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HISTORY OF \WASHINGTON COUNTY 255

and when Henry Mayer returned to Ohio, Adam Mayer purchased his in-
terest in the property. At the time of his demise he was the owner of a
valuable farm of three hundred and forty-eight acres and as the years passed
his careful conduct of his farming interests brought to him a substantial
return. A stalwart advocate of democratic principles, his fellow towns-
men, recognizing his worth and ability, called him to serve in several local
offices which he did from a sense of duty although he had little ambition
along political lines. Both he and his wife were members of the Evangelical
Lutheran church. Her death occurred in 1884 when she was sixty-six years
of age, while Mr, Mayer passed away in 1892 when he was seventy-six years
of age.

The common schools afforded William ]. Mayer his educational priv-
ileges, his time being divided between the work of the school room, the
pleasures of the play ground and the duties assigned him in connection
with the development of the home farm. He remained with his father until
about thirty years of age, but prior to this time had acquired the ownership
of a farm in Seventy-Six township, which he bought in his father's name.
The purchase was made some time in the ‘7os and secured one hundred and
sixtv acres of land. William J. Mayer cultivated that farm from the time
of the purchase and in 1885 was married and took up his abode thereon.

i< financial resources increased he made other investments and in 1889
acquired his present farm of four hundred acres n Seventy-Six township,
to which he removed, making it his home until this date—1909. He is very
successiul in his business affairs and is numbered among the substantial
citizen< of Seventy-Six township. He displays careful management in all
of his business interests and his discernment is keen and his judgment re-
liable,

Mr. Mayer wedded Miss Ella E. Skinner, of Dutch Creek township, and
unto them were born four children, Margaret, Edith, John and George, all
at home. Mrs. Mayer, who was a consistent member of the United Presby-
terian charch, died on the 18th of February, 1902, and was buried in Keota
cemeterv. Mr. Mayer helongs to the Evangelical church. He is widely
known in his locality and enjoys the warm regard of an extensive circle of
friends. His political views accord with the principles of the democracy.
As the vears have passed he has made continuous progress on the high road
to succes< and is now numbered among the men of affluence in Seventy-Six
township. while his life record is another proof of the fact that success and
an honored name may be won simultaneously.

HON. AMOS NORRIS ALBRERSON.

The life record of Hon. Amos Norris Alberson is an illustration of the
fact that circumstances of hirth, education or early environment have little
t~ do with shaping the career of an individual in this country where labo1

apportunity are unhampered by caste or class. While coming of a fam-
ily of the highest respectability, financial conditions gave him but few oppor-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lo
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tunities in youth and vet he has long occupied a prominent position in the
business and public life of Washington and the state. His fell & townsmen
recognizing his werth and ability, have frequently called hiin 1o POSilions‘
of trust and responsibility and at all times his course has reflccted honop
upon the community that has honored him. In business relation- he is well
known as a successful grocer of Washington. Ile was born Scptember g4,
1849, in Orange. Ohio, and in the paternal line comes of Holland-Dutch ang
Scotch-Irish ancestry. He was the younger of two children born unto
James and Rachael (Andrews) Alberson, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio,
respectively. The grandfather, Thomas Alberson, who was «f Holland-
Dutch lineage, removed from Pennsylvania to Ohio at an early date, lacating
in Ashland county, where he long followed the occupation of farming. He
died at an advanced age, but for many vears before had suffered from shak-
ing palsy. He married Fannie Campbell, who was of Scotch-Trish lineage
and who lived to be over eighty vears of age. Their family numbered seven
children: James, William, Robert, Thomas, Ann, Mary and Eliziheth

Of thiz family James Alberson, father of our subject, was u voung lad
at the time of the removal of the family to Ohio. Preparing for t7.c bar, he
continued in the practice of law for a long period and for six voirs served
as probate judge of Ashland county. He also invested in farm property, to
which he gave his attention as opportunity offered. He marrieii Rachael
Andrews, a daughter of William Andrews. and her death accuricd m 1853,

Subsequently he wedded Sasan C. Dowlby. who =till survives brit There
were two children of that marriage, Alice Carey. the wife of |7 = Shelly,
of Ashland. Ohio: and John Kelsey, who died in 180. Ther were also
two children of the first marriage, the elder being Willlam T.. phizher of
the Coshocton Daily Times, at Coshocton, Ohin.  The father- ‘:ith ne-

curred i 1892 when he was seventy vears old,

Amaos N, Alberson spent his boyhood davs in the vicmity o ¢ ‘range,
Ohio, much of his time being passed on farms.  Following his ~ather's
death he made his home on a farm with his Uncle William and in bre vouth-
ful days attended the district schools. He engaged in teaching .o winter,
but in the earlier part of his life his energies were largely given t- {urming
and stock raising. In 1865 he came west to Towa with a drove o1 <heep,
making his way to Henry county. The following vear he herded I'i- <heep
but was unfortunate in the venture. for disease hroke out among then and
nearly all died. In 1867 he arrived in Crawiordsville, Washington county,
where he entered upon an apprenticeship to the plasterer’s trade.  Farly in
1868 he returned to Ohio and established his home in Cleveland. where he
followed plastering in connection with Ailton N. Campbell. his iather’s
cousin. until February, 1872. In that year he returned to \Washineton,
Iowa. and again worked at his trade until 1881 when he became ilentified
with commercial interests as a grocer of this city, continuing n that line
of activity to the present time. He has gradually built up an extensive trade
and has one of the attractively arranged and well appointed stores of the
city while many of his patrons have given him their support since he ~tarted
in this line of business.
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On the 7th of January, 1874, Mr. Alberson was married to Miss Sarah
Hebeuer. a daughter of Edward T. and Sarah (Haines) Hebener. Mrs.
Albersrm was born in Muscatine, lowa. Her father, a native of Peunsyl-
vania. removed to Cadiz, Ohio, where he was married and immediately after-
ward came to lowa, settling in Washington about 1860, Here he conducted
businez< as a marhle cutter. He displayed considerable ability as a fifer and
acted us escort to every body of soldiers that left Washington county from
1861 vntil 1898, including Company D that went to the front for service
in the Uhilippines in the latter vear. He died in August, 19oz, at the age
of eighty-seven years and four months while his wife passed away in 1880,
when more than fifty-cight years of age. They were the parents of four
children: Hiram. Charles, Nora and Sarah. the last named becoming Mrs.
Alber=oi.  U'nto our subject and his wife have been born a ~on and two
daughters, Ravinond B.. the eldest, pursued a two-years’ course in the Jowa
State U miversity and also spent two vears in the University of Michigan in
completing his literary education while for three years he was a student in
the law department of that institution. He is now successiully practicing law
in Des Moines as a member of the firm of Dowen, Bremner & Alberson.
He married l.ouise Kellogg of \Washington and they have three children:
Richard Norris, |olin and Sarah. The daughters of the family are Nina and
Tera, the former a graduate of the Washington high school and Mt St
yo0seph Mcademy, while the latter was graduated with class honors at Colum-
bian Cullege in Washington, D.C

Mr. imd Mrs. Alberson are member~ of the Methodist Episcopal church,
in whicii he 1s serving as steward. He is today one of the most prominent
and honored Masons in Towu, standing as a splendid representative of the
craft. He belongs to Washington Lodge, No. 26, A, F. & A, M.: Cyrus
Chapte.. No. 13, R, AL AL Bethlehem Commandery, No. 45, K. T.: and
Kaaba Temple, .\, A. O. N. M. S, of Davenport. His political allegiance
is given to the democracy anl his fellow townsmen. recognizing his ftnessz
for political service, have called him to various positions of prominence.
For fuour vears he ~erved a< mayor of Washington, giving to the city a husi-
nesshike administration characterized by reform and progress. His labors
in beha!i of the city were of the most practical character. It was during hiz
incumboncy that the subject of paving the streets was agitated and carried
to comp'etion and now Washington has every reason to be proud of her
well paved thoroughfares, Mr. Alberson giving much time and nioney to the
promotion of this project. In 18R he was elected to represent his district
in the state legislature, where he served for two years, when higher honors
were conferred upon him in his election to the state senate for the term
extending from 1900 to 1gog. While a democrat in his politicai views anid
affiliation he was eclected in a strong republican district, a fact indicative of
his personal popularity and the confidence and trust reposed in him. He
served as a member of important committees including the one appointed to
form a hoard of control bill, heing favored in his appointments by reason of
Yis recognized ability and unswerving loyalty to the public good. Since his
cetirement from office ke has devoted his energies to his grocery business

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library:Des
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and his Masunic interests.  [le has ~erved a- wenior grand warden of the
grand lodge oi Towa and wa= grand high priest of the arinul chapter of
Roval Arch Masons, e was likewise grand master ni the grand council
~f Roval and Sclect \ascns and at the present writhie is deputy grand
commander of the erand commandery, Knight- Templar.  This organiza-
tion. with the basic principles of the fatherhond of Giod and the brotherhood
of man. finds a most worthy exemplar in Mr. Alber=on and his ¢fforts have
been effective and i
activity and the worth of his hife work entitle him withemt invidions disting-
tion to be ranked with the foremost citizens of his adoptad county,

ar-reaching in promoting it~ interest~. His varied

JOHN E. GRIFEFTTHL

Among those w ho are following the occupation of farming i Franklin
township, Washington county. and who through their untiring energy and
preseverance have tilled the soil w their advantage and are now hlessed with
o full measure of prosperity is John L. Gritieh.  He was born in Franklin
township, May 2..1868, a son of Elias and Henrietta E. (Humphrey wiriffith,
and a grandson of Robert \\". and Elenor (lL.ong) Griffith,  The father was
born in Pickering county. Ohio. in 1833 and located in this connty in 1848
He taught school and pursued a course of study in Washington Academy,
remaining here until 1864. when he went 1o California and cugaged in
mining there until (260, returning to \Washington county during that year.
and settling down to the life of a farmer, which occupation he foilowed unti
he departed this life September 1, 1838 He was well Known as it enterpris-
ing man who irom time to time added to his possessions until at hi- Jdeath he
left six hundred and ten acres of excellent farm land. He was united in mar-
riage. April 29, 1867, to Henrietta Humphrey, a daughter of Fli and Lucia
{ Snow ) Humphrey. She entered into rest May 16, 1872, leaving two chil-
dren : Tohn E.: and Charles ( ). who is now living in San Diego, Calitornia.

In the district schools of his pative township John E. Griffith acquired
his preliminary education, subsequently pursuing a course of
ington, this state. Naturally taking to agricultural life and desiring to adopt
farming as his occupation, upon completing his studies, he settled on i farm

and now operates six hundred and ffty-five acres, npon which he bas madeall

study \Wash-

improvements. his premises being provided with a magnificent dwelling house
and supplied with all modern conveniences. \While he produces all kinds of
crops he pays particular attention to stock-raising and has won an enviable
reputation throughout the state as a breeder of Angus cattle.

On the 3d of March, 1891, Mr. Griffith was anited in marriage to Miss
Barbara . Neiswanger, d native of this county. Her father, Samuel Neis-
wanger, was born near Toledo, Ohio, and her mother’s hirth occurred near
Sreubenville, that state. Thev were married, however. in Jowa in 1864, AMrs.
Neiswanger passed away on the 17th of January, 1909. and was hurted in
\Washington, lowa. \[r. Neiswanger is now ‘living at Harvey, this ~tate.

|
{
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Name:

Home in 1880:
Age:

Estimated Birth
Year:
Birthplace:

Relation to Head
of Household:

Spouse's Name:
Father's
birthplace:
Mother's
birthplace:
Neighbors:
Occupation:
Marital Status:
Race:

Gender:

rea d(f“{]\!g}[g?
Blind:

Deaf and dumb:

Otherwise
chsa )TCH:
Idiotic or insane:

Household
Members:

1880 United States Federal Census

Amos N. Alberson
Washington, Washington, lowa
30

abt 1850

Ohio
Self (Head)

Sarah
Pennsylvania

Ohio

Plasterer
Married
White
Male

Name
Amos N. Alberson 20
Sarah Alberson g+
Raymond B. Alberson of

Page 1 of 2

Source Citation: Year: 1880; Census Place: Washington, Washington. fowa; Roll: Ty_368; Family History Film: 1254368;
Page: 120.3000; Enumeration District: 140; Image: 0843.

Source Information:

Ancestryv.com and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 1880 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo., UT. USA
Generations Network, Inc., 2005. 1880 U.S. Census Index provided bv The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints © Copyright 1999 |
Reserve, [nc. All rights reserved. All use is subject to the limited use license and other terms and conditions applicable to this site. Original
States of America, Bureau of the Census. Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Adm

Tg, 1.454 rolls.

Description:

This database is an index to 50 million individuals enumerated in the 1880 United States Federal Census. Census takers recorded many de
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<> ancestry

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925

Name: Amos N Alberson

Census Date: 1895

Residence County: Washington

Residence State: JTowa
Locality:  Washington Ward 2

Birth Location: Ohio

Family Number: 4
Gender: Male
Birth Year: abt1850
Race:  White

Line: 16
Roll:  TA1885_408
Neighbors:
Household Name
Members: S AT erann LA
Sarah Alberson .j'
Raymond B Alberson Lo
Nina Alberson +3
Vera Alberson =

Source Information:
Ancestry.com. Jowa State Census Collection, 18536-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: The Generations Network, Inc., 2007. Origin
of lowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885. 1895, 19035, 1915, 1925 as well various special censuses from 1836-1807 obtained from the State Histor
lowa via Heritage Quest.

Description:

This database contains lowa state censuses for the following vears: 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925, 1f also includes some head of b
censuses and other special censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will varv according to the census vear and the
requested on the census form, Some of the information contained in this database though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, m
place of enumeration. Learn more...

Visit Other Generations Network sites

Corporate Info  Affiliate Program  Ancestry Blog  Contact Us
Ancestry.com

¢ 2008, The Generations Network, Inc, - PRIVACY STATEMENT | Terms and Conditions
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Hancestry

1930 United States Federal Census

Name: Amos N Alberson

Home in 1930:  Washington, Washington, Iowa

Age: 80
Estimated Birth abt 1850
Year:

Birthplace: Ohio
Relation to Head Head
of House:

Race:  White
Occupation:
Education:
Military service:
Rent/home value:
Age at first
marriage:
iR
Neighbors:

Household

Name
Members:

Amos N Alberson 77

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Washington, Washington, lowa: Roll: 687; Page: 14B; Enumeration District: 25:
Image: 377.0.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1930 nited States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: The Generations Network, Ine., 2002, Original dat
of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Adminis
T626, 2.667 rolls.

Description:
Containing records for approximately 123 million Americans, the 1930 United States Federal Census is the largest census released to date
recent census available for public access. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains information abou

familv members and occupants including: birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service. The names of those list
are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census. Learn more...

Visit Other Generations Network sites

Corporate Info  Affiliate Program  Ancestry Blog  Contact Us
Ancestry.com

o 2008, The Generations Network, Inc. = PRIVACY STATEMENT | Terms and Conditions
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