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,JJ'. n:nl .\lr!l, S<•IT,y fl!·;,m~ of ~~~­
r·villt•. joaJIC'llt t hl· Wl•cl.; •·nd ut t }H.' 
lP of .:\lr. an1l .:\Irs. Carl SchrH·id~ 

;l'IIIXt' B. Ov•«'n who is l'lllplowd 
·~ hrakf'mnn on the railroad · n~ 
t DodgC'., j:~cnt a part of la!lt 
k ;--~~is .home here·. 

·--· --~- ~- ~ ~ .. ~.~ .. -~ -·.,.~··4"'" 

THOMAS A. WAY, 85, 
fORMER -ELLI·NGTON 

TOWNSHIP MAN, UIES 
t-'r~. Jl•rnar1·l Co11ins and David 
!t•d at the home· of Mr. and .Mt':'-1, . k. :\lalek, jr., 1\-londay of the p~i:;;t : · . 

:ex Wheat Germ oil for your !'ows Thomas A. Way; retin•d r<>publf-
boars. Bigg('r litters. Its results can .lender in Iowa, died Frida\· at 

rantt•ecl, why not? Get litcrntm<• his home in Glet~dale·, Cali'f., c:~fter 
·. Bl·twckner's Drug Store. tl-1 !l a yPar's illn<!s:,:,. 

[r. a!'d Mrs. O=-car Roe of Pho.:>- :vtr. Way !'<'I'VPd in 'th!.' tw(•ntv-
Arrz. ~rwnt Fridav aft<•rnnc•r eiJ!hth gl•nt•hd assembly of· Iow~l in 
night with Mr; ~md .Mr~. c, 0. U100 u:o~· r<•presentativt• from HHn-
The men arP brothers. cock county .. He managed AlbPrt B. 

, . Cummins' suC<·<•ssful <·ampaign · for 
av<.•.grain a!ld s~pple!"lenL-F(·e1! g-o\'ernor iu 1~11.11 and during tlH· 
s Hog. Specrnl. (.Jve 1t. to brood S(•v<:'n years incun1Len<"y nf ('uln­
.; t~H), Sct• the difff.•n•net'. Sold min~ as g-overnor was pi'Olilint•nt in 
mon(~:v buek guarant(~e. Ht·tH•('k- Iowa official eir<"lt>~. 
:'! Drug- Stort>. . · !1-l!ij·, ln lHao· he was m~mag-cr of the 

;:;;r .. ;;n;i· ·i:~. '~!·.~;.~:- '<;·;,;:;;,.!·.~ .~·,j,;;.~;::,j I''.\·;;,! 
t!H' bridal tahlr·. ~li~:o Puuli1w :.\h·FHr·j for· t: 
land .()f J),.:; :\lniu•·~. r··~.d>'tl.·n·d th1• .t·tta 
C'tW~t!l 11t lilt! rn·t•fJtion. )li~l' B••tt-y I Fran• 
Kil·l\pat!'iek. a('t·ompani,•d l.y (;w.·n· I !wrgo, 
dolyn lltwlund·;_" ·~I Ill.:'· "A lwap" bt'· oth,\' 
t\\'een th(' <'nt'if~c!"'.; 'f'hl• wuill't'~H·~ att ~and, 
-the n•('(~Jition \Vt•l't• 1J"an )lt•)luhou, La<'t·~ 
.J:llwll(• Jv~.·r=-on: \'id:111 \\'(•ith a11d ll<•rni 
:'~Irs . .:\l.aul'ic<' ::'llunav. \'an l 
. 'ifh<• <•ouplt• plan ' to makt• tht•ir· l:lricl 
h(mw ii1 :\la!<on Cit\' afu•r th<!\' n·-
turn from a two '''el•k:-:' hn1W\'t;1oon. ROLl 
Tht•y will spend one \\'(•t"k in' a cot-
tagol' in Clear Lak<' nne! thl• s!'cnnd 
\\'N•k in the Oz:uk i11ountai'ns. c.;a 
~ Out-of-tm\·n g-ue~ts included ::'llr.- an H 
m1tl :\Irs. Carl FaulRtiteh. :\h:. and <•ll•ct 1 
!\Irs. T. J . .:\lurray of )l<~~on City: ety 1 
:\.lr. and :\Irs.· .:\latlrice ::'IJu~·my of' mi1gon 
Klt•mnw; :\It·. and ;\~1'!'. Elvm Lac- from 
_kn1·p of Hudd: Lt. :\Iary (;N•p<•l who et•s!-i. 
l't'<'t•ntlv l'<'turm•d fri\m Fran<·«> and fir<·!l 
:\Jr. 1111;1 l\lr·s. Ht•nry Huns nf \\'odl•n: !->park 

Grandma Jurgens Has 
90th Birthday; Relatives, 

Friend-s Help Celebrate 

('(llllil 

nl5o 1 
grain 
not I 

· · (;:unpaign whkh. c.ulminitted in tht.• 
r. and :\Irs. Fn~d Moland<·r· ar- el1•~·!iou vi Sl·nutor Dan W. Turner 
d. ]~tst W(~l·k from San Fnt!l('j..;. as g'O\'(;!'nO!' of Iowa .. F'r·om. 1 n:n 
Cnhf., whPr~· _l\Ir·. MolalldPr ha.~ to ·:J !l:l!i, \\'ay was <"hairman of th<.' Sp •. •dal to Gar·n··r f.Nul<'r a·n•l Signal-
! <·Tllfllo\·t·tl "' <l"f •r1 ,.. k f t · h · L':mnwhn~(;randma .Jur'•t·n~ t'f'l<'-. . · . ' l sp .o.r · ~r t<-tatt- r11go way eomiuis:-:ion. · ... #". 

t• tum:. Th<·y J>lHn t1j make th1:tr Borr.1 in .'\ld>onou~-th ('inmtV· ·llli- bt·att•d h<•t· .UOth hirtlHiny Sunday. 
c here. - ..... _ _ noi!>, in 1 ~f.iO, \\'a'' <':llll" ., t<; •111111 __ Ht;r children. ·gt·:wdchildrcn, other 

• .. -' · ' n·lati·\'i:•s und fri£'nd:; !-ip<'nt _tll<' clay Yi, 
l's· .. ~ A"n<.'"'· .'-'t'rl'lll<'r ·,1-.n,·l 1Tcr1l'Y en('J~ comity itvp \,;<·ar!-1 ·lat<•r .. lo- } ('.11l1'f , "' .-. ·~ • with lwr ut hc•t·· 1ornc in Kanawhn. 
'OI•d<•r·, jr., uri~ e.XJH:f;tPd .. honw eating- 'in Ellington town!'hip. · · She came to Ana~rit:u f1·om Gm·- by ,JI 
1 Califor·nia _this wc·('k. Tlrt·y to1ik lfp was <'clucated_ in the public nutn\' whl·n 15 v<•nt·s old and liv('(l d~l\'- c 
fon!r'~ hrothPI', ('pl~ Hnm.an ~chools of Jlanco(·k county and a ht <:hicagn whcr:p l")W wll!l mtll'l'i('(l A. hi 

ne was honw on fuloug-h. bu!-lin<'!;s · · ('ollel.('t• in · Minneupoli\il·: to Ht•nrv Jur·goc·ns. Th<•v made th<·ii· Bohr 
; t · ... amp at Snr'1t:i A,na. .;\linn. Ili.s fath(•r :<Pr\·ed as .c•oun- h<inw in' Chictig"c~ for a 'tinH•. -sl'V<•n Ho 

ty 1-IIIJ.WI'intPndt>nt of !'l<'hooh-1 nnd wal' <·hildn•n W<•n• hell 11 to thi•m, four firwd 
r. and ;\It·~. Fr<·11 Patro l<•ft a hank<•r· and la.nd · a~c·nt at Britt. of wh<)m 111•1, living-. nanu·ly ;\lr·s. tic·c• ; 
sday fot• ){olin, N. D .. to Rp<•nd 

1 
\\'ay t•ngai.:'Pd <•arly in his fathc•r's S:lm l\1illc•r hf Grnnvill<•, N. D., Mrs. fnih 11 

e<·k or tW<) with tiH•ir >'on-itl-ltnv <•ntPrprist•s, goa·ining <'XJH~riencP · for \\·m.- Lindt•mnn of p('Jl:lrt. 1\Jr~. Ed .. Jllllro 
dnughtet·, )Jr. ntH! Mr~. ·Gt·org«t hi:l awn .buint'l'!-i Cl\-r\''.'1', ,With E .. P. Rt'ikcri~ .Qf .Uclmon<.l, und Fred Jur~ milt';-; 

Mil. The Pat-roM fot·m<~dy· re:-:id- IIPaly h1' l'lrgnniu·cl tlw Comm<'rcil!! 
tl Holla. StutP lmuk at. Britt in 1 HfW. Ht• gens of Kunnwhn. · 

i;c·rv1•d_ as ·pn·:-:id<,nt of the We:-:l!·y Two birthday cnk<'s were mad<• I Celt 
1', alii) !\-lr·s. G. n. Kirchner Hllll St t I I ' 1 IJ()'' I ] ''04 . hv 1\lrs. Ida Whitmlln, who mnk<•il J 
ht (' J f S 1 f ' a ~" '" 11 ' 1 n • ·• anc •' · h(·.,. honl·<· \\'l'tll .M 1'!', ,J ur•..-.n!i, Mun". ; ~ er, .JWl'll, P t atun av or Aetiv1·. in thP orl.('nnization of nr- "''" 1 ·' 

1 City, whl'l'l' the claughll'l' will · · v:ift~, hou(jtJ('ts und c. a r 1 !:! W('re 
r tht· ~tntt• urliv.·r:-:it\:. .:\tr. an1l raJ tiHI<'rwndent t<•lephonp compnni<'!<., brought to h<'r. _ 
' K I. J'<•hn"r.-- \\'(_•rtt r,1.1 t,,· Lon·c\ Tr.l•.n \\' ay waR f()r many y<•nr·s p.re:-:id<~nt Th . -. t .. . ~ . ... ' " of th<' \\T<•sl<'rn EIPctric 'T(')E:'phone OS<' comtng". · 0 ('llJOY l<' O<'l'll· Gt· 

<)th<.•r points for _a. WP<·k'!-i visit. ('o., _rPsiding in both Britt and 1\fn- :-:ion WN<' Mr. anti :\Jr!l. Wt _J1ind<'- fin!!d 

I> B . . Ch' c,·ort .<'.l't>·· . Ht•. lat".r· <'r"!tnl'z_,:l tht•. ma.n of D(•Jiart, 1\lr .. and Mrs: Ed in J·a "· eattli.• Wl'nt to · · lCHl!" '' " ,... ...u H k~ I t hI I f B I 
1 · b · · f h' Mason Cit." Mort .. a•r<.• & Loan Co. - ('I" liH_ nnt wo -<' 1-- 1 I'<'Tl 0 - <• • -ing, 
< ny on a uymgo tr1p or IS . ·' ,.. "" mond, Mr. and Mrs. Fn•d .Jurgo!!ns day 
lblt• ~tore and. w:ll. returit todtiY wtth S. A. Schneidl'r, a former· Gar- of Kanawha: Alfl'('(f Lindt•nHm al'ld Sht•;.1· 
·dne!'day). WhHe ht~ was .gooc.. ner hoy, and' Truman A. Po.tter. He l\1 T 1 1\1 11 f w 1 1 
Inn .Dnllanluwh of the Bntt w11s nctiv<' in securing· the cement . I'll. <•c 1• ot• <'I' 0 · · at<•r 00• _.t. ttUIIp( 
1bh•--- st()rc ·e:>pl•t'ntcd tht• ·· -store industry· thc>rf'; -~-- -- ------ ---··----C--~- _anrL.Mrs. .. F.arl--Charwy-- nnfi-,F~(ln~;md -or-·th 

During the years he re!<id£;>d in Francis Coorwr nf Dllll ;\lninN;, Mr. the (f ', 

(lberi-n:--Uennf.·~~son~oCMr:- a:lil 
. J. T. Dennl•y, has -advat'Cl'd to 
l'ktol'flCr, first l'lllS!\, USr-: 1~. With 
1.·ahee unit hen~. He -;(•1'\'l•tl in 
10a und New Z(•alantl bl•fon• com­
to the Mariana!\ and has a battle 

for tht• Solomom; cumpaign. 
()r~e ·war he wa~ in thl~ <·on­
tiCJut~iness with his father. . . 

lr~ and Mrs. R. E. Ne.shit and 
ani! Mrs. C. E. Barnt•s rHu'rn'ed 
\V(!dn<•:<day rii~ht after a week's 

ing trip in Minm·~;ota and Cana­
Th~y encount<~red .. severn! days 

>ad weuther when they could not 
• but th~y had An enjoyable t'rip 
Kabatogoma, lnt.;:rnational Falls 
n~-1 Y -1 .. -.. ••:.-- __ ,~- nle...., o\-,.;n.Jt .. 

n 'tt W · h and Mrs~- Flo}'d.Ju_rgNls nnd childrt•n, .. $3 t• 
· n • .ay __ was._ a _partner-,In---~ c 1\lr.--und Mrs. Amog ffu•Yh<·S anti fnm- KJ .. 11 -, 

drug firm of W. S. Groom &' Co., "' '" 
op<•rnted hy Bayard Wa'-',. his· broth- ily, l\fr. nnd l\h·lv John E<'nhui!l. 1\Jr .. 
<'r, and Mr. Groom. ·" and -MrR. Alfn~d Lunsman nf Muson A'MS 

Following hiR· retireml'nt from po- City. 
lilical nctivitiN; about 10 years ·ag-o, 
Way .was a:ssocia~d with the D. S. 
B. Johnston Lund Co. of Minneapo­
lis, and )at<'~ c.•stuhlished the .Empire 
Land Co .. at Thief River Falls, Mmn. 

Since his· retirement he hnd r<'­
sidNI at Glendale with his wife, Ljl­
linn. Also. surviving are a son, Cupt. 
Clyd<' C. W. Way, serving with· the 
armed forc<'s ·and a daughter,: Mrt". 
L. H. Laurence of ·Glendale.·· . 

11 a 'I' 'I' I r ftftHI\ftrnrn · 

Announc~s Members 
County 'F a r m Bureau 

Resolutions Committee 

· PrC:"sipent V. A. Cook of the Han-. 
cock County F'arm Bun·au h1is un­
nounced ·that Fred Missal as chuir­
man, Alfrt~d Jostt•n, A. E. Rn~mus­
Fen, Eugene Feather!', l\lrs. Harold 
Oxley, Clark Lackore,. Oscar .• John­
s'On • and Vi~tor . Loebig will ~<>rve 
• .. .., ___ , ...... _ft _, •t.-· - ............ 1 .... :.,..._ .. ---. 

w. 
ide'nt 
J.'rirh. 
lendt· 
eers 
gcr,. 
retar 
ary, 

Th 
next 
A WI 
Hencl 
t.n. .. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

STATE OF IOWA 

1947 

" 

JouRNAL OF THE HousE 
·OF THE 

·FIFTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

" 
Convened January 13, 1947 

AdJourned April 25, 1947 

ROBERT D. BLUE, GOvernor 

KENNETH A. EVANS, President of the Senate 

G. T. KUESTER, Speaker of the House 

" 
PublWled by 

THE STATE OF IOWA 

Du Molnaa. lowa 

. ' . ~ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

''JOURNAL.OF THE HOUSE 1731 

Memorial to the Honorable Thomas A. Way of Hancock County 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­
lution commemorating the life, character and public services of the. late 
Honorable Thomas A. Way, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 
Tho~as A. Way waa born in McDonough County, Illinois, in 1860, the 

son of Chandler C. and Georgiana Way. They came to Hancock County 
in 1865, and located on a farm, later settling in Britt, where he lived 
until. about 1900 •. He passed away at his home in Glendale, California, 
Septembex: 14, 1945. · · . · 
. Mr. Way received his' education in the public schools of Hanco~k 

County and business college in Minneapolis. In 1881 l).e was instru­
mental in organizing the Hancock County fair. The tii·st fire team in 
Britt was organized and. financed by him and for many. years known as 

Othe T. A. Way Independent Hose C. ompany.. About 1894, he organized 
e Commercial.State Bank at Britt, and in 1898, with the late E. P. 
ealy, erected the Healy-Way building that still bears his name. 
He served as president of the Wesley State Bank in 1903 and 1904; 

was one of the founders of the town of Woden, and he and Mr. Healy· 
organized the first bank there and also opened its first drug store; for 
.a time he was ·associated in the ownership of the Britt Tribune · and 
later purchased and owned the Britt News. Besides extensive land and 
barikii\g interests at Britt, Corwith, Wesley and Woden, he o;rganized · 
many independent telephone companies, which later were consolidated 
into the Western Electric Company of which he was president and 
until it became a part of the Northwestern Bell system with headquar­
ters at Mason City, where Mr. Way then resided. With Sam A. Schnei­
der and Truman A. Potter he organized the Mason City Mortgage & 
Loan Company and was active in securing the loc"ation of the cement 
industry there, which has utilized the vast deposits there of limestone 
and shale~ 

Mr. Way represented the Hancock and Wright County district in 
the Twenty-eighth General Assembly. He seldom sought political prefer­
ment for himself but was an untiring worker for political friends and•in 
the field of politics was as successful and resourceful as in many busi­
ness ventures in which he engaged. Following his legislative service,· 
he gave vigorous and astute leadership in the management of the cam­
paign for ·governor of Albert B. Cummins, and in later years again suc­
cessfully performed the same service in the candidacy of Senator Dan 
W. Turner for the same office. 

His wide personal acquaintance, energy and amiable personal traits 
brought to him a large following; a keen judge of men, with clear 
political vision, he attracted and secured the co-operation of many of 
Iowa's most forceful and influential citizens. 

Following his retirement from political activities when Mr. Cummins 

O ent to the United States Senate, Mr. Way was associated with the 
. S. B. Johnston Land Company of Minneapolis and had personal 

charge of the M. & St. L. Railway right-of-way purchases and town 
site developments on the new line extended northwest from Watertown, 
South Dakota, later estabUshing the Empire Land Company at Thief 
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River Falls, Minnesota, where he resided a number of years prior to 
his removal to Des Moines, where he engaged in developing real estate 
additions to the city. 

His years of retirement were spent at Glendale, California, where 
with his wife, Mrs. Lillian M. Way, he resided. Those left to mourn his 
passing are his wife, Lillian, of Glendale, California; a son, Captain 
Clyde Way of the U. S. Army; a daughter, Mrs. L. H. Laurence of 
Glendale, California; and B. C. Way, a brother, of Mason City. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty­
second General Assembly, That in the passing of the late Thomas A. 
Way, the State has lost a valued and honored. citizen, and the House of 
the Fifty-second General Assembly tenders by this resolution its sincere 
sympathy to the surviving relatives. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the House Journal and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send an 
enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

PENN EcKELS, 
THEO. KLEMESRUD, 

W. H. NICHOLAS, 

Committee. 
"0 Love That Will Not Let Me Go" ............................................ J. B. Herbert 
Benediction ........ __________ ...... ·--·--··-···----·-······-··-----·-·--·Reverend Ivan R. Mills 
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"So they built a little town here 
Built with wisdom, vision, grit; 
This town between two railroads 
The whole world knows as Britt." 

-Clara Dunsmoor 
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HelgeH. Lee 

purpose of buying a far~ where there were no grass­
hoppers. Through the destruction wrought by these little 

\creatures, the Wisconsin farmers had lost their crops 
1 three consecutive years. 

The immigrants had shipped their machinery and 
range by rail and when they reached Britt, the shipment 
had not yet arrived, but upon its arrival they began 
breaking virgin prairie. They planted potatoes and sod 
corn. Their first threshing was done by a machine from 
Clear Lake. 

Neighbors of the Lees, "who lived in the same vicinity 
on adjoining farms, were the R. S. Rasmuson, Pete 
Jensen, and Jurgen Jensen families. These families had 
migrated to their present homes in the previous year. 

The first school the Lee children attended was held in 
a farmhouse. The teacher, a Mr. Boyans, lived with his 
family in the first story and classes were held in the one 
room upstairs. This building stands on the same site 
today. 

The children in the early days went to school during 
the winter months only, as the farm work required all 
hands during the other months. The families in those 
days were large, and it didn't take many families to fill a 
school. As a school became filled beyo~d capacity, the 
lee children were forced to find another school to attend. 
For a time they attended the Schaper school, then known 
as the Dickirson school in section 26; they also attended 
the Burgardt school. 

Sara and Hilly, children of H. H. Lee, saw many 

39 

Indians. The red men used Eagle Lake as a camping 
grounds, remaining there four to six weeks at a time, 
then moving on to Wisconsin or to the west. The Indians 
sometimes traveled on horses, sometimes on foot, 
walking single file, with the men in the lead, and squaws 
behind, carrying papooses and the camp equipment. The 
Lee children were intimidated to proper behavior by 
stories of the Indians and when an Indian did appear, 
the youngsters scurried to safety. 

H. M. Lee and his father assisted in the building of the 
M. & St. L. Railroad when it was. put through in 1880. 
The railroad workers lived in tents in the Lee yard, and 
Mrs. Lee had her house filled to capacity with foremen as 
roomers. She and her daughter boarded the men, and 
with this added work, the women still found time to spin 
yarn for some of the family's clothing. 

At that time, there were no roads, and one night as 
Mr. Lee was returning home from town after dark with 
team and wagon, he lost his way in the slough while 
crossing it at the transfer east of Britt. The water was up 
to the wagon box and Mr. Lee, not knowing which way to 
go, got out in the water and unhitched the horses and let 
them go. The return home ofthe team and Lee's cries for 
help attracted the railroad workers, who went to his 
rescue. It was then learned that Mr. Lee was headed for 
the deepest part of the slough. 

On the Burgardt farm in Section 10, was located a sod 
house where a Mr. W ooliscroft lived. In 1878, his father, 
William W ooliscroft, came here from Milwaukee, Wis­
consin, for a visit. While here, he became ill and died. At 
that time, Britt Township had no cemetery, so the town­
ship trustees, Pat McGruder, R. S. Rasmuson, John 
Burdick, and H. C. Potter decided on a plot of ground on 
which to bury the eighty-three year old man. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee founded the Evangelical Free 
Church in 1891. 

WAY FAMILY 

Chandler C. Way arrived in Britt in the spring of 1878 
from Ellington Township. There were only twelve 
families in Britt at that time. 

Mr. Way was engaged in farming, the livestock 
business, and surveying. He had a large herd of 125 head 
of cows and for two years operated a cheese factory. He 
also delivered fresh meat about the country, sold school 
supplies to the 'School districts, taught school and sold 
land. 

Mrs. Way and the cpildren arrived in the fall of 1878 
to make their home in Britt. The family home was built 
on the southwest corner of Second Avenue and Third 
Street which later became the homes of the Fred 
Hunsleys, the Henry Hunsleys, and the Lynn Johnsons. 
. Chandler C. Way was associated in real estate with J. 

E. Anders~n of Forest City. The two men purchased 
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Chandler C. Way and wife 

eighty acres of land along the Milwaukee Railroad and 
platted the town. The platting of the town of Britt was 
flied and recorded at the court house in Garner, Iowa, on 
June 20, 1878, by John C. Stoneman and William N. 
Lorimer. The first platting was the forty acres along the 
tracks and this was called' "Anderson's Addition to 
Britt". Main street originally ran east and west parallel 
with the railroad. Way and Anderson donated a block of 
ground in the center of town on which a school house was 
to be built. 

The Way home at 314 Second Avenue Southeast 

The second Britt hom-First Avenue Southwest, North of the 
Cataldo Funeral Home. 

40 

Mr. Way opened the first bank and real estate office in 
Britt under the name of C. C. Way and Company in July 
of 1881. The first telephone was installed in Britt in 
Chandler C. Way's office in 1884. It was connected with 
Garner's only telephone in Brockway and Elder's office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chandler C. Way were the parents of 
five children: Thomas, Bayard (Bide), Oliver Edsell, 
Stitzel X., and Clara (Kitty). 

Bayard C. Way 

Bayard (Bide) Way, Tom Way, and E. P. Healy 
bought out the John Kenyon Drug Store. Bide studied 
pharmacy and for five years they operated the store. In 
1907 he became vice-president of Western Electric. After 
the merger with the Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company in 1929, he remained vice-president. He made 
his home in Mason City and retired from the telephone 
work in 1946. Bide Way died at the age of 81 years in 
March of 1950. 

Oliver Edsell Way worked on the Milwaukee Railroad 
run from Mason City to Sanborn. While switching cars 
in Wesley, he slipped on an icy rail and was injured in 
1900. It was necessary to amputate one leg. He lived until 
age thirty-nine and was buried in Britt in 1903. 

Stitzel X. Way worked in the Britt post office during 
the time his brother, Thomas, was postmaster. He 
managed both the bank and the newspaper at Wesley; 
went toW atertown, South Dakota where he was engaged 
in banking; was vice-president of the Town Lot Company 
and later operated the Watertown Daily Public Opinion 
newspaper. In Watertown, he established many apart­
ment buildings and other businesses. He died in 1942 at 
age seventy-one. 

Clara "Kitty" Way, the only daughter of the C. C. 
Ways, married C. F. Green and lived in Sioux City. She 
died in 1922 at the age offorty-five. ·r 

Thomas A. Way came to Britt as a boy at the age of 
sixteen in the fall of 1878. Tom drove the team and 
surrey for his fatherChandler C. Way, while he showed 
land to prospective buyers. Tom joined the engineering 
corps of the M. & St. L. Railroad that was surveying 
from Britt to Livermore in 1880. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Thomas Way joined with Hans Johnson of Buffalo 
l}rove in the lumber and insurance business and began a 
Llmberyard in Britt. The "Line Companies" wouldn't 

tolerate this so they gave each ofthe men $1,000.00 and 
the lumberyard was closed. Tom then went into his 
father's bank as cashier and also clerked at auction sales. 
His first land deal was a purchase of forty-two acres of 
land located at the transfer east of Britt for $2.50 per 
acre. He then sold this land to a Mr. "Frog" Hanson for 
five dollars per acre. 

Thomas Way was married in 1885 and then went into 
business for himself as the Iowa Mortgage, Loan and 
Investment Company. He sold land, traded for stores, 
and often moved large stocks of merchandise from one 
town to another. He employed good salesmen and one of 
his most faithful was John Fisk. 

Tom organized and financed Britt's first fire team 
under the name of Thomas A. Way Independent Hose 
Team. 

In the fall of1881, Tom was responsible for organizing 
the Hancock County Fair at Britt on the old school 
grounds. Livestock was tied to hitching posts and the 
exhibits were in the school building. In 1882, the associ­
ation purchased the fair grounds west of Britt where the ' 
high school building now stands. 

ThomasA. Way 

In about 1894, Thomas Way organized the 
Commercial State Bank. He served as president and E. 
P. Healy as cashier. In 1898, he and Mr. Healy built the 
Healy-Way building on South Main Street. Mr. Way 
was one of the founders of Woden and Titonka. At 
Woden, he and Ed Healy organized the first bank and 
opened the first drugstore. He also established the first 
bank in Titonka. 

Besides his banking interests at Britt, Corwith, 
Wesley, Woden and Titonka, Mr. Way was a leading 

41 

figure in the courthouse fight regarding the location of 
the Hancock County Courthouse in Garner. 

In 1895, theW estern Electric System was organized by 
Thomas Way and Associates with headquarters and an 
exchange at Britt. This organization was a pioneer of the 
telephone service which later merged with the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone System. 

In 1900, Mr. Way represented the Hancock and 
Wright County districts in the State Legislature. He was 
an untiring worker for political friends, and in the field 
of politics was very successful and resourceful. 

He also had newspaper interests in Britt for a number 
of years. 

Thomas Way, Bide Way, Truman A. Potter, W. E. 
Bradford, E. N. Bailey, and others were responsible for 
the first Hobo Convention held in Britt in 1900. It's 
ingenuity and unusual planning have created nationwide 
stories of interest for over ~ half century. 

TheW ays became interested in the telephone industry 
in the mid-nineties. Later, when the exchange was moved 
to Mason City, the Ways then sold their other business 
interests and homes in Britt and became residents of 
Mason City. 

In 1906, Thomas A. Way organized the Dakota Town 
Lot Company at the time the M. & St. L. Railroad went 
through from Watertown, South Dakota to the Missouri 
River, a distance of 175 miles. Along this railroad, he 
established sixteen new towns. His parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. C. Way of Mason City, and a brother, Stitzel X. 
Way of Wesley, joined him at Watertown. 

Tom went to Wisconsin in 1911, and acquired twelve 
new towns along the Soo Railway. He organized the. 
Central Town Lot Company with himself as president. 
One town near Superior, Wisconsin was named "Way" 
by the railroad company in honor of its builder. Later he 
built sixty more towns in Wisconsin. In 1913, Mr. Way 
sold land in the Red River Valley and lived at Thief River 
Falls, Minnesota, a town which he also developed. 

After the land slump in 1922, which ruined many 
people in Iowa and Minnesota, Mr. and Mrs. Way went 
to Des Moines to live. Mr~ Way platted an addition to the 
city of Des Moines and sold lots. 

He managed the campaign of the late Senator A. B. 
Cummins and established a record as executive and 
political organizer unexcelled in Iowa. In later years, he 
was manager of the successful campaign of Dan Turner 
for Governor of Iowa. Mr. Way was appointed to a 
membership on the Highway Commission of which he 
was chairman from 1931 to 1935. Through his influence, 
the cutoff into Britt from the east on U.S. Highway 18 
was built. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Way moved to California 
during the 1930's and made that state their home. In 
1943, Mr. Way wrote a friend in Britt and the caption of 
his letter gave his address as "Britt", with the notation: 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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"Where my heart is and where I would rather live than 
any place I know." 

Thomas A. Way died on September 14, 1945 at the 
a&e of eighty-three, and was buried in Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park at Glendale, California. He had one son, 
Lt. Col. Clyde C. Way, who was born in Britt in 1887. He 
died in Valley Forge Hospital in March, 1952, and was 
buried in Arlington Cemetery. ' 

Britt owes much to Thomas A. Way. Truly, it can be 
said of this great individual, the good that he has done 
and the kind acts he has performed wili live long after 
him. 

FILLENWARTH FAMILY 

1978 marks the tOOth anniversary of the arrival of the 
first Fillenwarth (George) in Britt. 

Peter Fillenwarth arrived in 1879, Frank Fillenwarth 
in 1883, and the John Fillenwarth family came in 1892. 

All the Fillenwarths came from Monona, Iowa, their 
parental home. Each purchased land in the Britt area, 
and all worked for a time in the haying industry. 

Later George Fillenwarth went into stock buying and 
Peter Fillenwarth operated a butcher shop and meat 
market for a number of years. After the death of Peter's 
wife in the early nineties, he left Britt. While in Britt, he 
built the residence long owned by John Spalla and which 
is now the Norman Weiland home at 420 First Street 
Southeast. 

John Fillenworth was born in Lawrenceburg, Indian~~ 
in 1850. Four years later his father, Peter Fillenwarth, 
Sr., and his uncle Chris Fillenwarth left Indiana, 
following a stage route west on foot because they had no 

Mr. and Mrs. George Fillenwarth, 1881 

money for stage fare. After ferrying across the Mississippi 
River, they reached McGregor, Iowa. They continued 
traveling west, keeping to the woods and the water. Peter 
Fillenwarth, Sr. built a long cabin in the Monona area. 

Fillenwarth home, now the Heimindinger farm 
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