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droanmd Mrse Selby Broms of Fos.
rville spent the week end at the
1w of \Ix. and Mrs, Carl Schneid-

.cmm* B. Owen who is (mp!n\v«l
1 bhrakeman on the railroad = a-
t Dndg‘om spent  a part of last
k' - hns home here, '

Prs. Jurnard Collins and David
\cd at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
l\ Malek, jr., Monday of the [)d\t

‘ex Wheat Germ oil for your sows
boars. Bigger litters. Its results
ranteed, why not? Get literature

Brlwckner'* Drug Store. 9- 1'9

(r. and Mrs. Oscar Roe of Phok—

Ariz. spent Friday afternoom
night with Mr. and Mrs. C. O.
The men are broth(:r‘s.

ave. grain and aupplemem -Feed
s Hog Special. Give it to brood
s too, See the difference. Sold
monvy bacl\ guarantee,. DBrueck-

‘ l) 1()

5 Drug Store,

r. and Mrs. In‘d '\I()Lmdu ar-
d lJast week from San. Fruncis-
Calif., where Mr. Molander has
1 (mnln\wl in defense work:. for
¢ time, They p‘ xn to make theiy
¢ here. ~ .

iss Aun(% Simper and Henry
oeder, jr., arce  expected, home
1 C .uhfmnm this week. They took
formaer’s hrother,  (pl: Roman
nel w\h was home on fulouyrh;
L to o camp at Santd Ana, ‘

r.. and  Mrs, Fred Patro  left
sday for Rolla, N. D., to spend
eck or two with their son-in-law
daughter, Mr. and Mrs, -George
dell. The Patros formerly resid-
it Rolla,

r. and Mrs. (i. B. Kirchner
rhter, Gwen, Jeft Saturday
v City, where the daughter will
r the state university, Mr, and
. Kirchner went on to Lone Tree
other points for a week’s visit.

R. Beattiec went to Chicago
day on a buying trip for his
1wble store and.w:ll, return today
‘dnesdayv). While he was gone!
lan .Dallanbach of the
lb]("" store” ‘()'r)'u'!;z‘lt(-d the

and
for

store

nbext "B. Denncy,
J. T. Denncy,

has adwvi mwd tu
vl‘cvper; first class, USNE, with
cabe¢ unit here. He served in
oa and New Zcealand before com-
to the Marianas and has a battle
for the Solomons campaign.
ore—-the war he was in the con-
tli &guﬂness with his father.

r. and Mrs. R. E. Nesbit and
and Mrs. C. E. Barnes réturned
Wednexday night after a week’s
ing trip in Minnesota and Cnna-
"They gncountered- sev
vad weasc

but they had an enjoyable trip

cating “in Ellington

Britvpwas

THOMAS A, WAY. 85,
FORMER ELLINGTON
 TOMNHIP AW, DIE

Thomas A. Way; retived republi-
can Jleader in lowa, dmd Friday at
his home in Glendale, Calif., after
a year's illness.

Mr. Way served in ‘the twenty-
eighth ;rvnoml assembly of lowa in
1200 as representative from Han-
cock county.. He managed Albert B,
Cummins' successful campaign  for
governor in 1901 and during the
seven years  incumbeney. of  Cum-
mins as governor wag prominent in
Towa afficial’ circles.

In 1930 he 'was manager of the
campaign  which! eculminated in
clection ¢f Senator Dan W, “Turner
as governor of Towa.- From 1031
to-1935, Way was chairman of the
#tite hxgh\\"t\ commission,

Born in MeDonough county; - 1li-
nois, in 1860, Way came to Han-
cock  county five years later,  lo-
township. .

He was educated in the public
schools of Hancock county and a
business  college  in - \hnnczmnii’:ﬂ
Minn. His father served as .coun-
ty superintendent of schools and was
a banker and land agent at Britt.

enterprises, gaining  experience - for
his ewn buiness carcer, With E,; P,
Healy he organized the (‘ommorm"!
State hank at Britt in 1889, He
served as president of the Wesley
State bank in 1903 and 1904.

Active in the organization of ru-
ral independent telephone companies,
Way was for many years president
of the Western Electrie - Telephone
(CCo., residing in ‘both Britt and Ma-

son  City. - He later orguanized the
Mason (‘it\, Mortgage & Loan Co.
with 8. Schneider, a former Gar-

ner lmy, dnd Truman A. Potter. He
active in securing the cement
industry- there; s
During - the.

vears he resided in
I Britt, Way was _a partner _in. the
drug firm of W. S. Groom & Co.,
operated by Bayard Way, his-broth-
er, and Mr. Groom.

Following his retirement from po-
litical activities about 10 years ‘ago,
Way was associated with the D. S.
B. Johnston Land Co. of Minneapo-
lis, and.latert established the. .Empire
Land Co. at Thief River Falls, Minn.
Since his’ retirement he had re-
sided at Glendale with his wife, Lijl-
lian.  Also surviving are a son, Capt.
Clyde C. W. Way, serving w1th the
armed forces and a daughter, Mrs.
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Way engavred early in his father's|
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{
atned

\lxw l'amimv Mekar.
.\!mnn. registered the
ruests at the reception. Miss Betty
Kirkpatrick, accompanicd hy Gwen-
dolyn I’mlund wwngr A lways” be.
tween the colirsés, The waitresses at
the reception were Jean MeMahon,
Janelle Tverson, Vivian Weith and
Mrs. Maurice Murray.

‘The couple plan -~ to make
home in Mason City after they re-
turn from a two wecks' honeymoon,
They will spend one week in a cot-
tage in Clear Lake and the second

t‘w r'l“lxll I.H
LHM Of l)! N

their

week in the Ozark mountains,

- Out-of-town guests included My,
arfd Mrs. Carl Faulstitch, Mr., and
Mrs. T. J. Murray of Mason City;
Mr. and. Mrs.” Maurice Murray of
Klemme:; Mr, and. Mrs, Elvin Lac-
kore of Rudd; Lt, Mary Goepel who

recently otmncd from France and
Mr, and Mrs. Henry Buns of Woden:

Grandma Jurgens Has - o
' 90th Birthday; Relatives,
F ri‘e'nd-s "Help Celebrate

Special to (}armr Leader and Signal—

Kkanawha-—Grandma Jurfrens col(‘-
brated her 00th birthday Sunday.
Her children, gl.mdch\ldwn,
relatives and friends spent the day
with her at her home in Kanawha.

She came to Ameriea from Ger-
many when 15 yvears old and lived
im Chicago where she was married
to Henry Jurgens, They made their
home in Chicago for a time, Seven
children were horn to them, four
of whom are living, namely Mrs,
Sam Aiﬁllor of Granville, N. D., Mrs.
Wm. Lindeman of Depart. Mre, Ed.
Reikens of Belmond, and l‘xcd Jur-
gens of Kanawha,
Two birthday cakes were mad('
Mrs, lda Whitman, who makes
her home with Mrs, Jurgens, Many
gifts, bouquets and cards were
brought to her. ~

Those coniing to enjoy the acea-
sion ‘were Mr. and Mrs, Wimd Linde-
man of Depart, Mr. and Mrs, Ed
Reikens and two children of Bel-
mond, Mr. and Mrs, Fred Jurgens
of Kanawha: Alfred” Lindeman and
Mrs, Ted Moeller of Waterloo, Lt.
and. Mrs. Earl Chaney- and-son-and
Francis Cooper of Des Moines, Mr,
and Mrs. Floyvd Jurgens and children,
M¥ and Mrs. Amog Hughes and fam-
ily, Mr. and Mrs.- John Eenhuis, Mr.
and -Mrg, Alfred Lunsman of Mason
Cxtg

by

Announcqs Members
County F a r m Bureau
Resolutions Committee

President V. A. Cook of the Han-
cock County Farm Bureau has -an-
nounced that Fred Missal as chair-
man, Alfred Josten, A, E. Rasmus-
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Memorial to the Honorable Thomas A. Way of Hancock County

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso-
lution commemorating the life, character and public services of the late
Honorable Thomas A. Way, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

Thomas A. Way was born in McDonough County, Illinois, in 1860, the
son of Chandler C. and Georgiana Way. They came to Hancock County
in 1865, and located on a farm, later settling in Britt, where he lived
until about 1900. He passed away at his home in Glendale, California,
September 14, 1945, .

Mr. Way received his education in the public schools of Hancock
County and business college in Minneapolis. In 1881 he was instru-
mental in organizing the Hancock County fair. The first fire team in
Britt was organized and financed by him and for many years known as
the T. A. Way Independent Hose Company. About 1894, he organized
he Commercial State Bank at Britt, and in 1898, with the late E. P.
dealy, erected the Healy-Way building that still bears his name.

He served as president of the Wesley State Bank in 1903 and 1904;
was one of the founders of the town of Woden, and he and Mr. Healy -
organized the first bank there and also opened its first drug store; for
a time he was associated in the ownership of the Britt Tribune and
later purchased and owned the Britt News. Besides extensive land and
banking interests at Britt, Corwith, Wesley and Woden, he organized
many independent telephone companies, which later were consolidated
into the Western Electric Company of which he was president and
until it became a part of the Northwestern Bell system with headquar-
ters at Mason City, where Mr. Way then resided. With Sam A. Schnei-
der and Truman A. Potter he organized the Mason City Mortgage &
Loan Company and was active in securing the location of the cement
industry there, which has utilized the vast deposits there of limestone
and shale.

Mr. Way represented the Hancock and Wright County district in
the Twenty-eighth General Assembly. He seldom sought political prefer-
ment for himself but was an untiring worker for political friends andrin
the field of politics was as successful and resourceful as in many busi-
ness ventures in which he engaged. Following his legislative service,
he gave vigorous and astute leadership in the management of the cam-
paign for governor of Albert B. Cummins, and in later years again suc-
cessfully performed the same service in the candidacy of Senator Dan
W. Turner for the same office.

His wide personal acquaintance, energy and amiable personal traits
brought to him a large following; a keen judge of men, with clear
political vision, he attracted and secured the co-operation of many of
Iowa’s most forceful and influential citizens.
- Following his retirement from political activities when Mr. Cummins

went to the United States Senate, Mr. Way was associated with the
D. S. B. Johnston Land Company of Minneapolis and had personal
charge of the M. & St. L. Railway right-of-way purchases and town
site developments on the new line extended northwest from Watertown,
South Dakota, later establishing the Empire Land Company at Thief
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River Falls, Minnesota, where he resided a number of years prior to
his removal to Des Moines, where he engaged in developing real estate
additions to the city.

His years of retirement were spent at Glendale, California, where
with his wife, Mrs. Lillian M. Way, he resided. Those left to mourn his
passing are his wife, Lillian, of Glendale, California; a son, Captain
Clyde Way of the U. S. Army; a daughter, Mrs. L. H. Laurence of
Glendale, California; and B. C. Way, a brother, of Mason City.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
second General Assembly, That in the passing of the late Thomas A.
Way, the State has lost a valued and honored citizen, and the House of
the Fifty-second General Assembly tenders by this resolution its sincere
sympathy to the surviving relatives.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the House Journal and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send an
enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

PENN ECKELS,
THE0. KLEMESRUD,
W. H. NICHOLAS,
Committee.
“O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”..................cceceevennne......J. B. Herbert
Benediction ... Reverend Ivan R. Mills
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“So they built a little town here
Built with wisdom, vision, grit;
This town between two railroads
The whole world knows as Britt.”

—Clara Dunsmoor

1978

St
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Helge H. Lee

purpose of buying a farm where there were no grass-
hoppers. Through the destruction wrought by these little
;creatures, the Wisconsin farmers had lost their crops
‘three consecutive years.

The immigrants had shipped their machinery and
range by rail and when they reached Britt, the shipment
had not yet arrived, but upon its arrival they began
breaking virgin prairie. They planted potatoes and sod
corn. Their first threshing was done by a machine from
Clear Lake.

Neighbors of the Lees, who lived in the same vicinity
on adjoining farms, were the R. S. Rasmuson, Pete
-Je_nsen, and Jurgen Jensen families. These families had
migrated to their present homes in the previous year.

The first school the Lee children attended was held in
a fa?ml.muse. The teacher, a Mr. Boyans, lived with his
family in the first story and classes were held in the one
foom upstairs. This building stands on the same site
today.

" Tht? children in the early days went to school during
y e wmter. months only, as the farm work required all
d:nds during the ot!ler months. The families in those
sclfzov;elz large, and it didn’t take many families to fill a
Lee ch:ld $ a school became filled beyond capacity, the
Fory tf ren were forced to find another school to attend.
as the g}e t_hey attended_ the Schaper school, then known
h ickirson school in section 26; they also attended
€ Burgardt school.

Sara and Hilly, children of H. H. Lee, saw many
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Indians. The red men used Eagle Lake as a camping
grounds, remaining there four to six weeks at a time,
then moving on to Wisconsin or to the west. The Indians
sometimes traveled on horses, sometimes on foot,
walking single file, with the men in the lead, and squaws
behind, carrying papooses and the camp equipment. The
Lee children were intimidated to proper behavior by
stories of the Indians and when an Indian did appear,
the youngsters scurried to safety.

H. M. Lee and his father assisted in the building of the
M. & St. L. Railroad when it was.put through in 1880.
The railroad workers lived in tents in the Lee yard, and
Mrs. Lee had her house filled to capacity with foremen as
roomers. She and her daughter boarded the men, and
with this added work, the women still found time to spin
yarn for some of the family’s clothing.

At that time, there were no roads, and one night as
Mr. Lee was returning home from town after dark with
team and wagon, he lost his way in the slough while
crossing it at the transfer east of Britt. The water was up
to the wagon box and Mr. Lee, not knowing which way to
go, got out in the water and unhitched the horses and let
them go. The return home of the team and Lee’s cries for
help attracted the railroad workers, who went to his
rescue. It was then learned that Mr. Lee was headed for
the deepest part of the slough.

On the Burgardt farm in Section 10, was located a sod
house where a Mr. Wooliscroft lived. In 1878, his father,
William Wooliscroft, came here from Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, for a visit. While here, he became ill and died. At
that time, Britt Township had no cemetery, so the town-
ship trustees, Pat McGruder, R. S. Rasmuson, John
Burdick, and H. C. Potter decided on a plot of ground on
which to bury the eighty-three year old man.

Mr. and Mrs. Lee founded the Evangelical Free
Church in 1891.

WAY FAMILY

Chandler C. Way arrived in Britt in the spring of 1878
from Ellington Township. There were only twelve
families in Britt at that time.

Mr. Way was engaged in farming, the livestock

_business, and surveying. He had a large herd of 125 head

of cows and for two years operated a cheese factory. He
also delivered fresh meat about the country, sold school
supplies to the school districts, taught school and sold
land.

Mrs. Way and the children arrived in the fall of 1878
to make their home in Britt. The family home was built
on the southwest corner of Second Avenue and Third
Street which later became the homes of the Fred
Hunsleys, the Henry Hunsleys, and the Lynn Johnsons.

. Chandler C. Way was associated in real estate with J.
E. Anderson of Forest City. The two men purchased

owa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




Chandler C. Way and wife

eighty acres of land along the Milwaukee Railroad and
platted the town. The platting of the town of Britt was
filed and recorded at the court house in Garner, Iowa, on
June 20, 1878, by John C. Stoneman and William N.
Lorimer. The first platting was the forty acres along the
tracks and this was called' “Anderson’s Addition to
Britt”. Main street originally ran east and west parallel
with the railroad. Way and Anderson donated a block of
ground in the center of town on which a school house was
to be built.

The Way home at 314 Second Avenue Southeast

The second Britt home—First Avenue Southwest, North of the
Cataldo Funeral Home.
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Mr. Way opened the first bank and real estate office in
Britt under the name of C. C. Way and Company in July
of 1881. The first telephone was installed in Britt in
Chandler C. Way’s office in 1884. It was connected with
Garner’s only telephone in Brockway and Elder’s office.

Mr. and Mrs. Chandler C. Way were the parents of
five children: Thomas, Bayard (Bide), Oliver Edsell,
Stitzel X., and Clara (Kitty).

Bayard C. Way

Bayard (Bide) Way, Tom Way, and E. P. Healy
bought out the John Kenyon Drug Store. Bide studied
pharmacy and for five years they operated the store. In
1907 he became vice-president of Western Electric. After
the merger with the Northwestern Bell Telephone
Company in 1929, he remained vice-president. He made
his home in Mason City and retired from the telephone
work in 1946. Bide Way died at the age of 81 years in
March of 1950.

Oliver Edsell Way worked on the Milwaukee Railroad
run from Mason City to Sanborn. While switching cars
in Wesley, he slipped on an icy rail and was injured in
1900. It was necessary to amputate one leg. He lived until
age thirty-nine and was buried in Britt in 1903.

Stitzel X. Way worked in the Britt post office during
the time his brother, Thomas, was postmaster. He
managed both the bank and the newspaper at Wesley;
went to Watertown, South Dakota where he was engaged
in banking; was vice-president of the Town Lot Company
and later operated the Watertown Daily Public Opinion
newspaper. In Watertown, he established many apart-
ment buildings and other businesses. He died in 1942 at
age seventy-one. '

Clara “Kitty” Way, the only daughter of the C. C.
Ways, married C. F. Green and lived in Sioux City. She
died in 1922 at the age of forty-five.  *

Thomas A. Way came to Britt as a boy at the age of
sixteen in the fall of 1878. Tom drove the team and
surrey for his father Chandler C. Way, while he showed
land to prospective buyers. Tom joined the engineering
corps of the M. & St. L. Railroad that was surveying
from Britt to Livermore in 1880.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




Thomas Way joined with Hans Johnson of Buffalo
Grove in the lumber and insurance business and began a
- amberyard in Britt. The ‘“‘Line Companies” wouldn’t

tolerate this so they gave each of the men $1,000.00 and
the lumberyard was closed. Tom then went into his
father’s bank as cashier and also clerked at auction sales.
His first land deal was a purchase of forty-two acres of
land located at the transfer east of Britt for $2.50 per
acre. He then sold this land to a Mr. “Frog” Hanson for
five dollars per acre.

Thomas Way was married in 1885 and then went into
~ business for himself as the Iowa Mortgage, Loan and

Investment Company. He sold land, traded for stores,
and often moved large stocks of merchandise from one
town to another. He employed good salesmen and one of
his most faithful was John Fisk.

Tom organized and financed Britt’s first fire team
under the name of Thomas A. Way Independent Hose
Team.

In the fall of 1881, Tom was responsible for organizing
the Hancock County Fair at Britt on the old school
grounds. Livestock was tied to hitching posts and the
exhibits were in the school building. In 1882, the associ-
ation purchased the fair grounds west of Britt where the *
high school building now stands.

Thomas A. Way

In about 1894, Thomas Way organized the
Commercial State Bank. He served as president and E.
P. Healy as cashier. In 1898, he and Mr. Healy built the
Healy-Way building on South Main Street. Mr. Way
Was one of the founders of Woden and Titonka. At
Woden, he and Ed Healy organized the first bank and
Openefi the first drugstore. He also established the first
bank in Titonka.

\’} Besides his banking interests at Britt, Corwith,
) Wesley, Woden and Titonka, Mr. Way was a leading
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figure in the courthouse fight regarding the location of
the Hancock County Courthouse in Garner.

In 1895, the Western Electric System was organized- by
Thomas Way and Associates with headquarters and an
exchange at Britt. This organization was a pioneer of the
telephone service which later merged with the
Northwestern Bell Telephone System.

In 1900, Mr. Way represented the Hancock and
Wright County districts in the State Legislature. He was
an untiring worker for political friends, and in the field
of politics was very successful and resourceful.

He also had newspaper interests in Britt for a number
of years.

Thomas Way, Bide Way, Truman A. Potter, W. E.
Bradford, E. N. Bailey, and others were responsible for
the first Hobo Convention held in Britt in 1900. It’s
ingenuity and unusual planning have created nationwide
stories of interest for over a half century.

The Ways became interested in the telephone industry
in the mid-nineties. Later, when the exchange was moved
to Mason City, the Ways then sold their other business
interests and homes in Britt and became residents of
Mason City.

In 1906, Thomas A. Way organized the Dakota Town
Lot Company at the time the M. & St. L. Railroad went
through from Watertown, South Dakota to the Missouri
River, a distance of 175 miles. Along this railroad, he
established sixteen new towns. His parents, Mr. and
Mrs. C. C. Way of Mason City, and a brother, Stitzel X.
Way of Wesley, joined him at Watertown.

Tom went to Wisconsin in 1911, and acquired twelve
new towns along the Soo Railway. He organized the,
Central Town Lot Company with himself as president.
One town near Superior, Wisconsin was named “Way”’
by the railroad company in honor of its builder. Later he
built sixty more towns in Wisconsin. In 1913, Mr. Way
sold land in the Red River Valley and lived at Thief River
Falls, Minnesota, a town which he also developed.

After the land slump in 1922, which ruined many
people in Iowa and Minnesota, Mr. and Mrs. Way went
to Des Moines to live. Mr. Way platted an addition to the
city of Des Moines and sold lots.

He managed the campaign of the late Senator A. B.
Cummins and established a record as executive and
political organizer unexcelled in Iowa. In later years, he
was manager of the successful campaign of Dan Turner
for Governor of Iowa. Mr. Way was appointed to a
membership on the Highway Commission of which he
was chairman from 1931 to 1935. Through his influence,
the cutoff into Britt from the east on U.S. Highway 18
was built.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Way moved to California
during the 1930’s and made that state their home. In
1943, Mr. Way wrote a friend in Britt and the caption of
his letter gave his address as “Britt”’, with the notation:

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




“Where my heart is and where I would rather live than
any place I know.”

Thomas A. Way died on September 14, 1945 at the
age of eighty-three, and was buried in Forest Lawn
Memorial Park at Glendale, California. He had one son,
Lt. Col. Clyde C. Way, who was born in Britt in 1887. He
died in Valley Forge Hospital in March, 1952, and was
buried in Arlington Cemetery.

Britt owes much to Thomas A. Way Truly, it can be
said of this great individual, the good that he has done
and the kind acts he has performed will live long after
him.

FILLENWARTH FAMILY

1978 marks the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the
first Fillenwarth (George) in Britt.

Peter Fillenwarth arrived in 1879, Frank Fillenwarth
in 1883, and the John Fillenwarth family came in 1892.

All the Fillenwarths came from Monona, Iowa, their
parental home. Each purchased land in the Britt area,
and all worked for a time in the haying industry.

Later George Fillenwarth went into stock buying and
Peter Fillenwarth operated a butcher shop and meat
market for a number of years. After the death of Peter’s
wife in the early nineties, he left Britt. While in Britt, he
built the residence long owned by John Spalla and which
is now the Norman Weiland home at 420 First Street
Southeast.

John Fillenworth was born in Lawrenceburg, Indiana,
in 1850. Four years later his father, Peter Fillenwarth,
Sr., and his uncle Chris Fillenwarth left Indiana,
following a stage route west on foot because they had no

Mr. and Mrs. George Fillenwarth, 1881

money for stage fare. After ferrying across the Mississippi
River, they reached McGregor, Iowa. They continued
traveling west, keeping to the woods and the water. Peter
Fillenwarth, Sr. built a long cabin in the Monona area.

Fillenwarth home, now the Helmmdinger farm
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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