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i Won if possible. ( 
l Coolidge has had nothing to do 1 

with the Sacco and Vam:etti cases. 
His policy has always been to up­
hold the courts in matters of re­
prieves and t;h01;e who know his poli­
cies do not believe that he would 
desire to overthrow the opinion of 
a jury and governor In this par­
ticular case. 

I 
Fonner Fort Dodge ( 

JV! ayor Dies at ·79 

I Fort Dodge. Ia... Aug. 6.--(.IP)--S. 
T . Mesen·ey, who sen•ed three tei'lilS 

·
1 

a.s mayor of Fort Dodge and repre- c 
. sented W~bster county for two terms ( 
1

1

ln the Iowa. legislature. dierl a.t 5 t 
o'clock yesterday afternoon in Chi- c 

I cago at the age of i9 . Meservey I t 
1 was one of the organizers of the 
United Stat~s Gypsum comprmy ::tnd I 
during recent yean; has been secre- I 
l.ary of the company, living in Chi- i < 
~~ . c 

He ~;en•ed a t.enn as president oi E 
the Hamilton club. famP.d Republic- 1 
~n organizat.iot1 of Chicago. The ~ 
i:x)dy will be brought t.o Fort Dodge t 
for buria.l. 

1 
I 

Des itfoines Elopers J 

.Jailed for Thefts! 
Kan~?.S City. ~Io .. Aug. 6.-(INSl- J 

An !':lop('ment- said by police to have i 
b~rn nnanccd by :.he ~le of st-olen , 
mot.or car.;. was interrupt-ed here t.o- : 
day wJt.h t.he nnest of Mis.~ Carol 
Ce~sna. J';'. and Russell Due. 19. 

, , bo!b of Des_ Moines. Ia. Due n.dmit: 
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·erl~is aro listed, . Is being .mailed to 
ooo homes outside·· ot the city todn.J'. 
d Monday. . . ./ . . . . . . 
;\n advance survey . -nt this bargain 
Ide and a tn'ellmlnary inspection ot 
, Dollar day windows Will give the 
o~per some idea or .what she wlll flncl . 

. the counters and shelves next 
,ursdt\y, . . . . . 

.Three Times Mayor_of Fort 
·. Dodge~ Former Repre~ ·· 

. I . 

· sentative, ·Dies. '· 
rhough th~ dollar purchase Is t'en.· 
:·cd, there will be hundreds o( art!· 
·s bearing price · tngs · above and be· 
v that figure·. · .lv3 ° Dollar· day has 
.)Wn, tho--merchants h!J.,Vccome to In· 
rde portions ot their stock that are ,_. ........ ......_......_ __ ~----................ -----.....~. 

{her priced at attractive reductions . l~unPral servlcol! . for s. 1·. Mf'i<~r~-
tll 1 now the shopper, . will find among vey will ho held Tttl'!Hlay mw·ning 
) .bargains ahno!lt anything Crom u nt 9:!!0 o'clock ut Ht . Mut·k'H gpisro-
dng lmlre· to n dining 'room sulto. · pal church. Tho ItPv. Dr, \V. K 

HtoC'Idey, J)!ll'!lor or tlw e hui'C'h , wlll 
lmvi~ <'h a t·gc or th (' Hl'I'Vh'L' H, nssh;tc\1 
by th o !lev. Dt ... H. Iluwur!l Taylor, 

lARD OF· CONTROl~ TO 
AN!'\OUNCJ•: DI<;CISION 

of Cldrago, . . . 
The hotly of Mr. Mt>HPl'\'f'~· Will a I'· 

ON NIWLEC'r CIIAIWI~ 
l li'~S 1\IOINF~R.~ ·Iown., Aug. G, (/P)­
lll.t>dlng- oC tho HL!tto board of con· 

•I to - rf'ndcr -· rr decision -w!th-'- reHpcl't-
ili! !nVPHtlJ;lltiOll O( fl. chargo O( 

glert o! nt<·hnrd Bt·ynnt, 7, oC Burl" 1 

rlv(' In l•'ot·t. Do(l!;'e 1\fon<luy noon 
fr·om t'hleano nn'TI will !.o talwn to 
ttw -·trnifei'R\W'IWr~-urmi.' t' tntcing()m·~ ~------,.­
!ot·s. 

~ton. at tho 0lonwood ::ltato hospital ~-~ ........ ~---.............................. ____ ~ 
s ) cnl!od tor Mondn.y, ·August , 8,. -'--
nn A. 1\f, . ·McColl, oC tho board. S ; T. · Moset·v~y. pioneer . l'f'lihl 0nt or . 
nouncclnodny. · . · Fort Dodg-o nnd promlni'nt Iowa dtl· · 

zen, died at tho Illinois 1\hu!Onlc hrixpl· . 
t!tl.: In Chicago nf () , o'clod: ·. yestdl'day -
fl;fternoon ' following nn lllnC'R1! O( · 1\ 
IIUtnbN· or monthil. Ho waH J!l ~:cru·s or IORTHWESliA; 

GETS······ 'MILLION.·. 
. . . . . 

DOLLAR' RAIN 
rops Refreshed After Big 

Downpour; Rainfall . · 
Totals .68 Inch · 

age, . 

. . Mr. l\fc:scrvey served tht'Nl. tc:-rms n:t 
mnyoi· or : lo'ot·t· Dodge, represented · . 
'Veh!!lCI' county ln. th~ state l<"glslatttr!l 
Cor two t<'rtnH, nnd waH ono or tho pl'ln· 
dpnl · ot•gnnlze t'!:l o( tho Utiited ~tatoa · 
G~·psum comrm.ny, h<'fng aec:rotat·y ot 
that company at the ~imo ·or hlf! tJenlh. 
l~'or the JlURt twenty-three ycnrs he had. · 
lived In Chicago, Ah\;UYI'I Jntercl!rcd in 
JlolltlcH, Mr. Meserve)·. ':Vhllc living In 
ChlcO:go, . became ufrtllated ·with tho 
Hamllton club,' fn.mowl rcpullllcnil or· 
!;'nnlzu.tlon or Chlrag-o, a nll a few ~· e:J.t'H 
ngo set·ved nA pt~eHitlen t or tho cl uh. 

Allhot\gh livlng ·ln Chlc:ngo dm·Jnp; ro­
Cl'nt YCUl'A,. Mt•, 1\IP·H'l YllY. lraintainc<1. 
his ll'gnl i·osillcneo In Fort Dodg-e nnd 
at ciP(;l!on timeR, · Wlt{.' llO\'f'l' )lOHsiblo, 
cumc home to vole. llt! had n. largo · 

Northwc>11 tern rown.'s long-. awaited ncqualnlanccHhlp cxtcnrllng evPn to ti1o · 
d lilon-doll:\r rn.ln !ell yeHlPnlay, the youngot· genemUon. lie, ;~~lH.'l llS:>NI 1\ 
t'Ht real clownpour In many weeks or l'(' tnn.rkahle m<'rn~ry In n •caHmg JI O il1fJ:J 

muth. . . . itnd hl!i manner wafl ltlway:-~ mus t gTn.• 
In Jf'nt·t Dodgo .GR Inch or nw!:-~tm·o c!olHi nntl eltnnn!ng, 
ll'lled ln!p tho. g"OVHillllelll rain ~11.\lg'O, llofn Ju Jlllnol~ 
nd ft•om the surrounding country . ~tllimn.n T. Meservey waH horn · In 
uno · rct)Orts .or · Ahnlltu• Hhowors. CU~ton, Ill., Decem her. 17, 1848. 
•llvw cotmtle::~ nlo rccolved relic( from When he was r. year.1 ·of. ngo he> t·nme 
lt'3 1spe1L C:llhoun county reported with his pnl'l!'nt~ · to Hornet- ; lowo., then· 
oa nlns accompanied hy winds that ·tho county Rent or what hi now \Veb- · 

dd somo dqmage to standing. Cl'OPR. . . ster and Hamilton COtllltleH. Two YE'::ir$ 

•. 

Tho downpour W:tl'l general through· later in 1R5G th<i famllv moved to Fort' 
-ut this part or tho 11tute. At . ~~torm D·odgo, H T: Meset'Vt>Y.'H i'athet•, .J udgl! 
,u.l<o . ono Inch or rain waa :t·epot·t.e<i. William N. Meservey, wa11 n prominent · . · · · 
Vebter City, .· . ~lso _ , va~;c}.}ed -. Jor .. 81-"f 'ptoncer ·• clti:ten. o(: rort· Do'dge, .· . · .. .. - ~ •• ·: . ~··::·: \ .,_ 
~eokR •. ' r,evelled .. •n .· three.quarter.tncb ... s. T. Meser_vey .. wna educa~ed In ' th11 
howet'. , ·.At Manson there- was a . heavY; 'Forf Dodge public schools nnd attend· 
lownpour in the: n.rternoon · tlnd, nnoth· ed the Clinton ·Liberal !nstlttite or Clln· 
r 'laRt rilght. North or Pomeroy It hi gh ~,. .. 
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,\' :\>! IIlli l'l(t' !l 

.!on or. two 
Pen,:-nmlno 

explodod In 
ILnil . on a. 

h>ns cnuset\ 
:lose · fn the 

.tl ' ·'lmon· 
t . mer!· 

. 'l'he mayor. 
ltident Cool, 
· sa cob • and: 

~ . . . 
~otts, 'pollee 
g or n !us!· 

Cambrlds-e 
lihots , wet·e 
a :~pe<'dlng 

was be ing 
lliR. Patrol· 
:e Jlolnts In 
('ed elevated 

lt. tito terler­
lt orders to 

LUNI{EN 
•g". G, (JP)­
s "Hillj•lt oC 

or hi!! na· 
ergh landed 
lllll wa:i ac­
·r'HonH. 

l tlllll'\1 lli\\J \lit! . J.;U Vl'" l 11111\.tiL l i\ l ll t-; l L \ I l-;n , JiOrll Ill IIIUIOI!i 
n nll from tho Hurroundlng •·ounlry 
( '1\lllO . l'OJHll'l:t or . Rltnllru· HhOWOl'IJ , :'{tillman T . Mcsot•vcy WaH honi . In 
Olhol' coun tic!! n to t'<' col vod r t'llt.>[ fr•orn 0.II¥ton , 111., · D oc em h<' r. 17, 184 8. 
thll dry liPClL C:.t.lhonn county rcportocl Wl\('1\ lte Wll!i r. yenl'il or n~e ht• t' llrTIO 
honvy rnlns a ccompu nlcd by wlnt'hl thl\t. wllh hlK parent~ · to H ei m er , low a., them 
did aomo dqmago to atnndlng· cr·opH. ' the county Heat . or wltat IH now \Veb- · 

Tho downpoln• wn:o~ gcnct·a.I thr'Ciugli· st t.! r nnu Hnml!ton ~ountl<'H . 'l'wo YP:ir~t 
out this pnrt o! tho :~tuto. At ~~torm later, In 1 I!GG, tit <: family rnoverl to I•"ort 
J.,rLf(O . ono Inch oC rain wno )•eported. Dodge. H T. 1\r('Sct·vt•y'H rather·, .I udg~t 
Wcbter City, . also . _parched .. for . six: . W1llla~ N. Meservey, wa11 n I>romlnont 
weolts, revelled : In '.' three·quarter·h'lch' plonoor · cltt:zen· oc · Fort Dodge, · · ··. · . : .. 
Hhower. , .At Manson ·there- was ·a heavy .s. · T. MeHeryey \\•as 'educated In :thiS · .­
downpom· In the afternoon !lnd, nnoth· Fort DDdge public schools nnd ntten<t· . 
'er 'taRt night. North oC Pomeroy n. high ed the Clinton 'Libcrnl !nstltti te or Clln• 
wlitrl (OIIOW('d the rnJn. ·rlattenlng fields ton, N. Y. . . ' . . . . 
or com nlong · lll'lmary· r;on<l No. · 6. Mr. Meservt-y ~;rgng~d In ma~y httl!l· 
Clare , lladgt•t•, Vince nt nnrl 1'1'1oorland nol'IR entct'prl:~oli In l•'nrt Dod.h"U ctnring . 
t'l')lot·tetl hulf-lndt showe rs. ..:· hi.~ resld(' nce h ere. . He was · fl!'Rt · 1\ 

Tho rain Wll.H literally ~ll llfl'SU.VI'r for m ember · or the flrm' oC ChC!l(}Y ~ 1\fo • . 
tho (lrfr•gllng cornrlt'ldM, gmln tU('n ~mid sorvey, druggiHlH, wltl ch · Ia tor beeam& 
toda~··. They e:~tltnate that the (<t·op 1:. VIn cent & Me:~c rvcy. He w·nH n mem· 
on ltR feet !ot• another ten days UR the her Of tho company of . Tiinglnnd, Vln• 
re11ult or tho wJdeHpread . •lownpourH. cent & Mcscn'l'Y , whld1 in 1872 organ• · · 
Threshing, however, wns 11alted by til~· 17.~rl the .· Iowa Plast<' r coinpan)', th() 
r·uln . fit•gt Plnster mill to ·r, fl hulll In I•'ort 

Equal t~, ,July .T.otal Dodge, Thlfl Inlet· IH'eam e: tht• . Iowa 
Th e city's ahowm'H llrought down nH. Plnstor · aasod:ltkn, j(•inln.; with thll 

much · moisture . aH the govct'llm.cnt Fort Dodge · C:yp~um company, \v hlch 
weat11 e i· ohservei· recorded tlttrlng the had since been <•rganlze<l. . Mr·. l\1 P.s cr• 
enti!"e month : of .Ju!'y. Ycst t' rduy after- V('Y waH nt one tlmo .'I.H!>ioelnteJ with tho 
noon' br·llil< downpout· totaled .11! Inch. JT'ort I>odgo National han!< anrl thll 
On~·hlll( In ch f<'ll luHt nlght In a Hlorm . Merchant's' ~!ltl<inal hnnk nntl · whPtt 
thut blow UI> fHtddonly and ln.~tc<l for this became the l•'lrst 1'\allorml hauk. IUJ . 
~ovcrat hottrH. · . . Tuly rnln 'total •Jd that WaH Its J)l't'sf<l('nt, ln rnm·p rc cc•nt 
:~ume amount, .61! (n('h. ~·ears ho hnd · hc Pn agsoc:lal.P. <i with lho 

Unll<'it Slat!:!- <1yp:iutn .comp:: ny hs Hec• 

BETH· VINCENT 
·.,'Still' l\l t·~Pl'V .; y was on e of lilt• hf' ~t 

t·c tat·y. . · · · 

1'rlbufl" From oid fo'l'!f'IHI 

72ND ANNIVER.SA RY known' men In Tow:i. at one< tlnlf': Haftl 
. · \Vnhh Vlncl' nt, · ,t fornH·r · !Jw; i n < · ~ ~ a,.,.,(,. ' 

SfT\£.NC£ JN FT DODGE ,.jato and l'lmw 'fi'IPrHI o[ l\lr· l\11' !-<t i'VP}'. 
: ~ f · · • "H•• ha41 tlw t y pe) ·or P<: r· ::H> Il ; tl i t~' lh itt 

·· --. ·lniade l~lu\ lll<c' tl l' \ ' <' rywhen~ and. dtn · lnl~ 

;t th(H YPlll' 
y nat• ot tho 

.c· two ot ilH 
rl Beth Vln· 
,. Jro,·t Dodge 
·r than they. 
rt · Dodgo tr1 
Lho .vlncen'ts, 
er .Amorette, 
1gust in .that 

y or npproxl· 
!'land popula· 
·lth loss than 
H. extent'. waH 
th't'ce blockR 

and the. Fort 
ny- on- Fh·Rt 
n blocks Wl'r~ 
,d on lt!J two 

•ling- thnt tho 
t tho top · Of 
\1. C. A. now 

111 !0 rf';~rd< ~ nr·c h <> r c h'e dltl much for Jl'or·t 
l)odg-<> .- 'It 1~ lnterc :o~ting- to m<•, a ~ c hat·· 

Molne11 r·iv •~ t· tn · the Tinon'l · rlve1· . n f. a<'J. i• rl~tlc or M!.'. l\1. e ~>t.·r· ~· ·· ~ ':; inlt'IIH() .. 
\Vt•hs t('r . City tfw prnlrio was unhr()k· ll)ya'uj· to Fort D'o<lg-e 1411<1 his c•f'nlfn· 
en IJyl a tn•o nntl ahoun<li•d in · wilrl twr1 lnt<•rc::~t In Iowa IJVcli :tfl<'t' h ro len 
gumn. Not until ' lhc ypnr '[)7 was ·lhot·n hl'I'O, that .h e had nlwny!-1 m:tintulne<l 
trouht eo ' with .tlw In<llllnM nntl It · waH hl!l r·P.~lclt.>ncn hero ntH!, ns lr.>ng- :.:o~ hl!J 
thon tl~at tho terrible ~plrlt Lal<c mali, hl'(tlth permitted, he zeturncd to J•'ot·t 
flncr·o tool< . plnce. . Dod go to ·volt'. . 

· A Dry Ye~tr "He ha<l one of . the flt•.qt ('Ottn~PR lit 
. ''The . ai.tmmer · or 'G5 wa>t Ju~t such r,a l<e . OkouoJI. · on . I•'ot·t Dod go !Joint, , 
a one aA' we have · tuul this y('nr,'; Raid ncar .tho.so or .tho . Haskell'!, tho , Che< . . . , 
\Vehb 'VIncont, a11 he .recalled those tor· ney.H and ourit," conUnucu .Mr., Vln<'ent; · . . .. 
m~t· <luyR, · ~ ·hut at tlutt .um·e · it' wriR to "imrl he was nA well known nnd lllcerl 
ho welcomed rntiH•t· thnn complained In that part or Town ni! · ln l•'o t't Dorlgc." 
ot rot· It mado tho tt·ip ·or Hett.lc rs !rom 1\ft•mbl'r of St. 1\fnrl<'!i 
Dubuque, where the rail · road stopl;l'<l, Mr . . l\[ PRen•<'Y . wa.H ... <l mPntl.H·t· of !'lt. 
to the weRt, Incomparably cuRler. We 1\fnrk'li F,:pls r:opal · church In • l!'ort 

·matlo tho trip from J·~n.st Duhuf{ue to Do<lge 
l•'ort Do<lgo paHsing through Dt>lhl, In.: Mrli. 1\rescr·v('y JlU!iHed nwt·S In l!lOO. 
JleJll'ndence, \Vuterloo, Skunk Grove · Tho i'old<'Ht I'On, \VIIll~,m. nlHo prl'cellc<t 
an<l N e wcnHtlo, .whlcl1 IH today Webster him in dNtth . ThPre are two chiltlrcn,' 
City ln. a W('~k'H limo, All om· houHo- a. ROn and d:ur~;htm·, who R~r:·vivo, 
hold . good!! Wet·e cat'l'led with us even ~cott MeHm·vcy, tl br·olcer In ~ew Yot·Ic, 
a stovo wa:::t_ piled Into n wa~on drawn and MrH. , ~IIzahelh · Armlltt·ong of l;'ort 
by two horHe.ll . ·.ThiH spe('(l. was entirely Dodge. Two hrc lht-1':1 of . Mr. :Me~(; n·ey, 

lin w e Rt, wall due to tho . fnct that . tho · plcntlftt\ former t·~lll<lcnl:i Qf . J'()rt. llotlg(' . . Ito\'/ 
Tho town'ti Hlouglts- wet'O' tio largely dried up tHat live In Call!ornla. 'l'hC}' nro A . F'.- ii'nd 

namf' lt, wus .wo eoul{l com~ In 11 dlr('ct route, · lo~· \V . D. MeHCrvey. · 
.tuated whf'rro In,; no time In · making detours. The body of Mr. M e!lt-n'<'Y \V!II b() 
now RtCJnds. "M}' father, Cornellu~ Hazard Vln· brought to. l:•'r)r( Dotl ~; e ror ·J,nrlnt 

•om:t the bt-<111 cent, had · como · lo Iowa the lltovlotrll 
c ~:~ lityle, nn<l !-!pt·lng and · !11('<1 ln 'nd Claims nt tho 
~ lg-n<'d to bNI governme nt .ofrko In D ex Moines. · The 
hi ·r lucl<y winte r o r. '54 nrid '55 hurl b ('e n one 110 

, ,•rnmPnt mild that the Re t tie rs ·lul.d been C('d'hln 
I managed by that lhl'y had r eaclt Nl tho far Wt':it nnrl 

the tc mpemto cllmn to . o( Ca ll fornla . 
• ~ btrfldlngs or Tho ·next !ow wlnten1, ~;olng bnc k . to 
·!r·nmt-nt build· true !own. climate , shoi\'('(] to them, 
tilers ~·ho had their mistake. Very enthuslnlltlc re· 
~:~tands . tod a y ports o! tho wondcr!ttl pluco :hart' ·de· 

~ t caRt o! the c ldt'd !or him his cout·so nntl he return· 
It wu .. ~ bttllt cd . to o"r homo In \Vatet·for<l, Penns yl­

l'alle rl . the olt1 1 vanla. sold hl:o~ goods · nn<l l't't out wltl'l 

AETNA . INSURAN(~E I lEAn DIES 
· HATITr··onn; Conn., Au~;. · G, ' (JP)- ­
Vlllllum Jt Cla t·k, c ha.lrrn u n nr Ute 
hoi.t rd of dlrectnr~ or the .t. etna .(I•'Ire) 
Ins urance cornpa n)·, Is <h•a(J. 

" ............ . • ........ . 
.• 10\VA~:\tostly f:ilr toda)' anrl • 
• Hunday; not much chan!;o In • 
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PROGRE:S S IVE :YIEN OF l O W A. 351 

}1 , >usc. nuw tl 1e Kirbn>od, and has been 
connec ted \l·ith this hotel, vvi th the exception 
of a short time, ever s ince that day, either as 
clerk. manager ur proprietor. He is n ow 
president of the inco rporated company of 
.:vi acar tn ey & Sons Company, operating the 
Kirk11·uod ho tel. I\1 r. Macartney is a lso 
vice president of the Iowa Loan and 
Depusit Company , and director of the 
?\ortln1·estern Loan and Savings Company, 
all of Des 1foines. He has ahvays been an 
earnest republican in po litics. He \vas ald­
erman at large of \Vest Des Moines, r894-5 . 

and 11·as a prominent candidate for the re­
publican nnminati on for mayor of Des 
Moines in r kg6. He is a member of the 
Grant club and in Masonry is a member of 
the Blue L odge, Chapter , Commanclery and 
the Scotti sh Rites body. He also belongs 
to the W oodmen o f the \Vorld, and to the 
Royal Arcanum. He is an Episcopalian and 
is a member of the vestry of St. Paul's 
church, Des ]\Joines. Mr. Macartney was 
married October 20, I 868, to Charlotte vVeb­
ster, daughter of I. ?\. \ Vebster, first land­
lord of the old Savery House. They have had 

·six children , as foll ows : F. C. .:V1acartney, 
Jr., \\"ho died in 1898; C . W ., Robert H., 
Morton, Catherine N., Thomas \V. 

.:'IIESERVEY, STILLMA:o; T.wLoR, of 
Fo rt Dodge, is one of the successful business 
men o f the "Gypsum City," who has lived 
the re since his boyhood. He is the son of 
Judge \Villiam ~- l\Ieservey, who was one 
of the early settlers and officials of \Vebster 
county. He first resided at H omer, which 
\l·as the county seat of \\'ehster county when 
it embraced the territory now included in 
Hamilton, \Vebster and a portion of Hum­
boldt counties. After the division of the 
county and the collapse o f Homer, Judge 
"\Ieseney mo\·ed to F ort Dodge, and was 
then elected county judge of \Vebster county 
\\· hen that officer \\"as the sole financial man­
ager of county affairs. Here for a quarter 
' ,fa cen tury he \\·as a prominent and influen­
t ial citi zen. representing large property in­
terests . Hi s father \Yas a French soldier in 
the grand army of ~apoleon. and li\·ed to 
the great age o f 102 years. S. T. :\Iesen·ey's 
mother \\"as a nati\·e of Kentucky. Her 
maiden name was Amanda C. Robbins. Her 
father was of English descent and a slave­
hold er; hut detesting the injustice of the 
system, he mm·ed to Illinois and emancipated 
his slaws. Stillman was born at De\Vitt, 
Illinois. December r;. r848. During child­
hood he 1yas sent to the public schools and 
\Yas aftenYa.rds a student at the Clinton Lib­
eral Institute at Clinton . ~ew Y ork. He 
came to lo,Ya \Yith hi :; father and family in 
rS_=;-t. when hut six years of age. In early 
life he cleHioped a tal ent for business, and 
hy hard \l·ork. good habits and persistent ef­
forts. !'tep hy s tep. 11·on his way to marked 
success and a mple ft Jr tune. Tn r872 he en­
tered into partnership \Yith Capta in George 
S. Ringland and \\ ' ebb \ Tincent. for the pur­
pose o f dneloping the manufacture of gyp­
sum, whi ch underlies a large trac t of country 
near the Des :\Ioines ri\·er, in the Yicinity of 
Fort Dodge. Thi s extensi,-e deposit, the 
onlv one in the state, had remained unused 
exc-ept for building stone since the earliest 
settlements. Its value for the manufacture 
of stucco had not been realized until recent 
years, when the firm o f Ringland, Vincent 
and Meservey began to build the first factory 
for its manufacture. It proved to be an im­
portant industry, and the enterprising pro­
prietors o f the mills first erected built up a 
large and profitable business, which l1as 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

352 PROGRESSIVE MEN OF IOWA. 

grown year by year into great proportions. 
Several other mills have since been erected, 
and Mr. Mesen-ey is now one of the direc­
tors of the Iowa Plaster Association, suc­
cessors of the firm of Ringland, Vincent and 
Meservey. He is also largely engaged in 
banking, being president of the First N a­
tiona! Bank of Fort Dodge, and a1so pres­
ident of the Bank of Livermore, in Hum­
boldt county. H~ is president of the Fort 
Dodge Grocery Company, and the Fort 
Dodge Light and Power Company. In poli­
tics he has always been a republican, and in 
188.:; he \vas nominated by his party to rep­
resent \Vebster county in the popular branch 
of the Twenty-first General .-\ssembly, and 
elected. His younger brother, A. F. :Yleser-

. vey, represented the Cherokee district in the 
senate of the Twenty-second and Twenty­
third General Assemblies. 

Mr. S. T. Meseryey was married October 
10, 1871, to Miss Anna Scott, of Bridge­
water, New York. They have three chil­
dren, William, born in 1875; Scott, born in 
1879, and Elizabeth, bnrn in 1878. The 
family are members of the Episcopal church. 

MOON, DR. ARNOLD CARPENTER, of 
·williamsburg, is a successful young physi-

cian who has practiced in that town for 
nearly fifteen years. He was born in Iowa 
City, January 1. 1860. His father, Dr. Ar­
nold C. l\Jopn, was also a physician, a native 
of Steventom1. Renssellaer County, New 
York, born in 181 7· He was educated in 
Saratoga Springs and A1bany, graduating 
from the .-\lhany :-.Ieclical College in 1840. 
He began the practice of his profession at 
once in Knoxville, Ohio, and was married 
October IO, 1844. in Uniontown, Pennsyl­
,·ania, to Ann Barclay Thompson. She was 
born in Carmichael, Pennsylvani·a, April 24, 
1827. In 1857 they moved to Iowa City, 
'"here he S(lOll had a very extensive practice. 
_c\fter a long and busy life, including a very 
~uccessful professional career, he passed to 
his final reward :March 25, 1890. Arnold 
C. :\loon. Jr., was educated in the public 
schools of Iowa City, and the Iowa City 
.\cademy. He also took a special course in 
the collegiate department of the State Uni­
versity. In r 884 he graduated froR1 the 
medical department of the State University, 
having taken the three years' course. Hav-

ing had several years of practical experience 
in his father's office, he at once removed, in 
the spring of r884, to ·williamsburg, his 
present location, and has been so successful 
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JOHN F. MERRY was born in Summit County, Ohio, March 24, 
1844. He came to Iowa with his parents in an emigrant wagon in 185G, 
his father locating on a farm in Delaware County. The son secured an 

. education in the public schools and became a teacher. In 1880 he entered 
the service of the Illinois Central Railway Company as excursion agent, 
making himself so useful that he was soon promoted to general western 
passenger agent, and finally to assistant general passenger agent of the 
entire system. Captain Merry served in the Civil War, as a private 
first in the Twenty-first Infantry. He afterwards recruited and was 
elected a lieutenant in Company F, of the Forty-sixth Regiment. He wa~ 
on the staff of General Fairchild in the Grand Army of the Republic, and. 
was the originator of the law converting the battle-field of Vicksburg into 
a National Park. Captain Merry was a member of the Iowa Trans-Mis­
sissippi and International Exposition Commission. He has given special 
attention to the agricultural and commercial development of the country 

orsed by the Illinois Central Railroad system and has published sev­
.vorks of interest among which are "·where to Locate New Factories," 

"The Southern Homeseckers' Guide." and the "Industrial Outlook for New 
Orleans." Captain Merry has held the following important positions : 
assistant general passenger agent of the Illinois Central Railway Com­
pany, secretary and assistant treasurer of the Dunlieth .t Dubuque Bridge 
Company, secretary and treasurer of the Iowa Land & Loan Company, see­
retary and assistant treasurer of the Dubuque & Sioux City Railroad Com­
pany, and secretary and assistant treasurer of the Fort Dodge & Omaha 
Railroad Company. He is a prominent Republican, serving as delegate 
to the Republican National Convention at St. Louis in 1896. 

STILLMAN T. MESERVEY was born at De Witt, Illinois, Decem­
ber 17, 1848, and was educated in the public schools and at Clinton Liberal 
Institute, New York. His father removed to Homer, then in Webster 
County, in 1854, and after the removal of the county-seat from that place 
made his home in Fort Dodge, where Stillman grew up to manhood. He 
was an active Republican and in 1885 was elected Representative in the 
House of the Twenty-first General Assembly and in 1902 he was again a 
member of the Twenty-ninth Assembly. He was one of the three Fort 
Dodge men who were the pioneers in developing the great gypsum deposits 
in that vicinity and became one of the directors of. the Iowa Plaster As­
sociation. He has long been president of the First National Bank of Fort 
Dodge and of the Fort Dodge Power & Light Company, having also other 
large financial interests. 

GEORGE ?lfETZGAR was born in Germany, April 19, 1845. His 
father, who was engaged in the Revolution of 1848-9 became an exile, 
coming with hi s family to the United States in 1850. The son received 
his education in the common schools and in 18G2 enlisted in the One 
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< ancestry 

Return to Stillman T. Meservey Compare With Your Tree 

Children (3) 
William W. Meservey 

Uz:z)e 5. Meservey 

Baby Meservey 

Contact Us: 1-801}-ANCESTRY 

tt 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

8: 1875 
8: 1878 

B: 1879 

Stillman T. Meservey 

B: abt 1849 in Dlinois 

0: 

Annah Scott B:abt 1851 in New York 

Name: Stillman T Meservey 

Birth Year: abt 1849 

Birth Place: Illinois 

Gender: Male 

Census Date: 1860 

Residence state: Iowa 

Residence Webster 
County: 

Locality: Fort Dodge and Wahkonsa 

Roll: IA_ 68 

Line: 27 

Family Number: 37 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Household Name 
Members: Wm N Meservey 

Amanda C Meservey 
Stillman T Meservey 
Adolghus C Meservey 
Medora A Meservey 
Almira Robbins 

Source Information: 

Age 

40 
31 
11 
9 
7 
17 

Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
1925 as well various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State 
Historical Society of Iowa via Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 
1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and 
other special censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will 
vary according to the census year and the information requested on the census form . 
Some of the information contained in this database though includes: name, age, 
gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. Learn more 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corj:X)rate Information Careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Parents 

UNKNOWN 

UNKNOWN 

Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=iastatecen&h=5080552&ti=O&indiv=try&gs ... 
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1920 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Stillman T. Meservey in Iowa 

Contact Us: !-BOG-ANCESTRY 

<f. 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: Stillman T Mesyrvey 
[Stillman T Meserve~~:] 
[Stillman T Heservey] 
[Stillman T Heryvey] 

Home in 1920: Fort Dodge Ward 4, Webster, Iowa 

Age: 72 

Estimated Birth abt 1848 
Year: 

Birth place: Illinois 

Relation to Head Lodger 
of House: 

Father's Birth Illinois 
Place: 

Mother's Birth Illinois 
Place: 

Marital Status: Widowed 
[Widow] 

Race: White 

Sex: Male 

Able to read: Yes 

Able to Write: Yes 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Household Name Age 
Members: Edward A Welch 43 

[73] 
Helen 0 Welch 42 
Richard 0 Welch 9 
Stillman T Mes:lrVe:i 72 
Rose Rathman 24 

Source Citation: Year: 1920;Census Place: Fort Dodge Ward 4, Webster, Iowa; 
Roll: T625_518; Page: 48; Enumeration Oistnct: 243; Image: 291. 

Ancestry.com. 1920 Un1ted States Federal Census [database on· 
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images 
reproduced by FamilySearch. 

Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm 
publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. 
National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, 
visit the following NARA web page: NARA. Note: Enumeration Districts 819-839 are 
on roll 323 (Chicago City). 

Description: 
Th1s database is an index to md1v1duals enumerated in the 1920 Un1ted States 
Federal Census, the Fourteenth Census of the United States. It includes all states and 
territories, as well as Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, 
American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone. The census provides many 
detalls about individuals and families including: name, gender, age, birthplace, year 
of immigration, mother tongue, and parents' birthplaces. In addition, the names of 
those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1920 
Federal Census. Learn more . . 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information careers PRNACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 

http:/ I search. ancestry .com/ cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1920usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn= ... 

Page 1 of 1 

8/18/2011 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Stillman T. Meservey- Overview- Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1 

ancestry Hi, helenjwhl ~I}_O_ill Messages C16l ~u_nt ~ To-Dos QUtck Lmks 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Gift Memberships 

Sara Jane Green Return to family tree 1 Tree oages 

Stillman T. Meservey 
Birth abt 1849 in !!Jiooi> 
Death 

View his famitv tree View family members ~ 

Owner: 

Overview Facts and Sources ~1edia Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery 

No photos, stories, audio or video have been added yet. 

Timeline (View details) 

1849 
ab! 

1880 

Birth 
!!!iooi> 

Residence 
Fort Dodge Webster County Iowa 

Age : 31 

Comments 

No comments have been added yet. 

Add a comment 

Contact Us: 1-BOO·ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog 

© 1997·2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information 

2 source citations 

1 source citation 

Affiliates Gfft Memberships 

Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/953539/person/785341190?ssrc= 

find a person in this tree 

save this oerson to your tree 

Comment on this 

Family Members 

Parents 

No Father 

No Mother 

Spouse & Children 

Annah Scott 
1851-

William W. Meservey 
1875-

Lizzie 5, Meservey 
: 1878 ~ 

[_~_____: 

Baby Meservey 
1879-

Source Information 

Family group sheet 

1880 United States Federal Census 

D 1 dtation provides evidence for Name, 
Residence, Birth 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-
1925 

D 1 dtation provides ev1dence for Name, 
Birth, Gender 

Web Links 

There are no web/inks available for this person. 

Search t!Je web for Stillman T. Meservey 

Ancestry.com 

8/18/2011 
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Stillman Taylor Meservey ( 1848 - 1927) - Find A Grave Memorial 

Actions 
Begin New Search 

Refine Last Search 

Cemetery Lookup 

Add Burial Records 

Help with Find A Grave 

Find all Meserveys in : 

• Oakland Cemetery 

• Fort Dodge 

• Webster Countv 

• Iowa 

• Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

Success Stories 

Discussion Forums 

Find A Grave Store 

Support Find A Grave 

Advertisement 

Stillman Taylor Meservey 

Memorial Photos Flowers 

Learn about sponsoring this memorial .. . 

Birth: 

Death: 

Dec., 1848 
Illinois, USA 
Apr. 5, 1927 
Cook County 
Illinois, USA 

Son of William N. Meservey (1820 IND) and 
Amanda C. (1829 KY) 

A new headstone marks the grave of a 
prominent, nearly forgotten Fort Dodge figure. 

Stillman Meservey has become something of a 
forgotten figure of early Fort Dodge history. 
Among other things, he was the judge who 
presided over moving the Webster County seat 
from Homer to Fort Dodge. He established the 
first gypsum mill and USG, held various 
banking interests, helped found Fort Dodge 
Light and Power, the street railway system and 
an implement company. 

In 1900, he was the wealthiest person in Fort 
Dodge and built the mansion now owned by 
Bruce's Funeral Home, in 1895. 

He also served as Fort Dodge mayor for three 
terms and had several terms as a 
representative. 

In the typical flowery and lengthy language of 
the day, the The Biographical Record of 
Webster County, published in 1902, had this to 
say: 

"No higher testimonial of his capability could 
be given than the fact that he has been re­
elected to office, for the public is a 
discriminating factor and although 
unscrupulous men sometimes gain office, it is 
impossible for them to retain elective positions 
which are subject to public criticism." 

In the 1920s, his fortunes turned. Meservey 
lost a great deal of money in Florida land 
investments. One deal was about $80,000, a 
great deal of money in those days. 

He died penniless, he didn't even have the 
money to cover his funeral and medical 
expenses. The result is that he never had a 
memorial stone. That has now been corrected . 

It's very fitting that we finally dedicated the 
monument. Of course, the marker is also for 
his wife Anna Scott Meservey, who died in 
1900. 

Annette Mackay, who helped conduct the 
dedication ceremony, made sure Anna 
Meservey was remembered too. "Behind every 
good man is a great woman," she said. 

We are here today to commemorate the life of 

Cemetery Photo 
Added by: Nicole Coppinger 

Photos may be scaled. 
Click on image for full size. 
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Stillman Taylor Meservey (1848- 1927)- .Find A Urave Memonal 

Stillman Taylor Meservey, who passed away in 
the Masonic Hospital in Chicago on April 5, 
1927, at the age of 78 after a long bout with 
cancer. 

It's not recorded who attended that long ago 
service for Meservey. 

However, one of his surviving relatives, Eloise 
Welch, of Fort Dodge, a grand-niece, attended 
Saturday and at the age of 100, could have 
been there. She was 16 when he died, but she 
has no memories of her great- uncle . 

Family links: 
Parents: 
William N Meservey 

Spouse: 
Anna Scott Meservey (1851- 1900)* 

* Point here for explanation 

Burial: 
Oakland Cemetery 
Fort Dodge 
Webster County 
Iowa, USA 

Created by: Burt 
Record added: Jan 22, 2007 
Find A Grave Memorial# 17641992 

Accuracy and Copyright Disclaimer 
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