Standard Form For Members of the Legislature

, (Maj.) WALLACE M.
Name of Raprosentativ.‘ﬁmELﬂy (Maj.)

/VJ/ 3#174( e, // /fn. ’7. .—/

13 March 1838 (bio), 1840 (GAR file, near Yates,
—Orieamrs—Co5INYF

Senator

1. Birthday and place

Mary \zf{ct‘g?farl?%gr?g &T336d1§f4),p“c on 8 Nov. 1866, Gowanda, NY

3. Significant events for example:

, school teacher
A. Business banker, farmer

B. Civic responsibilities_ __ i dedMary Greeley Hosp. far Ames:

school board; contributed land for public library

C. Profession

4. Church membership_ . . ... ..cional

S. Sessions served_ .4 3, s 1902-.1908; HD? Srory Co.
6. Public Offices

A. Local MayOr—mAmes 1888-1890: gschool hoard

B. State

C. National GaptsA-Co,—L5L NY If; Capt/Maj. 20 US Coored Inf. ‘

7. Death__ 15 Feb. J877, _at home, Ames, Ta. Bur Ames Municipal Cem.
8. Chlldren £WO-y died young

9. Names of parents Wallace Maur Greeley: Julia Harrington; fam farmed in NY

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



reelly, (e) /7 ral/as= /7l

10.RBducation common schools

11. Degrees

12. i
Other wpplicable information_BM h., 1838: GAR Post notes says 1840

Began career as school master in NY; met future wife at teachers institute in Elicott-
ville, NY.

Entered Union Army as volunteer, rank sgt 24 Aug 1882. Became Capt. 151 NY Inf.
disch 23 Jan 18674, to accpel apt &3 CaptT—%6—HE—Gelo;ee_lnf‘__nisgh_gg Major, but preferred
to be called Capt. for rest of his life.

Came to Ames in SpiIng 18665 rsing—meney—saved from mil pay to buy farm south of
present la State U campus. (The Elwood Drive, US 30 interchange is on this farm, as is
Motels at that complex. 13ﬁEﬁ“WEﬂt‘batk-te—N&—bQAMnrty Farmed until 1876. Then became
partner in private bank; and in 1881 estab lished Union Bank, which has remained as one OI
major banks of community.

Served Ames as mayor, on school board, three terms Tep. in legislature, and
supported library and built Mary GLee&ey—Heme;ial_HaspiLal_after wife's death.

He was second cousin of Horace Greeley, famed editor.

He wasuunsuccessful tmr campgain—fer—senate in 1899.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legi i
egislators Collection compiled by volunteer:
‘ s and staff at the State Historical Societ i
y of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa
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Sources Log For Legislation Bntries

Applicability .
2 \
Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained

Stork/Clingan--Legislatrers p sessions served
Amews Weekly Tribune, Thurs 22 Feb. 1917 X death; bio
Ames, From Marsh to Modern City 1990 X bioi
Story Co. Grave markers X ref to Greeley mausoleum
Paynew, Hist Story Co. 1911 X but listed as rep
Allen, Hist Story Co.1887 X several ltems

Payne, H

Bio & Hist Mewmoir Story Co., 1890
GAR Post records

1870 Census Story Co

1900 US Census

no bio but mentions

R

indicated two ch, deceased

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



—

—

‘. AMES, JOWA, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1017
. T : o

N

ANOE
)ZE SALES
—

olling . 1iquor {l-
ling -to a story
court Monday.
& ¢olored man
He borrowed
llon of whisky.
Then he ord-
o cost of $6.256
$13.560. ..So0. it
atil finally the
Id and, he was
w place of pay-
Ived any hear-
to Nevada, At
be in jail until
+ he will have
all over again.

‘Mable’to Btart|, words the life history of Captain ideals must have commenced to form.

Greeley. It provides a subject which

IESIDENT

Union Savings
lay - afternoon

m.n conslidered
was-C.—L.~8lv-
ed for the Ino-

t.'.rl'_r.

. Stanton. i
‘el chair-
re: of the

a set of of-|

with a hearty
le of the com-

Slverly comes
ully grown up
years ogo he
nk at Kelley.
+ he went to
g in the court
roached by the
It was notice-

had been pay-|,

\-to-the young
aristic way he

{ these days I
o for you."

ed for a short
erly was in
n Mr, Greeley
come to Ames
‘st evening he

advised dg to
re was no ask-
wacome cashier
ank, there was
4 in t ind.
'm omne of "the
Ly for an inter-

came Lo the

& Mr, Slverly
or of the bank.
un.Qreeley be-
on Mr, Siverly.
8 he had car-

nir the re-
in affairs
rly.

Aln Qreeley as
Mg MAN I8 CcAr:
the stockhold-
f the people ol
Siverly knows
om A to Z. He
people .of the
¢ his SQEeEdo
i will contlnue
~th and enjoy

IMAJOR W. M GREELEY
© - IS'SUDDENLY. CALLED |

“Captain Qreeley is dead” was the.
startling word passed ' quickly  about;
the -streets of Ames -last Thursday
morning. : .
“Such an announcement ca¥ried with
it. pangs of sorrow for there was not
& man better known In the entire
‘community, than Capt. Wallace M.
Greeley as he was fo familiarly known,
He had felt indisposed as the result
of'a cold but there had been no alarm
over his condition, In fact he seemed
to . be. in better .general health than
usual and his cheery ,‘“goodl morning"
had been answered but the day be- -
fore by {hoser whom he met.on the
public_streets.

a varied territory that with his pass-,

thoughts to go with him.

It has always been considorad In
{hia community, where ha has re-
glded for 8o muny years, that his life
was an open book. To a certaln ex-
tent it was, Dut there shall never be
known the kindly service he has done
to so many people.

ance he has given Iin the past forty
years to those whom he considered as
deserving, must come from their lips.
He told not of the assistance which
he—had—glven—to- the widow and the
orphan. These are things which will
never he known,

In the last few years he had planned
for & number of improvements that

have a hospital. This was in line

eonfidence of |,

with the thought of his wife, who
: ST ’

eannnldnd® Yias b

out for the interests of the people who :
It {5 & difficult matter to express had placed thelr trust in him, hig:down on Lincoln Way. Their removal

.4 MAJOR W. M. _
will never be completed fm; there was dally lifo. for the clty needed just such
8o much to the man and his.activitles & man as mayor.
jn all channels of life_covered. such,cholce .and--that-was!Captain Greeley.

ing causes the good deeds and hlndlyievcry department of the school board,
and the state has had the benefit of

was fitting that tho day following his!

. Mr,_Greeley was|of propér. resolutions..
~the-bank-endtr—man of retirement and the assist-

i ahaband Sra Boisato Golleate

'

CAUGHT PIGGERS WHO

5 .
with the Intention of making this his:
permanent home. His diligencd on
the farm called for other activitles
and it was not long until he came to
Ames and .engaged in the banking
nusiness. It was in a little place of &
room where the first bank was estab-
.shed and the utter falthfulness of
the man, his spirit of a~square deal
to every person caused him to become
known over the entire section.” The
bank prospered and with the pros-
perity came new bulldings, and doubt-
less as Mr. Qréeley settled himself
own to the hard work of preparing,

r the time of depresslon and. looking '

Charles King and Wllllam Carr
were brought before Mayor Baker
Monday on the charge of illegally sell-
ing liquor. [The city officers had their
eye on the place where the men have
made their home and when they saw '
a.man coming from the bullding they.
geized him. He had a quart of rotten
whisky and stated he had purchased
It from the two men.

[ Thelr arrest tollowed and when they

the man to whom they had sold the
‘lignor they fessed up.

The men were colored and have
been making their home In the shack

cleans out the shack and it will now
be kept cleaned out.

There -was an Interruption in his
- I :

FOR MOBOLIZATION

gather.

Agriculture at the last meeting, an
will lead the war department to con-

for troops.

General Lincoln addressed

could be landed.
tion that Ames offer to furnish a
mobilization camp, setting forth that
here there is the adequate rallway
service, the proper drainage, sewers
and especially an abundance of good
water. In establishing such a camp
it is essential that it be ahsolutely
sanitary, stated the general. It was
- |suggested that the government be .ad-|
vised as to the conditions here and if
necessary send a committee down to
Washington to talk with the secretary
of war. The general had little use for
geeking ald of congressmen. It was
pointed out-the cadets at the college
could play an Important part and the
conditions were such _here that they l,

{

could not be Improved upon. s
GREFLEY

There was but one ground.

The committee mamed to Investl-|
gate and press the clnims of Ames is
composed of Parley Sheldon, General

his knowledge for.he was elected rep- ;L:f_:r:{. m}'l{d. M‘:j-of t&::ﬁ‘_ President

resentative from Story gounly, IL

He has served the community In

—_—
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ance he has given In the past forty
years to those whom he considered as
eserving, must come from their lips.
He told not of the assistance which
he—had-—-given-to- the widow and the
orphan. These are things which will
never be known.

In the last few years he had planned
for & number of improvements that
could not be kept from the public,
First was his ambition to see his city
have a hosapital. This was ‘in line
with the thought of his wife, who
preceded him In death a-few yeara
ago. The hospltal was bulilt, finished
completed in every detall and turned
over to the city. Tollowing thls was
the erection of the Masonlc Temple

l1which fs one of the finest bulldings

in the city. The Masons, though he
{8 not-a member of the order, have a
leasa free for the entire upper floor
for the coming ninety-nine years. The
beautiful bank bulllling also stands as
a monument to his business career In
Ames, and there are many and many
other thinga which slip the memory,
Mr. Greeley was known In Ames as
“Captain” Greeley. -In truth he was
discharged from the United States
service with the title of
preferred to be -called “ca

mer , time that ho worke
and during the school year he taught
school. Then came the call for vol-
unteer soldlers., Mr. Greeley was just
budding into manhood where he could
carry out aspirations he had made,
and he laid them aslde and went down
in Dixie land. He had entered the
service as n private and rapldly rose
from the ranks and was discharged as
A major,

At the close of the war he headed
west and came to Ames, settling on
a farm o few mlles from what Is the
present city. e worked long' hours
ond hard and. then he made the trip
back east and returned wilh his
bride. One cannot help but compare
the long llne of —automobiles  that
gerved as an escort at the funeral to
that .time when he walked the many
wdary miles, drove oxen and It took
days to send n letter back that he
was coming, llo- has lived to aco
more happerf for the country In the
last fifty years than Nad happened
In five centurles before.

“When he came to Ames be came

. . MAJOR W.’M. GREFLEY

in all channels of life _coyered.suchjcholce.and-that was!Captain Greeley.

0f_proper_resolutions.

.|to the original Horace Greeley tribe,

e

daily l[to- for the cily needed just such
A man as mayor. There was but one

He has servéd the community in
every department of the school board,
and the state has had the benefit of
his knowledge for. he was elected rep-
redentative from Story gounty. It
was fitting that the day following hls'
passing the lowa house and senate
stopped In their grind and pald a
tribute ‘to his memory by the adoption

.neﬁk'mg ald of congressmen.
o

wator. In establlshing such a camp
it Is essential that it be ahsolutely
sanitary, stated the general. It was

- | suggested that the government be ad-)

ylsed as to the conditions here and if
necessary send & committee down to
Washington to talk with the secrotary
of war. The general had little use for
It was
nted out-the cadets at the college
could play an Important part and the
cond(tions were such_here that they
could not be improved upon,
-~ The tract of land under cohsldera-T
tion for such a mobillzation camp lles
just northwest of the city. Water and
sewers” extend to the limits of. the
ground.

The committee named to Investl-!
gate and press the claims of Ames is
composed of Parley Sheldon, General
Lincoln, H, W. Stafford, Presldent
Pearson and Major Knapp.

WOODMAN WITH LITTLE
THOUGHT OF SPARING TREE

The photograph appearing with this
article shows the real Captain Greeley
a8 taken but a.few days before his!
death. He Is standing on the epst
si{de of the Union Natlonal bank. It is
a characteristic plcture of him, for
when the photographer asked him to
life his hat, there came back the reply,
“Waht for?" It s noticeable the pic-
ture Is taken as the shadows were
lenghtening that January afternoon.
So were the shadows lengthening for
Captain Greelay but little did we sus-
pect it. -

Hls passing was the way he would
have had it. He had retired Wednes-
dny night after a hearty “good night"
to thosé\|n the housgehold;: The follow-
Ing morning he did not appear at the
breakfast\table. When there was an
attempt de to call him, It was found
hls door was locked. A llttle_ later
others were called in and when the
door was forced Captaln Greeley had
passed from life, the usual cheerful
smile on his face and a contentment
appearing that ‘ean only come to those
whose mind knows no trouble.

It is sald of Mr. Greeley that he was
an ancestry of the noted editor, Hor-
ace Greeley. Back In the early days
when the men talked these things over;
it was known that the Ames Mr. Gree-
ley could trace his ancestors back

i fall,

|

|

on In which direction the tree would
WIth the tinal blow of the ax
the tree went over and smashed the
heavy wires of the Towa Telephone
company. There was such force that
seven poles were snapped off, and
the entire line to the west of Ames
wns put out of commission.

When the telephone company went
to make repairs it was night time and
(they backed two automoblle in such
a position that the lights were thrown
upon the places where they had to
work.

The damage, which Mr. Edgar set-
tled, was about $100.

ti
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| INSURANCE MEN. .
SWILL GATHER IN AMES

The Northwestern Life Insurance
company agents will hold thelr con-
vention next year in Ames, .

Such an annoucement was made at
the close of the meeting In Dubuque
the latter part of the week. The in-
vitation had been extended by Harry
lirown, Northwestern agent for this

Mr. Competine, who had seen Editor
Greecley and who was a resident of
Ames, noted the expression that both
men carrled and it was thru him the
relationship became known.

And Sunday afternoon the home was .
filled with frlends, of all stations o
life, who- had gathered to pay their
Iast homage to a man who was near
and dear to them. Rev. Hawley of
the. Congregational church, had charge
of the exerclses. Kulogles were pald
by Dean Stanton, Hon. "arley Sheldon
and Hon. Ben Edwards. The musle
wns by a trlo composed of Mesdames
Maxwell, Judlsch and Tilden, while
the floral offeringd came from all over
the country. -

The funeral cortege passed slowly
down the streets of his beloved city,
the cemetery.gates wera njar and the
hody was placed In the mausoleum be-
slde that of his wife, and there went
with the finnl services the thought of
thio heautiful life Mr. and Mrs. Greeley
had preeed hore In Ames, and the full
knowledge that long lLofore the hody
had been placed away there had been
n_rapnlon—on—{he—vthw*shurmdftf
SOFTOWS mever come.

FARE, PLEASE, S8AYS .
CONDUCTOR TO ANOTHKER
The conducters on the Interurban

now have the pleasure of of saying,
“Fare, please,” to the donductors of
the Ames & College line.

Sourco: 16 T BEPSIAAC, BOME et

terurban that no motorman, conductor,
fireman, police, or other officlal can
be carried on tho#line unless they
have on a uniform, %
The order means tho agent of the
Intorurban must walk down-to the

ust the ual% e tho rest of us
n compiled by volunteers an

(house
4 caused them to make a western tour

étafflg{’ 't'ﬁ%'gfé etﬁilévoﬁ'cha‘f §

county, and the committee qulckly
agreed that this was the proper place
for such a meeting.

At the tlme of the 1918 meeting it
is expected there will be 400 agents
who wlll come to the city nnd

]
¢ Will remaln for two or three tlny:‘\'

Mliss Carollne Rice of Boone visited

last week at the S. C. Kurtz home.

STUART WALKER'S

LITTLE THEATRE

The apearance of Stuort Walker's
Little Theater in the colege gymnuas-
lum mnext Saturday ovening, should
uttract the people of Ames to that
bullding.

Stuart Walker's Portmuntepn show
s world-wilde and has appoared only
in tho larger citles. Tho fuct that they
were—eompeled —to VACATE AN Opera
in Chicago for two weeks

for that length of time, and among
the.places selected was Ames, -

They. have been playlng In New
York to packed houses and coma to
Ames with a small admission that will
cause the peoplo to All the gymnasium.

It Is ono of the odditlea In the
thenter line and will prove to be most
tten

F. D. Edgar had no sentiment about'wl b_hi

Iaparing |
thing down.
He had pot taken Into consldera-!

pany. e Bpia: CpOtninK
ban should bring their car
avenue or they should have
chise revoked." i

He spoke of the company
Ing Lransfers, which he cla
In direct vlolation of thelr
He spoke of the Inconvenle:
people and the loss of time
to the new depot, and clai
an outrage that any compa
be permitted to work such
upon the people.

H. C. Neyens, agent of tl
ban, elated the company
fled In not running thelr «
to Duf avenue. Mr. Neyens
was a resldent of Ames an
er for the town. He based
ments that there had alway
lays when the rallway trac
cross the Northwestern and
who were employed by tha
made it o point to delay
cars., He sald the trave
would get used to the ne
and that farmers had no
to the distance after they
personally, He
Northwestern caused delays
minutes at the grade erc
speaking of the matter of
The sald that would cost th
£10,000 to bulld. one and

{Continued on page

OLD EYE SORE I
T0 BE RE

The old wooden fence b
sbulldings on Main street |
moved and in place there
conerete wall on which shal
ed a sightly fron fence.

The council had the mai
! discussion - Monday night
agreed that the twelve
should be opened In the 1
bulldings and the clity sho
a better view to the thou
galn only the lmpression
Is a dlsreputable looking
they pass on Lhe cars. »

Severnl of the bulldings
to the railway grounds and
necessary to remove them
tley will be opened from
Duff avenue and will be 1
in wldth for the entire Te
Improvement will cost the
melghborhood of §1,200 ahd
Ia to be completed during
1917, This improvement |s
lines as proposed by the No
months ngo and will be a ¢
to the people, let alone add
looks of the clty.

There are 2,88 automobl
by people In Story county
to a report just made by
retary W. 8. Allen. The re)
there are 198,587 machin
state and the tax derived )
ls .$1,679,924,

THE GARAGE MEN
ENTER COMI

Garugoe mon of Ames are )
o kick about the city hall 1
as_a _storpge garage-for-an
Thoy clulin that there are
machines stored In the s
as'de for the use of the 'fi
ment and that so many ma:
a griel Inconvenlende to 1
teer fremen when an alarm
¢l. Ono of the mutomobile
#r a pollee patrol while t
a'e slored In tho nide w,
without any regson. One o
agoe mon says | A CHED O

ome‘t‘;’/ of lowa LiBr&R? DB Wi¥es, lowa.



Wallace M. Greelev 1838 - 1917.




Chapter 12

Captain Wallace M. Greeley

aptain Greeley, founder and donor of the

original wing of the Mary Greeley Hospi-

tal, was born on a farm in Orleans County,

N.Y. in 1838. His parents were hard-work-
ing farm people. Growing up on a New York farm,
educated in the common school of his day, he early
acquired the frugal habits and earnest ambitions that
determined his direction in life.

He began his career as a school master in N.Y.
It was at Elicottville, N.Y., that he met Mary
Victoria Young when both were attending a teach-
ers institute. They were married on November 8,
1866, at Gowanda, N.Y. Young Greeley had en-
tered the Union Army as a volunteer in 1861, and
' war's end, had attained the rank of major. He

.erred, however, to be called "Captain," and was
always referred to as Captain Greeley by his asso-
ciates and friends.

When Greeley arrived in Ames in the spring of
1866, the population of our town was but a few
hundred inhabitants. Captain Greeley's capital when
he arrived in Ames, consisted of his Union Army
pay received during the four war years, which he
had religiously sent home to his father for safe-
keeping. Greeley first purchased a farm a short
distance south of the lowa State campus where they
farmed until 1876 when the Greeleys purchased the
home on the west side of Douglas at the Eleventh
Street corner. In 1882 they built the home that is
today the Adams Funeral Home.

Captain Greeley's interests drew him to the
banking business. In 1881 he founded the Union
Bank, the first corporate bank in Ames. His great
loyalty to the cause of the Union Army of 1861-
1865 is said to have been the root of his selecting
the name "Union" for his bank which has become
the present day United Bank and Trust of Ames.

Captain Wallace M. Greeley did much for the
developing city of Ames. Often his contribution was
of the less visible nature. Many a vital cause re-

xd his support at a critical moment. He was
wayor of Ames in 1888-1890. Always promoting
education, he served on the Ames School Board
and together with his wife, Mary, contributed the

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators CollectioriGompiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

original site for the Ames Public Library. He served
three terms in the Iowa Legislature, where his
knowledge and experience were highly respected.

The Greeleys lost their two children in infancy,
and when Mary Greeley's death occurred in 1914,
it became Captain Greeley's great desire to see Ames
have a hospital. On July 29, 1915, he announced
his plan to build that hospital. He relied upon ex-
pert consultants and local physicians to select the
site at Twelfth and Douglas, one that they felt of-
fered room for future expansion.

Plans for the hospital were drawn by Liebbe,
Nourse and Rasmussen of Des Moines. Bids were
opened on December 20, 1915, with the contract
going to the Arthur Newman Company of Des
Moines. the same contractor was then also building
the Collegiate Presbyterian Church near the 1.S.C.
campus. On December 29, 1915, site preparation
was begun.

On September 24, 1916, when the Mary
Greeley Memorial Hospital was dedicated, 2.000
people were said to have been present. At that
dedication, Captain Greeley spoke with feeling of
how the hospital represented the affection that Mary
Greeley held for the Ames community. "It affords
me great pleasure, more than words can express,
that I can contribute something toward the welfare
of not only those now in need, but also for those
who will be here long after we have passed away,"
he concluded.

Captain Wallace M. Greeley died on February
14, 1917, leaving much evidence of his long-held
interest in the welfare and development of our city.

Captain Greeley was a second cousin of the
famous New York editor, Horace Greeley (1811-
1872). The captain’s youngest brother, Horace A.
Greeley, was named after their famous cousin. The
younger Horace Greeley also lived in Ames for
many years, and his daughter, Blanche Greeley,
married Charles A. Wilson of Ames. Wilson was
associated with Greeley's banking business for a
time. The Wilsons later lived in Chicago.

April 28, 1986
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Chapter 13

Captain Greeley Builds a
Hospital

he following is transcribed from the tape
of a talk given Oct. 21, 1987, at a noon
luncheon for the McFarland Clinic wives,
held at Green Hills.

I have been asked to talk for twenty to twenty-
five minutes about what was going on in Ames,
and especially in the area near the hospital, the year
it was being built. Ames was still a small town with
its population something less than five thousand, in
1915 when Wallace M. Greeley announced his plans
to build a hospital for Ames.

There had been a small hospital on the college
campus since 1885. An Ames physician, Dr. David
S. Fairchild, had spent half days on campus caring
for sick students and faculty, but prior to 1916, the
town had no hospital facilities for its citizens. The
nearest hospital available to Ames people was the
Nevada Sanitarium, operated by the Seventh Day
Adventists Church at Nevada.

Mary Greeley Hospital when new.

Some Background Developments

Let's begin a little further back in the history of
the town, long before the hospital was built, I would
like to tell you just a little bit about Captain Greeley,
as well. Then I'd like to conclude with some of the
interesting goings on in Ames right while the hos-
pital was being built.

You probably know that the Mary Greeley
Hospital was built in 1915 and 1916. You probably
also know a great deal about the Mary Greeley
Hospital that is not known to me. So I am not going
to try to verge into much of the story about the
hospital itself.

The story begins in 1866. That year there were
two pioneers who came, among others, to our town.
Others will be mentioned as we go along. One of
them was Henry May. You may have heard about
him as our first school teacher. The other one was
Captain Wallace M. Greeley. Both of these men




arrived in the spring of 1866. Each had something
to do with this story.

Henry May bought the 11.5 acres of bare prai-
rie that lay between what is today ninth and thir-
teenth streets, and between Douglas and Duff Av-
enues. He paid $346.20 to Alexander and Cynthia
Duff for that land. Why did I beam in on that?
Henry May comes to mind because the Mary
Greeley Hospital is located just about where Mr.
May built his home. Henry May was an interesting
personality himself.

A highly educated man for his day, he had
been with the U.S. State Department during the
four years of the Civil War.

Henry May built the first house in the area. It
was located about where the emergency entrance to
the hospital is located today. Four years later, we
find another interesting and influential gentleman
coming to our town. I find him especially interest-

Captain Wallace M. Greeley is the man in the center wearing
the derby. Lon Hardin, editor of the Ames Evening Times, at left
and Van Chamberlain. merchant, on steps. Photo in front of
Union National Bank in 1905.

ing because he was a doctor, a recent graduate of
the University of Vermont Medical School. There
is more than just that he was a doctor that might
catch our attention. Dr. Richmond paid Henry May
$2,000 for that same 11.5 acres. including Mr. May's
home. Two years later, he had an engineer subdi-
~vide that area and added it to the town of Ames as
the Richmond Addition., That was in 1872. You
will recall that the town had been incorporated in
1870.
So you see, the Mary Greeley Hospital is lo-
‘ed in an addition to our city that was laid out by
e of our pioneer medical doctors.
The population of Ames when Henry May and
Captain Greeley arrived in 1866 was reported to
have been 100. Perhaps it was 102 after they ar-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection‘ﬁ)mpiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

rived. By 1872, it had grown rapidly to possibly six
or seven hundred. The Iowa Agricultural College
had opened its doors in the spring of 1869.

In 1872 and 1873, in two transactions, Dr. Rich
mond sold all of block 2 of the Richmond Addition
to D.A. Bigelow, a pioneer Ames merchant. D.A.
Bigelow lived in that house that May built over on
the Duff Avenue side of block 2 until he died in
1890. There, his widow continued to live for many
years.

It was in that block 2, that the Mary Greeley
Hospital was built. The large Bigelow family home
still stood on the Duff Avenue side of the block
when the original hospital was built in 1915.

Greeley never personally owned the property
before he began to plan for the hospital. Having
had the contact with the Bigelow estate, however,
he was aware of its availability in 1915. In August
of 1915, Greeley purchased the north four lots on
the Douglas side of block 2 of the Richmond Ad-
dition. Then, one year later, on September 29, 1916,
it was the same four lots that Greeley deeded to the
city of Ames, the lots on which builders had just
completed the construction of the Mary Greeley
Hospital.

Greeley's Early Years in Ames

I'd like now to say a few things about Capt.
Greeley. When he arrived in the spring of 1866, the
first thing he did was to purchase a farm. He is said
to have saved up about $3,200 from his Union Army
pay during the Civil War. He now bought 200 acres
of farm land in Sec. 16 of Washington Township.
Today, the Gateway Motel, the Green Hills Retire-
ment complex, a number of condominiums and a
part of Highway 30 interchange with Elwood Drive
are on that land. Greeley paid $10 an acre for it
back in 1866.

In thinking about events that preceded and
surrounded Greeley's ultimate plan to build and
present to the city of Ames its first hospital in 1915,
these early events seem now of interest. The pres-
ence of a pioneer doctor whose name is found on
that particular addition to the town, and Greeley's
enterprising nature that was in evidence from his
first days in the area, may be mutually indepen-
dent, but wouldn't both of those men be pleased if
they could see what had happened here since their
day?

We come to a few questions that may be of
interest. Why did Capt. Greeley build the hospital?
First, there was the death of the captain’s wife, Mary,
on next to the last day of December, 1914, at the
age of 68. Mrs. Greeley had been very much in-
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volved in the social and cultural life of the town
from its very beginnings. In Greeley's comments at
the time- of the hospital's dedication, he referred to
Mary Greeley's love for the community. Together
they had done many things for the town.

After Greeley bought that farm, he had returned
to New York where they were married. They then
had returned to live on the farm, and had remained
there until 1876. By that time. Greeley's interests
had turned to banking, so they bought the lots on
the comer of Douglas and Twelfth Street, across
from the first hospital site. In 1882, they built the
home that is now the Adams Funeral Home. It was
very much their town.

Mrs. Greeley, for example, had served on the
first library board from its founding until her death.
The Greeleys had given the lots for the original
library building. As another example of Mrs.
Greeley's interests, I have here a program, a musi-
cal for which Mrs. Greeley was hostess in their
home. Notice that she played two piano selections
on the occasion. I'm sure that the captain relived
the events of his wife's life in Ames as he pondered
ways to honor the memory.

Add to that background, the fact that Ames
had no hospital. The captain would have been aware,
from his personal experience, of the need for a
hospital in the growing community of Ames. The
Greeleys had lost their only two children in in-
fancy, and this may have added to his thoughts. His
options would have been many because he was
probably the wealthiest man in Ames in those days.
I think he was in close touch with the handful of
doctors then in Ames who, likely, would have
pointed out to him the far-reaching influence that
the gift of a hospital would have on the Ames com-
munity.

We had about ten medical doctors in Ames in
1915. In addition, we had two osteopathic doctors.
This brings us to another question. How was the
hospital site selected back there in 1915? Here, we
learn something about Captain Greeley. He brought
a man out from Chicago by the name of Dr. Gilmore,
a medical specialist who had become nationally
known as a consultant in the design and construc-
tion of hospitals.

In July of 1915, Dr. Gilmore spent a day or
two in Ames, conferring with the Ames doctors
that were here, looking over possible sites and dis-
cussing design plans. Among the doctors involved
in those talks were Greeley's own physician Dr.
C.A. Aplin, Dr. Earl Bush. Dr. Ben Budge and Dr.
Henry M. Templeton, who was our family doctor
when I was born. Dr. Templeton, according to his
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Marv Victoria Greeley, 1847 - 1914.

grandson, had had little formal medical education.
He had completed a correspondence course in medi-
cine through the University of Kentucky and had
developed his skills as an apprentice. There was
Earl Rice, whose brother was Tom Rice a promi-
nent Ames dentist. Drs. David and Jenny Ghrist
were a man and wife partnership; both were medi-
cal doctors. Dr. Charles Tilden was a college phy-
sician from 1907 until the end of W.W. 1. Osteo-
pathic physicians here in 1915 included Dr. Proctor
and Dr. Bertha Roberts. I can believe that all of
these people were in on the discussions about the
plans for the proposed hospital.

In the Tribune of July 29, 1915, it was re-
ported that the Ames doctors, after conferring with
Dr. Gilmore, were recommending to Capt. Greeley
that he choose as a site for the hospital the lots
available between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets on
the east side of Douglas. Among the advantages of
that site was that it would provide the opportunity
for future expansion. '

In that same news article, it was reported that
Greeley had rejected an offer of the contribution of
a site from other parties. "I will have no partners,
this project is to be entirely mine," were his words.
As already pointed out, Greeley did purchase the
lots in question a few days later, in August of 1915.
On the 29th of December of 1915, it was announced
that Greeley had signed the contract for the con-
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struction of the Mary Greeley Hospital. The C.A.
Newman Company of Des Moines won the bid.
The same contracting firm was right then building
the Collegiate Presbyterian Church here in Ames.

The dedication was held on Sept. 24, 1916,
with two thousand people reported present.

Ames Experienced Great Progress in
1915-1916

I would like to now go to a few of the ways in
which Ames was progressing at this same time. Six
months earlier, Captain Greeley had signed the
contract for the construction of the Masonic build-
ing at the corner of Douglas and Fifth Street. The
building is now known as the Octagon Art Center.
The Sheldon-Munn Hotel was then under construc-
tion, another major facility for our town. Parley
Sheldon, Greeley's banking competitor and another
major Ames benefactor of that day, was a major
participant in that project.

Sheldon and Greeley had been banking and
political competitors through the years, but always

= cooperative when it came to the welfare of

.es. I like to think that with Sheldon building his
beautiful new hotel, Greeley might well have been
motivated by his competitive spirit to choose a
hospital 1o bear the Greeley name.
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On August 6, 1915, Ames had celebrated the
laying of the comnerstone for a new city hall at
Kellogg and Fifth, another visible advance in the
annals of our city.

The city-owned light plant, that had been the
subject of considerable controversy for several years,
was being greatly enlarged. The Tribune of August
11, 1915, used the word "spectacular” in describing
that project. A new interurban depot, to be built
where the 1.S.U. Credit Union is located today, was
just then announced.

Right close to the new hospital site, the first
airplane landed at Ames. It was a dramatic event.
It was in June of 1915 when a pusher-type plane
made an emergency landing in an oat field near the
comer of Thirteenth and Duff. Being not yet five
years old, I was possibly more impressed with the
ice cream wagon than that plane.

In 1915, Ames had only two paved streets. Main
Street had been paved in 1910, and Grand Avenue,
as far north as Ninth, was paved in 1911. The Au-
gust 25, 1915, Tribune described Fifth Street: "Fifth
Street between Kellogg and Burnett is being im-
proved. The mud puddle on Fifth Street was im-
proved this week when the hitching racks between
Kellogg and Burnett were taken out and the street
was graded and cleaned. The racks will be put up
again at the end of Bumett just off Main Street."
That improvement was brought about as a result of
the Tribune’s campaign for a "decent hitching place
where the women from the country would not have
to wade ankle deep in mud and filth in order to
hitch their teams."

Ames had come a long way, it was then mak-
ing major moves in the process of becoming a mod-
ern city. Very few time periods in the annals of
Ames history have equalled the 1915-1916 years.

The city council was discussing paving. There
were some protest meetings. Some liked the quiet
dirt streets; others wanted to make sure that their
street was to be included in any paving project.
Finally, on December 29, 1915, the city council
voted to pave about six miles of the residential
streets located north of Main Street. That included
all of the north-south streets as far north as Thir-
teenth. (That decision came the same week that
Greeley contracted for the new hospital.) That
project included Duff, Douglas, Kellogg, Burnett,
Clark, Wilson, Grand and Hodge. The result was
that the Mary Greeley Hospital was on a paved
street by the summer of 1917.

One more event of 1915 must be noted. On
March 16, 1915, the Tribune announced the orga-
nization of the Ames Woman's Club. What that
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meant for the future of the Ames community is
obvious.

Now, it so happened that about the first project
undertaken by the Ames Woman's Club was to raise
the money to put a drinking fountain on Main Street.
One of the bank comers at Douglas and Main was
being discussed as a possible location. With
Greeley's bank on the northwest corner and
Sheldon's bank on the northeast corner, it was logi-
cal that these two men might be contacted. Mrs.
Frank Linebaugh was chairman of the proposed
project. When she discussed it with her husband,
who was then the gas company manager, he volun-
teered to see what those two bankers might be
willing to contribute.

The cost of the drinking fountain was estimated
to be fifty dollars. Linebaugh knew Greeley well,
so when the bank opened the next morning he
approached the captain at his desk. He explained
that he thought that each of the two bankers might
contribute twenty-five dollars. "Which corner will
they put it on?," the captain asked. Linebaugh was
ready with an answer. "They talk of putting it over
in front of the Story County Bank," he replied. That
was Sheldon's bank.

The captain opened his check book, took his
pen and told Linebaugh to leave Sheldon "out of
it." "Put it over here!," he said as he handed his
check for the fifty dollars to Linebaugh. That ig
how the first drinking fountain on Main Street was
placed on the Union National Bank corner. As the
story goes, Sheldon was not consulted. While I can't
document that story, that is how I heard it. Many
will recall that the drinking fountain remained on
Greeley's corner for many years,

In closing, here is a short quote from Captain
Wallace M. Greeley's address at the time of the
dedication of the Mary Greeley Hospital on Sep-
tember 24, 1916:

"It affords me great pleasure, more than
words can express, that I can contribute some-
thing toward the welfare, of not only those
now in need, but also for those who will be
here long after we have passed away."

Those were Captain Wallace M. Greeley's feel-

ings over seventy years ago. ’

(Capt. Greeley died the moming of Feb. 14,
1917.)

Ocrober 21, 1987

lowa Sanitarium. built in 1909 at Nevada. was operated by Seventh Day Adventists. A 40 bed facility, it offered the nearest hospital
services to Ames people until Mary Greeley Hospital was built. Emphasis was on disease prevention and health maintenance. It
burned on January 30, 1943. Seven years later a county hospital was built in Nevada.

50






