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SHELBY AND AUDUBON COUNTIES, lOW A. 

Co!ITAINI NG PORT RAITS OF ALL TilE PRKSIDll:NTS 01' TOE UNITED STATES FR(lM WASllINGTQN 

TO HARRI !>ON, W ITH ACCOMP ANYING BIOGRAPIII XS OF EA CII ; PORTUAITS AND BIOGIU,­

P Ul t:S O F T ilE GOVERNORS OF T U E STATE; ENGRAVINGS OF PROMINENT 

CITIZENS I N SIlELD~ AND AUDUIION COUNTIES, WITU PERSONAL 

HI STORIES OF MANY OF TH E EARLY SiI."M'L ERS AND 

LEADI NG FAMILIES. A CONCISR HISTORY 

OF THE COUNTIES, AND TilE 

CITIES AND TOWNSHIPS. 

W. S. DUNBAR & CO., PUBLISHERS, 
113 A DAKS STRRItT, C UICAGO. 
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BIOGRA PHIC,jL :O; K I'.'TC II E:j. 313 

was engaged in general fa rming, but gave 
especial attention to rai sin~ and ft:cding cat­
tle, in wh ich he was very success ful. Before 
his death he had acqnired a \'alnable estate. 
Mrs. Carmichel now owns 260 acres of fine 
farm land , and property in llarlan. Mr. 
Ca rm ichel was a memoor of Parian Lodge, 
No. 321, A. F. & A. M. H e was an active 
l)l1sines~ man, and enjoyed the esteem and 
confidence of all who kn ew him. Mrs. Car. 
michel has four children li .. ing - Douglas, 
Sarah Ann , Barbara and Neil. Lilly d ied 
since her fa ther passed away. Mr. Cnrmichel's 
death occu rred No vember 2, 1885. Mrs. 
Ca rrni chel now resides in Harlan, and is 
giving her children th e advantages afforded 
by the public schools. 

~ 
P. SORENSON, proprie tor of the Har­

lan brick -yard s. was born in Denmark, 
Q May 16, 1831. H e is the so n of Soren 

P eterson. He attended school nntil he was 
fou rteen years old, and then worked on a farm 
and in the ur ick-yards for sOllie time. ·When 
about twenty years of age he married Miss 
Christena J ohnson,and ill 1869 they came to 
America and settled at C uppy's Grove, 
Shelby County, I owa. Mr. Sorenson worked 
on a farm until 1880 , and then came to Har­
la n and engaged in brick. mak ing, establish· 
iug the first yard in the county ; his yard is 
one of the largest in the county, having a ca· 
pacity of 1,000,000 bricks. Mr. Sorenson 
maked 500,000 brick annually, and employs 
from nine to sixteen rn ell during the busy 
season. H e has two pate nt ki lns, and drying 
sheds for 44..000 brick... There are three and 
a half acres ill the yard, and the cilly is well 
adapted to the work. Mr. Surenson has had 
many yeare' experience in this trade, and has 
established a2~00d business in Harlan. H e 

and hi s wife are the parents of ten children­
James G., Mary, Seve r in e, Christina, Al sa. 
Uart'ie, Christ, Otto, Nickol.y anti Jnl ia. The 
last two named were born in Shelby County, 
and the others in Denmark. Ch ri s t, Carrie 
and Otto are dead. 10 December, 1881, Mr. 
Sorenson, wife and two child ren, Nickoly and 
(iarrie, made a trip to Denmark, returning 
the following May. Mr. Soren son bas been 
influent ial in brin~ i ng man y of hi s country . 
men to Shelby Coullty. He was the first 
emig rant lar:dcd at Avoca, on th e Chicago, 
Rock Island & P acific Railroad , and was the 
second man from Denmark to land in Har­
lan, Mr. Andrew P eterson being the first. In 
two years, by bi s addee, several came o,-er , 
and they have been followed almost every year 
by others, uotil probably more than 100 emi­
g rants have found homes in Shelby County 
through Mr. Sorenson) influeu ce. H e has 
g i\'en much assista nce to these peoplc, and 
many are indebted to him both for his kind­
ness and aid. 

,

.W. BYERS, attorney at law, narlan, 
was born in Richland County, Wis­

. Q consin, Deccm1.>er 25, 1856. He is 
the eon of Andrew C. and Mary (HoI well) 
Dyers, natives of the State of Pennsylvania. 
The parente remov ed from Wisconsin to 
H ancock County, Iowa, when H. W. was a 
lad of fourteen years. There he obtained 
the education afforded by the public schools. 
In 1886 he began the reading of law with 
Macy & Gammon, and in 1888 he wae ad. 
mitted to the bar at Des Moi nes, Iowa. He 
is well read in law for a man of his age, and 
has been very 8uccessful in his practice. 
His office is th e same occupied by Judge 
Macy !\nd Mr. Gammon, on the north s ide 

of the public 8~nare, ~arb,n : ~r. Byers 
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has already won hi s share of practice, 1I.1Id 
we oospeak for him a prosperous future. He 
was married in May, 1882, to Miss Mary 
J., daughter of James and Mary (Wyland) 
Winegar. They have bad born to them two 
children-James C. and Frank. Mr. Dyers's 
political convictions find expression in the 
Republican party,whicb he zealously supports. 

tl 
J . PATTEE is the proprietor of one of 

the most popular restau rant s in Har_ 
\) Ian. He keeps th e best grades of 

goods, is thoroughly experienced, aud under_ 
stands the art of managing an estAblishment 
of tbis character successfnlly. H e was born 
in Germany, July 4, 1855, and is the son 
of Rudolph and Enstinia (Gou lkie) Pattee . 
Wh en he was seven yean old hi s parents 
emigrated to Ameri ca, and settled in PotLa­
wattamie County, Iowa. There our subject 
grew to manhood, being trained to the occu­
pation of a farmer, and receiving a common_ 
school education. In 1877 Mr. Pattee was 
married 10 Miss Emma H old man, who died 
in 1879. He was married again in 1883 to 
Miss Ella Lytton , of Harlan_ They have 
had born to them three children_ Emarilda, 
J oseph M. and Jessie Alice. Mr. Pattee 
votes the Republican ticket. He is a mem_ 
bel' of the I . O. O. F., No. 267. He is yet 
in the prime of life, is of a genial disposi­
tion , honorable in business, and is among the 
representative business men of Harl an. 

'.

F. BROCK, watchmaker and jeweler, 
Harlan, has been a resident o f Shelby 
County since 1879. He was oorn in 

Louisville, Kentucky, March 18, 1854, and 
is tile son of Leland and Amanda (Goddard) 

Brock, uativea of the State or Kentucky. He 
was left an orphan at the age of six years, 
Ilnd spent most of his you th in Decatur 
County, Indiana, rCl1civi ng a co mmon.school 
edIlCl,tion. As befo re stated, he came to 
Shelby County in 1879, and in 1882 be 
engaged in business with U. n Olmstead for 
a time. Be is DOW proprietor of one of the 
leading jewelry stores of Harlan, and is an 
honorable and experienced je ..... eler. He ca rries 
a full stock and a large assortment of goods in 
his line, and is receiving his share of J}i\tron­
age. H e has been established in hi s preseu t 
business si nce 1885. Mr. llrock was mar ­
ried in 1881 to Miss Anna t_ Peterson, of 
Harlan , a daughter of Andrew Peterson, 
whose biography will be found elsewhere in 
this history. Mr. and Mrs. Brock are the 
parents of two children- Franklin P_ and 
I vy G. Mr . Brock is member of the Kn igh ts 
of Pythia!, No. 65; he is also a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal chu rch. 

II
RS. HARRIETT A. TRUMAN was 

born in Dover, England, and is the 
dallghter of William and Susan (Laws) 

Ashman. Until she was thirteen yel\rs of 
age she resided in her nati\'e conntry, receh'­
ing excellent instructi"n And training. Sile 
then became companion to Lady l 'emberton 
Knight who had been a schoolmate and inti­
mate fri end of Mrs. Truman's mother, and 
who also pro\'ed a most loyal friend to her 
young conlpan ioll. I n the society of tbis 
gifted f-erson Mrs. Trllman visited all im­
portant points of Europe and the West Indi as, 
obtaining in this wayan education superi()r 
to that of 1D0st people of her day. Mrs. 
Truman was married in 1865, in Salt Lake 
City, Utab Territory, to N. M. Dickin so n, a . 
man of Ilnusual intelligence and ed ucation, 
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