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sistent memi.Jer of the P resbyterian church and contributes to the support of its 
work. His determination and sound judgment enable him to accomplish what he 
under takes and his sterling integrity and willingness to do a kindness for another 
insure him of the respect and liking of his fellows. 

JERRY M. WILSON. 

Jerry M. Wilson, who was born in Canaan, Indiana, July 16, 1842, was killed 
by lightn ing on the 25th of June, 1910, while a resident of Madison county. His 
father, Robert ·wilson, was born on a plantation in Kentucky in r8o3. Followin"' 

0 
his marriage he liberated his slave:s and went to Indiana, where he took up his 
abode about 1835, residing there upon a fa rm which he owned. In 1844, however 
he came to Iowa, settling in Jefferson county, and in 1852 he made his way t~ 
\.Yinterset and soon afterward took up his abode upon .a farm in Lincoln town­
ship, Madison county. There he entered into partnership with l\L Danner for the 
operation of a sawmi ll on ::Vliddle river and in 1857 he removed to Adair county, 
where he owned land and engaged in farming until his death in r869. His wife, 
who bore the maiden name of Catherim Salyers, was born in Kentucky in r8os 
and died in 1890. They were married in their native state. 

Jerry l\1. \Ni lson \vas the eighth in order of birth in his fat her's fami ly. He 
attended a school taught by William Kivett, one of the earliest settlers of Madi­
son county, the schoolhouse being located on land which Mr. \Vilson afterward 
owned. J. J. Hutchings was one of his teachers. He started out in the business 
world as a farm boy and was employed at farm labor and in a sawmill until the 
time of his enlistment for service in the Civil war. In r862 he joined Company 
I of the Fourth Iowa .Cavalry, and lost the forefinger on his left hand through 
dropping a loaded revolver which was accidentally discha rged. After the war 
he returned to his home and during the succeeding winter again attended the 
district school, then taught by Octavia Lee. The following spring he started 
.with ox teams and provisions for Pike's Peak and after disposing of the p rovi­
sions he engaged in hauling logs to a sawmill and then in hauling lumber into 
Denver. He remained in that country, however, for but a short time. On the 
trips west and back he had to watch all of his stuff at night for fear of Indian 
raids. The white men t raveled in large companies so as to protect themselves 
against the Indians. 

At length ~Ir. \Vilson returned home and the next spring began breaking 
prairie with ox teams fo r \Villiam Early. He led a most busy and active life and 
was willing to do any work that would yield him an honest living. At length he 
became the owner of some land which he fenced and built thereon a home. He 
continued breaking prairie and in the winter of 1868-9 hauled logs for James 
Bush from the sawmill on Middle river. He earned seven dollars per acre at 
breaking one hundred acres of brush land for Mr. Bush, and three dollars per 
acre for breaking prairie and in this way secured the money ·which enabled him 
to continue the improvement of his own farm. For many years he lived in 
Adair county and carried on genera l agricultural pursuits, bringing hi.s land under 
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a high state of cultivation and adding to it many modern improvements. He 
became the largest cattle feeder of his community and always raised good stock. 
}!e was a lso a stockholder, one of the directors and one of the first presidents of 
the Macksburg National Bank. In business affairs he displayed sound judgment 
and unfaltering enterprise, formulated his plans carefully and carried them for­
ward to successful completion. As his financial resources increased he kept add­
ing to his property until at one time he was the owner of thirteen hundred acres 
of land in Adair and :.VIadison coun ties. He bc<;ame one of the heaviest stock­
holders in the Winterset, Creston & Des l\!Ioines Railroad and after the company 
disbanded he was influential in effecting its reorganization. Of the first company 
he was the president' and at the time of his death he was vice president of the 
new organization, c.a!led the Creston, Winterset & Des j\foines Railroad. The 
Wilson family is largely responsible for the fact that a railroad has been extended 
into Macksburg. _. ~ 

In r869 Mr. 'Wilson was united in marriage to l\Iiss Laura i\L Darby, who 
was born in Holmes coun ty, Ohio, Januar y 3, 1843, a daughter o f John E . and 
Lucy A. (Tuttle ) Darby, both of whom we re natives of ~ew York. The former 
was born at Catskill in r8rs and died in r89o, while the mother, who was bo rn at 
Rochester, New York, in r82 1, passed away in r8.+9· In his boyhood days i\Ir. 
Darby went to Ohio and afterward engaged in teaching school there. They lived 
in Holmes county when that ,,·as a new country and he became principal o f the 

ols of Berlin. Attracted by the oppor tunities of the growing west, he came 
t .. aland to Winterset in 1855 and was employed as a teacher in the schools of 
the town, he and his daughter Almira both teaching in an unfinished building 
here. In r8s6 he removed with his fam ily to Cedar Creek in Union township, 
where he purchased land and engaged in farming. About r8s8 he removed to 
Penn township, where he entered land on section r6. At once he began to improve 
and develop that property and continued to reside there until his death. He was 
a member of the .\Iethoclist Episcopal church and took a most active and helpful 
part in its work. He became a preacher of the denomination and rode the circuit 
when Adair county was a mission d istrict. Later he actively entered the ministry 
and for two years had charge of a church at Adel and for t wo years at De Soto 
but still maintained his residence upon his farm in Penn townsh ip. In politics 
he was very active as a stalwart r epublican and was known as the "old war horse'' 
in his district. In the early days he was an ardent aboli t ionist and his home 
was a station on the memorable underground ra ilroad, o\·er which many a runawav 
slave was t ransported to freedom in the north. While living in Ohio he held 
membership in the Masonic lodge but did not become identified with the craft 
in Iowa. Having lost his fi rst wife, he married again in O hio. 

:\Irs. W ilson was the third of the six children in the Darby family. She did 
not come to Iowa with her father and the other children but reached this state 
in 186o. She became a teacher in the early schools of the county and for ten 
years continued teaching, following that work even after her marriage. Both 
Mr. and J\1 rs. \Vilson have alwavs taken the keenest interest in the schools and 
their work in behalf of educatio~ has been far-reaching and beneficial. To them 
were born fiye child ren, as follows : Eugene . "·ho is cashier of the First 1\ational 
n . ,,k of \\'interset ;J.nd the present mayor of the tO '.\·n; Sibyl, th e wife of E. B . 

. rsh, of (;rand Ri,·er tO\\'n ship. by \\'hom she ha~ fi\·e children; Clarence, an 
Vol I!- 1 
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agriculturist of Adair counfy, who is married and has three children; Alice, who 
died in infancy; and Mamie, who owns the old home. 

In his political views Mr. Wilson was an earnest advocate of republican 
principles, active in the work of the party, and in 1899 he was elected from Adair 
county as representative of the district in the state legislature. He was a very 
progressive man, interested in the welfare and development of the community, 
and his cooperation could always be counted upon to further plans and projects 
for the public good. He became a member of the Methodist Episcopal church in 
1895· He had previously given the land upon which the church edifice was erected 
and he served as church steward. He also held local political offices, acting as 
township trustee, as assessor and as a member of the county board of supervisors 
for six years. While returning to his home from Macksburg he was struck by 
lightning and his life was thus ended. He had a wide acquaintance and all who 
knew him recognized in him the possession of many sterling traits of heart and 
mind. Wherever he was known he was held in high esteem and most of all 
where he was best known, and his many good qualities endeared him to those 
with whom he came in contact. 

CLARENCE R. GREEN. 

The pos1t10n of county auditor demands a man of business ability and un­
questioned integrity and Clarence R. Green, the present incumbent of the office, 
is proving himself an admirable man for the place. He was born in Jewell county, 
Kansas, on the 12th of December, 1885, of the marriage of Ellyson and Lida 
(Boulton) Green. The father was born ih West Virginia, but while still an 
infant was taken by his parents to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Later the fami ly 
removed to Kewanee, Illinois, where he grew to manhood. His father was a 
cabinetmaker by trade. When eighteen years of age Ellyson Green went still far­
ther west, settling in Jewell county, Kansas, where he was identified with agri­
cultural interests until 1903. He then removed to this county and farmed for a 
year, after which he went to Shenandoah, Iowa, and entered the fire insurance 
business. He remained there for a year and then retuSYd to \i'\Tinterset, where he 
is conducting business along the same line. His wife was born in Louisa county, 
Iowa, and is also still living. ·" .... 

Clarence R. Green is the oldest in a family of four child;en and his education 
was that afforded by the district and high schools of Kansas. After his arrival 
in Iowa he served a five years' apprenticeship to the carpenter's trade and later 
worked at carpentering for a number of years. In 1910 he was made deputy 
county auditor under T. M. Scott and in 1912 was elected auditor on the repub­
lican t icket. He took office the 1st of January, 1913, and at the November election 
in 1914 his record was indorsed by reelection. He is methodical and accurate 
and is prompt in the discharge of his important duties. 

Mr. Green married Miss Mary Newlon, a native of this county and a daugh­
ter of W. C. and Lydia (Philbrick) Newlon. Her father is deceased but her 
mother survives. To Mr. and Mrs. Green has been born a son, Willard~. 
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Vacation Bible School held at Zion with Heb­
-on attending, from May 26th to May 30th. Hebron 
:u1 1ed _the refreshments. 

June 8, 1975, there was one baptism, the son of 
~r. and Mrs. Craig Tracy. 

June 15, 1975, a union service held at the Ori­
ent Church. 

July 27, 1975, a combined service with youth 
a.t the Orient Church. 

August 24, 1975, Rev. Ray Boulter began serv­
ing as our pastor, replacing Larry Webb. 

October 5, 1975, annual Homecoming services 
for the 50th celebration. The Women's Fellowship 
served tea following the afternoon program. Dedi­
cation of memorial gifts and church furnishings 
was given during the morning worship service. 
They were as follows: 

Two silver nut and mint compotes given in 
memory of Lloyd Lynn; kitchen carpeting given in 
memory of Jesse Coulter, Milton Linthicum, Mable 
Haydon, and Annabel James; choir lights given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Glen Weaver to replace the ones given 
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Orin Kerns; altar 
cloths, two chair trucks, tea table, two Junior Sun­
day School tables, twelve youth chairs, Junior Sun­
d: ~chool worship center drape, and book for 
salH.-LUary placement given in memory of Roy and 
Annabel James, Freid a Kries, Carl Peck, and Pat­
rick McKinney; sanctuary clock, two children's 
Living Bibles, given in memory of Patrick McKin­
ney; and eternal candle given in memory of Mrs. 
Shirley Moore. 

Three members, Clarence and Isobelle Gris­
wold and Jennie Evans, had their memberships 
transferred from the church roll. 

In October a Young People's Group from the 
6th grade down was organized. A membership class. 
was begun and a Junior and ~enior High Youth 
Group was organized. A Senior Sunday School 
class was begun. 

Also in October the church trustees notified 
the church members the amount of $14,800 was r~ 
ceived from the estate of Clair Gibson. This was the 
first time in the history of the church that a sizable 
inheritance had been r eceived. 

Deaths for the year were four members. 
No marriages were performed. 

The church is still active with an average of 
3 .ch Sunday and a membership of 100 members. 
Approximately 50 of these are active. 

5 

653 

UNION TOWNSHIP WILSON CHAPEL 

The Wilson Chapel M. E. Church was built in 
the autumn of 1894 in Section 18 of Union Town­
ship on land owned by Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Wilson. 
The cemetery was to the south side of ~e church. 
The location of the church site is still there, marked 
by evergreens with the graves of Mamie Wilson 
Walker's parents and brothers. 

The structure of the church buildin'g was ex­
cellent. The seats were of oak and there was an 
organ. There was no basement. A pot-bellied stove 
was fueled by neighbors free of charge. 

Rev. Woodward served this church as long as 
he was at Orient. At that time there were no cars, 
so people walked or drove horses. Some of the fam­
ilies attending were: Wilsons, Myans, Levikes, SU­
verthornes, Luers, Herrens, Kings, Courters, Cas­
kes, Marshs, Evans, Pences, Leavitts and Linthi-
cums. ~ 

The services were discontinued around 1920. 
About 1922 the church was sold to Wilmer Keith, 
who used it to build a barn on the farm oWRed by 
Harold Kindred. The Walker land is now owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Green, who farm around the 
cemetery location. 

ZION ZIPPERS 4-H IDSTORY 

The Zion Zippers 4-H Club of Union Township 
was organized in June of 1927, with Mrs. Birdie 
Gibson as leader. Their first project was home 
furnishings. Forty-three girls enrolled in the club. 
Coyla Rumen was chosen as best soloist from 1500 
girls at State Convention in the year 1928, and 
Maxine James was the best harmonica player. Coy-
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JOURNAL OF _THE HOUSE. 

ticed law at Sabula, Iowa, up to February, 1904 , when he removed to 
Seattle, Washington, retired. 

Mr. Heberling was married shortly after the close of the war to 
Miss Mary Todd and three children were born to them. Of these, 
Dwight, living at Seattle, alone survives, a pair of twins dying· in 
infancy. Mrs. Heberling passed away twelve years ago. Besides the 
one son there are three grandchildren living at ·seattle, four siste~s 

and two brothers. The latter are Mrs. Mary Osborn, of California; 
Mrs. Hiram Coleman of Tekamah, Neb.; Mies. Ch~rlotte Heberling· of 
Ardmore, South Dakota; Mrs. Willard Ellison of Iowa City; J. M. Heb­
erling of Seattle, Washington, and Capt. H. S. Heberling of this city. 

Deceased when a resident of Sabula, was possessed of many qual­
ities which built for him a strong circle of friends. His nature was 
an optimistic and charitable one, and in eve1·y mov.ent for- the 
betterment of civic conditions, he was one of the flrsfto the front. 
The beautiful city fish ponds, now the source of much delight to 
visitor and resident alike, ~were the creation of Mr. Heberllng, and 
for several years were maintaln_ed at his persenal expense. Since his 
departure from Sabula six years ago, it has been a longing desire 
with him to return to his old home town, but love for the family of 
h·is son, with whom he made his home, kept him in the co3:st city. 
Therefore be it 

Resolved, That we extend to his bereaved family our sincere sym­
pathy in this, their hour of sadness and sorrow; and 

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered in the Journal of the 
House and that an engrossed copy be presented to the family of the · 
deceased, by the Chief Clerk. 

........... 
\ , 

Adopted. \'--' 
.• 

\ . 

J. W. ELLIS, 
S. H . BAUMAN, 
W. M'. BYEBLY, 

HON. JERRY M. WILSON. 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER- Your committee appointed to draft and present resolu· 
tions commemorative of the life, character and publi_c service of the Hon. 
Jerry M. Wilson, late a member of the House of Representatives in the 
Twenty-eighth General Assembly, beg leave to submit the following as 
their report: 

Jerry M. Wilson w•as born in Canaen, Indiana, July 16, 1842, and came 
to Jefferson County, Iowa, with his parents when sixteen months old. 
He settled in Union township, Adair county, in 1853, where his home con­
tinued to be until the time of his death. He left a wif~ Laura Darby Wil­
son, and two sons and two daughters: Mrs. Elmer M!MSh, Eugene, Clarence 
and Mamie. 

Mr. Wilson served in the civil war In Company I , of t~-tth Io·,,a Cav­
alry, September 24, 1862, and was honorably discharged June 17. 1885. He 
was a member of the Masonic order and a member of the Methodist church. 

He served as a member of the Board of Supervisors of Adair county 
for six years, being elected in 1890. !Ie was elected as a republlca1:1 mem-

( 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Individual Record 

Jeremiah H. Or M. WILSON (AFN: QBCP-LK) 
Sex:M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 16 Jul 1842 

Canaan, Ripley, In 
Death: 25 Jan 1910 

, Madison, Ia 

Parents 
Father: Robert WILSON (AFN: QBCL-63) 
Mother: Catherine SALYERS (AFN: QBCL-78) 

Marriage(s) 
Spouse: Laura M. DARBY (AFN: QBCP-MQ) 

Marriage: 1869 

Submitter(s) 
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Ancestral File is a collection of genealogical information taken from Pedigree Charts and Family Group 
Records submitted to the Family History Department since 1978. The information has not been verified 
against any official records. Since the information in Ancestral File is contributed, it is the responsibility of 
those who use the file to verify its accuracy. 

Please Note 
Names and address of submitters to Ancestral File and those who have a research interest are provided to 
help in the coordination of research. The use of this information for any other purpose, including commercial 
use, is strictly prohibited. 
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910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 
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l'h.tmL': Jeremiah M Wilson 

Age in 1910: 67 

.~stimated Birth abt1843 

Y('ar: 

Bhthplacc: Indiana 

Relation to Ilc<'d Head 

of House: 

Father's Birth Kentucky 

Place: 

Mother's Birth Kentucky 

Place: 

Spous ''s Name: Laura 

Horn\.' in 1C)10: Union, Adair, Iowa 

Marital Status: Married 

Rnee: White 

Gender: Male 
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