings and purposes of the Masonic fraternity and in fact has at 
all times been an honorable and upright career, characterized by all thosP. 
forces which in every land and clime awaken confidence and regard. 

WILLIAM W. PATON. 

William W. Paton, an honored veteran of the Civil war, is now liv­
ing retired at Milford, Iowa. A native of Scotland he was born in 
GlasgoW, December 23, 1842, and is a son of WiUiam W. and Mary 
(Muire) Paton, who were born, reared and married in Glasgow. By 
trade the father was a carpenter and cabinetmaker and for some time 
operated_ .a factory in that connection in Glasgow. In 1847 he came to 
America and located at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where. he worked at the 
carpenteh~s trade for a short time. He then purchas~q a farm in Green 
Lake county, .·that state, which he improved bqt w:hioh he main ly left 
to the : operation of his sons . while he worked at his'. trade; , He died 
upon that" farm in June, -1871, and his wife 'passed aW;ay in 1887 . .. 

Being only five years of age on the emigration,: of the family to . 
the United States, William W. Paton was practically • rel:!-red in Wis­
consin .• arid is indebted .to the public schools of that state for the. education 
whi~h ' h~::lacquired during his boyhood. Fee'}tng.thathis .adopted ·country 

. needed his services at the outbreak of the Civil war he enlisted at the 
. age of nineteen years in Company A, Thirty~fou{th Wi~conSin Infan­

try, and .r emained at the front for one year. Returning home he engaged 
in farl:n1ng there until 1868 when he came to Dickins~n county, Iowa, 
and pur~hased a tract of land. He did not remain here, however, at 
that time, but went to Rochester, Minnesota, where he bought another 
farm arid devoted the following two years to its cultivation in partner­
ship with his brother. He then engaged in farming alone for three 
years and at the end of that time returned to Dickinson county, Iowa, 
and took up his abode upon a farm which had come into his possession 
in 1868. He made many improvements upon the tract and for eighteen 
years successfully engaged in its operation. At the end of that time 
he beca,JDe a resident of Milford, and turned his attention to the grain 
business, in which he engaged until 1907 when he sold out and has 
since lived retired enjoying the fruits of former toil. In Milford he 
owns a fine modern residence at the corner of Adams street and Broad­
way, and surrounded by his family and a host of warm friends he is 
spending the end of life. 

On the 1st of January, 1869, Mr. Paton married Miss Marian Skirv­
ing, a daughter of John and Margaret (Robb) Skirving, natives of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, in which city Mrs. Paton was born in February, 
i850. Her father followed blacksmithing in the old country and r emained 
there until 1852, when he came to America. The voyage across the 
Atlantic consumed three months and ten days. The family located in 
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Mr. Olson was married on April 7, 1868, to Ragnild Mickelson. Two 
children are left to mourn his departure, Mrs. Osten Amundson of 
Gordonsville, Minnesota, and Mrs. Levor T. Johnson of Northwood, Iowa. 
There are six grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Two of the grand­
children, Radine and Agnes Ranum, lost their mother in the year 1909, 
at the ages of four and five and were lovingly cared for by their grand­
parents. Mrs. Olson died March 10, 1925. Mr. Olson died December 30, 
1926. Both were within one month of reaching the ripe age of eighty­
two years. 

Mr. Olson was a good man. He was honest, kind-hearted and con­
siderate and was faithful to the trusts placed upon him. He was a man 
of strong convictions, who had the welfare of his community and state 
ever at heart and looked only to the interest of the people whom he served. 

In the death of Herbrand L. Olson, Worth county and the state of Iowa 
have sustained a great loss. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, By the. House of Representatives of the 
Forty-second General Assembly, that in the passing of the Honorable 
Herbrand L. Olson, the state has lost an honored and valuable .citizen, 
a man of high ideals in Christian living and useful citizenship. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be .' spread 
upon the Journal of the House and that the Chief C1etk be directed to 
forward an enrolled .copy of it to the relatives of the deceased. 

Unanimously adopted April 6, 1927. 

S. R. TORGESON, 
H. N. HANSON, 
BREDE W AMSTAD, 

Committee. 

HON. B. F. ROBINSON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare · resohitioll.s ·in 
commemoration of the lif e, character and services of the Honorabl~ B. F . 
Robinson, beg leave to submit rthe following report: · 

,. 
B. F. Robinson was born January 21, 1849, in Hampton, Connecticut. 

Being left an orphan when a small boy, he lived with a siste~ in the state 
of Connecticut until he was fifteen years of age, when he came to · Lee 
Center, Dlinois. At that place he attended an academy, and met Eliza­
beth Barins who became his wife in 1869. A year later he moved• to Iowa 
and purchased a prairie farm near Conrad in Grundy county. He taught 
school for six years and then became the county recorder of this county. 
Except for the brief time of his service as county recorder, he lived on 
his prairie farm and developed it until the year ·1892, when he moved to 
Emmet county. The town of Armstrong had just been laid ,o!lt. No rail­
road had yet been built, so materials had to be hauled from Bancroft for 
the bank building which housed the Armstrong Bank, later knowri as ' the 
First National, which was organized by Mr. Robinson and his associates. 
Of this bank he was president at the time of his death, which occurred on 
June 9, 1926. 
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Mr. Robinson took an active interest in every phase of the commumty · 
life. He was a member -of the. first school board, helped to establish 
the churches of the community,_' and showed a liberal ·and progressive 
attitude in all matters perta inint : to co~munity interests. He identified 
himself with the Presbyterian chur ch. ' Mr. Robinson held civic offices 
from time to time. He was elected to represent his district in the Twenty­
ninth General Assembly, and was returr~ed as a member of the Thirtieth 
and Thirty-first Assemblies. While a member of the Legislature he be­
came a real fact-or in the development of northwest Iowa. He was one of 
the original supporters of the drai.nage ·bills, 'and did much toward bring­
ing about the passage of the e~dy rlrainage laws and the laws which 
made possible the movement for good roads in Iowa. Mr. Robinson was 
the author of the Lake •Bed bi~L · ,. T() him :·as .to few other men must 
be given the credit for the wond!lrful' ·de~Veli,Jpmeht. of the farms of north~ 
"vest Iowa in recent years. '; . · .-> :. __ 

Mr. Robinson leaves as his survivors,· a· wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Robinson, 
and son, Fred Robinson, -of Armstto~g; Io}V:\:; to daughters, Mrs . N. W. 
Ruef, of Maple Hill, Iowa, ·and Miss: Clara· Jtobiilson, of Cedar Rapids. 
and two grandchildren, Elizabeth·:~:nci B~njamin Ruef, of Maple Hill. 
. In view of .the . splendid serviq~~ : ~:·otir st'ate of Hon. B . . F. Robinson, . 
Be If 'Resolved;' By the House . of:Representatives of the Forty-second . 
Gen~ral Assembly, That we tak~ ;:this ~ccasioi:i ·' to express our appre­
ciation of the character and publi~ :;erv.ices o'f the deceased, and, 

Be It Further Resolved, Tliat' a ~ ~~o~y of theil;~ resolutions be spread · 
upon the Jouina!'ofthe House, aril;l that·:the Chief Clerk be directed to, send 
an enrolled .copy . to . the members o:f' hi's f~mily .. ... 

,.:,:;,_,_·. ' ... R B. CRONE, 
·~:.:·; . .,>. ' ·> FRANCIS JOHNSON, 
/~ {r~ .. ·, G. w.. PATTERSON, 

• :. Committee: 
Unanimously adopted April 6, 1927: ~ ·, 

HON. GEORGE W. SCREE 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu­
tions commemorating the life and service of Hon. George W. Schee, late 
of O'Brien county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the following memorial: 

Hon. George W. Schee was born near Alexandria, Missouri, June 15, 
1847, and died at National City, California, February 9, 1926. 

He removed to Mahaska county, Iowa, in 1861. He enlisted ·in Company 
C; Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, March 21, 1864. On July 12, 1965, he 
was transferred to the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-eighth Iowa Infantry 
Consolidated, and was mustered out August 15, 1865, at Houston, Texas. 

In 1871 he removed to O'Brien county and entered ·and' later proved 
up on a United States homestead in Carroll township, that county. He 
went through all the pioneer hardships and experiences of those years 
in that vicinity, his principal occupations bftng farming and school­
teaching. He was a leader in the struggle of the settlers to adjrrst the 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

< ancestry 

Name: B. F. Robinson 

Home in t88o: Felix, Grundy, Iowa 

Age: 31 

Estimated birth abt1849 

year: 

Birthplace: Connecticut 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 

of Household: 

Spouse's name: Elizabeth Robinson 

Father's Connecticut 

birthplace: 

Mother's Connecticut 

birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Occupation: Farmer 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

~nnot read ITlte: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

OJheliri\f: tsa e : 
Idiotic or insane: 

Household Name 
Members: B. F. Robinson 

Elizabeth Robinson 

Grace G. Robinson 

W. L. Robinson 

Fred S. Robinson 

Wm. Critser 

Geo. Rouf 

Source Citation: Year: 188o; Census Place: Feli'C, Grundy, Iowa; Roll: 341: 
Family History Film: 1254341; Page: 417C; Enumeration District: 230: Image: 0716. 

Ancestrv.com and The Church of .Jrsus Christ of Latter-dav Saints. 188o 
United States Federal Census [database on-lint:>}, Provo, UT, USA: 

Age 

31 

31 

8 

3 

23 

21 

Ancestry.com Operations lnc, 2010. 1880 U.S. Census Index provided by 
The Church of .Jesus Christ of Lattrr-da.v Saints© Copyright 1999 
Intellectual Reserve. Inc. All rights reserved. All use is subject to the limited 
use license and other terms and conditions applicable to this site. 

Original data: Tenth Census of the United States, t88o. (NARA microfilm publication T9. 1,4.'54 
rolls). Reco rds of the Bureau of the Census. Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington. 
D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to so million individuals enumerated in the 188o United Statrs Frderal 
Census. Census takers recorded many details including each person's name, address, occupation, 
relationship to the head of household. race. sn, age at last bi1thday. marital status. place of birth, 
parents' placr of birth. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linkrd to actual images of the 188o Federal Census. Learn more ... 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?did= 19&pidlist=1 084-3364383 6742-4 76981 0 ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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~ 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: Benjamin F Robinson 

Birth Year: abt1849 

Birth Place: Connecticut 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: !Jan 1925 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Emmet 

Locality: Armstrong 

Relation to Head: Head 

Mother: Clarrisa Burnham 

Mother's Connecticut 

Birthplace: 

Father: Benjamin F Robinson 

Father's Connecticut 

Birthplace: 

Marriage Place: Connecticut 

Spouse Name: Elizabeth Robinson 

Roll: IA1925_1709 

Line: 16 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name Age 
Members: Benjamin F Robinson 

Elizabeth Robinson 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836--1925 [database on-line]. Provo, UT. VSA: 
Ancestry.com Operations lnc, 2007. 
Original rlata: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses. 1856. 1885. 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as well 
\·arious special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of Iowa via 
Heritage Quest. 

Description: 

76 

76 

This database contains Iowa state censuse.s for the following years: 1856, t885, 1895, 1905. 1915. 
and 1925. Il also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 
1836-1897. Information available for an individual will vary according to the census year and the 
information requested on the ct'nsus form. Some of the information contained in this database 
though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. 
Learn more ... 
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