Standard Form For Members of the Legislature

Name of Representative SenatoOrEATON, WILLIAM
) 4 ‘ /¢ 1 Vv, 4 f

| ¢

1. Birthday and place_g Qctober 1849 Lee County, Towa

2. Marriage (s) date place
Annie Elizabeth Crundy (England 7 Feb. 1849 = Towa 29 Dec. 1928); 4 August 1874,

Morrisonville, Illinois

3. Significant events for example:

A. Business:cacher lauyer

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession

4. Church membership  Methodist

5. Sessions served 25th to 28th GA, 1894-1901; Page & Fremont counties

6. Public Offices

A. Local District Atty, 15th Judicial District, 1880;
County Attorney, 1887-1890.

B. State

C.'National

7. Death_ 3B December 1920, at home in Sidney. was operated on in 1917 and never
fully recovered. WPR Buniil Records: Sidney Coppulery; Sdriy, Fremenk ;,Uﬂjg' Towh

8. Children_ (1) Edgar, died infancy; (2) Elmer Eugene (14 Sept. 1876 - )
(3) Lillian (Gore) (21 Dec. 1879 - )

9. Names of parents Ebenezer Ansil Eaton (Mass. 8 Nov. 1810 - Calif. 1854);
Elixabeth Selfridge Rice (Maws. 11 July 1817 - Iowa / June 1890). Father farmed in Iowa
1838 to 1853, then wgnt to Calif.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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10.Education Lee County public schools; Denmark, Ia, Academy; Univ. of Iowa

—

11. Degrees LL.B., Univ. of Iowa, 1874.

12. Other applicable information Came to Sidney 1874 and practiced law unti}
heatth problems 1917. Taught men's bible class at Sunday School.
Alternate delegate to Republican national conventions 1892 and 1896; delegate 1900.
Survived by wife, 2 children, 6 grandchildren, sister.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Sidney Arguss—Thurs.—9-Dee,-1920----
Stork/Clingan, Legislators
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Thumbprints in~/Time (Fremomt €Cov) 1896——=x— e T e e
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, low
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614 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY.

ing westward he became the owner of a large
tract of land and engiged in the-tilling of
the soil through a long period. Subsequently
he removed to Wisconsin, where he retired
from active life, making his home among
his children until he was called to his final
rest. He was the father of six children,
namely: Mrs. Fisher, James, Daniel, Mrs.
Mary Simpson, Sarah, who died at the age
of fifteen years, and N. J. Unto Mr. and
Mrs. Fisher were born three children:
Amanda, the wife of G. B. Cluett, of Troy,
New York; Maria, the wife of C. W. Newell,
of Nebraska; and Frank, who is also living
in that state. The mother of this family
passed away and Mr. Fisher afterward mar-
ried Miss Euphame Brown, a native of New
York and a daughter of Joseph Brown, of
the Empire state, who came to Illinois about
1848 and followed farming until his death,
which occurred in Mason county. He had
gix children: DeWitt (C., a resident of
Mason county, Illinois; Mrs. Harriet Eldred,
who died in Wisconsin; Robert; Jane, the
wife of A. S. Blakeley; Mrs. Emily P. Mul-

ford, now deceased ; and Euphame, deceased.
The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Fisher was
blessed with eight children: Alice, the wife
of Joseph Cope, now living in Arizona; Al-
bert, of Iowa; Clara, the wife of E. C. New-
ell, of Nebraska; Mrs. Fanny Gilbert, of
Fremont county; Jessie, at home; A. G,
who is managing the old homestead farm;
Bertha, at home; and Lydia E., who is now
employed as a stenographer in the city of
New York. The mother of this family died
December 22, 1895, respected by all who
knew her.

In the evening of life Mr. Fisher is com-
fortably situated in a very pleasant home

tain for him the highest respect and esteem,
His has been an honorable and useful career,

.and as one of the most venerable citizens of

sterling worth he well deserves mention in
this volume.

WILLIAM EATON.

William Eaton has through his own
well directed efforts won a position among
the leading lawyers of southwestern Iowa,
He owes his advancement to no outside aid
or influence, having depended entirely upon
earnest and indefatigable labor for the suc-
cess which he desired. He resides in Sid-
ney, where he has a large and representa:
tive clientage, having for a number of years
been connected with important litigation
tried in the courts of his district.

William Eaton was born October g,
1849, near Denmark, in Washington town-
ship, Lee county, Iowa. His father, Eben-
ezer Ansil Eaton, was born at Phillipston,
Massachusetts, November 8, 1810, and was
a farmer by occupation. In 1838 he emi-
grated westward, casting in his lot with the
early settlers of Lee county, Iowa, and
there remaining until the spring of 1853,
when with ox-teams he crossed the plains
to California. He was not long permitted
to enjoy his new home upon the Pacific
coast, however, for his death occurred in the
Golden state in September, 1854. In 1833
he had married Miss Elizabeth Selfridge
Rice, who was born July 11, 1817, at
Templeton, Massachusetts, and died in
Henry county, Iowa, June 7, 1891.

William Eaton was reared amid the
scenes of rural life and his experiences were
those which usually fall to the lot of farmer

amidst his children and friends, who enter-

boys. He assisted in the cultivation of the
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home farm until he started out to make
his own way in the world. His parents
‘were in limited financial circumstances ‘and
he had only such opportunities as he could
provide for himself. He early manifested
a love for study and availed himself of
every opportunity for the improvement of
his mind. He read extensively, and after
mastering the branches taught in the com-
mon schools he engaged in teaching, and
with the money thus earned pursued the
scientific course of study taught in the Den-
mark Academy, in Denmark, Iowa, where
he was graduated in 1872. School teach-
ing also provided him with the necessary
funds for pursuing his law studies. He
entered the law departmient of the Iowa
State University, at Iowa City, and there
remained until the time of his graduation
in 1874. The determination which he man-
ifested in securing his education indicated
the elemental strength of his character and
gave promise of future success. After his
admission to the bar he located in Sidney,
Iowa, where he began practice on the 2d of
October, 1874. In his profession he has
been successful. Thorough study has given
him comprehensive understanding of the
principles of jurisprudence, and these he ap-
plies with accuracy to the points at issue.
Financial success has also been vouchsafed
~him in return for his labor and legal abil-
ity, and since 1882 he has invested largely
in land and farming interests.

.On the 4th of August, 1874, in Morri-
sonville, Illinois, Mr. Eaton was united in
marriage to Annie Elizabeth Grundy, who
was born in Newark, England, in 1849, and
in 1853 went to Bureau county, Illinois,
with her parents, Henry and Ruth (Glad-
son) Grundy. Two children have been

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

born unto Mr. and Mrs. Eaton: Elmer
Eugene, born September 14, 1876; and Lil-
lian, born Decemer 21, 1879. In his church
relations Mr. Eaton is a Methodist, holding
membership with, the church of that denom-
ination in Sidney. In his political affilia-
tions he is a Republican and is recognized
as one of the active workers of the party in
this portion of the state. In 1892 he was
alternate delegate at large to the Republi-
can national convention and was district
alternate delegate to the Republican na-
tional convention held in St. Louis, in 1896,
and district delegate to the Republican na-
tional convention in Philadelphia in 1900.
In 1880 he was appointed by Governor
Gear as district attorney for the fifteenth
judicial district, to fill a vacancy, and was
county attorney of Fremont from 1887
until 18go. In the fall of 183 he was
elected to the state senate from the seventh
Iowa district, comprising Page and Fremont
counties, and was re-elected in 1897, receiv-
ing both nominations by acclamation. Mr.
Eaton is a man entirely free from ostenta-
tion, straightforward and reliable, and com-
mands respect and confidence wherever he
is known.

JAMES N. SUMMERS.

\When Mills county was located upon
the western frontier, when the greater part
of its land was in possession of the govern-
ment and pioneer homes were few and far
between, James Newton Summers, now de-
ceased, came to the county and throughout
the remainder of his life devoted his time
and energies to agricultural pursuits and to
the faithful discharge of his duties of cit-
izenship, winning high regard by reason of
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